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PREFACE.

The Editor of this Memoir has done httle more than to select

and arrange the papers of his beloved son. A few remarks have

been made with tlie view of noticing his early years, and connect-

ing the different periods of his short but active and not unvaried

life. The plan adopted was to let him speak for himself in his letters

and journals ;
though some letters from his missionary brethren,

and others in the ministry at home, who knew him, have been

given at the end of the volume. From these every reader will form

his own estimate of his character and acquirements. A few of the

many letters from Christian friends, as the sad intelligence of his

death reached them, have also been inserted.

His letters for the most part were hastily written, many of them

in the confidence of Christian and endeared friendship. His jour-

nals also were written at the dates mentioned, and his other en-

gagements gave him no time to correct or copy them.

Two volumes of private journals were found after his death

among his papers ; but they were destroyed, in accordance with his

special written request to his friend Rev. M. J. Culbertson, or either

of his surviving colleagues.

The work has been stereotyped, and the entire expense of

this edition has been defrayed by Christian friends, to whom his

memor}^ is very dear. Whatever profit may arise from the sale

will be applied to the enlargement of the Ningpo mission, under

the care of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian

Church.
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MEMOIR

CHAPTER I.

1819—ISSY.

EARLY LIFE LETTERS WHILE IN COLLEGE.

Wai/Ter Macon Lowrie, the third son of Walter and Amelia

liowrie, was born in Butler, Penn., on the 18th of February,

1819. Until his eighth year, his father was absent from home
during the winter months. This left the principal part of his

early training and education to his excellent mother, and well and

faithfully did she perform this responsible and sacred trust. From
his infancy he possessed a mild and cheerful temper. He was a

general favorite with his playmates, and always ready to engage

in the usual sports of the play-ground. It was often the subject

of remark, that he was never known to get into a quarrel, or even

an angry dispute with his associates. To his parents he was al-

ways obedient and kind, open and ingenuous ; he was never

known to use deception or falsehood. His brothers and sisters

shared his warmest affection and love, and his time with them

seemed to be made up of pure enjoyment.

At an early period he was sent to school, where he learned the

usual branches of a common English education. It was soon

perceived by his teachers, tliat it required but little effort on his

part to get the lessons assigned to him ; and the place he usually oc-

cupied was at the head of the class. In his tenth year his pa-

rents removed to Washington city, and for a part of the year he

was tauglit by his father in the higher rules of arithmetic, in

geography, and ancient and modern history. In his eleventh and

twelfth years, he spent two terms under an able teacher in a clas-

sical grammar school.

At this period the health of his beloved mother was gradually

declining, and her physicians advised that she should spend the

1
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summers in Pennsylvania, and the winters in Washington. In

these circumstances it was deemed hest that Waiter, although not

fourteen years of age, should be sent to Jelferson College. Two
of his brothers had already graduated at that college, and his fa-

ther was well acquainted with the president and tlie professors.

A home was found for him in the family of the Rev. Professor

Kennedy, who watched ov<m- him with a parent's care. The same

month in which he rcaclnnl the college, in November, 1832, he re-

ceived tlie sad inteUigence of his dear mother's death. Most

deeply did he feel this severe bereavement, and bitterly did he

mourn over the loss of one so very dear to him. The account of

her calm and peaceful departure, full of faith and trust in her Sa-

viour, which he soon afterw^ards received, whilst it made a deep

impression on his mind, tended much to relieve the bitterness of

his grief After spending a year in the preparatory department,

he entered the freslmian class in October, 1833, and continued in

the college, with some interruptions for relaxation, till he gradua-

ted in September, 1837.

In the summer of 1834, he was at home from the first of August

till the last of October. His father was somewhat apprehensive in

regard to his health, and believed that some relaxation from his stu-

dies would be of service, even if it should require him to spend ano-

ther year in the college. He retained his place in the class, how-

ever, and kept up with the usual studies without difficulty. The
family were then spending the summer in Butler. Here he first met

with his second mother, and he seemed almost at once to transfer

to her the affection he had entertained for his own mother. Nor

was this a transient feeling. His affection and deep respect and

esteem for her continued till his lamented death, as the letters

and journals addressed to her will abundantly show.

During this visit he accompanied his parents and one of his

brothers, and a sister in declining health, to the falls of Niagara.

He greatly enjoyed the company of his friends on this journey,

and was filled with wonder and awe at the stupendous displays

of God's power in this mighty cataract. He accompanied the

family to Washington, and was present at the calm and peaceful

death of his beloved sister, in the last of September, 1834. In

November he returned to the college, his health much improved

by his temporary absence.

Soon after his return, that seminary and the neighborhood w^ere

blessed with a precious and powerful revival of religion. Many
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of the Students in the college, and large numbers in the congregations

of that region, were added to the church. Most of these students

afterwards entered the ministry. The history of this revival and

its subsequent results, if they were written, would show how im-

portant a period of life is the college course of every student.

Probably the attention and the prayers of the church have been

too little turned towards her young men in the different colleges.

The remark will be generally found true, that " as is the piety of

the student in college, so will it be in the theological seminary, and

in the ministry."

In this revival, after a time of deep conviction of sin, he ob-

tained a hope of peace with God in the Saviour. He was then in his

sixteenth year, and his letters from this period show the state of

his mind, as he became more and more instructed in Christian

experience and warfare. With a number of the students who

were admitted to full communion in the church at the same time,

he formed a most endeared and lasting friendship, and with many
of these he kept up a correspondence till his death.

Canonsburgj December 31st, 1834.

My Dear Father—
I would have written to you yesterday to tell you my state of

mind, but I thought I liad best wait a while, to see whether what
I wanted to tell you was really true. I can now, however, as I

humbly trust, say that I have experienced the love of Christ shed

abroad in my soul, and the renewing and sanctifying influences of

the Holy Spirit. I have not, it is true, those high exciting Joys

that many others speak of, nor have I had those deep and pungent

convictions of sin that others have. But I can say, that though I

as yet see but little of Christ, and of his exceeding love to me in

my lost and ruined condition, yet wiiat little I do see, fills me with

love and peace, and an earnest desire to see more and more of

Him, and to lay myself down and give up my soul at the foot of

his cross.

How this feeling originated I can scarcely tell. On Monday, I

was deeply impressed with the necessity of i)eing assured of sal-

vation that day, but I had not found any reason to believe I had

obtained it. After sermon there was an inquiry meeting, and Mr.

Deruelle conversed very kindly with me; patiently set himself to

remove any doubts and difficulties, and told mc that all I had to

do was to give up all hopes in anything that I could do, in the way
of prayers or resolutions, and just trust in Christ. He spoke so

confidently and cheerfully, that I thought perliaps I might be

saved. After he was gone, a young acquaintance, also under se-

rious impressions, and much distressed, came and entered into con-
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versation with me. Diiriiifir the course of this conversation, which

was entirely about Cluist and his proniises to all who come to

him. I felt ii)y heart warminjx, and full of love and zeal for Christ.

Shortly altera hynm was (riven out, and I attempted to sing it,

but my heart seemed to rush up to my mouth, and I could scarce

refrain from laughing out, so much joy did I feel. This feeling

continued till the next morning, and I felt inexpressibly happy; but

about eight or nine, A. M., I felt that I was again becoming insensi-

ble, and I was greatly perplexed, and knew not what to do. This

feeling increased until about two P. M. There was to be a meeting

of tbose who had a hope of salvation that evening, and I felt great

dnnl)t as to the propriety of attending. I mentioned this to my
room-mate, who is. I believe, the most pious student about the

collefre. and he made a few remarks and prayed w^ith me. This
relieved me somewhat, and I attended the meeting.

AVhile there the hynm "Alas ! and did my Saviour bleed," was
sunir. and I felt every doubt removed and very joyful. How^ever,

trusting to myself, after a few hours I felt unhappy. I had still

the hope, but had no joy at all, and seemed to myself to be travel-

ling in a path I knew was right, with just sufficient light to show
that it was not the wrong path. I could not see anything at all

before me. In this condition I remained. This morning I had a

httle more lis^lit, and now I can see a little. I hope and trust that

the light will increase " more and more unto the perfect day." I

feel peaceful, and willing to commit myself to my Saviour, to do
with me just as he pleases. I desire to have no will of my own,
but to depend entirely upon him, for everything. Still, however, I

have ^at need of humility. Pride is my besetting sin, and I

fear that my course will l)e marked with many rebellions, and much
distress on account of this sin. It has grown with my growth and
strengthened with my strength, and will no doubt be employed
by Satan to bring about my ruin. May God keep and preserve

me from it ! I have also much need of faith. In this I am wo-
fully defective, and when the hour of trial comes, I fear much.
It is my earnest prayer that I may have more faith and more hu-
mility.

I may be deceived in the whole matter, and if I should, I know
not what shall become of me

; but it is my earnest prayer, that if

so. I may be undeceived, and led in the way everlasting. I now,
my dear father, need your prayers and counsels more than ever

;

for I feel greatly my need of some experienced Christian, who
knows me as well as ^^ou do. to direct me.
There have been a consideral^le number here, who hope they

have experienced a change of heart : how many I cannot say.

As yet, we cannot speak certainly as to any of them ; and there
is great need of prudence in speaking and writing about such
things, so as to avoid bringing disgrace upon the holy religion of

Je^us. That the Spirit of God is here, every one will admit ; but
the result is known only to the searcher of the hearts, and trier of
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the reins of the children of men. We would hope and pray tliat

these "mercy drops" may be succeeded by a great shower, and
that the inlluence of this may extend to all parts, not only of the

Synod of Pittsburg, but of our country
; and that its inlluence

may be felt to the remotest corners of tlie earth. There is noth-

ing too hard for the Lord, and we may reasonably expect that, by
prayer and faith, every student of this college may become a ser-

vant of Christ. We are told to ask and it sliall be given, seek

and we shall find, and that if we " open our mouths wide," the

Lord will " fill them." O father, pray for this college.

It is, of course, too soon for me to think as yet of my future

profession ;
but this will, if it be true, make a great diHerence

in my clioice. There is a great deal in deciding quickly and
soon, and then making everything tend to that one object.

I remain your affectionate son in the Lord,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Canonshurgj January 6th, 1835.

My Dear Father—
I received your kind letter of Dec. 31st, yesterday, and can truly

say that I never perused a letter w4th greater pleasure than that

one, both on account of its intrinsic excellence, and also because it

afl^orded me the strongest proof that you cared as much and
more for my soul than for my body. You will have heard be-

fore now that I have been enabled to give myself to the blessed

Jesus. Nor have I repented of the choice. I can truly say that

during the past week, I have felt a greater amount of real, calm
peace and Joy, than I ever felt in all my life. It is true, I am not

without doubts and fears, and I have several times been inclined

to doubt, whether I ever did experience a saving change of heart.

But, having carefully, and I trust prayerfully, applied every test in

my power to examine the sincerity of my heart, I am enabled to

say, though still witii "fear and trembhng," that "Jesus is mine
and I am his." My particular views of Christ, though very in-

complete, are that He is one " altogether lovely ;" a " Lamb with-

out spot or blemish ;" that he is holy, just, and good, beyond all

ideas which mortals can form of those attributes. My views of

God, the Fatlier, are, that he is one who dwells in "liglit inac-

cessible, and full of glory ;" \\A\o while he looks with hatred upon

sin, is nevertheless, by the intercession of the blessed Saviour and

his death on the cross, perfectly willing to love and protect all who
come to him by his son. Of God, the Holy Ghost, I have so in-

definite an idea that I cannot express it; it is hke "the wind tliat

blowetli, and we hear the sound thereof, and cannot tell whence

it Cometh or whither it goeth."

As you may, perhaps, wish to hear some accounts of the rise

and progress of this revival, I give this short account of it. On
last Thursday, two weeks ago, which was a fast day for the Synod
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of Pittsbuior. there was preaching, and one or two were awakened.

There was preaching also on Saturday, bnt still it was not known
to nianv that anything was going on. Sabbath was sacrament

day. On 8al)ba{h night, Mr. Deruelle delivered a most eloquent

and powerful sermon. I paid very little attention to it at the time,

and do not now remember the text; but he described in a very

forcible manner, the joys of heaven and the terrors of hell. This

awakened some
;
and I believe that it was a remark made to me

the next day. that it w^as a sermon calculated to excite thought at

least, that inade me think about it. On Monday there was preach-

ing, and those who were anxious were requested to stay for con-

versation. 1 was anxious to do so, but was ashamed and did not

;

there were, however, some w^ho did. Encouraged by this and by
the number \vho attended. Dr. Brown determined to have a pro-

tracted meeting. The number of anxious inquirers increased at

every meeting, but for two or three or more days, there were but

one or two hopeful conversions. This was mentioned, and Chris-

tians were invited to pray for converting grace. In about four

days there were one or two of the students w^ho were aw^akened,

and had yielded themselves to Christ. Of the citizens there are

yet, I believe, but a small proportion, about one third, who have
obtained a hope. Some have gone back to the world, others are

wavering, and until lately the w^ork seemed to decline. Now it is

a little on tlie increase, but not as much as could be wished.

There are, I suppose, at least thirty of ihe students who have ob-

tained a hope in Christ, probably tw^elve or fifteen who have gone
back, and about ten who are yet lingering. Of the citizens, prob-

ably twenty have obtained a hope, and there are as many as thirty

or forty who are yet in suspense. This night will probably be the

last of these meetings. Mr. Deruelle, who has labored faithfully,

and under God with much success here, is going aw^ay. There
have been no other methods of proceeding adopted than preaching
and conversation

;
but these have been blessed by the Holy Spirit.

None can make objections of any force, because there were
no improper means used, and the old version of the Psalms was
used at the meetings. Every one confesses that the work is of
God and not of man

;
and if not wofully deceived, many souls

will to all eternity bless God for this revival. I shaU finish this

letter after the meeting this evening.

January 7th. I was prevented from finishing this last night, by
the lateness of the hour when meeting w-as over. It is not the
intention now of Dr. BrowMi to discontinue these meetings; there
will be preaching to-night as usual, and for some time yet.

I am your alfectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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Cajionsbiirg-, March 9th, 1835.

My Dear Father—
As Congress has now adjourned, I suppose you will have more

time for writing than you liave heretofore had. Since I wrote
last, I have enjoyed my usual health. Yesterday the Lord's Sup-
per was celebrated here. There were fifty-eight who joined the
church here ; thirty-seven students and twenty-one citizens. It

was a pleasant day to me, though I had not as pleasant a time
as I sometimes have^ owing I suppose to my ignorance of the

nature of the ordinance, or rather to my too selfish feelings.

—

When I look back ten weeks, and contrast my present condition

with what it was then, I feel a strange sensation of wonder. To
think that a change so great, (for I feel it to be a great change,

and I hope it is genuine,) should be effected in so comparatively
short a time, is strange. One of those who joined at the same
time, a daughter of the Rev. Mr.

,
was only ten years old.

Her religious experience, however, was very satisfactory to the

Session. Whether there will be any more outpouring of the Holy
Spirit here, I cannot tell. I hope and endeavor to pray that there

may be, but it seems as if we were all like rocks : at least, I feel

myself to be so. A hard heart, I think, is one of ^J^ most un-
pleasant things that a Christian has to deal with on earth. The
150th hymn in the Assembly's Collection, exactly describes the

feelings which I frequently have on this subject.

I remam your affectionate son, '

W. M. LOWRIE.

Canonsbtirg, August 5th, 1835.

My Dear Mother—
You may remember the first letter you wrote to me after the

29th December ; I have not got it by me, but I can remember the

sul)stance of it. You warned me in it to beware of falhng away
from my " first love." At that time I wondered wliy you should

send me such a warning. I thought there was no danger, and
that it would be impossible for me ever to leave that Saviour, who
had so kindly opened my eyes. Yet even in this short time, has

that case been my own. I have fallen away, and acted very much
indeed as if I had never experienced a hope of Christ's love to me.

I left my first love, and for about two months preceding and after

my visit home, I had no enjoyment in religion. I had not fallen

so far as to silence the voice of conscience, or as not to kn(nv that

I had in some measure fallen. Such was my case when at home.

True, there were times, even then, when I had as much freedom

in prayer as ever ; and the day of the sacrament I iiad as much
pleasure in religion as I have had this session.

I have now the hope that I am restored. I now feel, in some
respects, as I did when first the light of truth shone in upon my
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soul, and I have a more heait-affecting view of myself. Rejoice

with me, my mother, that God has not cast me off from him for-

ever, as I justly deserved, and as would have heen perfectly con-

sistent with his glory, mercy, and justice. How I was restored J

can hardly tell. For two weeks past, I have felt very differently

from what I did all session, and yesterday and to-day I feel some,

thoui^h, alas ! very little, of the joy of him whose sin is pardoned

by his God. O for a tongue to speak my Redeemer's praise, and

to proclaim to the world what he has done for my soul ! Surely,

O surely, such love was never manifested as the love of Christ

!

Why is it that we cannot love him more, and love him always ?

And yet I am v^ry much afraid I shall not long continue in this

state. I am afraid I shall fall, and yet bring open disgrace upon
my profession. Pray for me, my dear parents, and give your

counsels.

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Jefferson College^ August 10th, 1835.

My Dear Father—
I wrote to mother and brother Matthew, a short time ago,

yet as I have something in regard to which I would wish to ask
your advice, and as, probably, you are now as much at leisure as

you will be before next summer, I have concluded to write to you.

I do not know whether I have ever before mentioned this subject

to you, but it is one which has often employed my thoughts, and
of late particularly—it is this : Whether it is my duty to be a
minister of the gospel ? My principal reason for now wanting to

you is, to ask your advice in regard to this one point, viz., whetlier
I should enter on the examination of this subject, with the view
of coming to a definite conclusion this session, or, at farthest, be-

fore the close of the year ; or whether I should put off the imme-
diate examination of the point till a future period.

Each of these may have its advantages. The principal reasons
why I should now come to a determination are these : 1st. What-
ever profession I may choose, if I now decide concerning it, I may
lay my mind more ardently to being prepared for it and for use-
fulness : I may the more readily make all my other pursuits sub-
servient to this. This I consider a principal reason. 2nd. A
reason, flowing from the first, why I now should determine, is,

that if I should decide to be a minister, it may conduce to personal
piety and a closer walk with God. These are two of the principal
reasons why I should now determine.
On the other hand, it may be objected—1st. My youth : my

judgment is not capable of deciding so important a question. 2nd.
My inexperience of my own self and of others, and of the duties
required of me in that high station to which I aspire. 3rd. The
fickleness of my temper; and 4th. Circumstances may occur
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which will render it obligatory on me to change my views. I do
not consider the last much of an objection, and I can, I think, get

over the others ; but I should like your advice on this all-impor-

tant subject. I may here mention a couple of plans which have
principally occupied my thoughts on this subject. The first was
—to study for the ministry, and, after being licensed, to go and
spend my life in the Western States ; neither in the character of a
settled pastor, nor yet in that of an itinerant preacher, but some-
where between them. The other, and one which has almost en-

tirely taken up my mind, is this : after I graduate, to go and
study medicine ; then go to the TheologicaljSeminary and prepare

myself for the ministry
;
and then, if in the Providence of God it

may appear my duty, " Go and preach the Gospel to the heathen."

Both of these may be mere romantic creations of the fancy, but, at

present, my iuclination is rather in favor of the latter. I may, in

a future letter, state more as to my views on this subject, but, at

present, I would like your advice as to the first point mentioned.

I regard myself just in this light: I profess to be, and hope I

am, a servant of Christ. The command is, " Go work in my
vineyard." After having decided, how I shall work ?—whether
as a minister or otherwise—the next question will be, where ?

I do not consider, that in answering this question, I have a right

to consult my own convenience. May you, my dear father, be

abundantly blessed with the influence of the Holy Spirit, and find

all your children walking in your footsteps, and may we all at

last meet around the throne of God, on his right hand.

Affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Jefferson College. August 31st, 1835.

Dear Father—
I have delayed answering your last somewhat longer than

usual, but I suppose you know the reason. I have been engaged

in the examination of the subject of the gospel ministry, and have

at length been enabled to decide, at least from present views and
feelings, and with prayer, that it is my duty to devote myself to

the service of God in that manner. I cannot say that I have had

many or great difficulties, nor indeed have I that assurance I could

wish to have ; but I hope, as my experience increases, that my
confidence as to my duty will increase in proportion. I may be

deceived, but, as far as I know myself, I am not actuated l)y un-

worthy motives. I wish I could as certainly say, that I am influ-

enced by a desire for the glory of God ;
for it is on that point that

T have, and do yet experience, the greatest difficulty. In other

respects, I hope I can with some confidence say, that, as far as I

know myself, I am not influenced by wrong motives. May God

grant me to know and do my duty.

Your affectionate son, W. M. Lowrie.
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Jefferson College^ September 8th, 1835.

My Dear Father,—
I am very sorry you cannot make it convenient to remain in

Butler a few weeks longer, as I should very much wish your

company. It may be all fancy, but something seems to be con-

stantly telling me, when I think of you all, " that I must endeavor

to spend as much time with you as I can now, for after I am set-

tled in life, I shall have very few opportunities of being with you."

And this idea has taken almost complete possession of my mind.

I do not, wlien I look f^^rward, anticipate much temporal pleasure,

or ease ; and pei baps it is as well tbat I should learn to deny
myself now as at any time ;

but still I find an unwillingness to

separate from my thoughts the idea of totally denying myself

your company. However, I bope, that if it ever should be incum-

bent on me, I shall never hesitate to leave even father and mother,

and all to whom I am bound by the ties of nature. I hope you
are all in good health of body—would that I had the same hope in

regard to matters of more importance ! But when I think that some
of our dear family are still in the "gall of bitterness and the strong

chains of iniquity," I cannot hope so. I can do nothing but pray,

and in my condition, I am more fit to have prayers offered for

myself, than to olfer them for others. Next Sabbath is the day
of the connnunion : how I should like, were it possible, to sit

down and commemorate our Saviour's love with my dear parents,

—but I suppose it may not be.

I remain your aflfectionate son,

W. M. Lowrie.

Jefferson College^ September 14th.

My Dear Father—
Yesterday was our communion here ; and though it was so

near to the end of the session, that we could not have much time
for preparation, and no fast day was appointed, yet it was about
as profitable a day as I ever spent. True, at the table, and w^iilst

partaking of the elements, I was not happy
; nay, before I rose

from the table, I was almost as miserable as I ever w^as. Yet it

was profitable. A temptation came across my mind to this effect

:

"I am not now enjoying communion with .Tesus Christ; and
therefore I am not a Christian. I may as well now give up all

pretensions to religion, and cpiit acting the hypocrite any longer."

And although not willingly, I felt as if I ought to do so ;
but the

thought rushed into my mind, " If I am so miserable under the
hidings of God's face only, how shall I bear his eternal wrath?"
It was the first time I had ever been influenced more by fear than
by other motives. I was miserable, however. But see the good-
ness of God and of Jesus Christ. After church, I was think-
ing of my conduct during the session, and meditating on the
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two verses, " Seek ye first tlie kingdom of God ;" and all my
anxious cares v;vnished. I had been impressed deeply with a
sense of my sinfulness, and was wishing to make some resolu-

tions hereafter to live more to the glory of God, but felt almost

afraid to do it. I knew I should fall away
; and I felt that it

would but aggravate my guilt, were I to sin against such renewed
obligation. But the sentence, " Sufficient unto the day is the evil

thereof," calmed my heart. I felt that it was my duty to follow

present duty, and leave the future to God, without any anxious

cares ; and I was enabled to do so, and to roll all my cares upon
the Lord. Oh, the peace I at that moment possessed ! I could

scarce refrain from laughing, I was so joyful.

I determined then to live every day as if it were to be the last

I should have to live, and to do my duty accordingly ;—in reality,

" to live by the day." At secret prayer I was more full of God's

presence, and comprehended more of that view of Christ's charac-

ter, which is so great, grand, and incomprehensible, that I could

scarcely proceed for joy ;
and from my own experience during the

day, I could tell something of the difference between God's pres-

ence and his absence. To-day, I cannot say T feel, or have felt,

as I could wish—not so much life and animation ;
but I have

been enabled to mourn for it. During the sermon (Mark xvi. 15)|

I was enabled to see more of the greatness of the Christian religion

than I ever did before, and to feel, too, that man could not be the

author of such grand ideas as I saw there held out.

This evening I was walking out into the country for exercise,

and on my retmn I passed the cottage of a negro woman, com-

monly called '• Old Katy." She was out in the road, when I passed

her. I shook hands with her, and spoke a few words to her. Be-

fore we had spoken three sentences, she was talking about religion.

She is a most eminent Christian, and we stood about ten or fifteen

minutes there talking. She soon got to speaking about the mis-

sionary cause. Her heart was in the matter, and she said, " I am
very poor, but as long as I live I will be something to it. I have

often given a little to it, and I never laid out any money better.

I could not do it. I never lost a cent by it."

I wish I could give you some idea of the emphasis she used, but

pen and ink cannot express her manner and the feeling she mani-

fested. She very cordially asked me to call in and see her; "for

it is food to me when any of God's children come to see me ; it is

food." She went on tlius for some time, talking about various

matters, but all of them religious. Oh ! how little I felt when I

heard her talk thus, and compared my attainments in the Chris-

tian course with hers.

18th. I received your kind letter yesterday, for which I am
very much obliged to you. I would go to Pittsburg to see you,

but they are not done examining ourcla?^, and I do not wish to be

absent "from hore on Sunday. The examination connnenced yes-

terday, and they got over one half of the class, myself among
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them. The Greek still remains to try our metal, but I cannot say

I am afraid of that ; and if such things as these were to be my
only difficulties, I should not think life very burdensome.

I remain your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Jefferson College, November 22d, 1835.

My Dear Mother—
You may recollect in reading the life of Payson, a sentence like

this: "Whenever I write to you, more than forty ideas jump at

once, all equally eager to get out, and jostle and incommode each
other at such a rate, that not the most proper, but the strongest,

escapes first." I find something like this at present in my head,

for I hardly know where to begin. However, on last Saturday
night there were four of us students, who met in our room, to have
a little prayer-meeting : we had all, I think, a great deal of free-

dom in prayei- for a revival, and after our meeting was over, we
sung two or three hymns together. It was as pleasant a meeting
as I have attended in a long time. One of the hymns was that

most expressive one, " Alas ! and did my Saviour bleed," and I am
sin-e there was a good deal of feeling manifested among us.

Yesterday Mr. E., an agent of the American Board of Missions,
preached a sermon in the forenoon with which I was highly
pleased, on the text "It is more blessed to give than to receive."

At night he preached again ; subject, the debt we owe the heathen.
He proved in it, that we owe a debt to the heathen that we are able
to pay

;
that the time had come ; and concluded with a number of

most thrilling, interesting facts. The sermon was an hour and a
half long

; the longest I have ever heard, but it seemed the short-
est. He spoke of the providences of God with regard to Missions,
and said, that had Lyman and Munson hved to fill up their three-
score years and ten, and toiled and labored, wrote and translated,
and been as successful as any of our present missionaries, they
would not, in all human probability, have been as useful by one
half, as they have been just by their death. They have excited
more interest, more prayers, more contributions, and brought for-

ward more young men to fill their places, than they could have
done, had their life been prolonged. The Board have already sev-
eral missionaries who are going to take their places, and the inter-
est in that mission is ten times as great as it ever was. Is not
that gratifying? About the close he related an anecdote, which I

hardly dare attempt to repeat, but I will try. " Some years ago
I was out on a tour for coUecting money for the Society, and I
stopped over Sunday at a town, and preached there. I gave no-
tice that on the morrow, I would go around and receive their con-
tributions. Accordingly, yi company with the minister, I did so.
We came to a house, or cabin rather, and he said, 'We must go in
here

;
we shall receive no donation, but there is a ' Mother in Israel'
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here.' We went in and found an old woman over seventy, bent

nearly double by age, and troubled witb all its infirmities, and ber

daugbter, who was helpless. The old woman supported her

daughter and herself by spinning flax. As soon as she saw us,

she said, 'I am glad you have come. I was afraid you would not,

and last night I lay awake and prayed that God would send you,

and now you are here. I got up early this mornbig and went to

a neighbor who has a gentle horse, \vhich be lends me whenever
I want it ; and then 1 went to anotlier man wbo owed me six

shillings for spinning flax, which he paid me : now I want to give

it to the Missionary Society, iiere it is,' handing it to me. I told

her w^e did not expect any money from her ; we had not come to

her house for that purpose. She insisted. I took the subscription

paper, wrote her name, and opposite to it six shillings, and sliow-

ing it to her said, See, here is your name, we will pay this money,
and no one shall ever know you did not give it youiself, and you
can keep your money. I thought she needed it too much to give

it. She looked at me, the big tears rolling down her cheeks, and
said, ' What have I done, that you won't let me give this money

;

I have prayed for forty years for the heathen, and yesterday you
told us the time had come, when we might g-ive as well as pray,

and I was glad of it ; now you won't let me give this money—it is

very hard.' Great grief was visible in her countenance"—and
Mr. E., heartily ashamed of himself, took the money. Was not

that most beautiful? I \vas near bursting into tears. Sliortly after

I spoke to one who had been at our prayer-meeting, and he was in

extacies. "Oh Lowrie, is not tlrat delightful? What a blessed

Sabbath ! Our little prayer-meeting '" If I ever desired to be a

minister and a missionary, I did last night. Such a glorious ob-

ject ! so w^orthy all the talents, feelings, and alfections of every

reasonable creature, that it seems impossible, almost, not to desire

it. However, though it may be the duty of others to decide this

matter while at college, I hardly think it can be mine, at least for

a year to come.
We have between seventy and eighty new students, the largest

number received in one session since 1831, when the new college

was built, and perhaps, excepting that time, the largest number
ever received. Altogether we have near two hundred and fifty stu-

dents. Were the Spirit of God poured out here, what would be

the consequences ! We have a great deal of studying to do. I

am trying to " Parlez vous" some, and hope to be able to speak

with some fluency before the winter is over. * *

Yours affectionately, W. M. Lowrie.

Canonshurg^ December 26th, 1835.

My Dear Mother—
In looking over the various relations which others sustain to

me. or which I sustain to tlaem, I see very little which does not
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call for sincere, hearty gralitude. To have so many friends, my-
self to enjoy so many privileges and mercies, of which others

stand in so much need, while I am but too insensible to their

value, and to have so many opportunities of improving myself and

of preparing- for future usefulness,—these things, combined with

others, which are so many I cannot number them, give me abun-

dant cause for gratitude und praise.

Dec. 29. This is my hirtli-day. It is just one year since first

I experienced the hope of salvation, and now I see before me the

whole scene, and the fulness of my heart rises within me. I have

just been thinking of my conduct the past year. Whilst I see

many things to be thankful for, and to encourage me, I also see

much to grieve and humble me. The hasty flight of time only

brings us nearer an eternal home, where " sorrow and sighing

flee away." I am more and more anxious to pay you a visit in

the spring, and expect to enjoy a great deal of pleasure from it.

If we anticipate so nuich pleasure from joys that are but finite,

what will the joys of heaven be ? An infinity of everything that

is good !

Jan. 2d, 1836. Taking a walk this afternoon, I came near a

grave-yard, and went into it. Some of the tenants were dead
more than eighty years, some under one year. Some of the tomb-
stones bore marks of many years' exposure

;
others w^ere as fresh

as if yesterday they had been placed there. All was calm and
silent. The world flees from such scenes. Many of the tomb-
stones spoke of the joys of heaven, of the resurrection, and of Christ,

and their rude poetry only made them the more striking. I love

a grave-yard. I love to walk among these signs of death, and
muse on death itself. I may be deceived, but to me death has
few terrors, and though nature may shrink from the last fatal

struggle, yet I think I am not afraid to die. " I know that my
Redeemer liveth . . . and though worms destroy this body, yet in

my flesh shall I see God."

" The knell, the shroud, the mattock, and the grave,
The deep damp vault, the darkness, and the worm

—

These are the terrors of the living, not the dead."

Jan. 4. I have just seen a letter from my dear brother John.
His health has failed, and he is obliged to leave India. How sad
that he has to leave his station, and all his prospects of usefulness
in that region. Although I long to see him, I could wish he may
be able to remain. But God has good reasons for what appears
to us to be so dark. May he who holds the winds in his powder,

and the waves in the hollow of his hand, preserve and bring him
safe to his native land. Well do I recollect when I bade him
farewell. Never till the last moment, and when I felt that he
must go—never till then did I know how much I loved him.
Then I knew what the bitterness of parting was. Yet what are
friends and kindred, father and mother, brothers and sisters, com
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pared with Jesus Christ? He that loveth them more than him, is

not wortliy of him.

Jan. 5. Did you ever study geometry ? I am working at it

now, and I do think it is ahout as dry a thing as I ever studied.

It is not hard, on tlie contrary, it is very easy—but it is so regular.

Now I like order, but I hke variety too, and we have but little of

that in Legendre. A square is a square, be it big or little, and it

has just four angles, and these four angles are all equal—more-
over, they are all rigiit angles. I like algebra : there is some va-

riety there—something to turn and rest the attention upou at

every step. Most of our class are rejoicing that we are through
algebra

;
but I would rather study it than geometry, Latin, or

Greek.

I have been lately reading the life of James B. Taylor. I have
not met with anything like it. He makes me feel quite ashamed
of myself. Pray for me, that I may be fitted for the holy ministry.

I remain yours alTectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Jefferson College^ January 28th, 1837.

My Dear Father—
. . .We are still driving away at the conic sections, which are very

solid, and to me very interesting. I do not think tliem hard, by
any means, although some do complain piteously about long les-

sons. I do not like Greek so well as the mathematics, and 1 find

it much harder. Nothing but the conviction that it is necessary
to have a thorough knowledge of it, to fit me for my future call-

ing, could induce me to study it. I do not mean to say, however,
that I find it difficult.

I have lately been reading Swan's Letters on Missions. The
question of personal devotion to the missionary work is rising

before me, and I can scarce help thinking I am called upon to

decide this question soon. I have tried to put it off, under various

excuses—not, I hope, with any wish to avoid the question, but

principally owing to my inexperience ; but I don't know how I

can nmch longer postpone it. I intend reading a great deal on
the subject, and hereafter making it the subject of special prayer.

I should like to have your views, as soon as you have time.

Give my best love to all.

W. M. LOWRIE.

Jefferson College^ February 7tli, 1837.

My Dear Father—
We had the communion here about four weeks ago, and since

that time three of our students have joined the church. One of

my Bible-class has experienced a hope, and several others are

somewhat affected. There has been an extensive revival at Cross
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Roc'ids, and Florence Academy. One most profane young man was
one of the first and clearest cases of conversion.

The question of personal devotion to the missionary cause, has,

as you are aware, long been before my mind. When I first ex-

perienced a hope of salvation, this subject presented itself to my
mind. This feeling has continued in almost every time and place.

This session 1 felt it to be important to know what I should do,

and what time I could spare was devoted to the examination of

the question. I never found any particular difficulties, except as

to my piety. At our last comnumion I was enabled to decide to

be, by the grace of God, a missionary. It was like throwing a

heavy burden off from my mind, and I have not since experienced

one moment of regret at the decision. Sometimes, indeed, it

seems hard—O, very hard—to think of parting with near and
dear friends ; but what are all these, or life itself, to the advance-
ment of the Saviour's cause, to which, two years ago, I conse-

crated myself?
Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Jefferson College, March 10th, 1837.

My Dear Father—
Brother John has been here for several days, and intends leaving

in the morning. His healtli has improved very little since leaving

New York. He lias been engaged preaching so much, that it has
materially prevented his recruiting ; he is, however, no worse.

In my last letter I mentioned that as far as I could see, if noth-
iufj: providential occurred, I had made up my mind on the question

"Should I become a missionary?" It never seemed to present any
great difficulty to my mind, and I don't know that I could give

any particular account of the reasons, which led me to believe that

it was duty on my part to spend my life among the heathen. The
question always seemed, though a very important one, to be—Can
I do more abroad than at home? There were no providential

liinderances to prevent me from going. Indeed Providence seemed
rather to point to the heathen as the proper place. My own incli-

nations and feelings pointed the same way. If I have piety to fit

me lor l)eing a minister at home, I might hope to have it for being
a missionary abroad. Of my talents and qualifications for the
work, others must judge. Almost the only difficulty w^as in regard
to my health. My constitution being weak, it seemed almost un-
able to bear much fatigue ; for even the labor of study is preying
on it in some degree. But though the case seemed so clear, do
not think, dear father, that it was on account of my vanity that
it appeared so. For almost always when the duty of being a mis-
sionary appeared strongest, I felt my own strength or my own fit-

ness to be least. And even now, when the troubles and depriva-
tions and duties of missionary life come up to view, the question
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involuntarily occurs, " Who is sufficient for these things ?" Yet
if I know my own heart, I am willing to live or die for the hea-

then. It is- now nearly two months since I came to the determi-

nation expressed above, and never yet has a single emotion of re-

gret crossed my mind on account of it. Nay, a load lias been
thrown off, and 1 feel a deeper interest in everytbing that concerns

the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom. Pray for me. dear fa-

ther
; unless 1 have more piety than I now have, I am not lit for

the missionary work, nor for the ministry at home.
Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Pittsburgh September 13th, 1837.

My Dear Father—
We tinished our examination eight days ago, but I have been

so busy, I have not had time to write to you. At the close of our

examination, I expected to be told that I might have my Diploma,

but further or higher I had not directed my thoughts. Judge of

my surprise then, when on the next morning, Dr. Brown gave me
the enclosed as my standing.* I had never thought of standing

more than respectably, but this grade is equivalent to what was
once called the fust honor. There were two others in the class

who were marked equally high. I have been appointed Valedicta-

riaiij which is considered here the most important post at the Com-
mencement. I hope, however, you will not consider me to be a
very excellent scholar, on account of the high standing I have
with the Faculty. In languages especially, I do not consider my-
self to be much above mediocrity.

As soon as Commencement is over, I shall set out for home.
Though I should like very much to enter on the study of theology

immediately, yet I do feel almost afraid to commence without a

longer recess than common. During my collegiate course, I have
not, on an average, studied three hours a day ; but at the Semi-
nary, 1 would wish—indeed, it seems essential—that at least four

hours daily be spent in study. Still, with an opportunity of daily

systematic exercise, I shouLl not feel much hesitation about the

Seminary studies. Others with far worse health than mine, have
gone through as severe a course : and as I may probably never

have very strong health, it may not be worth while to delay on
that account, especially if my youth be not considered too strong

an objection.

I remain your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

* Walter M. Lowrie,
Grade. Grade.

Languages, 1. Natural Science, I.

Moral Science, 1.
• Mathematics, I

.

M. Brown.



CHAPTER II.

October 1837

—

January 1842.

returns home from college course in the theological seminary at

princeton—accepted as a foreign missionary sails for china.

On leaving College, the subject of this memoir returned home,

his father's family then residing in the city of New York. His

expectation was to enter the Theological Seminary at Princeton

soon after his return. The Seminary year, however, commenced

in September, when the regular classes were formed ; and his

father, still somewhat solicitous respecting his health, deemed it

best that he should have a recess from study
; and he spent the

winter at home. Having few acquaintances in the city, his win-

ter's residence at home was a season of retirement and quiet, and

his time was profitably employed in reviewing his previous studies,

and in miscellaneous reading. He had also a good opportunity

of improvement in vocal music, under the able instructions of Mr.

Thomas Hastings. During the wnnter he took charge of a class

of young men in the Sabbath school, who became greatly attached

to him, and were nmch benefitted by the care he bestowed on
their instruction.

In May, 1838, he entered the Seminary, and afterwards joined

the regular class formed in September following. In his whole

course in the Seminary he pursued his studies very closely. He
was never absent from a single recitation

; and with his studies,

and other necessary duties, his time was fully employed. By per-

severing industry, he was able to superintend a Sabbath school at

dueenston, a few miles from the Seminary, and also to make a
Catalogue of the books in the Library, and arrange them anew.

Before leaving College, as is seen by his letters, he had fully de-

cided to go as a missionary to the heathen, and during his last

year in the Seminary, his mind was settled on Western Africa as

his chosen field of labor. In December, 1840, he was received as

a missionary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian
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Church. No objections lo his preference for Africa were made by

his friends, and for several months the question of his lield of

labor was considered as fully settled. In the spring and summer of

1841, however, the exigencies of the China mission induced the

Executive Committee to review the question of his field of labor.

The mission to China was then but commencing, and was en-

compassed with many difficulties. That great empire was at that

time closed against the Christian missionary
;
and Singapore had

been selected as tlie most suitable place where the language of

China could be learned, translations made into it, schools estab-

lished, and other missionary work carried on. The Rev. John A.

Mitchell, and the Rev. Robert W. Orr and his wife, had arrived

at Singapore in April, 1838. In the following October, Mr. Mit-

chell was removed by death. Tlie next year Mr. Orr's health

failed ; a visit to the Nilgerry Hills, in India, did not restore it

;

and in 1840, he set out on his return home. The same year, the

Rev. Thomas L. McBryde and his wife reached Singapore
; and

in 1841, he was joined by J. C. Hepburn, M. D., and his wife. In

one year, Mr. McBryde's health had declined so much, that it

was evident he also must soon withdraw from that sphere of

labor, and thus leave Dr. Hepburn alone in the China mission. In

these circumstances, and having at that time no other suitable

man to send, the question in the view of the Executive Commit-

tee was clear, that China, and not Western Africa, was the proper

field of labor for the new missionary. It was beheved, also, that

from the tone of his piety, his cheerful temper, his thorough edu-

cation, his natural talents and untiring industry, he was pecul-

iarly fitted for the China mission. It was, however, with many
misgivings, and much reluctance at first, that he contemplated

this change in his field of labor
; but as there was a perfect una-

nimity of sentiment in the Executive Committee, the professors' in

the Seminary at Princeton, and other ministerial brethren, all of

whom he greatly respected, he yielded cheerfully to their judg-

ment—viewing these things as a call from God to labor in that

great and destitute part of the Saviour's vineyard.

On the 5th of April, he was licensed to preach the Gospel by

the Second Presbytery of New York. After leaving the Seuiinary

in May, he spent a few weeks at home, preaching on the Sabbath

in different churches. In July and August he was scot by the

Executive Committee to the most distant land office in Michigan,

to secure the pre-emption right to the mission station among the
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Cliippewa Indian??, as the government had advertised the Indian

reservation for public sale. The sale, however, was postponed be-

fore he reached the land office, and on his return he spent some

time among tlie churches in Western New York. Late in the fall

he visited his friends in Western Pennsylvania for the last time,

and by these various journeys his health was much improved.

He was ordained on the 9th of November, 1841, and on the

evening of the last Sabbath of the same month, a deeply interest-

ing farewell missionary meeting was held in the Brick church,

New York. Addresses were made by the Rev. Gardiner Spring,

D. D., pastor of the church, by the missionary, and by his father.

These addresses would possess much interest now, but no copy of

them was preserved. It was expected that the vessel would sail

early in December, but she was delayed till in January, and in

the interval his time was chiefly spent at home.

New York, November 21st, 1837.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Brother :—Though this method of communication is

but a poor substitute for that "sweet counsel" we have so often en-

joyed, yet as it is the best that now remains for us, I gladly embrace
the first good opportunity that has yet occurred, to renew our friend-

ship. For it does seem as though it had to be renewed, when I

think that, though you and myself have often " held sweet-

est converse about what God had done for our souls," and that

though our eyes have brightened and our hearts warmed, as we
" talked by the way," yet now we are separated by a distance of

more than four hundred miles, and are without the prospect of see-

ing eacli other for months, and perhaps years. Yet though sepa-
rated in body, I trust we are often present in spirit, and especially

that, at the throne of " our Father," we can still enjoy communion,
and l)e tlie means of profit to each other, perhaps even greater
than that which our mutual conversations could have afforded. It

is surely consoling to know that there is One who watches over us,

and over our dearest friends, far better than we could possibly do,

and that at all times He will do all things well. Yet, were it"^ con-
sistent with duty, I sliould like again to spend a few hours with
you, and again partake in those social joys that kindred spirits like
yours and mine so much delight in. My situation here, though
fully as pleasant as I expected it to be, is very different from what
it was in Canonsburg. I have as yet very few acquaintances here,
and do not expect to have many. Those that I have, I know not
what they are, for the rules of fashion are so trammelling, that
one cannot at once make those friendly advances which are com-
mon among you. Consequently when I would enjoy the holier
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joys of friendship, I must draw off my attention from thing^s

around me, and return to past days and scenes, in many of which

you and one or two others held a conspicuous part. Do you luiiid

that day after our missionary meethig of the Society of liiciuiry,

last March, when you and I took that long walk ''over tlie hills

and lar away," and in our conversation seemed to liave some fore-

tastes of "glory begun below?" Many and many a time has it

risen to my mind, and if it has not drawn tears from my eyes, it

has done what is better—encouraged me to go forward, and caused

me to gird up the loins of my mind anew for the heavenly race,

and made me sometimes to remember a friend, a fellow-expectant

of what " eve hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered

into tiie heart of man to conceive." Yet from what I have said,

do not suppose that I am at all unhappy or discontented, or even

disappointed. So far, at least, " I have learned in whatsoever state

I am, therewith to be content ;" whether it will always be so or

not, time will show. The contrast between my present way of

living and that at Canonsburg, is very striking. I see very little

company ;
attend very few evening meetings

;
don't make three or

four speeches every week, (you know I was famous for that;) on

the contrary, hardly open my mouth from one week's end to the

other ; read a good deal ; study as nmch as I did at College ; and am
on the whole becoming quite a domestic animal. I am very glad

to find that comparative solitude agrees so well with me
;
for I was

really afraid that after being so used to meetings of one kind or

another every night, it would be difficult to get along without them.

In fact, it does require some effort to keep alive the spirit of piety,

when one has nothing like the Society of Inquiry or the Brainerd

Society to excite to action
;
nothing but the stated ordinances of

God's house to nourish the soul. Yet on that very account I prize

m}^ present situation the more, because I am thereby enabled, or

perhaps I shouL^ say required, to live more by faith and less by

sight, or frames and feelings. And to a missionary nothing can

be more important, than to be able to live without anything to

keep the soul in constant excitement ; for, as it has been well re-

marked, " when he gets to his field of labor, he can attend no

crowded meetings to Hear some eloquent orator descant upon the

magnanimity of the missionary enterprise." All the " romance of

missions" must then belaid aside, and in its reality, he may almost

be tempted to forget for whom and for what he is laboring, and l)e-

coming discouraged, lay down his weapons, and retire vanquished

from the field to wliich his Master called him.

It seems to me, on looking back on the last two or three years

of my collegiate course, that we all lived too much by excitement,

not enough by simple faith. Our religious societies were precious

and profitable, and I should be sorry to give them up, but perhaps

we depended too mu'h on them, without remembering that "Paul

may plant and Apillos water, but God alone can give the increase ;"

and this dependence on these means, (at least in my own case,)
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was productive of a spirit of action more resembling the "crackling

of thorns," than the steady, intense flame that consumed the Jew-

ish sacrifices. Oh, my brother ! guard against this spirit of trust-

inir to anything in preference to the revealed will of God, and his

ordinances, for animation in the divine life.

What is the state of missionary feeling now among you? Do
you yet hear the voice, " Come over and help us," and the wailing

cry, "And what then .^" as it rises from the death-bed of the Hin-

doo, and. borne across the waste of waters, reaches our ears both

from tlie east and the west, swelled as it is, and heightened and
prolonged by the addition of innumerable others? Oh, does the

"cry of the nations," echoed and re-echoed from the distant moun-
tains, still sound among you ? Or does it die away among the

crumbling ruins of heathen temples, unheard and unheeded, save

by the infidel and the deist? Oh, who is there to come up to the

help of the Lord against the mighty? There is nothing in all

my course for which I reproach myself so much, as that I did so

httle to excite a missionary spirit at College. I do not mean among
those who were already determined as to the path of duty, but
among those who had not decided the question ; for very rarely

did 1 press upon any of them as I should, the importance of the

work, the necessity, absolute, increasing, and alas ! almost irreme-

diable necessity now existing for laborers, and their own duty in

this great matter. Dear brother, can you not do something? You
have the confidence of most of the pious students, and could you
but muster courage enough to determine to do something in this

matter, unborn millions would bless you for it. Let me transcribe
for you a few lines from an appeal of some missionaries in Lidia

;

you have perhaps seen them before, but they will bear reading and
praying over again

:

" The soil is ready for the seed, and the seed ready to be sown,
but where are the husbandmen ? In some places it has been scat-

tered abroad and the fields are white for the harvest, but where are
the reapers ? Congregations large and attentive might be procured
every day, but we have no men. Schools might be established on
Cluistian principles, but we have no men. Humanly speaking, souls
niight be saved, but 'hoiv can they hear without a preacher?'
You can increase the number of these queries to an almost indefinite
extent, but the answer w^ill almost always be, we have no men !

We have gone to tbe colleges and seminaries of learning, but w^e
found few to answer our demands. We went to the haunts of so-
ciety, but one was busied about his farm, and another about his
merchandise, and another with the sweets of domestic society.
We went to the schools of the prophets, and asked if on any of
them rested the spirit of Elijah ? but there were few to answer
tlie call. Despairing, we looked to the heathen, and as we saw them
go dow^n by crowds to the darkness of the second death, we felt

as if yet another elfort should be made. Oh, who will go for us?"
Wishing you all temporal and all spiritual blessings, and sym-
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pathizing most sincerely with you in your late afflicting bereave-

ment, (of which I have only just heard,)

I remain your brother^

W. M. LOWRIE.

Neio York, November 29th, 1837.

Mr. Roger Owen—
Di-:ar Brother,—I had intended to have a long conversation

with you, about the management of our Sabbath school next
summer ; and though it may seem like officiousness in me to

volunteer my advice, yet my brother, with whom I have been so

long associated in that beloved place, will not take it hard, if I stir

up his mind by way of remembrance. In the first place, it will

be best for you to use your own judgment ; and at all times, while

you do not appear to assume any power, you must let the scholars

know that you are the superintendent. Govern them, however,

by love. Try to enter into all their feelings, and make your in-

structions of such a character, that every one can understand you.

If the children can understand you, there is no danger but that

the older scholars will ; but the reverse is not so certain. Let
your speeches, how^ever, be ahvays short. I erred sometimes in

this, though not often conscious of it. Go about the room often
;

walk up and down the aisles, and look at the classes as you pass

:

this will have a great effect, though I neglected it almost entirely.

I am sure I did wrong in not doing it more than I did. Go to the

several classes, and talk to each class at least once in the session.

Here again I failed. The teachers always seemed to have enough
to do, and I did not like to interrupt them. But I think it would
be better to go sometimes, even if you do interrupt the regular

lesson, and say a few words, even if you do not talk more than
half a miiuite. But if you do go, don't talk more than three or

four minutes. One of my class said, towards the close of the ses-

sion, " Mr. Lowrie seems to have forgotten us entirely, for he

never comes near us any more." Keep up the missionary talks

by all means. Be sure, while you are speaking, always to seem,

and I hope you will feel, as if there were none but children pres-

ent, and no person else in the. world knew what you were doing.

And probably, when you are talking, and trying to lead their

young minds heavenward, you will find it best not to say a great

deal directly to induce them to be Christians. For e.vample, don't

say, "You ought to be Christians now, because you may die soon

—because you will be the happier for it," ifec. ;
but preach "Christ

and him crucified" to them. This way of telling children that it

is their duty to be pious, and how great a benefit it will he to

themselves, has generally but little permanent effect ; at least, it

never had much on me, and I never found it to have much on

others. These are some of the principal things that occurred to

me, as being worth while to write to you about. I do not know
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that it was necessary that I should have written about them at

all ; but if it was not, you know the motives which penned them.

There is one thing which you cannot keep too distinctly before

you—earnest, importunate pVayer. You would probably find it

an advantasce to have a list of all your teachers, on a small shp

of paper. Place this in yom- Bible, and make it a point to re-

member at least one of them every day in your prayers. You
should also have a list of all the scholars, and, if possible, know
them all l3y tlicir first names. Maintain, also, the utmost possible

aflection amouii your teachers, and between them and yourself;

be a brother to them in heart, and your conduct will be all that is

necessary. If you can, even at the expense of a good deal of in-

convenience, make a circuit of the congregation on behalf of the

Sabbath school, about the time you commence, you will find it of

inunense benefit.

Such are some of the points on which 1 would like to have
talked with you particularly, and one of my objects in writing

them to you, is to show you, that the interest I feel in Miller's

Run Sabbath school, its teachers, and its present superintendent,

is still unimpaired ; and long may it continue so ! It is my ear-

nest prayer, that you may all increase in love, and be far more
useful and active than ever I was, and that the blessing of " Our
Father" may rest upon you. Farew^ell, my brother. There is a
place w^here, though separated in body, we can still meet, and
hold communication with each other.

W. M. LOWRIE.

New York, January 1st, 1838.
Mr. John Lloyd—
A happy new year to you, friend John ! and may you see many

more such, if the Lord will ! What are you doing now, whilst I

am writing to you ? Cousin John tells me you have holidays (old

times are in that word,) at present ; so I will just let my imagin-
ation try if she can find where you are, or what you are doing.
But as you are pretty much of a home-loving creature, I suppose
I need not go far to find you. Probably you are going about, pay-
ing some fifteen minute visits, for you were never famous for long
ones

;
or very prolmbly you are standing by the side of the old

mill-dam, and watching the fellows skating. I hardly think you
would adventure yourself on the ice, for you are niost too grave
for that. But no—I forget ; this is the first Monday of the
month, and of the year, and therefore you are probably stuck up
in a corner of your room, reading all the missionary pamphlets
you can lay hands on. By the way, have you read the life of
Swartz ? If you have not, let me '' lay my commands" on you
to read it immediately. You know how much our experience
resembles eacli other's—now rejoicing, and now, again, discour-
aged and without heart. Swartz was always on the proper pitch;
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constantly in the exercise of strong, unwavering, childlike confi-

dence in God, and therefore he was always ready to employ him-
self in his Master's business. He was always busy, always
cheerful, and always useful. Dear brother, may we strive to be

like him, and may we have the same success in our labors tliat

he had in his ! I can ask for few blessings greater, eitber for you
or for myself, than is contained in that wish. I read Iredell's

memoirs some time ago, and have just now finished those of

Hannah More. They are both of tbem most excellent. The
former I was delighted with. The memoirs of the latter are also

very interesting, indeed. They are compiled from her letters

almost entirely, including a great many from various celebrated

characters who were cotemporary witb herself; and are, I think,

excellent models of epistolary correspondence. The style of

almost all is very good, and, what is far more important, through
most of them there is a strong vein of deep-toned sensibility and
piety. I really began to entertain a considerable degree of rever-

ence for her before I got quite through the memoir. She was an
extraordinary woman, possessed of more than common talents,

and able to do almost what she pleased
;

yet, so far from indulging

herself in this liberty, her whole life was spent in a most quiet manner,
without any flashes, or romantic adventures or pursuits, or anythiug
inconsistent with the character of a plain, common-sense woman.

Mitchell and Orr, missionaries to China, sailed nearly a mouth
ago. How soon will you be ready ? Do you still think of China
in preference to India ?

It seems strange that this is the beginning of another 3'^ear.

How the time rolls round ! Yet to me the thought that time is

rapidly passing away is pleasant. It is solemn, and yet most
delightful, to think that my '-salvation is nearer than when I be-

lieved ;" that, if I am a Christian, I am three years nearer to my
heavenly home than when first the light of truth beamed on my
darkened and distressed mind. True, of many misunprovements
and much waste of precious time, I have to accuse myself; yet

still the Lord is full of compassion, and the blood of Chiist cleans-

eth from all sin
; and through him I can look death in the face,

and exclaim, when Satan, and doubts, and fears assail me, " I

know that my Redeemer livath," By the way, I heard a sermon
on that text yesterday, from an Episcopal minister. He said that

the word translated Redeemer in this passage, was the same as

that used in Ruth iii. 9, ''A near kinsman," or, as the margin has

it. " One that has a right to redeem." The mention that such

was the meaning of the word, led me into a train of very pleasing

and profitable thought. If we had been taken captive by enemies,

and knew that our father, or mother, or brother, were aware of it,

we should be sure (hat they would use every exertion to ransom

us. But there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother: this

friend is our Redeemer, and this Redeemer is the omnipotent God.

Can there, then, be any doubt of our final salvation ?
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The last two or three months have been very pleasant ones. I

seem to have had more nearness of access to God, greater confi-

dence in tlie 8aviour, and more of the influences of the Spirit,

than I have usually had. Among otlier reasons for these great

blessings. I have no doubt but tlicprayers of my many friends in

Canonsburg and its vicinity have had much effect. I still need

your prayers very much, for 1 am prone every moment to fall.

And now, brother, my paper tells me I must close ; and com-

mending you to the grace of God, which is able to keep you

through faith unto salvation, I remain,

Your allectionate brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

New York, January 27th, 1838.

Mr. Roger Owen—
Dear Brother:—It would be in vain to attempt to tell you

how much pleasure your letter gave me. Although all the letters

I have received this winter awakened delightful associations, and
opened up fountains of fond leminiscences, yet none did so more
than yours. I could almost think w^e were again sitting on the

logs, or under the old shady trees at Millers Run, and holding

sweet converse as in days past. It seemed as if we were again

walking out together to " Pleasant Yalley," " Rural Retreat," or

" Linden Hill," or some other such place, and from behind every

tree some old friend would step out to welcome me, and every fence-

corner and hollow tree told a tale of other times. It may be fancy,

but I always think I can see the face of a friend, and hear his

voice, and recall all his peculiar modes of speaking and pronunci-

ation, when I see his handwriting.

I was indeed sorry to hear that none of our dear Sabbath School
scholars had joined the church, and more than once while think-

ing of it, tears would have been a relief; yet I could not say that

it was surprising. It was but just, for so many imperfections and
so much unfaithfulness marked my conduct and prayers and
labors there during the last summer, that I could hardly expect any-
thing else. Dear brother, profit by my experience, and avoid the

keen self-reproaches which I often |pel on account of my negli-

gence. How much more prayerful I might have been ! How
much more earnest and faithful in my labors and appeals to the
consciences of those who met in our school. You cannot pray too

much for the school
;
you cannot labor too much for their conver-

sion. Slack not, then, your diligence
; oh, be faithful ! Labor, if

need be night and day with tears, if by any means you may save
some

;
and assuredly you will not repent of your exertions on a dying

bed, or at the judgment day. I ??peak this to stir you up, know-
ing from my own feelings how unpleasant is the recollection of
unfaithfulness. You all, I believe, thought me active, and in

some degree faithful ; but none of you knew as I did and do now,
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how much more I might have done liad I imitated our hlessed

Saviour, "who pleased not himself." Yet though I was unfaith-
ful, there were others who were not so, and therefore I do not
despair, but hope and believe that the labors of last summer will

not all be lost.

I have not much to add to what was said in my last, about your
duties, though there are two things which you have probably
thought of before now.

1st. When any children or young persons come into the church
in the morning, to go and ask them to join some class, unless you
know they will not; this should always be done. Last sunnner,
I observed three or four little girls and boys who came in one
morning, and sat in one of the vacant seats. The first morning
I went and asked them to join some class, but could not persuade
them to do so. The next day several came, and as they appeared
to be the same, I did not ask them to join a class. So it was the

next day, and on the fourth Sabbath, finding they were still there,

I determined to ask them again, though hardly expecting they
would. To my great surprise they consented at once. I felt a
pang in my conscience for leaving them thus for two or three

Sabbaths without pressing the matter, and even yet, the recollec-

tion of it is very painful.

2d. It is hardly worth while to tell you the second, though
it would have been well for me if I had known it : don't do
everything yourself, and yet be the soul of all that is done.

That is, there are many things the teachers can do, and if you
would just direct them or ask them to do it, while you employ
yourseh" about other matters, it would make them feel more re-

sponsibility, and extend your influence, and give you time for other

things. For instance, the teachers ought to feel that it is their

duty to increase the number of scholars, not only in their own
classes but in others, and not leave this entirely to the superinten-

dent.

When one of your teachers is absent, and procures another to

supply his or her place, be sure that you yourself take the person

who is to supply, and introduce him to the class. This is your
business, and not the business of the teacher who may accompany
him to the house.

I was at Princeton last week, "spying out the land," and brought

back a favorable report. If life and health be spared, I shall prob-

ably go there next summer. Your brother was well, and all of

our Jeffersonians, of whom there were a dozen.
May I reconnnend you a plan of studying the Bible which I

have foimd exceedingly profitable? i. e., to study three or four

verses every morning carefully, with all Scott's marginal references.

Take up faitli, repentance, the love of Christ, humility, &;c., or

some particular subject.

1 am your affectionate brother,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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Princeton, July 4th, 1838.

My Dear Mother—

-

... I get up every morning at half past four, often sooner, but

rarely later, and take'a walk of one or two miles. It is most invig-

orating to the whole system, while the fresh air, singing birds, pleas-

ant fragrance of the fields, and the thousand and one nameless

pleasures of a morning walk, concur to make it a most delightful

custom. When I get back it is near breakfast time. The appro-

priate duties of the morning over, I conmience study at seven, and

continue till half past ten, or perhaps eleven, at Latin, Greek and
Hebrew, singing a little at intervals by way of relaxation. Din-

ner is ready at half past twelve, and miscellaneous employments

occupy me'till two; then some regular reading connected with the

course here, till half past four. Prayers and supper at five, and
company, talking, walking, singing, meetings, bathing, reading,

writing, thinking, and not thinking, &c., till nine. Generally I

manage to be asleep soon after ten. My next door neighbor has

an alarm clock, whicli usually awakens me in the morning, and
if it did not the old bell would at five. Though not pursuing the

regular studies of my class, I find abundance to do, and my time

generally passes in the way above described.

There is here, as may be supposed, every variety of character.

The variety is fully as great, if not greater, than it w^as at College,

excluding of course those who were not professors of religion.

There is a good deal of reserve among the students towards new
coiners, though perhaps not greater than one would expect. As
yet I have not made many intimate acquaintances, and do not

wish to, for a short time. There are, however, some lovely spir-

its among these brethren.

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ July 21st, 1838.

Mr. Roger Owen—
Dear Brother,—Another week has passed—your session is

more than half, and ours more than one third over ;
and yet to

me, as probably to you, it seems but a few days since it com-
menced. It seems almost strange sometimes, that we can be

indolent or weary in well-doing, when we think how^ short our
time is. Were it not that we have almost daily experience to the

contrary, w^e should think there was no danger of our becoming
cold in the service of our Master. But " ere one fleeting hour is

past," we often feel our hearts grow cold. But though we are

fickle and changing as the morning cloud, or the smoke of the
chimney, or the chaff from the threshing-floor, yet God remaineth
ever the same, uncliangeal)ly glorious and good to all his crea-

tures. The thought, that we shall one day be admitted to dwell
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with him, to be ever with the Lord, is glorious indeed, and may
well induce us to bear trials, and temptations, and sorrows, and
labors, for his sake. This was much impressed upon my mind
the other day, when thinking on the verse, "Fear not, little flock,

for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
How emphatic ! every word almost lias its meaning. " Little

flock"—an expression of tenderness. What must have been our
Saviour's feelings, as he looked on his disciples and uttered these

words ! (Luke xii. 32.) An innumerable multitude were around
him—Pharisees and Sadducees, his enemies, and those who said

they belonged to no party. But his all-seeing eye, and all-know-

ing mind, as it glanced over that vast multitude, saw but a few
of his own real followers. The vast majority were his enemies.
His own were few, like sheep in the world's wide desert, surround-
ed with those wlio would rejoice to drink their blood, and extir-

pate them from the earth. But the voice of Jesus falls hke soft

music on their ears, " Fear not, little flock," though the world
oppose you, though men rise up against you, though this is not
your rest—yet still "it is your Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom." " Our Father"—the most endearing, trust-inspir-

ing name that could be given him. " Good pleasure"—not plea-

sure merely, but his good pleasure, his delight. " To give"—for

we do not deserve, and cannot purchase it, unworthy, weak, and
sinful as we are. " The kingdom"—not a kingdom, but the
kingdom,—the only one worth having, the only one w4iose pos-

session does not give its owner more sorrow than joy, more thorns
than roses. A kingdom includes all our ideas of worldly happi-
ness—wealth, honor, fame, ease, pleasure, and the power of doing
good —all this

;
yet every earthly kingdom is but a faint shadow

of better things to come, which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,

nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive. Pardon
me, my brother, if I liave unreasonably trespassed on your pa-

tience by the above, but the train of thouglit pleased me, and
perhaps it may cheer you, sometimes, in difficulty or distress.

The other morning, when taking a walk before breakfast, I

found a little bird, just fledged, on the road
; it could fly only a

few steps. The innocent little thing let me catch it, and hold it,

without appearing at all alarmed ; but the parent birds were in

great distress. I set it down, and it ran oiY into some long grass.

The old birds immediately flew down, and began to li/np along
before me in several curious figures

; and after going ten or twelve

yards, one of them very slyly turned back, while the other led me
on some forty or fifty yards further, and then, taking wing, thotis.'-ht,

though she did not saj/, " Good morning to you, sir ;" and flew

back to the place where we commenced our acquaintance, and I

saw her no more. You may draw your own moral from this; it

pleased me very much.
I have just received a letter from Mrs. G , which revived

many old recollections. The continued prosperity of your school
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rejoices my heart, tliough I am sometimes tempted almost to envy
you the privilege you have in attending there. May the Lord be

with and bless you abundantly. I was surprised and delighted,

as well as humbled, to hear of the effect produced by the letter I

sent some time ago. If it produc'es any good effects, it cannot be

owing to any goodness of the author, but only to the grace of God.

You still keep up the missionary talks. What subject do you at-

tend to this sunnner ? and how much interest appears to be felt

in this great, great subject ? It seems, to me at least, more and
more important, that a missionary spirit be excited in the minds
of children—of young children. While we must not, by any
means, neglect the Catechism and the Bible, or rather the Bible

and the Catechism, yet now is the best time to make them feel

on the subject of saving a world. If they be instructed in the

principles of missions now, they will need no argument to con-

vince them of the importance and duty of sending the gospel to

the heathen.

There are some lovely spirits here. The standard of piety is

by no means as high as it should be ; but still there are some who
seem to walk with God. The missionary brethren, of whom there

are some fourteen or fifteen, include some of the best men in the

Seminary. It has been very profitable to me to be here, but still

I find it requires watching and prayer ; and often, O very often,

does this cold heart become weary in well-doing. Often does it

become very formal, and search for truth more with a critical than
a practical view. This is one of the great dangers here. Dear
brother, pray for me. Be courageous, and strong in the service

of God. Did you ever observe the blessed promises and encour-
agements of the first chapter of Joshua ? They apply to us, as

well as to Joshua of old.

May the Lord of love and peace be with, and bless you abun-
dantly.

Your affectionate brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ September 8th, 1838.

Dear Mother—
.... With one exception this country is very pleasant, but that

exception is a great drawback ; we have none of the grand hills

and valleys that are found about the Alleghany river, and conse-

quently but little variety of scenery. The sunset scenes here sur-

pass in beauty all that I have ever seen, for such a country is just

the kind for tliein
;
wide plains " bathed in light," and gradually

becoming less and less visible as the sun sinks in the west, con-

spire to shed a peaceful impression over the mind. But for that
very reason our morning prospects are dull. The animating scene
of the sun gilding first the tops of the hills, then penetrating to

the deep valleys, is not witnessed here
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I have never, it, seems to me, felt such a true afTectiou for all

my relations and friends, as during this summer, and never such
a willingness to leave them all, and go wherever duty might call,

even, if necessary, to the "grave of the white man," Western Af-

rica—where few are laboring, and none seem ready to go and
help them. Dr. Miller made some excellent remarks at our last

Monthly Concert, on the necessity of more entire dependence on
the Spirit of God in the work of missions. Some stat(;ments had
been made in regard to the great want of laborers in some fields,

and he took occasion thence to observe that we are too apt to rely

on mere human strengtli, and if a person lias filled any particular

station well for a length of time, we imagine it would be left en-

tirely unsupplied on his removal, as though man and not God was
the cause of any success or prosperity. It was a consoling truth,

and especially so for those who, as watchmen, know best the wants
of the world, and the difficulty of supplying them. . . .

Our session closes in a short time, and if spared, I hope to be

home this day three weeks. I had intended goiug on foot to

Easton, and through the northern parts of New Jersey, but have
now decided to wait till near the close of vacation. Besides, I

have some thought of studying Hebrew with Dr. Nordheiiner, in

New York, during the vacation. He is undoubtedly the best He-
brew scholar in tlie United States, though yet a very young man.
He told me I might acquire a good knowledge of it in that time,

and if so, the course here would not only be less laborious, but in

some things far more profitable.

My health is better now, and appears more firm than it has ever

been
; and though I have studied harder tlian ever before, yet the

pain in my breast has almost entirely left me, and I have not had
an hour's sickness of any kind since leaving New York. Truly
" my cup runneth over." Yet probably a week of sickness would
prostrate me far more than many others, but " sufficient unto the

day is the evil thereof." Thus far I have had strength given me
for the performance of duty, and here I raise my Ebenezer

:

" Hither by thy grace I'm come,

And I hope by thy good pleasure,

Safely to arrive at home."

There is a beautiful hymn and tune in the Manhattan collec-

tion, page 200. We have a good deal of singing and music here,

but not much good music. Tlie style of singing docs not please

one very well, who lias imbibed Mr. Hastings' love of distinct ar-

ticulation and expression.

With much affection,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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New York, October 6th, 1838.

Mr. John M. Lowrie—
Di;ar Cousin:—The news of our clear Sarah's death was en-

tirely unexpected. I had heard she was unwell, and apparently

decliniiiiT, but had no expectation at all that she would so soon be

called hence.

I can sympathize with you, dear cousin, for your case is much
hke my own. In my first session at College I lost my mother, and
in my third my sister ; a sister too, whose sweet and engaging dis-

position had niade her to be loved by all who knew her. It is my
prayer and my hope that this affliction may be sanctified to us all,

and that, while our ties to earth are being severed one by one, we
may be the closer drawn to our God, and may place our affections

more and more in heaven, where there is no more sickness nor

sorrow, nor pain nor death. My return to New York this fall was
rendered solenm by several circumstances. About a month ago,

one of our Sunday School teachers, an amiable and pious young
lady, died ;

and last Monday, a sister of another. These circum-

stances seem to have cast a gloom over the circle of our friends

here, which is increased by the dangerous illness of two or three

others. Truly we live in a world of death, and it seems strange

that we should ever seek for happiness in such a world.

" None but Jesus

Can do helpless sinners good."

Messrs. Scott, Freeman, and Warren, with their wives, expect

to sail from Philadelphia for India next Monday. Father is at

Philadelphia now, and will not return until they go. I became
very nnicli attached to Brother Scott this summer. He was for-

merly my Bible class teacher at College, and it was very pleasant

to renew our mutual acquaintance again. His wife is spoken of

as a most superior woman ; I have been much disappointed in not
seeing her. Mr. and Mrs. Warren spent a day or two with us, in

the fore-part of this week.

Your affectionate cousin.

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton, February 22d, 1839.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Brother:—I have not laughed as heartily this session,

as I did when reading that "called in the vernacular tongue" let-

ter you sent me some time ago. My good landlady, by whom I

was sitting, said there must be something very funny in it, for she
never knew me to laugh so before. I have just been reading it

over, and feel my spirits quite elevated.

This has been a great day here among the College students.

They had some twenty or twenty-five speeches, (Senior.) all deliv-

ered in our Seminary Chapel, as their own is not large enough.
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They have one very amusing custom here on such occasions

:

some of the wittier chaps ^et together and form a Hst containing
the names of all who speak, to each of which they add a subject,

and the name of some tune. In all tliese sul)jects, tunes, c^c,
there is some allusion to some peculiarity in the sj)eakers

1 attended but for a few minutes, being busy with my Hebrew
and a Report for Society of Inquiry. We fmd it dilliciilt even
here to keep up the interest in our Society of Jnquiry, though the
organization is very perfect. The Conunittee meetings here are
almost as profitable as those of the Society of Inquiry, as we
usually discuss some question, or have an essay on some subject

connected with the object of the Committee.
On the subject of personal religious feeling, I suppose I can

sympathize with you as formerly. It is distressing to feel that

we ought to be more engaged in tlie service of God, and yet feel a
deadness, a numbness of all the moral feelings, when we contem-
plate divine things. In such a condition, the word of God, while
we see that it has force, makes no impression on us

;
prayer seems

more like a task than a pleasure ; meditation is a tedious, taste-

less thing. And yet we cannot feel happy in the world
; that

does not satisfy us
;
that cannot fill the aching void. But it is

profitable to be left thus, at times
;

for then we feel more and
more our own weakness, and perhaps it would not do for persons
constituted as you and I are, to enjoy too much of mere comfort:
we would place our hearts too much on the pleasure, and be in

danger of forgetting Him from whom it came. On this subject

there is great danger, too, of our making mistakes, and, because
we do not enjoy religion as much as formerly, of thinking we are
not as engaged as we were then. The truth, I suppose, is, that

we are not to measure our standard of piety by our enjoyment, so

much as by the steadiness of our purpose of self-consecration to

God. The more willing we feel to renounce all for him, to sub-

mit to him, to be anything or nothmg as he chooses—indeed, to

have our will entirely swallowed up in his, just so far, and no far-

ther, do we grow in grace. Like John tlie Baptist we shall say
of our Saviour, "He must increase, but I must decrease." And
there is a pleasure in lying d nvn at the feet of Jesus, and yielding

ourselves to him, which may not be accompanied with tunuiltuous

joy, but it brings a calm and holy peace which the world never

knew. At such times we look on death and the grave without

fear, nay, almost with desire ; for, though we are willing to labor

our three score years and ten, yet we feel that " to be with Christ

is far better." Dear brother, when you feel your heart so cold,

does it not rejoice you to think that in heaven it will not be so?

—

that there you shall know and love as much as you wish, and
that these vexing cares and trying experiences will be no more 1

" There is an hour of peaceful rest

To mourning wanderers given

3
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There is a joy for souls distressed

—

A balm for every wounded breast

:

'Tis found above—in heaven.'"

Wherefore, my brother, comfort your heart, with these words.

The Psahnist, in his affliction, remembered God "from the land

of the Hermonites, and the hill Mizar." There is a land and a

hill to which you can refer with feehngs of joy—I need not say

where nor when. I commenced the preceding page with my own
heart in the dust ; but these thoughts have gladdened it and re-

freshed me.

I think you will be highly delighted with the Seminary course,

especially the study of Hebrew ;
nothing ever delighted me so

much, in the wny of study, as that venerable language; and the

facilities of studying it are now so great that any one may ac-

quire it. Get Nordheimer's Grammar by all means, and don't

think of any other; it is a real treat to read that Grammar.
I must close, but only for want of time to write more. The

Jefferson students here are all well, and, if they knew I w^as writ-

ing, would doubtless ask to be remembered to you.

Farewell.—Pray for me.
In Christian love, yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ April 19th, 1839.

Mr. Roger Owen—
Dear Brother :—You are now probably returned, and are

about to commence your pastoral visitation. I could wish to be

along with you, to go from house to house, and step in and chat a
few moments, and say something about the weather, and something
about the school, and, on a good occasion, something for our Mas-
ter,—and then pass on. May our Father bless you in your visits,

and in all you do about that beloved school. I hope and pray
you may find your highest expectations more than realized, and
that the Lord will come down, and make bare his arm in your
midst this summer. Remember me very kindly to Prof Smith.
As to advice about conducting the school, &c., I am not competent
to give any that would be of much use to you. I hope sincerely

you will still continue the missionary talks; and, if you have op-

portunity, it might be well for you to get as many of the people as

possible to take the Chronicle.

Permit me to congratulate you on your success at the last Con-
test. I can do so, without anything of the spirit of Society which
I felt when at College ; and 1 may also add my earnest hope, that

my dear brother will not be injured, as too many others have been,

by the honors of this world, which, though glittering, are unsatis-

fying
;

though apparently full, are empty ; though promising
much, are deceitful.

We shall look for you here next fall, and I hope to have work
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ready for you, when you do coine. You will find some warm
hearts ready to receive you ; and, however you may be disap-

pointed as to the degree of piety here, you will still find many and
great, and exceeding precious privileges, and means of preparing
for future usefulness, which you would not probably find else-

where. But bring with you the pure and glowing fiame of [)iety,

or you will find it difficult to kindle it here. As is the standard
of piety in Colleges, so, very nearly, will it be in the Seminary.
They who are faithful or unfaithful in the lower sphere, will be

much the same in the higiier. I hope, especially, you will make
your influence felt in the Brainerd Evangehcal Society. It is

your last summer, and I am sure you will find no greater privi-

leges here than you enjoy there. That Society ought to do much,
and you should not confine your efforts merely to attempt to kin-

dle the fiame in your own breast, .though even this you will find

hard work. It is best roused by active exertion in endeavoring to

go out of one's self You know our two resolutions, to '-converse

with the impenitent," and '' to converse with Christians ;" what-
ever you may do about the former of these, the latter is worth a
serious trial again. Both had an excellent effect on us that sum-
mer. But T am lecturing to you with as mnch authority as if I

were your master, and not merely your fellow-servant. Did you
ever observe that all the seven epistles in Rev. ii. and iii. com-
mence, " I know thy ivorks ?" There is something curious and
worthy of thought about that.

Monday, April 22nd. Dr. Brown came to my room on Friday
night, and the Jefferson students assembled, and we had an
hour's talk, and sung and prayed twice. It was as much as I

could do to keep from weeping, when the venerable old Doctor
raised the first tune. It seemed like former times, when we met
in the Senior Hall, and lifted up our hearts to God.

Your affectionate brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Prificeton, June 24th, 1839.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Brother:— .... I am very sorry you cannot come

here in the fall. To me nothing would afford greater pleasure;

for one of kindred spirit with myself, to enter fully into all my
feelings and sympathize with me, I have not found since we parted

—at least, none like yourself It puins me now at times, when I

think how inuch mor<; profitable we might have been to each

other in the Christian life. But it also rejoices me, to think of our

seasons of Christian intercourse, and of the long walks we had

over the hills, when we talked of heaven, and our hearts burned

as our Saviour met with us by the way. Do you ever now enjoy

such seasons ? Yesterday Dr. Alexander preached on 2 Cor. iii. 18
;

" We all, with open face," (fee. While preaching, a few thoughts
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of the astonishing condescension and love of Jesus, the g^reat God.

taking our nature upon him, and living "manifest in the flesh,"

seemed to fill my mind. I could readily conceive of a Christian's

soul being swallowed up in contemplation of God's character and

the Saviour's love. Oh ! the riches of boundless, endless grace !

Yet it is not often this icy heart is thus melted, and oh, it is much
easier for the flame once kindled to die away, than to mount up

and reach towards heaven. Dear brother, pray for me. The
Christian's life is a warfare, and more and more do I feel that

every day must witness conflicts and battles sore and long. Why
should the soldiers slumber when the enemy is upon them? Es-

pecially why should the leaders be remiss when the danger is so

urgent 7

The subject of missions receives some attention here, but not

what it deserves. Last term the interest w^as considerable, and
there were twelve or fifteen who looked forward to the foreign

field as their future destination. How flourishes the spirit of mis-

sions at College? You have never mentioned this in any of your

letters. 1 hope the Brainerd Society prospers. That band of bro-

thers might do wonders; they ought to do much. So we all

should. But oh ! how cold our love, how weak our faith is found.
" Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Most truly yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ July 10th, 1839.

Mr. Roger Owen—
Dear Brother :—Your last letter contained good and bad

news. I almost envied you the privilege of going round among
those dear people, and of superintending that beloved school ; but

I rejoiced that you accomplished so much, and that the Lord
seemed so to smile on your efforts. May his blessing crown them
with greater and yet greater success ! I wish you would write to

me soon, and draw oflf a little diagram of the school, and mark
down the position of every class, number of scholars in it, and
teacher's name. You have been making such additions to the

school that I don't know how you look
;
and then just give me the

order of exercises.

The bad news in your letter was the illness of Mrs. S. and
Mrs. G. By a letter to Griffith, I hear they are both called away.
The stroke fell heavily upon me, and I was forced to feel the truth

of the sentiments of a piece in my Album, written by Mary Ann.
"Oh what a changeful world is this," (fee. The news of their

death, though feared for some time, came unexpectedly; I did

hope to see at least one of them in the fall. I shall never forget

an expression used by Mrs. S., when I was sitting by the window
in their house one Sabbath morning. She suddenly spoke to me;
" Mr. Lowrie, don't you expect to go to India ?" I told her yes.
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"Well, I just thought so ;" and soon after she said with deep emo-

tion, "Well, Mr. Lowrie, we will think of you when you ^o tlieie."

My heart was full, and I could only say, " 1 hope so." If the spir-

its of the blest may look down anil see their friends on earth, per-

haps she and her daughter will think of me, but they will never

on earth again see me or hear of me.

" Yet why should we a drop bemoan,

Who have the fountain near."

And while Jesus thinks of us, and he will never forget us, why
should we sorrow too much for the encouragements of our friends ?

Tell me a good deal in your next about their last days
;
and if

you could secure me some little memento of either or both of

them, I would prize it highly.

Now a little about myself. I was at home in May and half of

June, but did very little
;
came back liere about the middle of

June, and foimd my hands full of business at once, besides the

regular studies of the Seminary. I have charge of the Seminary
Library, of a prayer-meeting weekly in Q,ueenston, about one mile

from the Seminary, and about two weeks ago, when the superin-

tendent of our Sunday School in Q^ueenston resigned, I was unan-
huously elected to fill his place. The school is small, but much
out of order just now, consequently I have much to do. Come on
in the fall, and we will have a class ready for you. Last Sabbath
morning, I got to thinking how we used to walk about, and go up
and down those long steep hills, and all around there. "The
memory of joys that are past is like the music of Caryl, pleasant

and mournful to the soul."

We have a couple of brethren in the seminary going out to

Africa in two weeks, Canfield and Alward ; the former is licensed

to preach, the latter is not yet. They go to explore, and will

probably return and spend the first unhealthy season here. I

feel a deep interest in that mission. Three others go to India in

the fall. There are, besides these, ten or eleven others here who
look forward to the work of missions, besides several who are ex-

amining the stibject. Remember us in your prayers. Please

write soon.

My time is up and I must bid you good-by. The blessing of

our Father in heaven be with you.

Your brother in Christian affection,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ August 21st, 1839.

To Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Friend :—Your letter did me good like a cordial. It

convinced me, though I did not need that, that there was one per-

son in the world who cared for so useless and insignificant a crea-
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ture as myself; that I was sometimes affectionately remembered
when the lowering clouds without were but an emblem of the

deeper gloom within ; and when despondency seemed to paralyze

the energies of the soul, that still there were those who would
pray for me, and sympathize with me. It was good news from a

far country
;
and, if you will pardon the comparison, as Jonathan

stripped off his own robe and gave it to David, so did the disposi-

tion and frame you seemed to be in steal over my mind.

There is not much missionary spirit in the Seminary at present,

and few, if any, have lately decided to go abroad. Still there ap-

pears to be an under-current of feeling on the subject, which, we
hope, will soon manifest itself openly. I have not yet decided

where to go, and do not expect to, for some time. But let me
whisper in your ear, for I don't want it known, that I look to a

field nearer home than China, or even North India. Don't hold

up your hands in astonishment at this—I mean Western Africa,

the white man's grave. There has been a great change of feeling

in the Seminary, in regard to this field, since I came here. Last
summer, at the first part of the session, there was not one student

who even thought of Western Africa as a missionary field. But
during the course of the last winter, one, and then another, of the

brethren determined to go to Western Africa, and they have now
gone. May our Father go with them ! I look on this experiment
with deep interest ;—it is yet an experiment, but I hope it will be
successful.

My religious feelings are exceedingly cold at present. It is dif-

ficult to be always engaged in the critical study of the Bible, and
collateral objects of inquiry, and not have the mind at times drawn
away from the spirit to the mere letter of the commands. Yet I

do at times, even in recitation, obtain a glimpse of Him whom my
soul loveth

;
and O, how sweet is his countenance ! The doc-

trine of justification by faith has appeared to me in a clearer light

this summer than ever before ; and though sometimes the " old

man" seems to revolt against it, yet it always seems the most
glorious to God, and worthy of acceptance. It gives an immova-
ble ground of confidence, and removes every reason for despair.

O that we may both heartily embrace it, and be saved for Christ's

sake only !

Write to me soon.

Your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton. December 5th, 1839.
My Dear Mother—

I am afraid you will think I am forgetting you entirely
;
but I

am kept so busy by various matters, that there seems to be no
time for correspondence, or writing, or any of the social duties.

We have received forty-seven new students this session, and
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probably will receive a few more. Much to my gratification, two
of my most intimate College friends are among the number. This,

with other mercies, makes my cup ovcrliow. My lieahh has con-

tinued very good. I felt rather lonely in leaving home to come
here, and it did seem but too short a time to spend but two weeks
with you

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton, December 11th, 1839.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Brother:—Your very welcome epistle was taken up

principally in proposing objections to Western Africa as a mission-

ary field ; and I was glad to read them
;
not that they have al-

tered the current of my desires, but they brought the subject fully

before me again.

Your objections were—1st. The unhealthiness of Western Af-

rica, and 2nd. The prospects of usefulness in North India or

China. The first is a strong one, and even stronger, perhaps, than
you suppose

;
in one point of view, and to one ignorant of the facts,

it is so. Of one hundred and ten missionaries sent by the Church
Missionary Society, in the course of thirty years, a very large propor-

tion died in two or three months, and vastly the majority before

they did anything : yet the very first one who went out lived

twenty-three years, and several others shorter periods. But the

question is, why so many died so soon ? Answer : 1st. Because
of the unhealthiness of the climate. 2nd. Because far less was
known of the climate of Westein Africa by medical men than of

almost any other tropical country
;
and therefore their remedies

were not so skilfully applied, nor preventives so effectually used

in the first instance. 3d. Because many of the missionaries act-

ed exceedingly rashly when they first commenced operations.

They came from England and Germany, and, in some cases, with

insutficient accommodations on their voyage. They commenced
their labors immediately. During the hot summer they preached

two or three times every Sabbath, superintended schools during

the week, worked at hard work often. Others, particularly fe-

males, died of complaints not peculiar to any climate. As to the

first reason, it is with me a question whether the climate of Africa

is at all more unhealthy than that of India.

Now for the second.—The prospect of doing a great deal of ijood

is very flattering in India. But is Africa to be left until hidia is

evangehzed? Perhaps, also, we do not at all know what the

prospects are in Africa. I am inclined to think them very exten-

sive. Certainly our missionaries have their hands full, and much
more. What else can they say in India? As:ain. the human
heart is the same everywhere

;
yet I apprehend thot there are not

so many obstacles in Africa to the conversion of the natives as
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there are in India. They are a ruder people ; they have less to

pride themselves upon in the way of sciences, arts, and wealth,

than the Hindus
;
and we know that not many noble, not many

mighty, are called. True, the Lord is able to convert the learned

and proud, just as well as the ignorant and degraded
;
blessed be

his name for it : yet still, do we not commonly find, that among
the latter there are more cases of hopeful conversion than among
the former? But I liave not time now to continue the subject.

These are some of the reasons, barely mentioned, and thrown
together without any order, that combine to make me prefer

Western Africa. China, I fear, is to me out of the question.

My life will prol)ably be short at best, and I certainly expect the

greater part of it would be gone before I could master that lan-

guage. Siam I might like on some accounts. I have talked of

India often, and while my brother was there, I thought of that

countr}^ ; but it has never appeared to me in so inviting an aspect

as it has to some others. My sympathies are awakened for Af-

rica. My judgment, perhaps influenced somewhat by my sympa-
thies, speaks for her ; the prospects of usefulness call loudly

;

objections do not seem so strong to me as to some others ; and
" Here am I, Lord," is all I have to say about this subject. My
mind is not made up, and will not be, till I have more carefully

examined the subject. The Lord direct my inquiries, and yours
also, my dear brother.

We are now engaged in studying theology—an interesting, de-

lightful, and infinite suijject.

Yours in the most cordial Christian love,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ January 2d, 1840.

My Dear Mother—
.... I sometimes find it very difificult to refrain from quoting

the words of Scripture, to point a joke or to adorn a tale. The
words are suggested to the mind so appropriately, that it seems as

if we could hardly help using them. Yet this certainly is a temp-
tation either of Satan or our own deceitful hearts, and therefore

should be avoided. It is a hard thing so to keep our lips that they
offend not, and one is reminded sometimes of that Scripture, " If

any man oflfend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able

also to bridle the whole body." How inconceivable to us poor
creatures it seems, that our Saviour, in all his stay upon earth,

never spoke an idle word
;
yet such was the fact.

Last Sabbatli I was reading Psalm xci. in the Sabbath School.

The last verse is, "With long life will I satisfy him, and show
him my salvation." The word " satisfy," has great force and
expressiveness here. Men generally are not satisfied with life

;

they wish it were longer, and when about to die, they shrink back
from the approaching conflict. The life too of the child of God
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may end here ; but the promise is, that hereafter he shall be satis-

fied with life ; and as nothing less than eternal life will satisfy the

souls in heaven, there they shall be satislicd. . . .

Very affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ January 7th, 1840.

Mr. Thomas W. Kerr—
Dear Cousin :— ... Our class is on the whole quite a pleasant

one ; we have some men in it of superior talents, and I trust we have

some of deep, devoted piety. At present there is quite an inter-

esting state of fceUng in tlie class, on tlie subject of personal duty

to the heathen
; and several of the class are inquiring very seriously

as to their own duty. There are twelve or fifteen in the Seminary

who expect to be missionaries, and from present appearances we
hope there will be eight or ten more soon

;
yet this is not a sutfi-

cient proportion ! It does seem as if many of our theological stu-

dents were unwilling to examine this subject. I would hope that

such is not the case with the brethren in your Seminary, but dare

hardly believe it. Oh that we could all feel more deeply on this

subject, one that concerns so neaily our present and future hap-

piness, the welfare of immortal souls, and the glory of God.

Among those in the Seminary who have decided to be mission-

aries, quite a pleasant, even a delightful feeling exists, and it is

good to be with them.

I should like dearly to have a good social chat with you, like

some of those we used to have in Ganonsburg. I look back on

my intercourse with you and Elizabeth, as among my most pleas-

ant times in Ganonsburg; and Miller's Run, and the old log

school-house—church 1 mean—and the shady trees, and the acorns

falling down instead of gourds. But I am at the end of my sheet.

Farewell

—

pray for me. May the richest blessings of our Father

in heaven rest on you both.

Your affectionate cousin and Christian brother,

W. M. Lowrie.

Princeton, February 21st, 1840.

Mr. John M. Lowrie—
Dear Cousin:— . ... I was reading Turrettin's Theology this

morning, about the tree of life, and the comparison he instituted

between the tree of life and Christ was really most delightful. I

could ahnost believe I was in heaven partaking of its fruits, lui-

merous and varied and rich as they are ; sitting under its shade,

and quaffinof of the river of the water of life, that flows from tlie

throne of God and the Lamb. Oh for that happy time when

faith shall be turned to sight, and expectation to the full fruition

of the holy joys of heaven. But alas, the language of mourning
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and soiTow suits me best. I know but in part, and I am sancti-

fied but in part. I see but througb a glass darkly, and eternal

things fade away in the distance, while earthly trifles fill the mind.

But it will not always be so. The Lord prepare us, both living

and dying, to glorify his name !

.... With my present views of the holy ministry, I would
rather spend four years than three in preparing directly for it, and
certainly I think there will be no reason to regret having spent a,

session extra in reference to it.

I find that in every place I have still the same evil heart, the

same proneness to depart from God ; and I fear very much, lest

after a while, the exercises of this place, admirably calculated as

they appear to be for the cultivation of piety, should degenerate

witli me into a mere round of formal duties. Nothing but con-

stant dependence on God, and constant renunciation of ourselves,

can possibly secure us from danger.

I am more and more convinced that the Bible, the word of God,
should be the great study of the minister of God, and that all

other studies should be subservient to this. Even theology is only

valuable so far as it gives us clearer views of what the Bible

teaches, and connected views of its great doctrines. With a com-
prehensive and extended knowledge of the Bible as a whole, and
in detached portions, we shall be workmen that need not be

ashamed.
Your aflfectionate cousin, W. M. Lowrie.

Sabbath Evening, March 8th, 1840.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Brother :—I never think of writing a letter on the

Sabbath, except to some intimate Christian friend, or other person,

with whom I wish to hold religious intercourse
; and it seems to

me that it is as lawful to do this as to hold Christian conversation

with a Christian brother for consolation, or with an impenitent per-

son for his conviction. Do you remember the day of the month
when we joined the church together? I have forgotten the pre-

cise date, but it must have been about this time five years ago.

Five years ! How little could we, or did we, then know of what
should happen in the time that has already past ! How little did

we know of the trials, and difficuUies, and temptations we should
have to encounter in our Christian course. 1 verily fear that, could

1 have foreseen these difficulties I should have greatly doubted, or

but for the grace of God should have even despaired of ever strug-

gling on for five years amidst them. Now^ I do not regret what is

past. When one is once fairly through with any dilficulty, he
cannot find it in his heart to regret that he has encountered it.

But to look forward, for five, or it may be fifty years, and to think
of maintaining a constant contest with in-dwelling sin ! Surely
it may well appal the stoutest heart. Yet, we may answer this
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fear in two ways. He that lias led us, and fed us in the wilder-

ness so long, will not now desert us; nnd it argues great want of

faith, and much ingratitude, to suspect that God's feelings toward

us vary atid change with the transient emotions of our own vari-

able minds. And second, we go entirely beyond our sj3here wlien

we think of calculating how long we have to live, and how long

we have to contend with Satan. " There is but a step between

me and death." We know not that we shall see either fifty or five

years ; nay, before this letter reaches its destination, one or other

of us may have gone where there is no need of watchfulness and
fisrhtinofs. How foolish, then, to harass our minds with vain doubts

and fears of what we cannot tell shall ever happen to us. Our
duty is concerned only with the present time. "Secret things,"

except as revealed by prophecy, " belong unto the Lord our God,"

and he will direct them l)est.

You have probably had these thoughts often in your mind, yet

the knowledge that they have sometimes had a good effect on the

mind of your Christian brother, may not be ungrateful to you.

I have to mourn my exceeding coldness and deadness in religion
\

while 1 have hardly ever had clearer views of religious things than

for some time past, yet it has seemed to me that my affections have

never been less vigorous than during the same period. I see so much
with the intellectual eye, which the heart does not appear to be at

all aware of, that I must lie very low before God. I often wonder
why I am yet spared, and fear very greatly that I shall never be

of any use in the ministry, so that often " my soul chooses death

rather than life." True, this feehng of despondency is not right,

and doubtless it often arises more from disappointed pride than

from true humility. Oh, who can understand his wa.ys !
—"Lord,

cleanse thou me from secret faults, and keep thy servant back

from presumptuous sins."

Did you ever meditate on Psalm xcii. 13? "Those that be

planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our

God." Does that mean that those who commence to live in God's

service here, though it be but a commenceinent, a planting, shall

live forever, and flourish in the upper sanctuary above? This is

certainly true, but does this verse teach it? We are but nursery

plants here, soon to be taken to the Paradise of God, there to

flourish evermore. How consoling is this to our weakness, and

doubts and fears !

In the Sabbath School of which I have charge, there are some

hopeful prospects, but alas ! few and faint.—The longer I live the

more 1 see of my own deficiencies, and of my unfitness for the

great work,—and my faith does not appear to grow in proportion

to the difficulties that meet me. How hard it is to concpier self-

righteousness, and trust fully and securely on Jesus Christ alone.

Pray for me.

Your truly affectionate brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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Princeton, April 30th, 1840.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Brother :— .... Our session is very near its end,

and 1 am heartily glad of it, for I am nearly worn down. I felt

more completely sick yesterday than I have done for nearly five

years
;
and, though better to-day, I am still weak. This earthly

house wiU be dissolved, certainly before many years, it may be,

in a short time
; and then, what awaits me? I can look forward

to death without apprehension, sure that Christ can and will save
me, and feeling that there is none other who can

;
yet I feel often

afraid that so unprofitable a servant will not be received. Surely
it would not be on account of my own exertions, were I ever so

useful
;
yet I fear lest I have been so unprofitable as to have given

no proofs of being really a servant. But though often depressed

on account of a prevailing sense of unworthiness and sin, and
scarcely ever experiencing much joy, yet I do have peace, through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

I have been often of late at the bed-side of an aged Christian,

who is gradually sinking away, like

" The western evening light,

Which melts in deepening gloom."

I asked him yesterday morning, if he still enjoyed the peace of

God ? " Oh, yes, constantly
; not a cloud is on my mind : I seem

to have no will of my own, but am waiting the Lord's time." He
seems, truly, ready to depart ; and though his death will be a
severe trial to his family, and to myself, yet it will be to him but
going home.^ Were it not that, perhaps, there is something for

me yet to do in this world, I could wish to be in his place. Yet
not my will, but thine, O Lord, be done.

Mr. Canfield, who has been to Western Africa, on an exploring
mission, returned a few weeks since. He has been here for three
or four days, most of the time in my room ; and I have had much
conversation with him on that field. He is so well pleased that
he intends returning as soon as the Board will send him, and is

very anxious I should go as soon as I leave the Seminary. I cer-

tainly feel very greatly inclined that way, though not disposed to

do anything rashly in the matter. I must know before long what
is my duty. What say you ? I wish we could have a full and
free conversation on the subject, for a letter will not contain the
tenth part of what I could say. I think the result of this mission
has made it pretty certain that the way is open, and the prospects
for life and usefulness fair ; and it is certainly one of the most
interesting missionary fields in the world. At present I stand in
this position : if I were to oflTer myself to the Board to-day, I would
say, " Send me to any part of the world, and I will go. I do not,
however, wish to go to our Western Indians, and would prefer
Western Africa." The matter is coming home to me now, for it



LETTERS. 45

may be my duty to ofFer myself to the Board during this year
;

and I rejoice to be able to say, that I never felt more willing to do

so. It is a wonderful thing that such poor creatures as we should

be allowed to do anything for the honor of our God, and tliat he
should condescend to accept our weak endeavors.

. . . This is a lovely country in the evening. I am never weary
of gazing on the vast, plain from my window, and watching the

variegated appearance it presents. The trees have now become
quite green, and about sunset it presents a scene of surpassing

beauty. I do not know whether other persons enjoy scenery as

much as I do, but it has a most soothmg effect on my mind
; and

yet, gaze on it as I may, there is still a longing after something

more—something higher, something holier, a longing after heaven,

where we shall have no desires that cannot be satisfied. Such a

view as is now spread out before my window always reminds me
of heaven ; and very often, of our walk over the hills, when the

glory of heaven appeared to us both.

Your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Neio York, July 27th, 1840.

To A Sabbath School Scholar—
My Dear William :—I am persuaded that the accompanying

little book will not be an unacceptable memento of a former

friend—of one who not only formerly was your friend, but who
still feels in you an interest not easily to be expressed. The book

has a quaint title, but it is written by somebody who knows much
of the world, much of the heart, and much of his Bible. In this

case, as in many others, you will find, that a plain title is like the

old sign over the door of a rich merchant. It may not be very

inviting on the outside, but when you enter you are charmed by

the variety, the order, and the value of the merchandise
;
and at

every step your admiration for the occupant is increased. I need

not ask you to read the book, for its own merits would soon in-

duce you to do that ; and I feel sure that your friendship for me
would incline you to do so. But I do ask you to ponder well the

contents of some of its chapters, such as " The Warning," p. 150,

and others. You will find them full of weighty matters, and, with

the blessing of God, they may often direct you in your course

through life, and make you wise unto salvation.

It seems but a little while since we used to meet together in the

Session-room, and enjoy our nmtual interviews ;
and yet two years

have passed. It would be in vain for me to attempt to tell you

how often my thoughts run back to that time, and the pleasure

that the recollection of my intercourse with my beloved class af-

fords me. It is a green spot in a journey, the most of which has

been a pleasant one ; it is a flower of a brigliter hue, and sweeter

smell, in a garden where many " plants of desire" have grown

;
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and though at times a deep depression of spirits does come over
me, yet even then the remembrance of my former acquaintance
with you, is " the memory of joys tliat are past—pleasant and
mournful to the soul." But the probability is, that we shall not
often meet togetlier again. Our lots are likely to be widely apart,

our occupations to be very different. When we do meet, we shall

probably meet but for a short time, soon to part. Let not our
parting be forever. We must meet yet once again, and after that

there will either be no more parting, or an eternal separation.

My dear William, what would I not give to see you a follower of

the meek and lowly Jesus ?—to see you acknowledging him as

your Master
; adorning his cause by the talents you possess

;

seeking not your own glory, but his who made you
;
pleasing not

yourself, but him who has done so much for you. Let me entreat

you to make your peace with God, through Jesus Christ.

I am sorry for your present indisposition, but perhaps it is sent

in mercy, to remind you that you are here but for a season, and
to excite you to come to Him now, and find salvation. Such is

God's usual object in sending affliction of any kind, and though
for the present it may seem " not joyous but grievous, yet after-

wards it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness to them
that are exercised thereby." I need hardly tell 3^ou why it is so

important that you should seek religion now. You know that

this is the best time
;

tliat delays are dangerous ; that mercy,
which is now waiting, may not always wait ; that the longer you
continue impenitent, the more sinful you become, and the less

disposed to turn to religion. You know that religion is not a
gloomy thing, for what can there be in religion to make a man
sad ? Surely not that God is reconciled to him, not that his sins

are pardoned, and that he has the hope of heaven. Religion has
its sorrows, but the sorrows of the world are far greater, and far

more lasting. Religion has its joys, which the world knows not

—

joys more lasting than time, more precious than earth's jewels.

Peace with God, peace in the heart, the joy of holiness and con-
formity to God, the expectation of perfect holiness hereafter,

—

these are joys that will remain with their possessor in sickness

as well as in health, in poverty as well as in riches, in death
as well as in life, in the convulsions of nature, when the heavens
are dissolved, and the elements melt with fervent heat, as well as

in the quiet moments of retirement, and the calm solitudes of

holy meditation.

I have written to you freely, because I wished to do you good,

and because I hope your friendship for me will induce you to

receive with kindness a few words of affectionate counsel. When
I have gone far hence to the Gentiles, may I not hope still to live

in your memory,—and may I not trust that my intercourse with
you has been both pleasant and profitable? Farewell—may the
God of all grace bless you, for Christ's sake.

Yours most truly, W. M. Lowrie.
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Neil) York, July 27th, 1840.

To A Sabbath School Scholar—
Mv Dear Charles :—Accompanying tliis, I send you a small

book, as a memento of myself,—not that I fear you will soon, if

ever, fors^et the pleasant times of other years, when as teacher and

scholar we met together ;—but because tlie sight of anything that

once belonged to an absent friend, will easily recall him to mind,

and often awaken associations that would otherwise have slept in

the bosom. And what associations \vi\\ the sight of anytliing

that recalls me to your recollection, awaken? Our intercourse

has been principally in the Sabbath School. It was short, but it

was pleasant. I believe our affection and friendship for each

other was mutual, and, at the present time, few things afford me
more pleasure than to remember the hours spent in the corner of

the Session-room, where, with my class around me, we conversed

on the revelation made by a gracious God to his sinful and lost

creatures. And now, in my occasional visits to this place, few

occiurences afford ine more gratification than to meet with any
of my former class, and converse wnth them of other days. In

the moments of gloom and despondency, which at times cloud my
mind, and occasion sorrow such as those who have never felt what
melancholy is can scarcely conceive, there are few things that can

more speedily cheer my mind, and reassure me that there are some
who care for me, than to dwell on the seasons spent in the Chris-

topher street Sabbath School. The pleasure I myself feel, in rec-

ollecting these things, and in meeting with you, assures me that

you feel, to some extent at least, the same pleasure ; for it is com-
monly true that where affection exists at all, it is mutual. " As
in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man."
Such being the interest, then, that I feel in you, you will not won-
der that I ask, " what associations will anything that recalls me
to your recollection awaken?" nor to hear that often, when others

around me are slumbering, my thoughts revert to each one of my
class individually, and by name

;
and I think—what will become

of this one, and of that one ? Shall I ever meet with them in

this world ? What influence do the instructions they received

from me, exert upon their hearts? What deep impressions have

they produced ? And when we meet at the last great day, shall

we stand at the right hand of our glorious Judge? Nor will it

surprise you to hear that often I lift up the silent, and the uttered

prayer, for my " beloved scholars" in general, and for each one i)y

name, that they may be led by a gracious hand, that they may
be kept from the w^orld's temptations, that the instructions they

formerly received, and are now^ receiving, may be as the good seed

sown in good ground, and producing fruit unto eternal life.

I have been writing of myself, and of my own feelings, but it

was to show you the place yo-u hold in my heart, and to assiare

you that no changes of place, no length of time, can alter the in-



48 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

terest I feel in your welfare, temporal and spiritual. Now, my
dear Charles, shall my fondest anticipations concerning you be
realized, or have I been cherishing only the deceitful phantoms
of a mistaken fancy? Shall my prayers, poor and imperfect, but
sincere, be answered? Shall my efforts for your good be ever

crowned with success ? But I forget myself It is not on this

ground that 1 would urge on you the necessity of seeking religion,

and that now. No, the reasons are stronger, the motives are

higher. It is because you are an immortal creature
;
because by

nature you are a child of wrath
;
because, if your existence is to

be a blessing to you, you must be born again, otherwise it had
been better for you never to have been born ;

because, though in

yourself lost, guilty and helpless, there is yet hope, for the Son of

God became man to seek and save them that are lost ; because
he is ready and able to save to the uttermost, if you will believe

on him ; because he has a right to you ; because he calls you
;

because the Spirit strives with you ; and because if you come now,
you may find that yet there is room, that salvation is yours ; but if

you delay, the Spirit may be grieved, and take his departure, and
then farewell hope, farewell happiness, farewell God and heaven,
Christ, and his love ; and then—but I cannot suffer myself to

conceive the dreadful alternative when these are lost. Oh, flee

from the wrath to come. " There is now no condemnation to

them that are in Christ Jesus," and you may be in him if you
will. " Ye would not come unto me that ye might have life," is

the dreadful charge against those in Christian lands Avho receive

not eternal hfe. Oh, that you would lay these things to heart.

If you are laboring and heavy-laden, Christ will give you rest.

He is an all-sufficient, ever-present Saviour ; and amidst gloom
and sickness, sorrow and fear, he can deliver and protect you,

—

can bless and save you. You need just such a Saviour, and he
can fill all the desires of your heart.

I know that at times you must feel an aching void within 3^ou,

a desire after something you have never yet attained, a longing
after something that will fill the mind. You can find it nowhere
but in Christ. He is altogether lovely, and the more you know
of him the more you will admire him.

Let me recommend to you one thing. I feel persuaded that if

you attempt it, and persevere in it—with prayer for his blessing

—you will experience great benefit, and will ever rejoice that

you attempted it. It is—^at least once every week, I wish you
would do it daily—that you take some action of our Saviour, and
consider it carefully ; see what traits of character it exhibits, why
it was performed, and what it teaches

; or, take any one of his say-

ings, and think on it for some time. 1 would not say how long,

judge of that for yourself; but do not stop thinking upon it too

soon. Take, for instance, the birth of Christ, Luke ii. 7 ; his

weeping over Jerusalem, Luke xix. 41
; any of his miracles : or

his sayings, such as John iii. 36 ; iv. 14 ; Mark iv. 22, &c. I can



LETTERS. 49

tell you, from my own experience, that few things are more profit-

able.

But it is time for me to stop. Let me entreat again your serious

consideration of these things. If you ever feel disposed to write

to me, it will afford me great pleasure to liear from you, and to

answer your letters. I hope to see you yet exerting such an influ-

ence, and commanding such respect as your talents entitle you to

expect. But seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness

—and all these things shall be added unto you.

Yours most truly,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ August 22d, 1840.

My Dear Mother—
.... The time runs too rapidly for me, and in five weeks more

the session will close. We are but strangers and sojourners here,

soon to go hence. I have been very much struck in reading the

book of Genesis lately, to find how very often Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob, witli all their wealth and dependents, still speak of

themselves as strangers, sojourners and pilgrims. Could we only

realize that "here we have no abiding city," the trials and vexa
tions and disappointments that continually befall us would exert

but little infiuence, and would only induce us, like the traveller, to

hasten forward on our journey. And though it be often a painful

journey, it is one in which we have continual cause to make men-
tion of the loving-kindness of the Lord, who accompanies us, who
guides us, who leads us often by the still waters, and causes us to

lie down in the green pastures. He will be our guide unto death,

and then will not forsake us, " for this God is our God forever and
ever." So may it prove to us all.

lave you ever read Mrs. Hawkes' memoirs? I find them very

instructive, opening up fountains of deep Christian experience, and
displaying many of the deep things of religion. She was a wo-

man of strong mind, sincere piety, great kindness of lieart, and
though often in the former part of her life troubled with melan-

choly, yet afterwards uncom nonly cheerful in the midst of severe

sufferings. The best books of human composition require you to

read many pages to obtain any complete view of a person's char-

acter ; but in the Bible, you will find characters drawn most com-

pletely in a single sentence. You will learn more of their dispo-

sition, (fee, from an apparently trivial action or expression there

recorded, than from the most labored description in other books.

Why is this ? Truly the law of the Lord is perfect

Yours very truly,

W. M. Lowrie.
4
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Princeton^ September 3d, 1840.

Mr. John Lloyd—
My Dear Brother :— .... At the time 1 received your letter

I was not very well, and shortly afterwards went home and spent

a week there. I was at that time received under the care of the

Second Presbytery of New York, and had my pieces assigned me.

My Latin piece is, "An Christus pro electis solum mortuus sit?"

on which I have written an essay, and translated it into something
that professes to be Latin, and is so long" that it covers five foolscap

pages. This, with many and various other duties, has kept me
very busy for several weeks past. My health is now very good,

and I hope, Deo volente, to be licensed next April, and ordained

soon after.

.... I have just been examining a little insect on my window,
and comparing its body with those of other insects and with my
own. It is wonderfully different from them in shape, size, mate-

rials, uses, and objects. It has some members I do not possess,

and wants otliers granted to me. It has life, though not an inch

in length, and it appears to enjoy its existence. It is but one of

an infinitely numerous class of beings, each species of W' hich is so

different from every otiier, that we can hardly conceive of them as

possessing any qualities in common. Yet they have some, for

they all live, they all enjoy life, and they were all made by one
great and glorious Being. How condescending must He be, who
has so curiously wrought their httle frames. How wise, thus to

fashion their bodies. How kind, thus to grant them life and hap-
piness. How infinite in knowledge to know all their actions, to

direct and govern all their motions, to foresee and provide for all

their warns. Will He look with indifference on men? Will He
neglect to attend to them when they lift their eyes to Him, and
cry Abba, Father? Surely not.

But how hutnbhng is the thought, that\vith all our boasted wis-

dom and vaunted power, we cannot understand the hidden mys-
teries of these little insects, nor frame another like them. But
then it is a glorious truth, tliat hereafter we shall know all we
wish to know

;
and our knowledge, instead of pufifing us up, will

humble us, and cause us to love our God and Saviour more. And
even now, we may look on these little hving things, and say, " My
Father made them all." I thank thee, little fly ; the sight* of thee
has filled my soul with pleasant thoughts; and I write them here
that my friend may share them with me

Farewell.—The Lord be with you and bless you.

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ November 16th, 1840.

My Dear Mother—
Your letter from the distant south, came to me like good news

from a far country. You left New York September 30th, I left it
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the next day, and had a pleasant journey to Philadelphia, Canons-
biiig, Pittsburg, and Butler, going and returning, a tliousand miles

of travel. I spent a most pleasant Sabbath with the church at Mil-

ler's Run, where my old Sunday School is. At Pittsburg the

Synod was in session, and, both in that city and in Butler, 1 s;ivv

and spoke to many dear friends. For particulars, I refer you to

the inclosed. On the 5tli of November 1 arrived at my old room
in Princeton, prepared to say with gratitude, Hitherto the Lord has
helped and blessed me.

I have now got pretty fairly settled down to study. This is my
last session ; I can scarcely realize that so short a time as six

months will finish my theological course. It would not take much
to induce me to begin it again. At present, other duties seem to

call me hence; but w^ho is sufficient for these things?

I shall probably offer myself to the Board as a missionary soon,

unless something of which I know nothing, should occur to pre-

vent. Don't stay so long in the south, that you cannot be back
in time to see me off.

Yours most trulv,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ December 10th, 1840.

To THE Executive Committee of thi-: Board of Foreign
Missions of the Presbyterian Church—

It has been my wish and intention for several years to spend

my life as a missionary to the heathen. Believing that it is the

duty of the Church in her organized capacity to prosecute the

work of missions, I offer myself to you as a candidate for that

work ; and if accepted, shall hold myself in readiness to enter on

it shortly after the close of the present session of the Theological

Seminary.
I am now in my twenty-second year, and have been a professor

of religion for nearly six years. The work of missions has always

appeared to me to be identical with that of the ministry, requiring

the same talents and preparation, and demanding that those who
engage in it should be actuated by the same motives whicb influ-

ence those who enter on the ministry at home. The considera-

tions which have influenced me to believe I ought to enter some
foreign field, are, a desire for some such field, considered as a means
of being more useful, and the fact, that while comparatively a

large number are willing to enter the ministry at home, few will

go abroad. The call from heathen lands is loud. It nuist be

answered, and knowing no particular reason why I should settle

in this country, I feel prepared, with humility, and yet with cht^er-

fulness, to say, "Here am I, Lord, send me." In addition to this,

the leadings of Providence, ever since I first Joined the church,

and particularly since I entered this Seminary, have seemed to

direct my course far hence to the Gentiles.
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In making you this offer of my services, I shall leave it to the

Committee to decide on my field of labor. My own preferences

however are strongly towards Western Africa, and I am perfectly

willing to take on myself the responsibility of going to that field.

It has been before my mind distinctly for two years and a half,

and before either of your present missionaries to that field had de-

cided to go there. Still, if it be probable that my usefulness would
be greater elsewhere, ] shall willingly go to any other field. My
health is not robust, yet commonly it is good. I believe myself to

be more in danger of pulmonary diseases than of any other, but
should probably be less liable to them in a more southern climate

than this.

Praying that the Lord would bless and prosper the cause of

missions, and all those engaged either at home or abroad in

furthering it,

I remain with Christian respect and esteem, Yours, (fee,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton
J
January 2d, 1841.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear John :—Your letter of Dec. 6th, arrived here fifteen days

after date, but though long on the road was a very welcome guest,

and has been interrogated more than once as to the news and
state of matters and things with an old and dearly-beloved friend.

I cannot tell you how much I prize your friendship, nor how I

value your letters; but I often wonder how you can speak of me
in such glowing terms, when conscious to myself that such lan-

guage is so poorly deserved. I can attribute it only to the uniting

power of our common faith, and the grace of our common Lord,
who seems to have fitted us so well for each other, to be helpers

of each other's joy, and sympathizers in each other's sorrows.

After having been so intimately united in College, is it possible

that we shall never meet again ? You will perhaps wonder at

me if I tell you that within the last three months I have been
within one mile of you without seeing you—yet it was so. c
spent about three weeks in Pittsburg, Butler, and Canonsburg in

October, passing through Greensburgh. To my very great disap-

pointment, however, you had, just before I got in, gone to your
academy, and there was not time to send for you while the stage
stopped. I had a great wish to remain a day, but could not, and
with a heavy heart I left without seeing you. I hoped to have
found you here, but the Lord has seen fit to order it otherwise.
When shall we meet again?
My present plans are, to be licensed in April,—spend the sum-

mer preaching, either in New York or Pennsylvania,—probably,
though not yet decided, to spend another year in the Seminary,
and go out to Africa in 1842. I am now under the care of the
Missionary Board, but there is very little probability of my being
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sent off under a year, or a year and a half. Nor am I, considering

my age and qualifications, very anxious to go sooner, though per-

fectly willing to go this next suuuner, if necessary.

I offered myself to the Board some three weeks since, and ex-

pressed a decided preference for Africa as my field. 1 may be in

error, but it seems to me that the danger from the climate is very

greatly overrated, and if an entrance into the interior could be ef-

fected, which some English Baptist missionaries are now trying to

do, the probability is that we could live very well. The country

is populous. We owe them a deep debt. Their superstitions are

old, foolish, and feeble. They have a reverence for white men, ajid

would probably be willing to receive instruction. Tliere is a glori-

ous promise that '* Ethiopia shall soon stretch forth her hands unto

God." Is not the field white to the harvest—where are the

reapers ? . . .

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee, my brother.

W. M. LOWRIE.

Princeton^ January 2d, 1841.

Mr. John O. Proctor—
Dear Brother :— ... It is very humiliating to our pride, to find

how little knowledge we can acquire, after our utmost and perse-

vering efforts. It seems but like a drop in the bucket compared
with the vast amount of knowledge still unexplored, and of whose
very existence oftentimes we are whoUy ignorant. What a vast

collection of authors on every subject ! How much deep learning,

profound with eloquence and piety, is treasured up in the works of

other days, and yet how little of it all can we possibly know ! I

feel at times disposed to give up in despair. Life seems too short

to learn even all tbat a minister needs to know, leaving entirely

untouched what he would wish to understand, but is not compelled

to attend to. Looking at the ministry only so far as mere intel-

lectual qualifications are concerned, who is sulRcient for it ') And
yet this is a minor topic. To understand and feel the truths of the

Bible ;
to experience deeply the work of the Spirit ; to humble our-

selves before God, and submit our proud hearts implicitly to Ins

teaching ; to become fools for Christ's sake, that we may be wise

;

to confide ourselves in Christ's hands, and take him for our all-in-

all, and to live daily near unto him, and growing in conformity to

him

—

Hoc opus, hie labor est. It seems to me, that tlie ne;irer

I get to the oifice of the ministry, tlie less am I prepared for it,

either physically, mentally, or spiritually. Blessed be God for his

promise, " My grace is sulficient for thee." When we are weak,

then we are strong. Pray for me. I shall look for a letter from

you soon.

Yours, in the bonds of Christian affection,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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Princeton^ January 26th, 1841.

My Dear Mother—
. . . How checkered and changing is the condition of our family,

—some here, some there
; we meet together for a short time, and

tlicn we part. We are drawn up, as it were, from the sea of life,

and, like scattered drops of rain, we fall, some nearer, and some
further off; sometimes so close that we run together, at other

times scattered over wide lands. O that, like the rain, we may
refresh and fertilize every spot we touch, and be the means of mak-
ing even " the wilderness to bud and blossom like the rose." Like
the drops of rain too, we are but for a moment ; we are changed
into vapor that soon vanisheth away. Even such is our life

—

" like the foam on the water," we are cut off. So be it,—the num-
ber of our months is with God, and our days are determined. He
knoweth what is best for us. . . .

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Bedford, N. Y., May 26th, 1841.

My Dear Mother—
I have spent the week here very pleasantly. On the Sabbath I

preached twice, and attended a funeral, five miles off. These ex-

ercises wearied me very much.
I have Just had one of the longest jaunts among the rocks I

have had for some time. After ascending a number of small hil-

locks, each higher than the preceding, and each crowned with sev-

eral large rocks, I reached the top of the highest hill. The pros-

pect was beautiful, and on several sides extensive. Whilst resting,

I began to observe more minutely the top of the hill. Several
large rocks shot up obliquely from beneath the ground ; a few
moderate-sized trees were growing among them ; and I found sev-

eral little delicate flowers—a violet, a little white flower, and va-
rious kinds of grasses. What a contrast between the everlasting
rocks and the fading flowers, and yet both were found side by side.

1 could not help thinking of the way in which the Bible sometimes
groups together the grandest, and at the same time the most lovely
of God's attributes

; for example

—

"Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion
endureth throughout all generations. The Lord upholdeth all that

fall, and raiseth up all that be bowed down."

—

Psalm cxlv. 13, 14.

So admirably do the book of nature and the book of revelation

agree, when they speak of our heavenly Father. Pursuing my
observations farther, I found several busy ants tugging away at

their several loads, a little wood spider, and several delicately

formed little flies, all busy, and all apparently happy. Yet though
so small, God—the same God that founded the hills, and hardened
the rocks—was watching over them, and supplying their wants.
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I admired the wisdom and goodness displayed in everything there,

and witli, I trnst, a good deal of the spirit of a true worsliipper, I

knelt down on the hill-top to offer praises and prayers to him,
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, and who yet dwells

in the humble and the contrite heart. Such seasons are like fore-

tastes of heaven. I may never revisit that solitary place, yet I

hope often to remember it

Yours most affectionately, W. M. Lowrie.

Detroit, June 24th, 1841.

Dear Mother—
After leaving New York, the usual incidents of travel brought

me to Buffalo at 7 o'clock, p. m., on Saturday. I found a hearty

welcome at the Rev. J. C. Lord's, where I spent the Sabbath, and
preached for him, and on Monday took the steamboat for Detroit,

where I arrived on Wednesday morning. I was most kindly

received by R. Stuart, Esq., and his lady. This seems to be a
very pleasant city ; the upper part of Jefferson Avenue is really

beautiful. Roses are out in full bloom, and have been out for sev-

eral days. I went over to the Canada shore yesterday, and strolled

up the river two or three miles. I saw a red-coated sentinel patrol-

ling up and down the wharf, and on asking an American how long

he had been there, I received for an answer,—" Three years."
" What was he doing ?" '' Keeping the dogs off the ferry-boat."

In this city a great many people talk French, and they have a
French Roman Catholic church. I heard a most excellent prac-

tical discourse lust evening by Bishop McCoskrey. It made me
feel that though I was a stranger here, yet there were those here

whom I might hope to meet in a better world, where we shall

know perfectly.

I find doing nothing is hard work, and steamboat travelling is

not what some think it is. However, a little shaking in the

Michigan stages, on their primitive railroads, and perhaps on horse-

back, may be of service to health. I can hardly believe that lam
more than six hundred miles away from home. I often think,

and not unpleasantly, of the Scriptural phrase, " Strangers and
pilgrims." There is a great deal of meaning and beauty in the

verse

—

"While throuirh this clianging world we roam,
From infancy to age

—

Heaven is the Christian pilgrim's home,
His rest at every stage."

I could not help thinking, as we came up the lake, that we pass

through life, like a boat over the waters; and that the things

which now occupy our attention, though, like the waves, they

may amuse us for a moment, are yet, like the waves, soon to

change, and pass away. . . .

Love to all. W. M. Lowrie.
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Ogdeiishurgh, July 23dj 1841.

My Dear Father—
I arrived in this place about a week ago, and though Mr. Savage

was absent, Mrs. Savage, and the members of the congregation,

received me very cordially. Mr. Savage returned a day or two
since, and seems to be very glad that I have come.

There are a good many churches in Canada in correspondence

with our church, not one of which, as far as I can learn, is doing

anything for foreign missions. It might not be considered proper

for us to do anything among them at present, when so many of

our own churches need to be roused up ;
and yet it would be for

their own good, if they could be induced to take some action on
the subject. Most of them are small and weak, and at present a

good deal of prejudice against ministers from the United States is

said to prevail among them. If it be not expedient for our Board
to do anytliing among them, would it not be at least worth while

for the General Assembly, in their next letter, to suggest to them
the importance of attention to our Lord's last commands? I hope

to see one or two of their ministers, before leavi?>g this part of the

country, and learn some farther particulars respecting them. A
few of them contribute to the American Tract, and I think also

to the American Bible Societies. Much love to all.

I remain, your affectionate son,

W. M. Lowrie.

Ogdensburgh, Jjdly 31st, 1841.

My Dear Father—
I have just received yours of July 28th, and as it was the first

news I had from home, it was a very agreeable visitor. I have
made appointments to preach to-morrow at Morristown, and at

the second church of Oswegatchie, and the Sabbath following at

Evans' Mills, so that I shall not be able to leave for home until the

9th or 10th of August. I hope, however, to be home about this

day two weeks. Thus far my visit has been very pleasant, and
profitable to myself at least, if not to others. The people have
everywhere received me cordially, and seemed quite gratified at

my coming.

In regard to the object for which Mr. Orr wishes to see me, I

suppose I know what it is, and am half inclined to think that it

can be settled as well in my absence as otherwise. My mind was
turned very strongly to Africa three years since, and the consid-

erations that induced me to wish to go there were—that very few
are willing to labor in that field, and that my talents seem to fit

me peculiarly for such a people as the Africans are. I like to deal

with an ignorant and yet affectionate people, who are not self-

conceited. My acquirements, preparations, &c., seem to qualify

me for that field. Another consideration that weio^hs a ffood deal
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with me is, that every one expects that I shall go to Africa. It is

not vanity that induces me to beheve, that both CanfK^ld and
Alward will be greatly disappointed should I go to any other fi(;ld

;

and I fear that many of tbose who know what my intention has
been, will attribute any change in my destination to fear of the

climate. For myself, I should not care about any such suspicions
;

but the elTect on others may be unpleasant, as it may induce some
who have thought of going to Africa to hesitate.

There is still another consideration of a personal nature. Th,e
mission to Africa is considered rather a dangerous experiment, and
if I should now decide to go elsewhere, would it not give some
captious spirits the opportunity of saying, that the Corresponding
Secretary was willing to let others go there, but not to let his own
son expose himself? These considerations make me unwilling,

with my present views, to take on myself the responsibility of de-

termining to go to any other coimtry. If the Executive Commit-
tee, however, think my services are more needed in China than
in Africa, and that, all things considered, I will be more useful in

the former place
;
then I have nothing further to say, but will

cheerfully submit to their decision ; and shall hold myself in

readiness to go this fall, if necessary. I shall, in that case, wish
to have it stated in the Chronicle, that " my preference was for

Western Africa, but the wants of the China mission being such as

to induce the Executive Conmiittee to change my destination, I

consented," &>c. Such a statement, I think, would not be im-

proper, while it would shield me from the charge of " lightness,"

or wishing to avoid an exposed station.

This letter you may consider either as addressed to yourself per-

sonally, or to the Executive Committee. Mr. Orr's statements

may perhaps induce me to take some other course than the one
above mentioned, but at present, I do not see that I can do other-

wise.

Monday, August 2d. I preached yesterday morning at Morris-

town, and in the afternoon at Mr. Rodgers'. The people seemed
much interested in both places. I expect to be at Mr. Savage's

Monthly Concert this evening, and to start on Wednesday or Thurs-
day for Evans' Mills. I hope to be at home by Wednesday or

Thursday of next week. Mr. Savage desires his kind regard to

you. Much love to all at home.
I remain, your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Steamboat St. Lawrence^ Lake Ontario^ J'^ily 13lh.

Dear Mother—
When riding in the wild woods of Michigan, I found so many

ideas coming up. that I concluded to write you a good long letter.

I have it all to write yet, and the steamboat shakes so, that I

write like Mr. Hopkins in the Declaration of Independence.
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From Detroit by railroad to Ann Arbor, it is a dreary country

part of the way, heavy timber and thick underbrush, and any

quantity of marshes. I took the opposition stage to Jacksonville.

The driver was a harum-scarem creature, full of opposition, drink-

ing and swearing constantly. I reached JVIarshall on Saturday

morning, and was most kindly received by Mr. and Mrs. Wells. On
Sabbath I preached twice to the Congregational church in Marshall,

which is at present without a pastor. Having hired a horse, I left

on Tuesday morning. The first part of my ride to Belone, four-

teen miles, was pleasant enough. I passed a great many little

lakes, and crossed a great many marshes, on log bridges. These

are formed by laying together round logs from three to twelve

inches diameter. People may laugh at these bridges, but after

they have been swamped as I was, they will think better of them.

In the afternoon the road became worse, and the country was very

heavily timbered, and in one place for six miles I saw neither a

house nor a clearing. I reached Vermontville before sunset.

This village contains about two hundred persons, mostly from

Vermont. It is perhaps the most religious place in the Union.

Every family but one has family prayers.

Next day I was off early ;
twenty miles were passed without

finding an inhabitant. At first the trees had been cut down tow-

ards making the road, but were not removed, and the path

wound off into the woods to avoid them. I tried to follow it, but

soon my horse began to sink in the soft ground, and then jumped
and floundered about, sinking deeper at every step. I jumped off,

and found I had lost the path. After exploring a little, and lead-

ing my horse, I found the path again. I soon came to a place

grown over with a broad-leaved weed, and lost the path again.

Pretty soon the ground became soft and wet, with large trees lying

in every direction. I jumped off again to make a further explora-

tion. But the further I went the more impassable it was, and, in

utter despair of finding any path there, I turned back.

What was I to do? I had come six miles without seeing a
human being, and had fourteen miles to go before I would come
to a house. I was in the middle of a large swamp, and no path.

It was very warm, and no air was stirring through that mighty
forest. Its loneliness seemed to have frightened away the very

birds, for I saw none, nor heard any, except the rough, unpleasant

notes of the blue jay. I went back half a mile, and found tiie

path had turned to the right to avoid the swamp. Four miles

further I met a man with his rifle. I kept on, mile after mile,

and asrain and again losing the path, as it turned off to avoid the

swamps. Occasionally I saw the tracks of some one that had
passed the same way, and these were almost the only evidence I

had that I was in the riglit way, for road there was none, not even
was the underbrush cut away. "

While carefully looking for these foot-prints, and rejoicing when
I saw them, I was reminded of the saying of one of the old English
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divines—" Let no Christian, however clear lii? hopes, despise the

least sign of grace
;
the time may come when he would give

worlds for the least evidence tliat he is a cliild of God, and in (lie

road to heaven." Other thoughts of the sa:ne kind passed through
my mind. Sometimes when the road woimd hetween two swamps,
I thought of Ciuistian in the valley of the sjiadow of'dcaf.h. 'I'iicn

again, when I was carefully looking to find the path, I thought iu)w

anxiously should the Christian seek to be in the path of duty,— if

he varies from it he may be lost irrevocably ; he may sink in the

mire, be lost among the thorns and briers, or wander in the wilder-

ness.—I Game at last to a small cabin eight miles from Ionia, and
reached that place before the sun went down, fully determined
that I would return some other way.

I found next day, at the land olRce, that my journey had been
for nothing. The land on which the Chippewa Mission is placed

had been advertised by the government, but the sale had been in-

definitely postponed. I left Ionia July 1st, and took the road on
the north side of Grand river. The country was slightly undulat-

ing ; no underbrush ; the trees high, and far apart. I crossed

Grand and Flat rivers, both beautiful streams, and came at night

to the Widow Kent's, thirty-two miles. Next day the road lay

through a beautiful country, though thinly inhabited, and with a
profusion of flowers, some of which were very beautiful. I saw
whole fields quite blue with the " four-o'clocks," which R
watches so carefully in your little garden. Then there were wild

roses, red lilies, sweet-williams, yellow marigolds, wild peas, and
many others, red, blue, and white, which I had never seen before.

Some were very beautiful, especially the mocassin flower. It is a
large lady's shpper

;
the flower is red and white, and has a very

fine appearance. All this was in the wilderness.

" Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,

And waste its sweetness on the desert air."

But are they unseen 7 Is their sweetness loasted 7 Would this

be consistent with wisdom in that glorious Being^ who makes nothins^

in vain I Yet of what use are they ? Well, they are the houses of

a great many insects. It is said that several different kinds live

in every plant. Then, their seeds are food for the little birds.

Who can tell us, too, what effect their perfumes have upon the

winds that sweep over these solitudes, and visit, in all their fresh-

ness and healthful influences, the abodes of men? Then, how
do we know but that these wikl woods are (he school-houses of

other beings, who come down and learn lessons from tlu' flowers

as they spring up in their beauty, and open towards the pure light

of heaven .^ It is a very contracted view of things to suppose that

the productions of the earth are intended only for man. and are

lost if he does not use them. But there is another thought of far

more weight—these flowers are grateful to God himself; he "de-

Ughts in the work of his hands." What skill, and wisdom, and
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goodness, are displayed in these little flowers ! He •' clothes the

hlies of the field." Surely, if God delights in these works of his

hands, they were not made in vain—their beauty is not unseen

—

their sweetness is not wasted.

On—on I went—saw some Indians, some of tliem in tents. In

some places the plough was at its work, and I saw four, and at ano-

ther time, seven yoke of oxen to a single plough. I thought of

Elisha, the son of Shaphat, ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen,

and he with the twelfth. What was he doing with so many ?

Was he breaking up new land in Palestine? Or had he twelve

ploughs? I reached Marshall at noon, July 3d, and next day at-

tended their Sabbath School celebration.

The following Sabl)ath I spent in Buffalo, and on Monday I

started off for tlie Falls of Niagara, determined that this time I

would see both sides. I spent several hours on the Canada side,

and got my face wet with the spray on Table Rock, but did not

feel inclined to go under the Horse-Shoe fall. I soon began to

drink in the spirit of the place, and to feel my soul expanding
with the emotions it was so well fitted to produce. I will not in-

flict a description on you for several very good reasons. I spent

the night and the next day till 2 o'clock p. m., on the American
side. Every step about the falls was as familiar as if I had tra-

versed them but yesterday, and yet it was seven years since our

hasty visit to the place. The little bridge on the Terrapin rocks,

where we all sat down, and looked over into the boihng abyss, is

broken down. You will recollect how we all admired that mag-
nificent scene. I felt melancholy almost all the time. Where
were those with whom I had formerly walked over these scenes ?

Two of them were already in their graves. I saw many others

there, like our party was seven years ago—husbands and their

wives,—parents and their children,—brothers and their sisters.

As we did then, they seemed to enjoy their visit the more from
the society of each other. But I was now alone,—I knew no one,

and scarcely spoke to any one. " A stranger and a pilgrim," my
thoughts turned to our everlasting home. Here I was surrounded
with the evidences of the power and glory of God. The dashing,

roaring waters
; the foam and the silver bubbles that floated on

the waves
;
the bright rainbow that played in quietness over the

scene ; the old trees on the island
; and the little flowers that grew

out of the fissures of the everlasting rocks—each seemed to have
a tongue to speak the praises of the great Creator. My heart was
full

;
and as I felt almost overpowered by the solemnly joyful

feelings of my soul, I could not but ask—will there be such scenes

as these in heaven ? The only answer I could give was, if not,

there will be that which will produce the same emotions that these

do, in a more enrapturing degree. We can know the character

of God only in his word and in his works, for himself we cannot
see. Here we learn his power, wisdom, and goodness, by such
sights as these. In heaven we shall know far more of these same
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attributes. What the works which shall declare those attributes

shall be, we may not presume to say. Hut if they are not such as

we see on earth, they will be so much more glorit)us that we shall

not wish again to see these miji^hty displays of his power.

From the falls I went to Ogdensburgh, and was most kindly

received by the Rev. Mr. Savage and his lady. I remained in

this neighborhood from the 20th of July till the 3d of August,

and preached in a number of the churches. Some of our meet-

ings were seasons of deep interest, and I formed acquaintances

wiiich I will remember while I live. With Mr. and Mrs. Savage
and their children, I could not but feel at home. I saw a good

deal of that dear patriarch, the Rev. Mr. Rogers, and preached for

him several times. I enjoyed our intercourse very much, and I

trust profited by the privilege of being with him. And when
speaking of the Saviour he said :

" Whenever the Bible speaks of

Christ by way of metaphor, it is always with some term expres-

sive of divine excellencies. If he is called a tree, then it is the

tree of life. If he is called a vine, then it is the true vine. If he

is called a shepherd, then it is the good shepherd. If he is called

a plant, then it is the plant of renown." The remarks may not

be new to you, but they were to me, and they brought to my mind
the idea, that the flowers of the Bible, are like the flowers of the

field, the more closely they are examined, the more beautiful do

they appear.

The river St. Lawrence is the noblest river I have ever seen.

Opposite Ogdensburgh it is about a mile and a quarter wide. I

had a good view of it from the window of my bedroom. It flows on

in its majestic calmness ;
the waters are beautifully clear, and very

deep. The opposite bank Lwks well in the distance, much better

indeed than when you are close to it.

July 31st. A letter from home ; all well. Mr. Orr has returned

from China, and wishes to see me. I suppose he wishes me to go

to China. Well, I am ready if it be necessary, but I would rather

go to Africa. However, here am I, and God is everywhere, and I

will go wherever he sends me.

August 2d. My time in this pleasant neighborhood is nearly up,

and in two days I set off for home. Yet why do I talk of home ?

"Strangers and pilgrims"—such we all are, and who more than I?

I don't know whether this lonely feeling that so often comes over me
be the cause of it, but I love to walk in graveyards, and read the

names on the tombstones. The influence of such places seems to

come over my soul with a quietness and calmness that is really

pleasant. When I was in Rochester I visited Mount Hope ceme-

tery—a beautiful place. The inscription on a grave of a mother

and her daughter, struck me as very beautiful

:

" Tlip niofht dew that falls, thoucrh in silence it weeps,

Shall briohten with verdure the grave where they sleep

;

And the tears that we shed, though in secret they roll,

Shall long keep their memory fresh in the soul."
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While in Ogdensburgh I spent an hour among the tombs. Sev-

eral of the inscriptions attracted my attention ;
some for their

spelling, others for their quaintness, a few for their beauty. Here
are some of them :

ON AN INFANT'S GRAVE.

" Ere sin could blight or sorrow fade,

Death comes with friendly care
;

The op"nin<T bud to heaven conveyed,

And bade it blossom there."

The two following, also on the graves of infants

:

" Sleep on, dear child,

From sorrow free,

Ere long thy friends

Will sleep with thee."

" Thus on the rose

The worm corroding lies,

And ere it to perfection grows.

It withers, fades, and dies."

There is nothing remarkable in the two following, yet they are

pleasant

:

" Lo where this silent marble weeps,

A friend, a wife, a mother sleeps ;

A heart within whose sacred cell,

The peaceful virtues loved to dwell."

" Death to thee is bliss eternal,

Our loss is thy eternal gain.

Thou dwell'st where spring is ever vernal,

And life asserts its right to reign."

I was most struck with the stone over the grave of Mary Ehza-
beth, Mr. Savage's eldest daughter. It contained simply her

name, age—a little over five years, date of her death, and under-

neath,

" Theflower fadeth:'

August 3d. My work here seems to be now done ; I start to-

morrow for Evans' Mills, and thence for New York, and then

—

where?
Denmark, N. Y., August 9th. Now for the last paragraph of my

letter, or journal, or whatever you choose to call it. I preached

yesterday three times for Mr. Eastman, at Evans' Mills, and was
pretty well tired. These ministers have no mercy on a wayfaring

brother when he comes along. I left early, and arrived here at

eight P.M. I have now before me sixty-one miles by stage, ninety-

six by railroad, and one hundred and forty-five by steamboat;

three hundred and two miles, to be passed over in thirty-six hours.

However, rest after labor is sweet. If we were all as eagerly anti-
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cipating the rest of heaven, as I am the close of my present jour-

ney, it would be well.

" This life is but a fleetinjr show,

There 's notliing true but heaven."

I hardly know whether to say " Good-by," or " How are you ?"

I am at the end of my letter, and therefore the former seems inost

proper ; but when yoii receive it, I will be at tlie end of my jour-

ney, and then the" last will suit best. However, in either case,

I am
Most affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Pittsburg, Pa., September 24th, 1841.

My Dear Mother—
Since leaving New York on this, most probably my last visit to

this side of the mountains, I have been so constantly on the move,

I have not been able to write to you. Indeed there has but little

occurred that is worth notice. I came by way of Washington and

Canonsburg, spending a Sabbath at Miller's Run, my old parish when
I was a student in college. It was a time of deep feeling both to

them and to myself, especially when I told them I never expected

to meet them again in this world. I preached on Monday in Can-

onsburg, and on Tuesday came to Pittsburg. After two days with

our friends there, I set off for Butler and Venango counties. I

spent the Sabbath in Butler, and preached once for Mr. Young.

I need not go over my visits to our friends at Slippery Rock,

Scrubgrass, and Big Sandy. Very pleasant and very painful they

were. O how affectionate and kind my dear aunts were
;
and

painful as was our parting, it was brightened with the blessed hope

of meeting again in peace, when time shall be no more.

I returned to Butler on Saturday, and preached for Mr. Young
on the Sabbath. In the morning, on " I am a stranger in the

earth ;" and the afternoon on missions. In the evening, a very

large number came to the Monthly Concert meeting, and Mr.

Young and myself both talked some. Much feeling was mani-

fested, and many tears shed. My text in the morning seemed to

my own feelings to be appropriate, even in this the place of my
birth. I left the place so young, and have been so lon"^ absent,

that my earliest playmates are strangers to me. I walk through

its streets, and feel myself almost alone. I meet but few I know,

and the houses of old friends are filled with strange faces. The
school-house looks unnatural, from the changes in the neighboring

buildings, and the thickets and the forests where I played liave

been cleared away. Even the church, with which some of my
earliest recollections are associated, has been removed, and another

stands near its former site. In the graveyard alone, I felt at home.

Here my deepest affections clustered over the grave of my own
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sainted mother
;
the letters on her tombstone are not more faith-

ful to their trust, than is my memory to her pure and lovely vir-

tues. There, too, were many whom I knew slightly, or of whom
I have learned much from others. How sweet the thought that

many of God's chihhen are sleeping here, and their dust is pre-

cious to that Saviour who never sleeps, and who has the keys of

death in his hand.
Next day I came to Pittsburg, and after staying a few days with

my sister, I will set out for home. . . .

Affectionately yours, W. M. Lowrie.

Princeton^ September 3d, 1841.

THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST WITH HIS PEOPLE.

( Written in a hook of Extracts^ for Wrn. H. Hornhlower.)

That Christ Jesus is constantly w^ith his people, is a fact de-

clared with surprising frequency both in the Old and New Testa-

ments. It was He who appeared to Isaac, and said, "Sojourn in

this land, and I will be with thee, and bless thee :" Gen. xxvi. 3.

It was He who appeared to Jacob, as he lay upon the cold ground,

and said, " I am with thee in all places
;

I will not leave thee :'

Gen. xxviii. 1.5. It was He who appeared to Moses in the burning
bush, and sending hiui to the court of Pliaraoh, said, " Certainly

I will be with thee :" Ex. iii. 12. And when David, in the sweet-

est strains of poetry and piety, sang, "The Lord is my shepherd,

I shall not w^ant
;
yea, though I walk through the valley of the

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me," there

is no doubt but it was the presence of the Saviour which he so

gratefully acknowledges.
For a time Christ was with his disciples in the flesh, and they

saw^ his glory : but it was "expedient" that he should depart. And
yet he is with his people still. By his Spirit, by his providence, by
his own personal and abiding presence, he is with them still, and
will ever be with them. Almost the first thing recorded of him by
Matthew is, that his name is " Emmanuel, God wath us." His
own last words on earth to his disciples were, " Lo, I am with you
always." And this is not all. His prayer to the Father is,

" Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me, be with
me where I am, that they may behold my glory."

That this Saviour may be ever wath you, my dear brother, en-

lightening you, sanctifying 3^ou, sustaining you in sorrow, tempta-

tion and trials, making you useful in life and happy in death, and
glorifying you with himself forever,—is the earnest prayer of the

writer of these few hues.

We have lived and labored together pleasantly and profitably,

I trust, for a few short years. We must soon separate, but we
shall meet again. Till then^ pray for me. W. M. Lowrie.
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New York, November 30th, 1841.

Mr. John O. Proctor—
Dkaii Brother :—You will probably begin before now to sup-

pose, that amid tlie many cares and labors preparatory to a final

farewell to home and country, I have fors^otten you ; but I have
not. I often think with great pleasure of the few days spent in

Carlisle a year ago. How soon our pleasures vanish ! yet when
they are rational, and especially when they are Christian, they

leave a savor behind them that survives their freshness, like the

rose, which, though withered, still yields its fragrant perfumes.

My ordination took place Tuesday, November 9lh, and the

farewell meeting was held last Sabbath night in Dr. Spring's

church. Addresses were made by Dr. Spring, my father, and
myself. I feel at present very cheerful, and think I have seldom

passed my time so pleasantly as within the last two months
;
yet

it is not insensibility, nor want of affection to home and friends,

that makes me so cheerful ; for tears will flow at times at the

thought of going far off, no more to return. Who knows what a

dav may bring forth? I am going out into the wide world, ex-

pecting to be gone for life
;
yet I know not but that a very few

years may see me again at home. However, that is not probable
;

and now I do not desire it. It is a responsible step I am taking,

and I never felt more in need of sustaining grace, and of the pray-

ers of my friends to secure that grace for me.

Dec. 9th. The time of sailins^ is still uncertain. However, such

a disappointment is not very grievous, for it gives the opportunity

of being more at home
;
yet / should not talk of ho??ie, for there

will soon be no such place in the wide world for me ; and, indeed,

for many years, I have spent but little of my time at home. Long
a wanderer, I am a stranger in the place of my birth, where I

spent my boyish days. When I was out there this fall, 1 felt

alone as I walked through the streets, for a generation had grown
up that knew me not, and almost all my old playmates were

gone : some were dead
;
others married and settled in life ; others

moved far away ;
and, save here and there a gray-haired patriarch

or a mother in Israel, I kne\.- very few. I went into the church

wliere my grandfather preached, and my parents had worshipped,

and felt that I was almost alone ;
and 1 preached on the text, " I

am a stranger in the earth," for no other passage of Scripture

seemed to suit my own feelings so well. Now '' the world is all

before me, where to choose my place of rest, and Providence my
guide ;" though the poet was wrong there, for men can no more

find a place of rest in this fleeting world, than the dove could find

rest for the sole of her foot, when the waters of the delng<; rolled

round the earth. Like her we must fly, and that toward>< heaven,

if we would avoid l)eing buried in the waves of worldliness and

spiritual death. Blessed be God, there is for us, also, an ark,

where the weary may resort for shelter and defence, when the

5



66 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

Storm is abroad ; and when the heavens and the earth shall have
passed away, we may still repose with unshaken confidence on
him who now walks on the waves that tlireaten to engulph us,

and wdio then shall be our everlasting portion ? I did not intend

to have talked so much about myself, but at present nothing else

occurred to me that I thought would interest you. 1 shall hope
to hear from you very soon after I get to Singapore. Pray for

me.
Your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

New York, December 29th, 1841.

Mr. John Lloyd—
Dear Brother :—1 expected long ere this to have been on my

way, but I am yet detained, and having a spare hour this after-

noon, I can spend it very pleasantly in having a talk with you

;

though unfortunatelv, the talking must be all on one side. The
Huntress, which was to have gone a month ago, will hardly get

off in less than two weeks from the present time. I am now^ all

ready, or coula be ready at a few hours' notice
;
and as my mind

has become famiharized to the idea of departure, I begin to wish
that itw^ere over. As to my " feelings" in the prospect of departure,

\vhich you are so anxious to know, they are really so comnionplace
that they are scarcely worth the writing. I could hardly help be-

ing amused at the way in which you asked me to tell you what
my feelings were at present

;
you seemed to attribute so much im-

portance to them. I did not say much about my feelings, (fcc, in

my last letters to you, because I had not time, and did not feel

then just in the humor for that kind of writing. To tell the truth,

there are so few persons to whom I care about telling my feelings,

either orally or by letter, that lately I have got much out of the
habit of saying anytliing about those deeper feelings that are

known only to God, and my own soul.

Another thing that makes me say less about them is, that I

have learned not to rely upon them so much as once I did
; and

indeed, I so often find it necessary to act without, and even against

feelings, from a sense of duty, that this makes me less careful

about theuL They are certainly important
;
when w^e are in a

proper " frame," and our " feelings" are urged on by a favorable

impulse, tbere is a great deal oif pleasure connected with them.
But too nuich dependence upon them will often unfit us for duty.

A man's feelings may take their color from many things besides

his religious state. He may be melancholy, from a low state of

health, when he thinks it is a sense of sin that makes him sad.

He may be cheerful and feel very grateful, as he supposes, from a
sense of God's favor

;
and yet the greater part of his joy shall be

caused by the mere flow of animal spirits. Our feelings arise

very often, indeed, from something in ourselves ; but our standard



LETTERS. 6?

of duty is not anything in ourselves, but the eternal word of God.

That is liable to no cluuiG^es, and does not fluctuate with tlie ever-

varying tide of human passion, but flows on ever the same. I do
not undervalue the importance of feelings ; they are like the per-

fumes tbat sweeten the gales which waft us on our course ; and at

times they may even be compared to the gales that assist the gal-

ley-slave, as he toils at his oars. But we are rowing up streaui,

and it will not do for us to lie on our oars, every time the breeze

lulls. " Time and tide wait for no man," and we, on the other

hand, in our heavenly course, must toil on witliout waiting for

time or tide, or wind or wave. " Faint, yet pursuing." As John
Bunyan says of religion among men, so may it be said of religion

in the heart, " We must own religion in his rags, as well as when
in his silver slippers, and stand by him too when bound in irons,

as well as when he walketh the streets, with applause."

But I did not intend to write so long a lecture on the feelings,

nor do I want you to understand that I will not tell you my feelings,

nor be glad to hear yours :— far from it
;

for some of the pleasant-

est hours I have ever spent, have been when communing with

you, as we told each other what the Lord had done for our souls.

I do think, however, that you attach more importance to the state

of your feelings, than you ought ; and hence, one reason why your
harp is so often tuned to the notes of woe. I have often been
struck with the remarks of Ur. Doddridge, in his Rise and Pro-

gress, chapter xxii. §2,—^" Religion consists chiefly in the resolu-

tion of the will for God," (fcc. That section is well worthy of

your attention. But I must stop writing on this subject, or it will

fill up my whole letter, and I have a good deal more to say.

This (December 29th) is the ever-memorable day in my history,

when a " hope of heaven first budded in my heart." Seven years

have rolled away since then. It seemed a long time then, to look

forward seven 3^ears
;
now, to look back, how short ! I have been

looking backward to-day, and, amidst much that is painful and
humiliating, I find also much that is very pleasant. I think that

the most delightful object on which I fix my eyes, durini»- all that

time, is the walk you and I had one early spring morning, over

the hills about Canonsburg. We talked of heaven, and it seemed
as if while we talked heaven was opened, and we could see its

glories. Perhaps you have forgotten the time, but it seems to me
I never shall. Every time I think of it, the scene comes up vividly

before my mind. "I remember thee, oh my God, from the hill

Mizar." Shall we ever en;joy another such hour? I almost fear

at times, that added years have taken from me tlie power of ap-

preciating so sensibly the pleasures enjoyed in the days of my •' flrst

love." Perhaps it is best they should. At any rate, the instability

of youth is well exchanged for the sobriety of riper years, when
the latter adds to our capacity for glorifying our Father in heaven,

even though it may take away the sense of novelty and delight

once experienced. I have been trying to look forward seven years,
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but who knoweth what a day may hiing forth ? I cansee noth-

ins^ certainly, yet I can imagine enough to make me tremble.

What should such creatures as we are do, if we had not an Al-

mighty Saviour near?

I feel very much disappointed at not having seen you, and
would ask you to come over new year's day ; but I shall be out

of the city for two or three days about that time. Farewelh
Your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

New York, January 4th, 1842.

Mrs. Ann Porter—
My Dear Aunt :—I have been intending for some time past

to write you a sort of farewell letter before my departure, but have

not till now found a fitting opportunity. It was with much sor-

row, that I said good-by to you all, and for a good while afterwards

I felt very miserable, and the tears would start into my eyes. The
next week I spent at Pittsburg, and preached on Sabbath in Mr.

Dunlap's church. On Tuesday 1 left Pittsburg and said good-by

to all my friends.

I suppose we all feel more easy about my going, from having

had so much time to look so nearly at it. It has seemed now for

a month past, as if I were going off in a week or two, and thus

we have got used to the idea. However, it will perhaps be hard

enough yet when the time comes. But so many mercies have
crowded all my past life and fill my present prospects, that I some-

times tremble at the load of obligation that is laid upon me. It is

very strange how unthankful we are for our blessings. . . .

I often think of you all, and would like to know how you are,

but am afraid it is too late now to get an answer to this before I

sail. But will not some of you write to me once in a while ? You
know what is said in Proverbs, chap. xxv. 25. I trust you do not

forget to pray for the missionaries, and for me. But I must say

farewell—and may the blessing of God rest upon you, my dear

aunt, and all yours.

Your affectionate nephew,
W. M. LOWRIE.

New York, January 11th, 1842.

Rev. Thomas W. Kerr—
My Dear Cousin :—I expected to have been on the other side

of the equator before now, but as yet I am at home, the ship hav-

ing been detained by one thing or another for five weeks. Friends

have all been very kind to me, and I have sometimes begun to

think myself " some great one," from the attention I receive in

many places. This is one of the evils and trials of a missionary

life. The Church has not yet arrived at that state in which she
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ought to be in regard to missionary operations. She yet looks

upon them ahnost as works of supererogation, and consecpiently

regards with too much favor, in some respects, those who go as

missionaries. I say in some respects, because, strange as il. may
seem, some of the very persons who ahnost canonize a missionary

wheti he is among them, and speak of his going abroad in ttie

most exaUed terms, are among the very lirst to tbrget him wiien
he is gone, and the most careless in praying for him. even though
they resolve and promise not to forget to " make mention of him
in their prayers."

I am becoming more and more of the opinion, that it is in vain

to expect the present generation of Cluistians to do theii' duly in

the work of missions. I do not say tliis in a spirit of censoriousness,

because I am aware of the many reasons they bring to Justify

themselves ; but from a growing conviction, that unless the sub-

ject of missions is early impressed on the minds of children, and
unless habits of self-denial and liberality for and to the heathen
are encouraged in them, it is in vain to expect that they will, when
they grow up, perform in any tolerable degree the duties to the

heathen that may be expected of them. It is not ordinarily to be

expected that those who grow up with- the money-getting, and
money-loving, and money-saving propensities of most men, sliould

be prompted or induced by the ordinary motives to give freel}^ of

their worldly goods for the benefit of those, of whose condition they
know almost notiiing. I have often wondered, when I have heard
an eloquent missionary sermon, or have myself presented as strongly

as I knew how, the motives, that with me are all-powerful and
which constrain me to sacrifice so much, and yet have foimd that

men and even Christians, gave only the coppers to the heatiien,

and kept the gold and the jewels to themselves. They said, " Be
ye warmed, be ye fed," and yet actually they gave nothing what-
ever to further the accomplishment of their good words. Hence it

seems to me, if I were pastor of a church, I would at once, or at

least as soon as I dared, commence in my Sabbath School. If

the superintendent and teachers could not, or would not, I would
myself as often as possible, say once a month, give the children

some ideas on the state of the heathen, their superstitions, spiritual

condition and prospects, the way and history of the means used to

benefit them, &c., and by degrees, yet as speedily as prudence

would allow, I would endeavor to get them in the habit of saving

their pennies, and giving them at stated times, to the Missionary

Society. I would try to keep up a constant interest in the sub-

ject among them, and this I am persuaded could be done just as

easily as an interest can be kept up in religion generally ;
though

it must be admitted, that to keep up such an interest would recpiire

constant attention and labor on the part of the pastor. Hut the

result would repay the labor. As the children grew up I would

endeavor to follow them, make them not only recipi(*nts, but

communicants, of a missionary spirit. Such is an outline of my
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plan ; what do you think of it ? If you approve it, suppose you
adopt it, and after a year or two of trial, and making such altera-

tions as experience may suggest, suppose you try to get your
fellow presbyters to engage in the same kind of work. Suppose
tliat in addition to the great work of preaching the gospel, you
make this the second object of your attention, and pursue it steadily,

until you are sure either of success, or of its failure. I make this

proposal seriously, because I am sure that if you should diligently

follow it out, you could do wonders. Nay, I hope you will not

take it amiss, if I leave it as my last request to you, and as, if you
will allow me to say so, a solemn charge to you, not to pass it

over without careful and prayerful consideration. I did not intend,

when I commenced this letter, to have said a word on this subject,

but it opened up before me so strongly and vividly, that I could

not but present it to you. I will be glad to make this a subject

of special correspondence with you, and if you should undertake
it, I will try to write you a letter once a year, additional, that

you could use in someway in your remarks to the children. It is

a subject that I have long thought very important, and now I am
more than ever convinced of its importance. Write to me particu-

larly on it, and I will say more than I can in this short and hur-

ried communication. Farewell, and the blessing of God be with
you both.

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

New York, January 18th, 1842.

Mr. John M. Lowrie—
Dear Cousin :—After long delay, the Huntress is to sail to-

morrow. We are all well here, and I believe all in good spirits.

Very seldom have I found my own mind so perfectly calm and
peaceful, as it has been since last Friday. The Sabbath was to

me one of my bright days, or rather, as I very seldom have bright,

dazzling days, it was one of those calm, peaceful days, when the

soul rises insensibly above the world, and dwells with the assur-

ance of faith on unseen realities. Unexpectedly to me, but very

gratefully, it was conmi union Sabbath in Mr. Smith's church, the

church of which I have been a member here. He preached an
excellent sermon in the morning on " As oft as ye eat this bread,"

&c. After communion, I made a few remarks, and the exercises

were closed with prayer by my brother John. It was good to be
there, and one of the elders remarked to me afterwards, "Truly
we have had a feast, and a good day."

Yours in haste, with true affection,

W. M. Lowrie.



CHAPTER III.

January 19 to May 27, 1842.

VOYAGE TO CHINA—JOURNAL IN THE HUNTRESS.

tShip Huntress, Wednesday, Jan. 26th5 1842.

At sea, N. lat. 33° 38', W. long. 54° 04'..

My Dear Mother—
As it is just a week to-day since leaving home, and circumstan-

ces are favorable, I shall commence my promised journal ; though
I have so much to write up from my pencil; notes, that the very
idea of it almost appals me :—so much by way of preface.

We got under weigh at half past twelve last Wednesday,
and, with three hearty cheers from the crew, proceeded down tlie

bay. The novelty and excitement of my situation kept me from
any very unpleasant feelings at parting. I ought to say more
than this, however. The conviction that I was in the path of

duty, and the felt presence and sustaining influence of an all-gra-

cious Saviour, upheld me and carried me safely through a scene
that I had dreaded almost as much as death itself.

As there was little or no wind, the captain and pilot thought it

best to anchor for the night in Prince's Bay—a large and very
beautiful and safe bay, just inside of the Hook, and wait till

morning. Accordingly the steamboat left us at 3^ p. m., and I

felt really glad, when I saw Mr. B. parting from his father and
brother, that I had come alone. The quietness and deliberation

of such partings is killing. Farewell speeches read very well, but
when one is swallowing his feehngs and choking almost with emo-
tion, and doing his utmost to retain his calmness and composure,
the sooner in such circumstances the better, a silent shake of the

hand and away is enough for me. It is bad enough to think of

it now.
After reading my Bible with more than ordinary interest, I went

to bed at ten p. m., as quietly and calmly as if I had been at home,
and dreamed of you all l)efore morning.

Thursday, January 20th. I was wakened early by hearing the

men at work on ditferent parts of the rigging, weighing anclior, (fee.

I dressed and went out on deck before sunrise. I found Mr. K.
there, and the captain soon came out. There was as yet no wind,
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but the pilot, who was " wide awake," thought a breeze would

spring up about sunrise, and they were preparing sail, to catch the

first breatli. We did not get fairly started, however, until after

nine a. m., when a light breeze filled the higher sails, (topsails and

top-gallants.) and we slowly moved away. Several other vessels,

outward bound, had anchored near us, and they followed close in

our wake. We soon got outside of the Hook, and when fairly

under weigh, the pilot left us, at a quarter before twelve. I had

hastily written a few lines to you and father, which I sent back

by him. He sprang lightly over the side of the vessel into a row-

boat that was waiting for him, and the last link was broken ! We
kept on in somewhat of a south-east direction, and soon the only

object that could be seen, was the Highlands, south of the en-

trance of the channel to New York. I could hardly realize my
situation.

I soon found Mr. B. standing at the stern, looking rather pale.

I could nbt help laughing, though I pitied him, and wrapping my-
self in my cloak, as there was a fresh breeze, I sat down on

a stool in the stern of the vessel. The motion soon began to

afiect me, and when I went to dinner, there were none at the

table except the captain and Mr. K. I found I was "too far

gone" to eat anything, and feeling very dizzy, went out into the

open air. Though I felt more and more sick, 1 could not help

being struck with the extreme ludicrousness of the appearance of

a sea-sick passenger. How the old sailors must laugh among
themselves at the pale faces and wo-begone countenances and
staggering gait of the " men with gloves on !" I was quite sick on

Friday, and till three p. m. on Saturday, when T went out on deck,

and staid about two hours. We were then about the middle of

the Gulf Stream, and the air was quite mild and pleasant. Ther-
mometer, about 63°. I saw a shoal of fish playing in the water.

Mr. K. said they were porpoises, but I could not see their shape.

I felt a great deal better
;
went to table and ate a light supper,

and immediately after turned in for the night and slept pretty

well. Dreamed about home, and my trip to Ogdensburgh, and
fifty other things.

There ! I have got safely to the end of last week, and I'll now
turn in for this night. It is now past four bells, i. e., past ten o'clock,

P.M., with us, while my watch, which I have not altered since

leaving home, says it is a little past nine with you. I suppose

you are now at family worship. Am I right in thinking, that the

absent one is remembered at this hour? But I need not ask the

question, for I know it. Good nioht.

Sabbath morning, January 23d. Rose and went out about six

o'clock, New York time, but here it was past sunrise. The air

was very mild and pleasant, and I found httle use for my cloak.

Temperature of the water, 71°
; air, about 63°. Was out on deck

most of the morning, when it was cool and pleasant. The sky
was covered with clouds almost all day. I thought of trying to



JOURNAL AT SEA. 73

preach in the afternoon, but felt ahnost too weak. The captain,

too, was quite unwell
;
and as he and I had concluded notliing

definite wlien we spoke of the subject bofore, I did not like to make
any move, without consultiui^ him further. Could not read much

;

it made me liglit-headed to read more than two or three pas^c^s.

In the evening the captain was quit<; in a talking mood. He had
been for a short time in the Liverpool trade. He spoke of the

sufferings of steerage passengers from Europe to America, from
want of provisions when the voyage is prolonged, sea-sickness, (fcc.

Only think of the misery of 100, or 150, or 200 persons, in the

steerage in bad weather, when sea-sick—men, women, and cliil-

dren, with their provisions and chests, &c., in one mass of con-

fusion. It made my heart ache to tliink of it ; for if I, in a slight

attack, and witli comparatively splendid accommodations, had
Buffered so much, how much more must they suffer? And then
to think of the slaves in a slave-ship, when sea-sick ;

" Man can-

not utter it." The captain had once crossed from Liverpool with
150 steerage passengers, and he said he never wished to do it

again.

Monday, 24th. Q.uite a gale rose soon after midnight, and took
us all aback. The captain was just getting into a refreshing

sleep, when he heard the sound, and, rusliing out on deck, he was
wet through in an instant by the rain and the sea ; and though
he came back soon, yet he was much the worse for the exposure.

I heard the loud and rapid orders of the mate, and the quick tread

of many feet about deck, but, knowing I could be of no use, I kept
my berth. Went out about seven o'clock, though there was so much
motion in the ship, that I was nearly sick, and could hardly dress

myself It was blowing quite a gale, and the ship was driving

on, and rolling hke an egg-shell. Only think of a vessel whose
weight must be several hundred tons, probably 1200, tossing about
like a cork ! What immense power to produce such effects ! And
how great and powerful must He be who holds the winds in his

fists, and the seas in the hollow of his hands ! I stood and gazed
on the dashing and rolling waves, and thought of Him who
"walked on the waters." How sweet to think his name is

"Emmanuel, God with us."

The gale continued all day Monday and Tuesday, and, as may
be supposed, we had a dreary time. Not being perfectly recov

ered from sea-sickness, we all felt it more or less. There was a
constant gale, the wind roaring and groaning through the rigging,

the foam and spray breaking over the forecastle, and sometimes
over the after-parts of the vessel. The decks were dripping wet
all the time, and showers of rain falling every half-hour.

During the morning the wind tore our jib to ribbons, and we
were obliged to take in most of the sails, and drive on under close-

reefed topsails, and reefed mainsail. (To " reef a sail" is to take

in about one third of it ; to "close-reef" is to take in two-thirds.)

The stock seemed to feel the weather a good deal. Jack said,
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" his family took a i^roat deal of doctoring to-day." In the cabin,

as Mr. H. said, we only " Hved ;" we did nothing, and could do

nothiiiix. It was liard'work to keep our seats, and we had to " eat

over {\\c fence.'' i.e., had a railing, about three inches high, around

the tahle, and frame-work across and along, to keep the dishes in

their place. We earned all we ate that day. I could not bear

the air of the room, and having dotfed my "long-tailed blue," and

put on father's old over-coat, which was just the thing, I sat out

most of the day at the door of the cuddy. Occasionally I got a

taste of the salt' water ;
but, on the whole, I did as well, and per-

haps better, than any of the rest. I pitied Mr. B. very much
;
he

has been for some time in very poor health, and has suffered a

great deal. When asked how he was, he replied, " I have known
many sad days, hut this lias been the dreariest of them all." This

was said in a tone of deep feeling, but it only called forth a laugh,

in wliich, though not unkindly meant, nor unkindly taken, I could

not join.

I do not know what our crew think of their passengers, but many
pail(^rs think that ladies and clergymen are very unfortunate

people to have on shipboard. We tried to talk some in the even-

ing, hut it would not do, and we turned in to hope for better days.

'I\iesday, January 25th. Gale still continued, though not so

hard, perhaps, as yesterday ;
but still severe, and the motion of

the ship, if possible, more unpleasant. I could eat but little at

breakfast, and after it was over, I leaned my head against the

mi/.zen-mast, which comes through the table just aft of my seat,

and felt very uncomfortable. The Bible was lying just under my
fare, and I opened it almost mechanically. It opened at Job xiv.,

and I read that touching and melancholy passage with a deeper ex-

perience of its truth than almost ever before:

'• .Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.

He Cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down : he fleeth also

as a shadow, and continueth not.

Man lieth down and riseth not, till the heavens be no more.
Tlwy shall not awake, nor be raised out of sleep.

Tiiou prevailed against him and he passeth, thou changest his
conntrnance and sendest him away."

Wr had showtMs and sunshine all day, wind high but gradually
al>atin«,^ thou-^ii not mongh to enable us to enjov mucli' comfort.
Yon would have laughed could you have looked in at the cuddy
al)out seven p. m., and yet your pity would have been moved. The
two l.idies sat near the door of their brother's room quietly, for sev-
eral hom-s. not sad, nor yet cheerful. Mr. B. sat half awake and
half asleep, and feeling, as he said the next day, in such a way as
his •' lexicon had no words to express." Mr. K. sat for hours by the
table, leaning his head on his hand, and feehng incapable of doing
anything; making an occasional attempt to enliven us, but gene-
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rally giving it over very soon. Myself, unable to sit still any
length of time, and yet equally unable to do anythiuii^ ; hating to

go into any room, where the air was still closer ; and hating to go

out where everything was damp and cold. The captain was but

poorly, and kept his bed all day ;
ai)d the mate had his hands full

outside. The " boys" seemed to feel as badly as ourselves, as it

is their first voyage. One of them said he " would give a hun-

dred thousand dollars to be at home again." " Well," said Mrs.

G., when she heard of it, " there's only one thing would tempt me
to make such a voyage."

In the evening the captain came into the room, and Mr. K.

spoke to him, and said something about the pleasures of home
;

"but this is not home,—tiiere is no place like liome." "True !"

said Mr. B., in a tone half tragic, half comic, that set us all a

laughing, and seemed to revive us a good deal. Well, that's

enough of tlie dark side of the picture, and as things took a better

course in the evening and night, we will have some lighter colors.

Wednesday, 26th. A splendid day ! After a few light showers,

it cleared off gloriously ; the sea became smooth, and the sun

shone out pleasantly ; and with a pleasant breeze, that soon dried

up the moisture of the decks and rigging, we held on the " even

tenor of our way." We sat in the sun, and all felt decidedly

better. ' The captain was out, and seeing me reading " Two
Years before the Mast," he said, " That's one of the greatest

books ever written. It is a real masterpiece. There's a great

many men, and officers, and captains, just as they are there de-

scribed, though they don't all like to own it."

A pigeon or gull followed us for several hours to-day, flying with

almost no exertion. It was as large as a duck, though longer,

ash-colored above, and white beneath, with a long bill.

In the evening, the ladies commenced walking on deck, and for

a while we were quite merry. It was a glorious moonlight, and
the rich colors of the sky and sea were very beautiful indeed. I

sat up till past eleven, most of the time at my journal.

Thursdav, 27th. Up and out about seven. A very pleasant day,

but so little wind that we make very little progress. A sail has

been on our weather quarter all day, but so far off, that w^e see

but little of her. We saw one on Monday, but soon lost sight of

her in a shower of rain. Busy reading and writing " Before the

Mast," and my journal. Have had a great appetite yesterday and

to-day.

All seem to be in fine spirits, and to enjoy the pleasant weather

exceedingly. To give you an idea of the matter—the thermometer

to-day was 69°, and I sat in the shade of one of the sails for seve-

ral hours, without either hat or cloak, reading ; the ladies were out

without their bonnets, and all this on the 27th of January ! In

the evening, we had several very pleasant little conversations.

The captain said that in one of their late voyages, they had a

sheep and a goose that became very intimate and sociable, and



76 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

iisod to run about the docks toirethcr. Tliey took them out to

Canton, and brouirlit them l)ack, refusiuij^ to kill them, on account

of tht'ir sinirular union. This called fortli the remark, that sailors

iiad some feelings after all: and the captain added, that he had
known a whole ship's crew to intercede for the life of a favorite

piu*-. saying they would rather live all the time on salt beef, than

hive it put to death. "If I had anybody to write it down," said

he. ••
I could tell almost as fine a story as that book does"—point-

ing to " Two Years before the Mast."

As we are all pretty well over sea sickness, I took the opportii-

nitv of ci^nsulting the mate as to religious services, meaning on
the fust i]^ood occasion to have the matter settled with the captain.

I am more and more pleased with Mr. Gillespie, and could heartily

wish that he were master of a vessel himself. He says when he
" gets to be captain, if that ever happens, he means to have wor-
sliip twice a day for all the crew." He told me, that in one of

their voyages, one of the men did not come to preaching once,

alleiring that he was sick. He suspected him of merely feigning

sickness, and went to see him, and finding that it was all a sham,
ordered him a pretty stiff dose of castor oil. The man had to

take it. and did not feign sickness any more.
Friday, 28th. Another very fine day. Up and out very soon

after sunrise, meant to have seen the sun get up, but failed. A
pleasant l)reeze all day, and as many sails spread as could well be
got on the masts and yards. Yesterday ancl to-day the men have
been employed in setting up the rigging, which was somewhat
loose. It had been set up in New York in cold weather, and
needed overhauling. All in fine spirits, and eating heartily. This
has been what Mrs. G. calls our "pork and bean day." We had
the finest dish of those articles decidedly that ever I tasted, and
other irood things, " too tedious to mention," as auctioneers say.
I shall become (juite an epicure before the voyage is out, at this
rate.

Took the oj)portunity of speaking to the captain about religious
services. He was perfectly willing to have service on the Sabbath,
and seemed anxious to know if we could have singing. He said
there was no ol>jection to the passengers having prayers as often
as they chose in the after-cabin ; but when I spoke of having the
men attend once a day, (which the mate recommended.) he an-
swered m such a way, that I considered it prudent not to afford
hnn the opportunity of giving a direct refusal, at least for the pre-
sent.

A light shower in the afternoon cooled the air a httle too much.
Thermometer during the day ranged from 68° to 72° in the shade.
The wmd has mcreased some, and the vessel rolls a good deal.
Saw a sail on our stern to-day, a great way off, which may have
been the same one we saw yesterday.

Finished "Two Years before the "Mast," and lent it to the cap-
tarn, who wants to read it. Overhauled some of my papers, and
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began to lay out Brother Owen's route to India. Read a page of

the Brother Jonathan, gazed at the deep bhie sea for a long time,

listened to the canary bird, and talked with Mr. H., whom I iind

a very pleasant companion indeed. Saw a gull Hying about and
sporting in the waves. Its flight was

" O'er the mounlain wave,

Its home upon tlie deep."

Yet methinks like the dove that Noah sent out from the ark, or

like the Christian pilgrim in the world, it would here "find no
rest for the sole of its foot."

Reading one of Carlyle's pieces, a review of the life of Jean Paul
Richter. The review was short, but contained several very stri-

king and beautiful thoughts, with some that, though smoothed
over, yet contained the rankest pantheism. "Even in the streets

of Bayreuth. Ricliter was seldom seen without a flower in his

breast." What a trait of character is that ! so simple, open, child-

like. Carlyle's description of Richter's style is exactly character-

istic of his own style at present, for I would never have dreamed
that the author of this review, written 1827, liad also written the

"French Revolution." "The essence of affectation is that it be

assumed." Richter's " fancy hangs, like the sun, a jewel on every

grass blade, and sows th« earth at large with orient pearl." " Uhite
the sportfiihiess of Rabelais, and the best sensibility of Sterne,

with the earnestness, and even in slight portions, the sublimity of

Milton; and let the mosaic brain of old Buiton give forth the

w^orkings of this strange union, with the pen of Jeremy Bentham !"

Such is Richter's humor, <fec., according toCarlyle. Here's a good
idea, "True humor springs not more from the head than from the

heart. It is not contempt, its essence is love
; it issues not in

laughter, but in still smiles which lie far deeper." He speaks of
" the freedom with which Richter bandies to and fro the dogmas
of religion, nay, sometimes, the highest objects of Christian rever-

ence ;" and in the same paragraph adds, " Yet he is in the high-

est sense of the word religious." Save me from such a religion

!

That will do now for a talk for this night, and good-by.

Saturday night, January 29th. How many thoughts of past, of

distant, of high and holy ajid heavenly things it brings ! It

speaks of the Sabbath—of rest. But I am tossed on the wide and
heaving sea; there is no rest on earth, not till we come to the

heavenly world, where " there is no more sea." Now the ship is

rolling in the waves, everything liere is moving. I am a stranger

and a pilgrim in the earth. I look about in vain for some solid,

unmoving foundation, but [ see none below the skies. Upwards,
I see the heavenly host, and they appear fixed. I know that the

things of the invisible heavens are firin. That city liath founda-

tions. Its builder and maker is God.

"Heaven is the Christian pilgrim's home,
His rest at every stage."
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Our passenc^ers have begun to amuse themselves willi talking and

phiiming ahout their return liome, but I do not join them in this.

Even now, my outward condition is better than His, who "had

not where to lay his head ;'' and for His sake, willingly do I "con-

fess that I am a stranger in the earth." Good night ; I am pensive,

hut liappy. It is now near your time for family worship
;
and

though aljsent in body, in spirit 1 will join with you. The peace

of (iod keep you all!

Monday, January 31st. Yesterday was the Sabbath; the sun

r6se clear and bright, and tlie day was fine, with sufficient wind
just to keep the sails tolerably full. The men were all free soon

after nine a. m., and soon after ten, we met for preaching in the

forecabin.

1 took my station by the door of my room, where I could hold

on to the back of the seat round the table. The two ladies sat on

the bench just before me, and the mate next to them, the captain

on a chair at the corner of the table, Mr. B. and Mr. K. on my
right hand, and the men along the side and end of the room oppo-

site me. They were all present, I believe, except the man at the

helm and the second mate, who had to keep on the lookout. The
room was quite full. The services were commenced by reading

2 Iviuiis v., then followed prayer and singing. I set the tunes my-
self, and was pretty loudly accompanied by several of the crew,

some two or three of whom knew the tunes, while others guessed
at them; on the whole the singing was tolerable, but I hope it

will improve. After singing the hymn, I preached on Luke xvii.

11—19 ;
Christ's healing the ten lepers. My hearers were very

attentive indeed, especially one of the men, whom I had spoken to

several times, and whose jolly air and hearty singing at the ropes
had attracted my attention. I was, however, a good deal embar-
rassed. My head ahnost touched the ceiling. My audience was
almost within arm's length

; some were in fact so; the room was
small, and not being sufficiently accustomed to the motion of the
vessel, I had to hold on all the time to the back of the seat to keep
my balance. Then by having to lead in the singing, there w^as no
time to compose my thoughts, and I suppose I made but blunder-
mg work ot it. After preaching, there was prayer and singmg
again, and the benediction—the whole exercises taking about fifty

minutes. I wanted to have them as short as possible, and not
knowing exactly how much time they would take, this contributed
a httle to embarrass me. I assure you, I felt for a while after the
services were over, as though I shoiild like to hide myself from the
sight of everybody. However, I could not but beheve, that I had
endeavored to do right; and though for a while half tempted to
think that such services were of no use, yet on the whole I was
glad that a beginning had been made. We shall probably do
better hereafter. Soon after service, Mr. Gillespie told me that
just before service, he had gone into the forecastle to see if all the
men had come forward. He found one there who was not quite
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ready, but said he was coming. " Ah, Mr. Gillespie, it is seven

years since I heard a prayer." It was (he same man who ap-

peared so attentive.

Saw a couple of flying fish to-day, and thought at fust that they

were little birds ; one of them flow with an iiiegular flight more
than forty yards before it touched the water. The siglit of tiiein

made me think of a passage in Henry Marty n's diary, where he
says that he thought his own aspirations after hohnc^ss and heaven,

were short and low and uncertain, like th(3 flight of the flying fish.

The sight and the thought made me condeum myself.

Had prayers in the cabin at eight p. m., and afterwards a long talk

with Mr. Gillespie a))Out the Wall street and Middle Dutch churches,

and about a voyage Mr. G. made from Liverpool to New York
with 135 steerage passengers, several of whom died on the voyage.

He had almost the whole care of them, and dates his first serious

impressions to what he then witnessed. Then we talked about

the difficulty of maintaining the life of religion on ship-board, and
in places of trial, the danger of worldliness, (fee.

Tuesday, Feb. 1st. What did I do to-day 1 Let us see. Read
two chapters in History of tlie Puritans ; five or six pages of

geometry
; the introduction to Hill's Tlieology

;
part of the "Cu-

riosity Shop ;" an article in the Repertory ;
laid out our course

thus far on my map—which, having some occasion to show to the

captain, he told me very politely, that I " was an accomplished

hydrographer." I intend to try to get on some regular course

of study soon; to-morrow, if possible ; because I begin to feel the

monotony of this sea life, and to find the need of system in the

employment of my time.

Wednesday, Feb. 2d. Up and out (my stereotyped formula)

at half after six ; walked about the deck for half an hour, and
then came down and s|)ent an hour in reading the Bible in Eng-
lish and Hebrew. After breakfast, read Neal's History of the Pu-
ritans pretty steadily for two or three hours, with the exception of

several turns on deck. While I was looking over the side of the

ship, at some sea-weed floating past, the captain came up to me,
and, in answer to my inquiries, told me that they never saw it

much south of 17° north lat.
;
and that on their return home, the

first familiar object seen is the north star, and the second the sea-

weed.

Thursday, Feb. 3d. Another clear and beautiful day, but still

unfavorable for our speedy progress. The wind is still too nuich

from the east, and we move on slowly over the deep bhie sea.

I spent some time this morning, leaning over the ship's side, and
looking almost witliout an object at the ocean. The sea was
quite calm, with a long low swell, that gently rocked the ship, as

a nurse would rock the cradle of a sleeping child. Everything

where I stood was still, and I looked at the sun's rays as they glit-

tered from the little dancing waves. How they sparkled and shone

in one full blaze, where his beams fell directly on them ! while off
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on cither side, as they became fewer and fewer, but still bright and
sparkhiiiT as ever, they looked like little fairies of the deep, putting

their heads up joyously out of the water, and as suddenly sinking

again beneath "the wave. See that splash in the water ! what is

that ? Oh, it's a gull, plunging? down probably for a flying fish
;

now he is olF in a long llight. away to the south—will he come
back again ? Again, the blue sen and the sparkling reflected

beams ; the sailsflapping idly against the mast. Almost begun

to wish for another gale, and yet so calm and peaceful, it seems

good to be here, kow apt we are to be satisfied with this uncer-

tain world when the sun shines, and the soft winds blow ! Yet
storms may come,—they will come, and then we shall say

—

" I would not live alway, I ask not to stay

Where storm after storm rises dark o'er the way."

What's that, away oflf there ? A sail. Ha ! human beings

there! Who are they? Do they see us? How are they? Are
tliey joyful or happy? It was a bark, bound to the southward,—

-

pro!)al)ly an English vessel, bound to the West Indies. It was,

liowever, too far olF to exchange any signals, amd soon was out of

sight.

My time passes pleasantly away, and as yet, I have felt nothing

like ennui ; and very seldom, indeed, has the feeling of loneliness,

that came over me so often last summer, come near me in this

voyage. Perhaps it is because I feel more and more that I am a
stranger in the earth, and am more and more satisfied that it should

be so.

Friday, Feb. 4th. Another glorious day. Up and out before

the sun ; saw him rise. My vocabulary wants words to express

the richness and beauty of the clouds

" Which sat about the East,

And wantoned with his golden locks."

After tea looked over a little school-book in astronomy, with
maps, ifcc, and concluded to try some of the constellations ; was
(piite charmed with my success, for I made out the whole con-
stellation of Orion, and single stars, in four or five others. The
hidies. who were promenading the decks, joined me, and after show-
inir them my newly accpiired knowledge, we spoke of him "who
loosed the bands of Orion, and sent forth Mazzaroth in his sea-
son." I became (juite enraptured with the study, and promise my-
self a good deal of pleasure in pursuit of it. Do you remember how,
one night, as we were going to church, I pointed out to you the
North Star, and Orion's belt ? I have been looking up so long, that
my neck fairly aches. How little we know of the stars ! They are,
doubtless, at least that is my own firm conviction, inhabited worlds,
—all di<|)laying the power, and wisdom, and goodness of our Cre-
ator. What wonderfid and varied displays of his attributes would
be seen by one who could visit them all !

'

I am inclined to believe
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—though, of course, it is mere conjecture—that every one of tliem

is arranged in a difFerent order, inhabited by difierent kinds of ra-

tional and irrational beings, with different genera and species of

plants and minerals ; aye, and dilferent kinds of things for which
we liav^c neither names nor conceptions. Who shall limit the

works of Him, whose understanding is infinite, and who is wonder-
ful in working.

Monday, Feb. 7th. Yesterday was a very calm, delightful day.

Suthcient breeze to carry us on from five to seven miles an hour,

and so steady, that there was very little motion. Had service

in the morning, at ten o'clock. Preached on Psalm xxxvii. 5
;

and being less embarrassed, I got on much more comfortably than

on the preceding Sabbath. The attention was very good indeed.

After service it was quite pleasant to look to the forward part of

the ship. The forecastle doors were open, and some of the men
were lying in their berths or sitting on their chests, reading. Others

were sitting on the windlass and spars, or standing by the sides of

the ship, reading or talking, all neatly dressed, and apparently all

at their ease, and very comfortable. I t^ink our crew are a very

good-looking set of men mdeed. One of the boys was sitting by
the ship's side, doing nothing. The mate went past him, and as

he passed, pidled out a tract from his pocket, and gave it to him.

Afternoon and evening passed off pleasantly and pretty quietly.

The passengers were talking together in the lower cabin, in the

evening, where they had cakes and nuts, ifcc, and sent for me to

join them, but I excused myself, and retired to my own room. It

was Monthly Concert evening, and I thought of tlie many Monthly
Concerts I had attended,—of the last one, and of the work before

me. CoQunenced an essay, or address, or—1 hardly know what
yet,—but something for Sabbath Schools, which, if it is ever fin-

ished, I'll try to have pubhshed, provided I think it wortliy of

that honor.

This morning I mustered up courage enough to climb up to the

main-cross-trees. You may be sure 1 held tight to the ropes, when
I had got so high. I was surprised to find how small everything

looked on deck. The ship seemed no broader than a common row-

boat, and the men on deck only like children. Whether I shall

ever get above the cross-trees is more than I know at present ; but

it is very doubtful. There are no ladders any higher up, and I

don't like the idea of " shinning" up and down a couple of bare

ropes.

After reading a couple of chapters in Neal, I took my geometry,

and lay down on the transom, in the lower cabin, which is nicely

cushioned, and read over several propositions. I have been star-

gazing this evening. It was rather cloudy, and not a favorable

time
;
but 1 found out Castor and Pollux, and several other stars.

I have already learned the names of twenty-five stars and clus-

ters in ten different constellations, and that in only three evenings'

study. I can point them all out with little or no difficulty. Only
6
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learn the constellation Orion—one of the most magnificent, and

one of the easiest learned in the heavens—and by imaginary

squares, and rectangles, and triangles, you can discover the posi-

tion of any star you wish. The mate has a copy of Burrit's

" Geography of the Heavens and Celestial Atlas," which is a cap-

ital work. One wants nothing more to learn the names of the

principal stars, and many interesting particulars respecting them.

We have a very pleasant breeze now that is carrying us on

nine miles an hour. I was out just now, half-past nine, p. m.
;

clouds covered the sky, through which a few stars dimly shone
;

the sea on either side was dark, the ship Avas dashing the waves
in white foam from the bows, and leaving a long line of snow-like

billows beliind her.

Tuesdav, Feb. 8th. The breeze which we took yesterday eve-

ning proves to be the regular trade wind, which will probably

carry us down to N. Lat. 7° or 6°. We are dashing on now at

ten and a half knots, or miles, to the hour. The captain says
" the log line is not long enough ;" " she is making money now
for her owners." I wa^ standing after dark at the stern and at

the bows of the vessel, to watch the foam caused by the ship's mo-
tion. It was really splendid at the bows. Going so rapidly, she

threw the foam and spray in wide sheets as white as snow, eight

or ten feet ahead, and several yards on either side ; and the phos-

phorescence was bursting out in faint glimmerings, and in sparks

and tiashes, with a delicacy of light, such as I never saw equalled

by any human inventions. How wonderful are the works of the

Lord which we see, when we " go down to the sea in ships, and
do business on the great waters !" How wonderful is that wisdom,
that by the use of such simple things as water and light, can pro-

duce so many beautiful and glorious sights as we see in tlie clouds,

and the rainbow, in the magnificence of Niagara, and the solemn
grandeur of the ocean. " Oh Lord, the earth is full of thy riches,

—so is this great and wide sea."

Wednesday, Feb. 9th. Trade-winds still strong, and sea pretty

rough. None of us (by us I commonly mean the passengers) slept

very well last night, and none of us feel very well to day. It is

hard to describe one's sensation, being neither sick nor well.

In the morning saw a shoal of porpoises only a few yards from
the ship's side, but too far off to be reached by a harpoon. They
were playing in the w^ater and appeared to be turning over in a
circle for amusement. We only saw them when in the upper arc
of the circle, when they threw themselves completely out of water.
Saw also several of Mother Carey's chickens, a small dark-colored
bird. The reason why they are seen only in rough weather is,

probably, that they obtain their food from the sea, and find it more
abundantly where the water is rough.

Thursday, Feb. 10th. Many flocks of flying-fish about the ship
to-day. They start up in flocks of from ten to a hundred as the
ship passes along, and remind me very much of the way in which
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little birds start up from the bushes and from stubble-fields. One
of them flew aboard last night. I shall probably get some be-

fore the voyage is out, and will send you one or two. The one

that came on board was about seven indies long, black above and
white on the belly

;
mouth very much like a sucker's

;
wings about

four inches long, but being dry when I saw it, they were shrunk
up and I did not see their breadth. The tail has the lower part

much longer than the upper, and when they fly it seems to serve

the part of a rudder through the air. They are commonly only

about seven inches long, and many that I see are much shorter.

Captain Lovett, however, says that off the cape of Good Ho|)e two
came aboard one of his ships in a storm, that were each fifteen

inches long, and measured twenty-two inches from tip to tip of

the wings, and were seven inches round the body. They are

said to be very fine eating, according to Mr. K., " the sweetest of

all fish." Sometimes they fly on board in such numbers as to

furnish a mess for all hands. Our ship, however, bemg very high

out of water, we are not likely to have that luxury. But we need
not complain, for there is everything here that one wants, and
perhaps more than is good for us. 1 am a great advocate of tem-

perance in food, but I do not like to be tempted with too many
good things. My principles of moderation might likely take wing
and fly away.
We are beginning to feel the monotony of sea life, and the wish

that we might speak a ship is often uttered. Even the sight of a

sail is agreeable, and the flying-fish and Mother Carey's chickens

are eagerly looked after. I make a visit to the main-top every

day, and sometimes higher, and look around, but nothing is to be

seen
;
the same vast expanse of waters still meets the eye. It

seems as if, when we came to the place where " the sky and sea

meet," we must certainly see something
;
but on, on we go. The

sky above and the dark rolling waves beneath, and ourselves tlie

only visible objects of interest. Yet I am not lonely, nor would
I go back if it were in my power. I am beginning now to feel ihe

reality of my situation, and to think of future plans and operations.

For two weeks or more after leaving New York, I could hardly

realize that I was really gone. It seemed like a dream. I saw
the waves and looked round the ship, but still could not feel that

I was really on my way. Now, however, as we approach the line,

I begin to feel that I have passed the Rubicon, or to use a more
scriptural expression, that I have departed from Jerusalem and the

temple, and am going far off to the Gentiles.

" Far away, ye billows, bear me
;

Lovely native land, farewell."

The captain was talking at night of " Two Years before the

Mast ;" and speaking of Harris, the talented sailor, he said, " We
often have such men on board ships. I had one last voyage, who
knew more than any one else in the ship. He had once been
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master of a vessel himself." I asked how it happened, then, that

he became a common sailor again. " Oh, he was one of those

men to whom money does no good, and who don't care about it.

They are better off 'than theii^officers, for they do what they are

told, and then turn in to their berths, and feel no responsibiUty or

care."

Passed the latitude of the Cape Verd Isles yesterday and to-day,

but too far off to see them, or any signs of land.

Friday, Feb. 11th. Our trade-wind is slackening very much, and

we shall* probalily be in the "variables" to-morrow. Have not felt

like doing much of anything for two or three days,—not sick, nor

well.

Saturday, Feb. 12th. Trade-wind still continues, and we have

come over a thousand miles in live days—pretty good sailing that.

Calm, pleasant day, and rather warm; looked very much like

rain for several hours, but it has cleared off beautifully, and we
have promise of another pleasant Sabbath. This afternoon, as 1

was standing by the gangway, I observed another kind of fish, the
•' skip-jack." There was a large shoal of them, playing about in

the water, and leaping sometimes ten feet, though commonly not

more than three or four. I could not observe the shape or size

very distinctly
;
they were perhaps as large as a large shad. Saw

a very large tlock of large dark-colored birds, but they were too

far off to be distinctly seen. Star-gazing to-night, and saw a
couple of stars you never see in the United States—Canopus and
Achernee. The north star is fast sinking, and we shall soon lose

sight of it.

Saturday night again ! The past week has fled away swiftly

and pleasatitly. Soon the Saturday night of life will come, and
the unending Sabbath of eternity will dawn.

Sabbath, Feb. 13lh. A calm, beautiful, and glorious day. Quite
clear all morning, and light fleecy clouds in the after part of the
day, which tempered the air. Preached at ten, a. m., on 2 Cor. v.

21. Audience very attentive. I still lead in singing, and must
say, it was to-day quite respectable. Sung the last hymn (we
only sing two) to Old Hundred, and almost every one joined in.

Heard a voice I had not heard before singing, and, looking up,
foimd it w^as the captain, singing with a good deal of earnestness.
After dinner went up to the main-top, where I could feel myself
alone, and, sitting down, read and sang, and looked out on the
blue sea for an hour. It was good to be there. I Avas above the
cares and the business of the deck. A light breeze made my sta-
tion pleasant, and I looked out on the calm and gently heaving
sea, where the sun shone down with bright and yet undazzling
rays. I felt as a Christian sometimes feels when all around is

calm, and the Spirit's influences, hke gentle breezes, move upon
his soul, and the favor of God, like the sun's glad beams, comforts
his heart. Yet still it was not home ; the rolling sea was still

there, and no one could say how soon the calm miffht become a
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Storm. It was not heaven, it was only a foretaste of the eternal
rest. My meditations, however, were disturbed by tlie sight of a
large fisli malving- his way after the ship. The sailmaker said it was
probably a shark, because we were now in the " shark country."

Monday, Feb. 14th. My mode of passing my time now is some-
what like this :—Rise about six, a. m., and connnonly spend near
an hour in dressing and walking about deck. From seven to eight,

at the English and Hebrew Bible. Breakfast at eight, and then
History and Mathejnatics till about noon ; but during this time, I

commonly walk about deck several times, and pay a visit to tlie

mast-head; also occasionally talk a little. Dinner at one, p.m.,
and tea at six. Between these meals I read Theology and Mis-
cellaneous Literature, diversified, as in the forenoon, by walking,
<fec.. and occasionally by a nap, though I prefer taking the nap
just before dinner. After tea, study Astronomy, or stand by the
gangways (our great loafing places,) and look over into the sea,

or talk with anybody who may come along. It is a time of gen-
eral relaxation. The captain is smoking liis cigar on deck, look-

ing at the sails and stars, or talking and laughing with some of
the passengers. The ladies are laughing and joking with Mr. B.,

and Mr. K. occasionally gives a lift when the conversatioji flags,

or they come to me for a lesson in Starolngy^ or they enter into a
discussion with tlieir brother, or^or—Oh, there's a great many
things too tedious to mention. At eight, p. m., we have prayers in

the cabin, and then an hour is spent sometimes in reading, or
writing, or conversation. At nine we have nuts and raisins, &c.,
and then off to bed as soon as may be, unless I happen to go out
on deck and get into conversation with the mate, which sometimes
keeps me up longer.

Tuesday, Feb. 15th. Rain during the night, and quite a heavy
shower in the morning. Caught about lOij gallons for the stock,

and the men and boys washed a good many of their clothes, and
hung them about the rigging to dry. It then fell dead calm, and
the ship lay hke a log on the water. The captain said it was
just the kind of weather for sharks, and got the shark-hook rig-

ged out, and baited with a piece of pork, and hung it out astern.

Very soon a small shark showed himself, and seized it ; the \\\\q

was drawn in, and he was quickly on deck. He floundered about
at a great rate, but was soon hauled to the middle of the vessel,

and a handspike thrust down his throat
; he then received several

blows on the back of the head with a heavy iron hammer, and
lay quite still. Although he was dead, and the second mate open-
ed him, took out all the entrails, and washed the inside of his

body—would you believe it ?—after all this, he floundered about,

and beat the deck violently with his tail, and looked so savage,

that it was found necessary to thrust the handspike down his

mouth again. He very soon died really, and we looked at him. He
was five feet four inches froin the nose to end of tail ; fore fins,

fifteen inches long
;
back fin, nine inches

;
tail, eighteen inches

:
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quite a yoims: one. He had evidently been feeding pretty heart-

ily, beciuise in his stomach we found several large pieces of squid,

a (ish that is said to i2:row to as large a size as any in the ocean.

There were a couple of little fishes swinnning about him and
clingin<2: to his back, while in tbe water, and one of them clung so

tight, that he came up on deck with him. It was a sucker, which

I have in spirits, and will try to send home.
In the afternoon the mate caught a bonito, a fish about two

feet long, and perhaps six inches in diameter in the middle. He
was perfectly round in every part from the head to the tail ; on
the back he was of a most beautiful purple, and the belly was
white and golden yellow in streaks, the colors gradually minghng
with red. Altogether I do not wonder that the Portuguese called

him bonito, the beautiful. The fins on the back and side fold

up like a fan. and can be laid so close to the body that you may
pass your hand over them without feeling them. Its great pecu-

liarity, however, consists in the heart, which is double, the largest

part being red and the other white. The abdominal cavity is

very small, and the fish is almost a solid mass of flesh. We had
part of it cooked, and it formed a not unpalatable dish.

Thursday, Feb. 17th. To-day I paid a visit aloft, and went
out to the end of the main-top-gallant-yard, which is consider-

ably higher than the cross-trees ; but the reason I did it was,
I found they had fixed a ladder from the cross-trees to the royal-

mast, so that there was no difl^culty. Being now used to being
aloft, I sat on the yard-arm for some time and enjoyed the pros-

pect. It is like being at the top of a steeple. I went up again
by moonlight, and the view was very beautiful, even sublime.
We crossed the line sometime last night, and were at twelve m.

in lat. 27' south. That is a very good passage. It was just four
weeks yesterday since leaving New York, and four weeks to-day
since leaving Sandy Hook. This is one of the great divisions of
our voyage. We shall now begin to ask how long it will be be-
fore^ we pass the Cape, and then, how long to the straits of Sunda?

Friday, Feb. 18th. Took the south-east trade-wind about four
o'clock this morning, and we are now moving off gaily in a
south-west course. We shall run down now towards South
America.

This is my birth-day. Another mile-stone in the journey of
my life is past. I have come by a smooth road so far, and it does
not seem long; but I cannot tell what mv road shall be hereafter,
nor how long. I often feel, when I look "back, as MiUon did on
the same occasion.

" My hastinrr days fly on with full career.-
But my late spring no bud or blossom showeth."

But let them fly

—

" If I have grace to use them so.

As ever in my great taskmaster's eye."
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Aye—and let them speed their flight. I would not be impa-

tient, I would not desert my post, however incompetent to fill it,

nor however great its dangers, till my discharge comes. But if

they hasten on,

" They'll waft me sooner o'er

This life's tempestuous sea,

Then I shall reach the peaceful shore

Of blest eternity."

This has been a very pleasant day ;
too warm to be in the sun,

but in the upper cabin we had a cool breeze all day, and the awn-

ing and sails keep the sun from beating on the roof. A shoal of

porpoises were playing under tlie bows of the vessel for some time,

but they were " old fellows," and kept out of the harpoon's way.

In the evening, saw the Southern Cross for the first time. It has

not been visible before, until after I had gone to bed. I do not

think, however, that any of the constellations I have seen are as

splendid as that of Orion.

A ' booby' was flying about the ship for several hours this after-

noon and evening, and we thought would have lighted on the

rigging ; but he did not. A ' noddy,' however, hghted on the top-

sail yard, but when the boys went up to catch him, he flew otT to

another part of the ship, and kept out of harm's way. The booby

is, I should think, as large as a goose, with very long wings
;
the

noddy, as large as a large pigeon. The reason why we saw so

many fish and birds the other day was, that we were between the

north-east and south-east trades, where probably many things,

that they use as food, had been collected by the action of the

winds and waves tending to the same point.

Saturday, Feb. 19th. A bark to the westward, bound in the

same direction with ourselves ;
she is probably English, from '^ the

cut of her jib." Hoisted our colors, and she hers
;
but as slie is to

leeward, we cannot see them well. Wrote a short letter this after-

noon to send home, if we happen to speak a homeward-bound

vessel. Mr. K. thinks we shall see one to-morrow ; so does the

captain. Why, it would be hard to say ;
I hope, however, it will

not be before Monday.
Nothing bothers a sailor so much as a calm. We are now

(ten p. M.) quite becalmed; and the second mate is walking about,

and saying. •' Anything but a calm. It takes all of Jo!»'s patience

to bear this. I'd "rather have a gale than this," &c. Yet to me it

is very pleasant
;
perhaps it would not be if long continued

;
but

this afternoon about five o'clock, it was very delightful. I took a

chair and sat out on deck, under the shade of the sails. Tiiere

was just a little light air that played about, making it pleasant

;

the sea was gently heaving, and almost as smooth as if it were

molten glass.'and the mild radiance of the setting sun was reflected

on the clouds. All seemed just as Saturday evening ought to be,

—preparinsr for the rest of" the Sabbath. I took out the book,

" Ainerican^'Poetry," which the Misses P.'s gave me, just five weeks
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ago to-niglit, and read several of the devotional pieces. I had
read some of them before, but they never seemed so beautiful.

One of them was " The Farewell."

" My native land adieu, adieu,

My course is o'er the sea

;

I sail upon the waters blue,

Far, far away from thee."

Talkins: with tlie ladies this evening, we concluded to form a Bible

class, to meet once or twice a week, and study portions of the Old

and New Testament. I do not know yet how it will turn out, nor

how many of the passengers and officers will attend. It may lead

to great results. It may not.

Sabbath, Feb. 20th. A very delightful day, except that we
are becalmed most of the day. However, that made it all the

pleasanter for me, on account of its being the Sabbath, and thereby

giving us a quiet time. Preached on Ephesians v. 16, "Redeem-
ing the time,"—a duty greatly neglected on shipboard. In the af-

ternoon we did see a sail, homeward bound, but ten or twelve miles

off, and the breeze so hght, that there was no chance of our speak-

ing her. The captain was greatly disappointed. He came away
from home almost sick, and is very anxious to write to his wife.

He is a very kind-hearted man, and often speaks of his family with
very great affection.

Our sunsets now are very splendid. The sky is quite as beauti-

ful as I ever saw it at Princeton
; and if there were only the green

fields and waving forests to receive the last rays of hght, the pros-

pect would be quite as fine as it commonly is on land. Captain
Lovett is a great admirer of such scenes. After tea, I sat out at
the stern alone, and sang over a number of our old favorite tunes.
No one here cares much about music

; and I generally go by my-
self when I wish to sing ; but in a ship, with so many around, it

is impossible to be all alone.

Monday, Feb. 21st. Trade-wind commenced blowing quite
strong a little before daylight, and we are dashing on, seven or
eight miles an hour. There is a good deal of motion in the ship,
and 1 have felt rather queer all morning. In fact, had to he down
before dinner.

Tuesday, Feb. 22d. Still a good deal of motion, and all of
us more or less " uncertain," and very quiet. Had a very heavy
shower of rain this morning; and the watch on deck were busy
washing their clothes. They generally roU up their trowsers above
then- knees, and then kneel down on deck, spread their clothes out
before them, and scrub them with a scrubbing-brush. So much
water runs about the decks when it rains, that they do not need a
tub for the first soakinjr. They then rinse them out, and fasten
hem up in the fore-rigging to dry.

Shortly after the rain conunenced, I looked out and saw the
captain standing at the helm, with the wheel in his hands. He
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has taken it, till the helmsman could go and get his oil-cloth

jacket. This was a little thing, but " straws show which way
the wind blows." Many a captain would not have showed so

much consideration for a sailor. I think our crew are very well

off. Their potatoes, and soup, and beef, often look very tempting
;

and as for their "duff," (a contraction for dough,) I have seen

many a plum-pudding that did not look a bit better. They are

also provided with pewter plates, and knives and forks, at their

meals : this is an unheard-of allowance. " They are the first of

their family that ever used them." It was thought at first that

they would not care about having them ;
and the captain asked

the cook one day, if the men took their plates ? " Take them ! why
they call for them as regularly as if they had a right to them .'"

Our " gentlemen rope-handlers," as they call themselves, are a

fine-looking set. I often notice their arms, which are large and
strong.

This arises from their constant use of their arms, by which the

muscles become very strongly developed. Almost all of them
have some device tattooed on their arms. One has an anchor

;

another, a tree ;
another, a ship ; some, a ship and the star-span-

gled banner ; several have a young man and young woman hand-

in-hand, very neatly done. They go about decks dressed in check

or red flannel shirts, and trowsers, with low-crowned hats and
shoes, or no shoes, just as suits their fancy. The sail-maker
" likes these China voyages, a man don't wear out a pair of shoes

in a year." Very few use suspenders ; they hold their trowsers

up by a leather belt round the waist ; and to this belt is attached

a sheath, in which they carry their knives : each one carries a

butcher-knife, which, like the sailor himself, is a "Jack of all

trades." They use it to scrape the paint and tar off the ship, to

cut and trim the ropes and sails, in most ships, to carve their salt

beef with, and to supply at once the place of knife, fork, and
spoon.

Thursday, Feb. 24th. A delightful, pleasant day. Captain
" never knew so much fine weather at once on an outward-bound
voyage." Having finished Neal's History of the Puritans, I com-
menced Bancroft, which is quite a relief The evenings are so

beautiful, and the moon shines with such bris^htness, that I have
spent several of the past evenings on deck. Sometimes gazing on
the evening sky, and sufTering all kinds of calm imaginations to

float through the mind, remembering and repeating scraps of poe-

try, like this

—

" How many days with mute adieu,

Have crone down yon untrodden sky,

And still it looks as clear and bine

As when it first was hunir on hicrh."

Sometimes learning the names of different stars, and comparing
their colors and positions. You know what the Apostle says

—

" one star differeth from another star in glory." I often wonder
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I never observed that before, for the glory of Sirius, with its more
than hiiiar brii2:htness, differs widely from the red blaze of Arcturus

;

and Canopus and Capella, andRegiilns and Aldebaran, have

colors that the vocabulary of the earth can hardly name. Truly

the heavens declare the glory of God. At other times I walk on

deck, and tliink of the past, and the present, and the future.

Sunshine and showers, and smiles and tears, and lofty oaks and

little llowers, mountains and valleys, and rich and poor,—where

was the one ever seen, that the other was not by ?

Had a long talk with the sailmaker to-night. He is by birth a

Swede, but left Sweden at the age of four years
;
has been at sea

twenty-eight years ; shipwrecked three or four times
;
once, off

Cape Horn ; once, seven days w^ithout a mouthful of food
;
ano-

ther time, seventeen days on so short an allowance, that at the

end of that time hardly one of the crew could walk ; once, nearly

dead from an attack of fever caused by giving up tobacco, which
he was obliged to resume again. He seems to be a serious sort of

a man ;
has a number of pious phrases, and said that, " he could

spend two Sundays as easily as one ;
always plenty to do on Sun-

day,"—meaning that the Sabbath never hung heavy on his hands.

He says he reads his Bible a great deal, but often wishes he could

get a great many parts of it explained, " which worry and bother"

him. This was just what I wanted, and it was in fact the reason

why I commenced talking with liim, that I might propose the for-

mation of a Bible class. I accordingly did so, and he seemed very

glad, and said he would try and get some more to join him, and
we shall probably make a commencement next Sabbath.

Monday, Feb. 28th. Fine weather still continues. On Satur-

day, saw a " Portuguese man-of-war", i. e. a little semi-trans-

parent bubble, of a pale rose color, floating on the w^ater. It is a
sea animal substance

; is something hke jelly. In fine weather, a
great many are occasionally seen about ships. They are of a
triangular pyramidal form, and are very pretty little things. The
captain prophesied that we should see land on Sunday, and also a
sail. Sunday came—a fine day. " We always have fine weather
on Sunday." Preached in the morning on the Messianic prophe-
cies of Genesis ; attention not so good as heretofore, and I was
afterwards a good deal disappointed when the sailmaker told me
that lie had spoken to several of the men about forming a Bible

class, but they were ashamed to be seen in such an employment

;

several '• would like to, but if they did all the rest would be at

them." However, I have not given up hope yet. We had hardly
got through with the service in the morning, when the second
mate, whose look-out it was, said that land was in sight. It was
the Island of Trinidad, and the rocks of Martin Vas—Lat. 20°
28' S. Long. 20^ 50' W. When we saw them first, they were
twenty or thirty miles off; but w^e afterwards, in the course of the
afternoon, passed within ten or twelve miles of the rocks of Mar-
tin Vas. If you will excuse my drawing, I will give you a sketch,
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partly from some pencil marks at the time, and partly from memory.
The rocks are quite barren. There are a few trees on Trin-

idad. It is very common for ships to pass along in sight of

these rocks, their longitude being well-known, to test their chro-

nometers.

I believe almost everybody on board "keeps a journal." The
captain has his, the mates theirs, the ladies theirs. Most of the

men in the forecastle have theirs. The boys down in the steer-

age each have one, and this evening I found Bennet writing up
his journal too, tliough he is not able to read at all ! So the

voyage of the Huntress will not probably be forgotten entirely.

Bennet puts down all the vessels we see, and the islands we pass.

I asked him if he said anything about the whales? "Oh no, sir,

I have been this way before, and they a'n't nothing strange to

me."
Tuesday, March 1st. Even warmer than yesterday, and still

less wind. What there is however is directly aft, and there is con-

sequently a pleasant draft through the cabins. The poor cook
has a warm place, a little before meal times. The captain went
there after dinner to light his cigar, and found the cook wiping the

sweat off his face. " Oh dear ! dear ! if it's 86° in the cabin, I'd

like to know what it is here !" The boys put their shoes on to-

day, to protect their feet on the hot decks. A sail has been in

sight all day from the topsail-yard, but not from the decks, proba-

bly goihg like ourselves.

In the evening I was talking with the second mate. He was
on a whaling voyage once, and in a boat which had struck a

sperm whale. The animal went down and came up lieadforemost

and mouth wide open, directly under the boat, and lifted it about

eight feet out of the water. His teeth went througli thebottou^ of

the boat in several places ; but he went down again, and let them
down into the water without further injury. They managed to

secure the whale, but they found it somewhat dilTicult to keep the

water from coming into the boat too freely, at the holes his teeth

had made.
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Wednesday, March 2d. Rain in tlie morning, and a much pleas-

anter day. Progress slow. Have aheady lost all the comparative

advantages of our speedy passage to the line, and the officers

would now be wiUing to compound for ninety days to Angier, or

even more.

SOLSTITIAL COLURE

After prayers I went out to gaze at the stars, paying particular

attention to those about the south pole. I think that this is the

most splendid part of the heavens
; or at least, that it will very

well compare with that part of which the constellation Orion is the
centre. These stars are all seen at one view ; and though there

are a good many others around, yet they are all smaller than those
I have put down, and also much less numerous than in other
parts of the heavens, and consequently one sees the larger stars

much niore distinctly. Of those I have put down, the Southern
Cross is a very beautiful object. It is more like a boy's kite, how-
ever. And the Southern Triangle is also very conspicuous, be-

cause there are almost no other stars near it. The most remark-
able, however, of all these stars, is Bimgula. It changes color

every two or three minutes, from a bright red to a beautiful sea-
green, and is constantly twinkling. Looking at it through cap-
tain's spy-glass, it showed the red and green colors combined. The
captain says he can see only the twinkling, but Mr. B., the mate,
and myself, have all remarked the alternations of red and green.
These stars, however, are not the only wonders of this part of the
heavens.
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In clear nights when the moon is not shining, we see also the

Magellan clouds. These are three in nuniber, in the form of lei

ter V.

A at the vertex of the letter, is situated between Acrux and

Beta in the cross. It is black, but right in the middle is a single

star or luminous opening, that may be seen with the naked eye,

aud. examined throu^i the telescope, is quite bright. B \s 3. large,

white cloud, but no st^ars are seen in it, at least not with the naked

eye ; and C is about one third as large. B and C are about as

bright as the milky- way.

After gazing at these wonderful objects, I turned the spy-glass

to look at the Pleiades. One has no idea on looking at them with

the naked eye, of the number and beauty of the stars in the clus-

ter, as seen throuo^h a spy-glass.

Thursday, Maixh 3d. A little rain and wind in the mornmg

;

a dead calm from ten a. m. till after sunset ; a sea as smooth as

glass, all the while ; showers after dark, and a light wind alter-

wards, which continued all the night, were the external appear-

ances of this day. A solitary porpoise showed himself under the

bows of the boat, but after playing about a little, as if m mockery

of our motionless condition, he swam away. The motions ot the

porpoise are exceedingly rapid, and when the ship is going ten

miles an hour, they will frequently collect together and sport in

the foam, directly underneath her bows.

I had a lono-' talk about cockroaches. The captain said he

was in a ship where there were so many that the captain offered

the boys a bottle of porter for every five hundred they caiight, and

that tliey often obtained that many in a single night. 1 "^ poi-

ter, however, was sour, or he would not have been so hberal. 1

have seen none in this ship, which, from this account, is a great

relief.
,

. .

Saturday, March 5th. The men were at work on the rigging

all day yesterday and to-day, and their long-drawn and strange

crie. the development of the muscles of their limbs as they pulled

and hauled about the rigging, and the numerous knots and sphces

and contrivances to secure the rigging, have afforded me a good
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deal of instructive amusement. A sail has been in sight all day

;

an English top-sail schooner, going same course with ourselves,

but not so fast ; she has fallen astern.

It seems strange how the time passes away. I have never on

land found it fly more swiftly than it has done this voyage. Sab-

bath comes and Monday, and, almost before I know it, Saturday

night is back again. My employments still occupy all my time.

I commonly prepare a serjiion every week
;
and as I meet the

ladies in a Bible class on Sabbath afternoon and Wednesday morn-

ing, that also takes time. I had hoped to have a class formed among
the men, but am afraid I shall not succeed. They seem ashamed
to be seen engaged in such an employment. I stand very much
alone as to religious exercises ;

and the worst of it all is, that though

I am engaged in the business, I have not the spirit of Paul. I

look forward with much fear at times to this Chinese mission. It

hardly seems possible, that I should do anything in less than
twenty or thirty years

; and yet I have never seriously allowed

myself to anticipate that length of life. But " sufficient unto the

day is the evil thereof." I do not regret in the least the course I

have taken. I have never wished since I left home, that my face

were turned back to the land of my fathers. Not that I have for-

gotten you, not that I do not prize its privileges. I feel most sen-

sibly even here, that I should rejoice to go up once more with the

great congregation to the house of God. I feel most deeply that

there is an influence in the society of Christians to sustain the man
of God, which he is not aware of, till removed from it. But when
I look back on my short life, smooth and unruffled and unvaried
by any striking occurrence as it may seem to others to have been,

I can mark the way in which I have been led along by an unseen
hand, severely tried and almost bowed to the earth, when others
thought me gay and unconcerned. Yet upheld and impelled on-
ward, time after time, when the indolence or the quietness of my
own temper would have kept me back, I can say, "Thus far hath
the Lord helped me ;" and surely I can say, " Not unto me, but
to thy name give the glory." If my master has so long led me
and fed me in the wilderness, if he has so long guided me on the
voyage of life, and has showed me so many favors hitherto, he
will surely still keep me and bring me at length to my " desired
heaven." If I might but give some proof that the religion I pro-
fess is not in vain, if I might but glorify in some feeble degree the
Saviour who has so graciously redeemed me, then 1 could rejoice
and die. Yet perhaps it is best for me to see little fruit to my la-

bors in my lifetime, that I may not depend on anything short of
the righteousness of Christ Jesus. It would be dangerous for me
to be looked up to as some great one. " The Lord reigneth—let
the earth rejoice." It is well that He chooses our lot, and appoints
us our work. My life has not been long, but it has been amply
long enough to show me that I should fail most wofuUy, if I had
the sole care of my own course.
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Monday, March 7th. Yesterday was a beautiful day, and my
mind was at peace. I preached on Phil. ii. 6-11, with more ease

and fluency, and was hstened to with more attention, than at any
tune since coming on board; and when the evening shades came
over the sea, I was happy still. During the day I brought out a

copy of tlie Pilgrim's Progress, and laid it on the table. In a very

short time Mr. B. was reading it very busily, and when he laid it

down, the captain took it up. "The Pilgrim's Progress!" said

he, "I read this a long time ago, 1 think I would like to read it

again." He commenced right away, and has been reading at it

very busily since. He said this evening that he liked his book very

much. Yesterday evening the sunset was very beautiful. I would

try and describe it, but can give you no adequate idea of it. You
will perhaps wonder that I write so much about the sky and stars,

but except in our own little world on board there is nothing but

sea and sky to write about.

Tuesday, March 8th. Something of a squall this jiiorning. I

used to think " squalls" were sudden and fearful short storms, but

the word seems to be used at sea with reference to every shower

or gust that passes along. There is usually more or less rain and

wind in the squalls, and unless they are light it becomes necessary

to take in several of the light sails. A great deal of rain fell this

morning, and after the decks were pretty well washed by it, the

men stopped up the scuppers, and let the ducks and geese out to

wash themselves. The poor creatures seemed to enjoy the sport

very much, and played about in the water for an hour with great

glee. I pity the geese especially. They are cooped up in a space

which is necessarily too small, and having no access to water to

w^ash in, (it is not good to wash them in salt water,) they become

very dirty, get cross, and fight with each other ; and such a treat

as they had to-day will do them more good than anything else

that could be conceived of

Wednesday, March 9th. A fine clear day and fair breeze. Ther-

mometer varying from 69° to 71°, and feeling so cold, (day before

yesterday it was 81°, and the day before that 85° in the shade,)

that woollen stockings and coats are in request again. Saw seve-

ral little birds about the size of a large swallow flying about the

ship for several hours. I have been quite surprised to see so many
birds so far away from land. For several weeks past, there has

scarcely been a day when we have not seen some. And several

times we have seen large flocks,—once or twice so large, that even

on land the} would excite attention.

There is now no probability of our meeting any more vessels,

as we are out of the course of homeward-bound ships. The '• old

man" says it is quite a relief not to be afraid of running foul of

ships at night. When he was in the Liverpool trade, he said he

could hardly sleep at night for fear of encountering some of the

many ships that are constantly crossing the Atlantic.

I went up to the cross-trees to look out on the ocean, and the
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scene was iiidesciil>al)ly <^iand. For several miles all around, the

sea was covered with large waves, each wave breaking into masses

of foam many yards in extent, and the noise of the winds and
waves together made it impossible for me to hear Mr. B., who
called to me to " go up higher." The sun was shining almost all

day, which added greatly to the splendor of the scene. Several

albatrosses have been living about the ship, and, though she goes

eiglit or ten miles an hour, they make nothing whatever of flying

around her, sailing olfa mile or two on each side and astern, and
then coming up again. It is wonderful with what ease they fly.

They will go a mile without any apparent motion of their wings,

and that too in the face of a gale, that sent us ploughing up the

waves at the rate of ten or eleven miles an hour. In fact they fly

better when there is a gale than in a calm. It is very hard for

them to rise ofl' the water, unless there is some wind going, but if

there is any wind, they turn their heads to it, and are speedily in

the air. They will skim over the water when it is rou2:h with
waves six or eiglit feet high, and never wet a feather. The cap-

tain says they have several joints in their wings, (which are pro-

digiously long,) and when the wind is strong, they " take in a reef

and shorten sail." I used to think they were all of one size and
color, but they are not. One that I saw was of " the first magni-
tude,"—wings extending ten feet or more. There are others of

the second, third, and fourth magnitudes. They do not appear,

however, nearly so large when seen flying as when on deck.

Some are white, some are dusky brown, some are brown on the
backs of the wings and white on the body above and beneath, and
on the lower part of the wings. Some have a dark belt or ring

round the neck, and some are somewhat mottled. I have not seen
any other varieties of color. One old brown fellow flew so close to

the ship's stern, that I could see the white of his eyes.

Monday, March 14th. Preached yesterday on JPhil. iii. 1—11.

But it being quite a calm, the swell caused the ship to roll so
nmch. and the rudder creaked so constantly, as it always does in

a calm, that I had not much satisfaction in the exercises. Bible
class, as usual. Mr. B. always attends, though he takes no active
part. J find this quite an interesting and profitable service.

The weather, after being very cold for three or four days, began
to mod(;rate yesterday morning, and now is very comfortaJole. The
wind is from the north; which in this part of the world is our
warm wind. I think the sunsets in this part of this hemisphere
are dilTerent from those in the United States, but I have not yet
observed them sulTiciently to state wherein that difference consists.

It would be endless to describe every sunset, to say nothing of the
impossibility of iriving you any idea of sights which I can find no
words in any language I know to describe.

It is just eight weeks to-day since leaving New York. I hardly
feel as if I ought to say, -since leaving home,'' because it seems
as if I had no right to say -' home." Ps.'cxix. 19. I can truly say



JOURNAL AT SEA. 97

T never knew eight weeks to pass so rapidly away. Our vessel

does not seem to glide more swiftly and smoothly over the waves,

than does my time on its course. Last summer on my trip to

Michigan, when I was gone just eight weeks, my time seemed to

be slowly passing, and I was anxious to return home. Perhaps it

was hecause I had not then severed the cords that hound me to my
father's house, and I felt their attraction. Now, when those cords

are severed, and I know not that I shall ever be drawn by them
again, J feel as if I was really cut loose, and going where Provi-

dence may lead me. Yet my tlioughts often revert back, and I

feel as if I could wish, though I do not, that I might once more
return ; but I cannot see anything that leads me to cherish the ex-

pectation of returning ; and I prefer not to think much of it.

That, however, does not keep me from thinking of you and won-
dering how you are. I never see Chun Sing tripping ahout the

decks, but it reminds me of the way Reuben used to come laugh-

ing from school, and of an evening when seated around the table,

the ladies with tlieir work, and myself with a book or chatting, it

reminds me of other days.

Yesterday evening as I was looking up at the stars, one of the

sailors, a young man of very intelligent countenance and pleas-

ing manner, with whom I had exchanged a few words several

times before, came up to me and began to speak of the stars

;

then of the delight one finds in knowledge. This led me to re-

mark, what a proof that was of the immortality of the soul, that

it was constantly expanding in capacity. He then asked me in

a very serious manner, what I thought of the question, " Are any
of the heathen saved who never lienrd of Christ?'' I told him I

thought not,—speaking of adult heathen
; and mentioned several

passages in Romans, that induced me to think as I did. This
led him to say, that he had been in the habit of reading the Bible

every day on* this voyage, but he found a great many things he
could not make out or understand. I offered him any assistance

in my power, for which he seemed very grateful, and said he
would 9vail himself of it. He then said, "What is it to be relig-

ious? A young lady asked me when in New York last time

—

'Are you religious?' I said. 'Of course I am. I believe in Christ,

—that he is the Son of God,—that he did live on the earth, and
that he died to save men's souls'—was I right in saying T am
religious?" I told him that what he believed was not all that

was necessary ; that many bad men, and even the devils, could

say, they believed that much. " That's true," said he, with a
good deal of emphasis. I then went on to explain what true faith

was, but much to my regret the watch was soon changed and he
had to leave me. I hope to see him again, however, before long.

I could not help thinking at the time, how little one can tell of

what is passing in the minds of others. A few weeks ago, as I

was thinking over the cliaracter of the men on board, T had set

it down in my mind, that this young man would be the least

7
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likely to think of religion of almost all on board. There seemed

to be a &!ort of '^ don't care about it" air in him. I rci^ret that I

have very few opportunities of nnich intercourse with the men.

There are almost always several of them together. Indeed I

scarcely ever see one alone, except the man at the wheel ; and it

is atrainst the rules to talk with him : consequently I have few

means of inlluencino: them except on the Sabbath. The ship is

so well supplied with tracts, through Mr. Gillespie's care, that I

find but little use for mine.

Saturday, March I9th. Though busy all the time, nothing

special has occurred to l)e noticed since Wednesday. We have

had a fine breeze ever since, that has carried us on bravely
;
and

if it had only held out, would probably have carried us to the

louiritnde of the Cape to-morrow. To-day is Saturday, however,

and the wind has fallen considerably since last night. It is clear-

ing up for Sunday. Tliere is, however, a great deal of swell in

the ocean, so much so that at times we are in danger of losing

our seats, and taking a berth on the floor. Last night in the

cabin, we had quite a little scene. The ship gave a sudden
lurcli, which nearly sent the httle lamp on the floor. Miss G.

cauglit hold of it, but as there was some oil on it as well as in it,

she got a quantity on her hands, and nearly lost her balance;

besides, Mr. B. started up at the same time to catch the lamp,

and before he had time to take two steps, found himself nearly

at full length on the floor; while Mrs. G. and myself found our-

selves involuntarily coming very close to each other. Flowever,

no damage was done, and we had a hearty laugh at each other.

This morning Mr. B. and myself were walking on deck, and a
sudden roll to leeward, as we were walking over 5, wet spot, caused
his foot to slip and down he came. As he fell his foot touched
mine, and I went after him, and we had another laugh at each
other, and were laughed at by others who saw us scrambling up
again. It is now (juite cool. Thermometer, 58° to-day. Have
all my winter clothes on, and have begun to think of my over-coat
and cloak. There has been some talk of having the stove up,
but scarcely any of us wishes it. There is a constant rolling in

the sea, and one might get his fingers scorched by coming too near
the stove, when the ship rolls.

We all seem to move on very harmoniously, and the time seems
to roll rapidly on. Mr. K. is the most desirous of seeing the end
of our vovcige, and often talks of Angier and China. This morn-
ing, Miss G. remarked, " How quicklv the Saturdays come round !"

"Ah!" said Mr. K., "that's because of your French lessons."
Miss G. does not study with us, but she seems to enjoy the occu-
pation as nmch as any one. Nearly every morning, Mr. B. and
Mrs. G. sit down together to study out the lesson, and it is quite
amusing to hear them trying to translate the hard places. Mr. B.
has a great deal of that humor which enlivens without dazzling,
and Mrs. G. puts on a sober countenance, and asks him questions,
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pretending at times to scold him, but evidently enjoying his sallies

of humor very much
;
while Miss G. sits by with her work, at

times laughing heartily at a mistake, or a joke, or a puzzled look,

as the case may be.

Sabbath, March 20th. A fair pleasant day to commence with,

but soon clouded over. Preached on 2 Tim. iii. 16
; but as there

was some wind, and a heavy sea, which there is constantly here,

the mizzen-mast creaked dreadfully, and I had little satisfaction

in the services. Besides, I saw it was growing darker, and the

men were looking out occasionally, as if a squall were couiing.

The services were no sooner over than they were called to the

ropes to take in souie of the sails. So we had it, showers and sun-

shine, the rest of the day. About nine a. m., the breeze freslieued,

so that we went on ten miles an hour. This has continued till

the present time, Monday, p. m. About dark, things looked so

squally, that it was thought necessary to send down the main
royal-yard—the fore and mizzen-royals had been sent down seve-

ral da3's ago—and we had sliowers and scpialls till I went to bed,

after ten p. m. Going out about seven a. m., I found that tbe greater

part of the sails were furled, and we were driving on under close-

reefed topsails. The ship looked very bare with so many of her

sails taken in, and as the sea was high, she rolled more tbaii I

ever knew her to do before. The wind whistled through the rig-

ging, and our ship dashed on like a frightened bird
; but everything

is snug and secure, and as far as we can see, there is no reason for

alarm. Several little birds are flying about, and apparently enjoy-

ing the commotion of the water. As I looked at them, several

times to-day, 1 thought of the words of our Saviour, "Not one of them
falleth to the ground without your heavenly Father. Will lie not

much more save you, O ye of little faith !" It is pleasant to be

thus reminded of the presence of our all-gracious God.
In consequence of this gale, we have made in twenty-four hours

more than two hundred and fifty miles
; the best day's work. Cap-

tain L. says, he has ever made. We shall also be in the longitude

of the Cape to-day, making«this the most speedy of the seven voy-

ages he has made round it. Surely the winds and the waves bave
had charge over us. The air is cool, but we are all in fine spirits,

and none of us sea-sick in tlie least. Owing to the motion of the

ship, it was almost impossible to sit on a cbair, and after several

expedients, we took the long cushion off the transom, and laid it

down on the floor, and sat on it somewhat a la Turque ; yet even

then we could scarcely keep our seats, but were several times slid-

ing off to the other side of the cabin. It was, as you may sup-

pose, rather an amusing scene.

Tuesday, March 22d. The waves were even higher than yes-

terday, and were much l)roken, so that to look out astern, or off

from the side of the ship, there seemed to be a large number of

rocky hills in the sea, and the ship was making her way over and
between them. I have seen nothing so grand since the voyage
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commenced. The waves would mount up twenty feet or more,

and burst into a wide sheet of foam ;
while still further off, the

wiiite foaming tops of others would lift themselves up in the hori-

zon, and tlie constant dashing and roaring of tlie waves combined

toofcfher to fill the mind with exalted ideas of Him, who holds the

waters in the hollow of his liands, and stilleth the noise of their

waves. '* An undevout astronomer is mad," but surely a careless

sailor is worse: with the tokens of God's power and presence every-

wliere around him, one would think he could not move a muscle

without thinking of his Maker and Preserver. Yet, alas ! he does

not like to retain God in his knowledge. But though the scene

was grand, it was not very comfortable on board. Such constant

rolling and tossing and pitching of the ship, made it almost impos-

sil)le to study ; and it was very fatiguing either to sit, stand, or

walk. To lie down was useless, unless one was bolstered up on
both sides. We had quite a scene at the table. One of the ladies,

just before sitting down, had been thrown, by a sudden and violent

lurch, clear across the cabin ; and had she not managed to catch

by the door, would have gone headlong into the pantry. As it

was, she sprained her arm slightly. After we sat down, we had
another sudden roll, and the salt-cellar turned over between Mr.
K. and myself; then the milk jug emptied about half its contents

into the butter dish, and the bread and plates and knives and forks

began to look about them, as if they thought of going overboard.

It then became quiet again, and we thought we should have some
peace, when another roll came along, and each one seized all he
or she could lay hold of, and sat and looked at the other articles

flying about the table. I went to bed quite tired, and having a
cushion at my back to keep me from banging against the side of
my berth, managed to sleep pretty well.

Thursday, March 24th. The wind began to freshen last night
after dark, and at eight o'clock all hands were called, and a reef
taken in. in the main-sail and the top-sail, and the fore-top-gal-
iant-sail was furled. Turned in at my usual hour, but was wa-
Jcned al)out one in the morning by an .'exceedingly heavy shower,
which heat down on deck with'an amazing force. I did not yet
g«'t up. but soon found by the motion that the wind had risen, and
the ship rolled exceedingly.

I think the sailing of the albatross is one of the most beautiful
sights I have ever seen, and when several of them are together, it

is really grand. The other day I saw eight of the largest size
close together, and they flew up and down, and one way and the
otiier, and in circles, and (^rossed each other's paths so rapidly, that
the eye could hardly follow them in their flight. They move with
such perfect ease, and have such complete command over their
motions—at one time darting off like an arrow from a bow full
bent, then slowly rising in the air and floating almost motionless
in the sky, then careering round the sliip when at her full speed,
as if contemning her comparative sluggishness,—I have watched
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them by the hour. The beauty of their motions amply coiupen-

sates for what luay be called the uui^racehiluess of their bodies.

I do not think their shape handsome, tlioui^li doubtless it is ihe

best for their modes of life. How pleasant it is for the Christian

to think, when he looks at these birds, that they are not beings in

which he need feel no interest : they are made by his best friend,

and he sees in them new proofs of the wisdom and goodness of

God. It is transportuig to be able to say, " My Father made
them all."

Saturday, 26th. Last night we had a strong wind, which kept the

ship steady. This afternoon the wind gently died away ; for an
hour we had a perfect calm. The ocean, however, even in the most
perfect calms, is never still. The surface may become glassy, but

there is a constant heaving
;
and commonly, in calms, we see what

Edwards calls "continual, infinitely various, successive changes
of unevenness on the surface of the water." The sun is setting

in a cloudy sky, and we shall probably have a gale in a very

short time.

Monday, 28th. Yesterday we had a fine breeze all day, though
rather too much ahead. The ship pitched a good deal, which
made some of our company feel quite unpleasant. Preached on
John iii. 6. The mizzen rigging had been set up the day before,

and there was no creaking. I found it a httle difficult to stand

steadily, when the ship pitched, but in other respects was very

well placed, and the services were attended to as well as I have
seen them before. I have no doubt, however, some of my hearers

would think it was " a hard saying," though I heard no remarks.

Numerous stormy petrels were flying about the ship in the fore-

noon, but our expected storm did not come. The air, however,

was exceedingly damp all day and all this morning. It is now,
however, clearing away, and the sun is shining very pleasantly.

Tuesday, 29th. The sail we saw yesterday is out of sight now.
We have walked away from her, and made five degrees of longi-

tude in twenty-four hours. It is remarkable how fond a whole
ship's company are of praising a good ship : the captain says,

" The Huntress steers like a duck ;" Mr. K., " We had a famous
run last night;" one of the boys, " The Huntress can't be beat ;"

mate, " What better than this would any one want ?" The fog

and mist came down again last night like small rain ;
they call it

a Scotch mist. It is caused by the northerly wind, which we have

had for several days ; the wind becomes charged with vapors in

the warm latitudes north of this, which become visible in this cool

place; though for several days past, owing to some north wind,

the weather has been very pleasant.

I suppose Roberts is to-day finishing his last session but one at

College. I can hardly realize that it is five years since I was in

the same situation. It was just a little before that, perhaps two

or three months, that I had' decided to be a missionary. What
shall happen in the next five years ? I am beginning to feel pretty
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Strongly the responsibility resting upon me, in my first movements

in Cliina, and could wisli I were safely landed at Singapore. The
rest of our passengers are talking with great animation of Angier,

and the delicious fruits, tfcc, which Mr. K. tells them they shall

find there. We hope to be at Angier in two or three weeks. Mrs.

G. talks most of Hong Kong, where her husband is, and of home.

" Home ! thy joys are passing lovely,

Joys no stranger heart can tell

;

Happy home ! 't is sure I love thee,

Yet to thee I've said farewell."

Yet it may be, that I alone of this ship's crew shall ever see home
again ; who knows? But I do not wnsh that it should be so.

Saw a very large flock of stormy petrels to-day
;
also saw a very

large albatross rising high in the air, and hovering with his bill

to the wind ;
also saw the clouds to the north in a position Avhich

sailors call an " eye." All these, the mate says, are signs of an ap-

proaching gale. The wind is rising some, the barometer falhng a

httle, and the spray frequently dashing over the ship's side. We
shall see whether the signs are true or not.

Friday. April 1st. This has been a cold, unpleasant day. Heavy-

clouds almost all the time, and though no rain, yet so damp that

my hands had a cold clammy moisture on them all the time.

Everything felt damp and chilly. The wind was very strong ever

since yesterday evening, and we have come two hundred and sev-

enty miles in twenty-four hours. In six days w^e have run four-

teen hundred and twelve miles, and all with one wind. No one
on board this ship ever saw such saihng. At the sam-e time the

wind has been so steady, that there has been comparatively little

motion in the ship. Surely it is not luck that has thus brought

us on.

Saturday, April 2d. About half past five, p. m., yesterday, while

the wind was as strong as ever, the mate told me it was going to

change to the opposite side, and "blow great guns." I went into

my room about six. I had not been there half an hour, before I

felt the ship rolling from side to side, and on going out, I found
that tlie wind had "broken off short," and light puffs of air were
coming from the opposite quarter. The ship was rolling about
and making very little progress; so it continued till about three

o'clock this morning, when our old wind, or one very much like it,

came back again, and we are now dashing on as before ;
so our

wise ones were mistaken as to the course of the expected wind.

But it was certainly very remarkable, that after the wind should
blow strongly, without a moment's intermission, for six days, it

should all at once break off, and then after a short interval re-com-
mence.

Monday, April 4th. The wind began to increase towards even-
ing on Saturday so much, that we anticipated a rough night. At
eight, p. M., all hands were called, and a reef taken m the topsails.
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About eleven, p. m., just as I was falling asleep, I was wakened
by a loud order, "Furl the nmintop-gallant-sail." It was near

midnight before I got asleep, and I was wakened several times by

the noise of the men at the ropes. The Sabbath dawned with

every appearance of an unpleasant day. Sooii after breakfast I

was talking with the mate on deck, and before I well knew it,

found myself well covered by a shower of spray, nmch to the

amusement of Mr. B., who saw me, and of the mate, who having

himself escaped with a slight sprinkling, said, "I'm very sorry for

you, Mr. Lowrie, but really, I can't help laughing at you." There

was too much motion, and too much prospect of a gale, to have

preaching; and being cold and damp, it was a very unpleasant

day. None of us felt very well, and we were all glad to turn in.

Meanwhile the wind had gone on increasing ; occasionally rain

fell; barometer falling; captain on deck almost all the time. By
eight, p. M., all the topsails were close-reefed, and all the upper and

lighter sails carefully furled. The ship rolled a good deal, and it

was hard to sleep. About eleven, p. m., I heard the men working

at the mizzen-topsail-sheets, just above my head, and concluded

they were furling that sail, a pretty good sign that the gale was
increasing. Awoke several times afterwards, and always heard

them working at the ropes ; two or three times knew^ by the sing-

ing that all hands were called, and on going out before breakfast

time, found the gale had so increased that we were lying to, under

close reefed main-topsail, and main-spencer. Sky overclouded,

wind whistling, as if our ship was some vast ^Eolian harp, and
the sea heaped up around in wild confusion. Very little water,

however, came over the sides of the ship, and the sun soon came
out, and made things look more cheerful. Still the wind has

blown violently all day, and we have lain to, making almost no

progress, but drifting off to the south. We expected to have seen

St. Paul's to-day, but the wind has driven us so far out of our

course, that we shall not probably see it at all. Captain Lovett

was up and out all last night, and all this forenoon. About noon

the barometer began to rise.

About four o'clock the wind having moderated and hauled aft,

while I was writing the above, I heard the order, "Loose the fore-

topsail." "Good!" thought I, laying down my pen and running

out. All hands were called; fore and mizzen-topsails, (close-

reefed,) fore and mainsails, and fore-topmast-staysails, were set to

the breeze, and a reef shook out of the main-topsail, and we are

again on our way, after lying to just twelve hours. So we have

had a storm. I do not think, however, that the sight has been as

grand as what we saw tei^ days ago. It has been a preify anxious

time for the officers. Captain L. after being up all night and all

forenoon, lay down in his berth for about an hour, and then came

out again. I asked him if he had had any sleep? " Well, I don't

know, but I believe I did. Every time the ship made a deep roll,

though, I was awake."
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Tuesday, April 5th. Strong breeze and very heavy swell. The
sea is "troubled, and it cannot rest," but the sun is shining down
brightly, and we speed on our way across the foaming waves. A
shoal of porpoises were playing about the ship this afternoon.

The vessel was going nine miles an hour, and dashing the foam

away in immense volumes, but they played about under her bows

and in the foam, as if she were at anchor. The mates tried to

harpoon some of them, but did not succeed. The harpoon went

into one of them, and he was hauled several feet out of water, but

the iron did not hold, and he got off. Sailors say the porpoises

play about that way before a gale of wind. Saw also an albatross

sailing up very high in the air; another sign. Gluite a flock of

albatrosses showed themselves a httle after sunset. I saw seven

of the largest size flying close together; but it was too cold to

stand and watch them.

Thursday, April 7th. Yesterday was a very pleasant day, though
rather cool ; sun shone all day, and a moderate wind carried us

gently on. To-day the wind is strong, and in fact is increasing

so that we have had a reef taken in each of the topsails, and all

the sails above furled. The wind is so nearly ahead, that we
cannot keep our course, but are going more to the northward than

is desirable. It is surprising to see in how many different direc-

tions one can go with the same wind, or how one may make winds
that blow" in opposite directions send him forward in the same
course. This is done by shifting the yards, so that the sails may
obtain the full benefit of the different breezes. Thus, one going
from west to east, as.we are, can proceed with any one of the

winds represented by the arrows

A, B, C, &c., to G. Of these

winds, C and E are the best, be-

cause they strike all the sails,

while a wind from D would not.

Pilot boats can go with the wind
H and J, i. e. within " four points ;"

ships cannot go within " six

points." Each of the quadrants
above are supposed to be divided

into eight points, as in the mari-

ner's compass. The wind we
have to-day is G, or S. S. E. I'm
at a loss to know how you will

receive this disquisition. If you did not know these things before,

I take it for granted you will be glad to learn them
;
but if you

did, then I beg pnrdon for troubling youton the subject.

Saturday, April 9th. After rather a restless night, owing to the
ship's rolling so much, 1 went out in the morning and found all

sails set, and studding-sails out ; so we are " out of the woods
now," with a fair prospect before us. This has been a very pleas-

ant day, though our course has been rather slower than usual.
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However, " we are glad, because we be quiet," and hope soon to

be brought to our " desired haven."

Sabbath, April 10th. A most beautiful day. Tlie sun has been
shining out of a blue sky, upon a still deeper blue ocean, and the

light fleecy clouds have hung around the sky as if delighted spec-

tators of tbe peaceful scene. Altbough not going rapidly, we bave
still gone fast enough to leave no room for impatience, and con-

sequently nearly all are in a good humor.
Preacbed on John iii. 3 : the nature and necessity of regenera-

tion
;
and was very attentively listened to. The mate told me

afterwards he was talking with " Boston Bill" about my sermon,

and asked him if he did not think tbere was a great deal of truth

in it. He answered, " he believed there was ;" but he quoted from

my sermon the remark, that Christians would try to do good to

others, and then said, "Now I've been with men who said they

were Christians, and yet they were trying to injure others all the

time." This is one of the many excuses men make for continuing

in impenitence. Another tbat has equal weigbt with the better

educated part of our company is, that " Christians are always
quarrelling among themselves." I think I shall prepare a sermon
on the text, " And they all began with one consent to make ex-

cuse." Bible class as usual in tbe afternoon; so pass away our

Sabbaths. I sometimes wish I could again go up to the sanctuary

with the great congregation ;
but I And that that God, wbo is

" the confidence of all tbe ends of the earth," is also the confidence
" of them that are far off upon the sea." I have taken " the wings
of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea." Yet,

even here !
" His hand leads me, and his right hand upholds me."

What a glorious thing it is to serve such a God ! to be able to say,

" This God IS oar God forever and ever !"

Tuesday, April 12th. Pleasant weather still. A sail in sight

about two o'clock ;
soon came near enough to make out that she

was a whaler. She ran up the star-spangled baimer, and we the

same
;
presently she crossed our bows, and coming, or rather fall-

ing nearer, ran up he;- flag again—a sign that she wanted to speak
;

so we took in all our light sails, arul put the yards round so as to

make the ship go slower, and she came up astern, but in speak-

ing distance. Asked us .where we were from, and if we had any
papers to spare. Captain answered, " Yes," and we held on till

her boat could come alongside. They speedily lowered one, and
half a dozen men jumped down into it, and came dancing over the

waves to us. Their boat was sometimes almost hidden by the

waves, but they did not seem to mind them at all. They were

soon alongside, and their mate and a couple of men came up on

deck. They were rough-looking customers compared with our

crew, though the latter were in their every-day dress. It was the

ship Palladium, of New Bedford
; out eight months ;

had 1000 bar-

rels of oil from sixteen whales
; had not seen land for four months;

had been south among the icebergs
;
were going to New Holland
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soon ; crew of thirty men. I asked the mate if they had any
books. "Well, yes, some; but what we have, have been read

pretty often." Captain gave him two or three dozen of news-

papers, and I hastily wrapped up a handful of Tracts, and Dod-
dridii^e's '-Rise and Progress," and Pike's "Religion and Eternal

Life/' and with a silent prayer for a blessing on them, gave them
to him. He then asked the captain if he could spare them any
vegetables; and got a keg full of potatoes and onions, &c., and
then off again. They have men constantly aloft, one at the fore

and one at the main-mast-head, Avho are relieved every two hours.

In this way they saw us several hours before we saw them. I

ought to have said above, that before I had fully decided to offer

any tracts, Mr. Gillespie asked me "Where my tracts were,"

for which stirring up of my mind by way of remembrance, 1 was
very grateful. He had fixed up a small bundle for such an occa-

sion himself, but could not find it at the time
;
so he wrapped up

a few in a "Pictorial Brother Jonathan," and told the mate of the

other vessel to "put that in his hat." I asked the man if they

had any Bibles on board. " Oh, yes ! we belong to a strong tem-

perance concern." As our captain says, " I would like to lean

over their fore-scuttle at night, and hear what those old fellows

will say of us." Unless our crew informed their men otherwise,

they will probably imagine that there are two young missionaries

in this ship, Mr. B. and myself, with their wives ! Tbe men
seemed greatly embarrassed by the appearance of our ladies, as

they were in their every-day dress, which, in their occupation, is

necessarily a very ordinary-looking one; and the perfect cleanness

of our ship would contrast strongly with their oil-stained, weather-
worn vessel.

You can hardly conceive the pleasure such a rencontre gives to

one who, for three months, has seen only the same faces and the

same scenes. It seems to expand the feelings that have become
contracted to our own little sphere, and to connect us once more
with the great world of mankind, some of whose representatives

we have just met. We all seem to be in better spirits, and to talk

as if under the influence of some excitement. Numberless are the
coni<*ctures we have formed already, of their feelings and occupa-
tions, ifcc. But it's late, past ten, p. m. with us, though it is hardly
noon with you, and I am too sleepy to pen anything more.—Good
night.

Wednesday morning, April 13th. Dreamed last night that I

was just leaving home, that you had all come down to the ship

except sister Mary, who could not bear the idea of saying farewell

under such circumstances, and would not come down. "We Vvcre

about to exchange the last words, when I awoke, and was glad to

find that I had not agaiji to undergo the pain of parting. I sup-
pose my dream was caused by having seen the vessel yesterday,
which carried my mind back to the country from which we both
came.
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I believe the mind is always thinking ; even when we sleep and
do not reineinber it afterwards, we liave been tliinking. Now the
dream I liad tliis morning occurred just while I was awaking, and
was probably tlie close of a great many flights of fancy of a similar
kind. Wonder what I was tliinking of all night ; how many visits

I paid you all ; and how many old scenes came up before my mind.
Shall I ever know? Can it be possible that all these thoughts
that pass in the night, and we do not recollect them, are forever

gone? Perhaps in another world we may recognize, amon^ the
sensations we shall l!ien experience, some that have visited us, " in

the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon us." Who
knows but that the ideas, that in some favored seasons gush up so

copiously in our minds, are but transcripts of our unremembered
meditations ? I was laying out the plan of a sermon yesterday on
the text " and they all with one consent," (fee, and scarcely ever
found my ideas flow so readily. I know I was dreaming of that
subj.'cL only a night or two before, for I recollect of answering, in

my sleep, an objection against the doctrine of election, made by
one of our company. Who knows how much our conduct is shaped
during the day by the impressions our dreams in the night, even
though we knew not that we dreamed, may have left upon our
minds? But I beg pardon. I had no idea of philosophizing in

this way. I wonder if this disquisition is the transcript of some
metaphysical train of thought I had in some of my dreams lately.

It certainly came unexpectedly, " from mine own heart, so to my
head, and thence into my fingers trickled. Then to my pen, from
whence immediately on paper I did it dribble daintily." As honest
John Bunyan says of a much more instructive dream.

Friday, loth March. A strong breeze was blowing all day yes-

terday, and had not the news been almost too good to be true, we
should have thought it the south-east trade. However, it continues
to-day, and there can be little doubt that we have the looked-for

wind. Thus we are going gaily on our course, without having to

beat about among the variable winds that are commonly found
between the legular western winds in Lat. 40° and the trade-wind,

wliich commonly is taken in Lat. 28° south. We had anticipated

being delayed thus for three or four days, whereas we had no
sooner lost the western winds, than this wind took us up. These
are very curious things. In Lat. 40° north and south, nnd for

several degrees on each side, the wind blows from the west almost
constantly

;
from about 30° to 10° or 5°, north and south, they

blow from the north-east and south-east respectively
;
these are the

north-east and south-east trades. On each side of the equator for

a few degrees, variable winds prevail ; and commonly between the

western wir)ds and the trade-winds there is a space of sev(;rai de-

grees where the winds vary a good deal. It has been by these

regular winds that we have made the greatest part of our voyage.
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sun, and extremely pleasant in the shade. Our old friends the

albatrosses left us several days ago. I do not recollect seeing any
large ones since last Tuesday, the day we spoke the wlialer.

To-day we are within six hundred miles of New Holland. Our
course now is nearly north. "Sail, O !" Another ship coming
this way, a whaler

;
passes aliout five miles olF, and runs up the

star-spangled banner, or "Gridiron" as the sailors call it. No
time to stop ; in an hour she is out of sight. A dull life they

must have of it. Cruising about for months at a time, and not

seeing a whale ; nothing in the world to do.

Saturday night, ten o'clock. We are now directly on the oppo-

site side of the globe from you, or within one degree of it, so that

with you it is ten, a. m. Saturday night ! and tlie Sabi)ath draws

near. If I could spend every week as pleasantly as 1 have spent

the past, I could rejoice in long life
;

l3ut it is pleasant to think,

that there remainetli—after all the privileges of this world—still,

" there remaineth^ over and above the»n all, a rest—a auGSmiauog^

—a keeping of Sabbath, for the people of God." Rest is sweet

;

and O, to think of rest from sin, rest from temptation, rest from

disappointment, rest from sorrow, rest in the peaceful haven after

lon^i toiling over the uncertain, restless ocean, and long struggling

with adverse winds ! Surely it is well we have thus to labor and
to sulfer, it will make the end more joyful. Yet it is hard at times

to resist the desire to " fly away and be at rest." But it is well

that the all- wise God holds " our times in his hands." He will

give the signal when it is the best time to cease from labor, and
therefore—

" Here my spirit waiting- stands

Till He shall bid it fly."

Sabbath, April 17th. A dull, rainy Sabbath, with a hght wind;
pleasant enough, however, in other respects. Saw a flock of fly-

ing fish, the first I have seen for several weeks. Cleared olT

beautifully before sunset, and the trade-wind came back again

strongly.

Preached on Luke xiv. 18, " And they all began with one con-

sent to make excuse." Spoke of the principal excuses men make
for not repenting and believing : as, 1. " I have not time." 2.

'' Religion is a gloomy thing, and a hard and mean service." 3.

"The Bible is so hard to be understood, and some of its doctrines,

as election, (fee, so absurd." 4. " Christians are hypocrites, and
there are so many sects, so that there is no truth in religion." 5.

" There's time enough yet—I do not mean to die so." The atten-

tion generally was better than I have yet seen among the men,

and several of them I observed watching me very closely all the

time. I understood they had rather an argument about the ser-

mon afterwards in the forecastle, though I did not hear the pur-

port of it. Yet, alas ! it seems almost hopeless to preach to these

people. Like the prophet of old, I seem to be •• in the midst of the

valley of bones, and, lo, they are very dry. Can these dry bones
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live ? O Lord God, thou kiiowest." Yet in liis name would I

" prophesy upon tliese bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones,

hear ye the word of the Lord." And I would also "prophesy to

the w'inds, and say, Come from the four winds, O breath, and

breathe upon these slain." I wonder if Christians at home, who
know that a missionary is on his way to the lieathen, ever think

of prayino; that he may be a blessing to the almost heathenish

sailors," ashe sails witli them week after week. How httle suc-

cess would commonly attend the minister's labor at home, if he

had not the prayers of his people to assist him ! Yet in cases of

this kind, the missionary most commonly stands alone, and has

to preach to some who scarcely know what are the very first prin-

ciples of Christianity—to some who, like one of our crew, " have

not had a Bible for many years, nor heard a prayer for seven

years ;" to some who, like another, know not that there is any
dilierence between the "faith the devils have," and the faith that

" works by love, and purifies the heart ;" to some who, like ano-

ther, tliink that "if a man goes to church, he is safe enough," and
that "those Christians are mistaken, who say that men are nat-

urally averse to religion ;" to men rendered reckless of danger by
long familiarity with it ; who will curse and swear when out in a
little boat on a raging sea, seeking if they may find a comrade
who had just fallen overboard in a dark night. This is a fact

that occurred in this ship on the last voyage !—to say nothing of

the evil habits they acquire on shore, and the evil examples they

there see, and of the effects these must have upon them. They
have long felt that "no man cared for their souls," and they make
this an additional excuse for continuing as they are. Surely it is

'• casting bread upon the waters" to preach to such. Yet God is

all-powerful, and some things that have come to my knowledge
of late, make me think that the Holy Spirit has not yet left this

ship's company to themselves.

MoiidaV; April 18th. Getting ready to go ashore, i. e., the ship

is. The men have been at work most of this day getting the
guns up out of the hold and mounting them. They were stowed
away below shortly after leaving New York. Being quite heavy,
it took several men to hoist them up out of the hold, and they
raised the song of "Cheerily, oh cheerily," several times. This
is a favorite song with the seamen. One acts as leader, and in-

vents as he goes along, a sentence of some six or eight syllables,

no matter what. To-day some of the sentences were, "Help me
to slug a song ;" " Now all you fine scholars ;" " You must excuse
me now," 6cc. ; then comes in a semi-chorus "Cheerily oh !" then
another sentence, and a full chorus, "Cheerily oh - -^-N-^-^^^^^^/^^y

chcerilt/." Just imagine the sounds and music of that waving
line ! The song is exciting, and heard at the distance of the
ship's length is very beautiful. I have just now been listening to

music of another kind. The sea is smooth, all is quiet, and we
are saiUng on at eight miles an hour, and as the ship cuts her
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way. through the water and tliiows away the waves from her
bows, she makes a soft and pleasant sound. We are now going
dhectly north. The Great Bear again appears in our sky, and
we shall hope soon to see the Polar star.

Tuesday, April 19tli. Warm, sultry day, and several heavy
showers. What is the use of rain on the sea? wliy should the

water, after having been so carefully drawn up by the sun, be

poured down again to the place from which it came .^ Surely this

was all foreseen by him who causes the rain to fall, and he had
some design in it. It is hardly a sullicient answer to say, that

these showers at sea are of great service to sailors, for vast quan-
tities fall where no ships are, and fell for thousands of years be-

fore ships sailed over the ocean. Yet surely they are of use. I

have been puzzling my brain for a long tune to find out the final

cause, as theologians say, of this phenomenon, but I fear with
very little success. Perhaps fresh water is as necessary for the

inhabitants of the sea, as salt is for us along with our food. Per-

haps those winds which, after sweeping for so many thousands of

miles over the salt water, and in such hot climates as this, need
to be purified and to have their unwholesome qualities thus ac-

quired removed, by having the rain come and pass through them,
filtering away, if I may use such a figure, their impurities, before

they blow upon the land or influence at all the air men breathe.

Who knows what influences are necessary to pre^^erve the atmos-

phere of the earth in its purity?—and what part of those influ-

ences is excited by the rains that fall on land, and at sea, and "in
the wilderness where no man is?" But this is one of the " things

that are too wonderful for me." Men pass over such things often-

times as uninteresting, because of their ignorance of what is

reall}^ in them. So it is in regard to everything. We are often

told that the life of such and such men is uninteresting, void of

incidents, and dull. Professors of rhetoric, and critics, tell us
that only great subjects and the lives of great men, furnish suita-

ble themes for an epic poem. But surely the life of every man,
however poor and mean he may be, could we but know it all,

would furnish such a subject for an epic poem as would astonish

even Homer and Milton. There would be the secret counsels of

God respecting him from all eternity
;
the unnumbered and al-

most the innumerable incidents in his birth and in his after life,

when good and evil angels watched over and influenced liim, and
when the providence of God was busied about him ; the narrow
escapes from evil; the woful falls, or the triumphant victory ;

all

the feelings in his own mind, and their varied causes
;
the plans

of others with respect to him, and their influence over him ;
the

eflects of his actions, outlasting his own life, and reaching far off*

amidst almost infinite ramifications to the end of time ; the vari-

ous crisises of his life ;
and the endless realities of the eternal

state. What created intellect could fuUy comprehend, or rightly

describe, all these? God knoweth tliem all. We hardly ever
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even think of them, and yet our w liole Hfe is spent in influencing

and beiui^ inlhicnced by such wonderful beings. Verily this is a

fearful and a wonderful thing.

About sunset the ship was very nearly becalmed ; her motion

was barely perceptible ; and I was leaning over the gangway,
looking down at the httle bubbles on the deep blue sea. While
thus engaged, my attention was arrested by a number of little in-

sects, no longer than tiie gnat you sometimes see sporting in the

evening air. They moved about over the calm surface of the

water with great rapidity, just as the little water-bugs and spiders

play about in the eddy of a brook in summer. Where do these

little creatures come from? whither do they go? where shelter

themselves when storms arise? Or are they like ourselves, mere
creatures of a dav, floating about on the fathomless ocean of

eternity, one moment sportive and busy, and cherishing great

hopes, tlie next swallowed up by the dark waters, and seen no
more ?*

It was a lovely night, calm and clear, a few clouds in the sky
;

but the moon shone down brightly, and the large stars beamed
out, like a queen in her royal robes with her maids of honor around
her. Underneath was the boundless sea, quiet and smooth—" a
great still mirror-sea," and the moonbeams and starlight were re-

flected back from the surface of the water. But how different the

direct and the reflected light ! The one came down and gave a
clear image of the heavenly bodies ;

thus we see the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. But the other was distorted and bro-

ken by the constant swell of even that calm sea ; so it is with all

our views of things in the invisible heavens. If our faith can only
gaze steadfastly thereon, our hearts will burn within us ; but the

moment we turn our sight to earthly tilings our vision becomes
confused, and we see no more clearly

; at best it is but " through
a glass darkly." I could hardly think of going to bed

;
again and

agam as I turned off to retire, a new appearance of beauty or a
brightly shining star arrested my attention, and kept me under
the open sky. Once the moon was slightly obscured by a white
cloud, that passed hke a veil over her face ;

but that only made
her more beautiful, for immediately a triple circle w^as formed
around her, of white, bright orange, and pale green.

Saturday, April 23d. Raining almost all the night. Towards
four o'clock this morning I awoke

; it was pouring down heavy.
Several very loud claps of thunder, that came roaring and reverbera-
ting over the waters, reminded me of the w^ords of the Psalmist

:

" The voice of the Lord is upon the waters :

The God of «)-lory thundereth
;

The Lord is upon many waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful

;

The voice of the Lord is full of majesty."

* " Light mortal, how you walk your light life minuet, over bottomless abysses, di-

vided from you by a film."

—

Carlyle.
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About half-past eight, a. m.. just after l)rcakfast, the captain
shouted, " Land O !" and Christmas Island was in sight. Wo
were about twenty miles oil', and have not at any time to-day been
near enough to see it very closely. Its form is very well defined
against the sky; looks steep, and very long. About an hour after

seeing the island, Bennet called to me, '• Mr. Lowrie, just come
and see how sweet the island smells."' I went out, and, sure
enough, there was a very perceptible odor, somewhat, though not
very much, like what one perceives in a large pine forest, tliuugh

I think rather sweeter. However, I felt rather incredulous, for,

though the breeze w^as blowing pretty fast off tlic island, yet we
were nearly twenty miles off, and I could hardly believe it possi-

ble. So I went and examined the rails of the sliip, to see that no
mixture had been put there to create the deception. It is said

that persons going to Ceylon are often deceived in this way, by
having oil of cinnamon sprinkled on the ship's side. However,
there was no mistake. Tlie odor evidently came from the cocoa-

nut trees on the island, and I stood and snuffed it for a while with
great satisfaction. The island is in Lat. 10° 32' S., and Long.
105° 33' E., according to some of the Geographers, and about nine
miles square, uninhabited, save by the birds, and some wild hogs,

and having no anchorage. It is about two liundred and ten miles
from Java Head, and two hundred and sixty or two hundred and
eighty from Angier, at which latter place we shall not probably
arrive for two or three days yet. 1 feel strongly inclined, if I can
get an opportunity, to go from Angier direct to Singapore. If 1

go to China, it will take most probably three months from the

present time to get to Singapore. Indeed, the captain thinks I

cannot get to Singapore until October, owing to the Monsoon,
which will be directly against me.

I am in a good deal of uncertainty what to do. My instructions

are to go to China : but it will never do to wait there until Octo-
ber, or even the end of August. This is one of the cases in which
two are better than one.

About sunset the island bore away off to the west, and we lost

sight of it. Several boobies alighted on the ship, one on the end
of the flying jib-boom, another on the mizzen-royal-yard, and
another, moie bold, sat down on the railing at the stern. The
first one was caught, at which inhospitable treatment he showed
great wrath, and bit one of the boys on the leg, uttering some very

singular cries, which I know not how to describe to you. They
were somewhat like the creaking of a chest lid, that had not been

opened for a long time, though not so sharp. He afforded great^

amusement to the boys, particidarly Chun Sing, who, in the

height of his glee, came to the cabin door, and called out, '-Do you
w^ant any l)oobies here ?'' This one was black above, and white

beneath ; some are all white. He measured four feet nine inches

from tip totipofwmg. and I suppose about fifteen or eighteen

inches from bill to tail. Each wing was more than two feet long.
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If the next day had not been the Sabbath, I should have asked

them to kooj) hill), th.at we might examine him more closely.

Thev soon let liiin ii;o.

Sabhatli, April 24th. A most deliij^htfiil day, perfectly charming-,

except that we were almost becalmed. An Enirlish ship and a

Dutch brii^ were close at hand all day. Preached on Matt, xi

28-30
;

" Come unto me, all that labor and are heavy-laden," &c.,

with more fluency and satisfaction, and with an attentive audi-

ence. It has been to me one of tbe pleasantest days I have yet

spent, for though wearied and heavy-laden, with a body of flesh

and a sinful heart, I have '-found rest to my soul."

Tuesday, April 2()th. Heavy showers, with thunder and light-

ning, both yesterday morning and this; three ships in sight all the

time; making tolerable progress; saw an immense number of

boobies yesterday, and several kinds of fish. Several of the boo-

bies, great boobies they were, came to the ship for a night's lodg-

ing, whereupon three of them were seized and put into a vacant

hen-coop to i)as3 tlie night. We had them out on deck this morn-
ing, but they could hardly walk, and could not raise themselves

from the deck, their legs being very weak, owing to want of exer-

cise. They have two joints in their wings, besides the joint that

connects the wing to the body. An albatross is said to have sev-

eral joints in each wing. They are of two colors, dark brown,
and white, with black pointed wings

;
probably the colors respect-

ively of the male and female. The white ones have purple bills,

straight, and about two inches long. They were very fierce,

snapped at everything and everybody, and took hold of my hat
quite viciously when I held it out to them. We let them go again
without farther injury. One of them by some accident had lost a
leg; but this, I suppose, with their habits, is not so serious an in-

jury as it would be to many other birds. Several large dragon-
flies were flying about the ship to-day, though we must have been
forty miles from land when we first saw^ them. Caught a dolphin
to-day, but I did not see him when dying, and if I had, you have
heard enough of the colors.

We have been expecting to see land all day, as we cannot be
far from Java Head, which, in clear weather is visible fifty miles

;

but the horizon has been hazy all day, and not seeing land before
dark, we have been obliged to take in sail, and may have to heave
to before morning. It is interesting to see how every one has been
"looking out" all day: men up at the mast-head every half-hour;
captain with his spy-glass; cook looking over the side; Chun
Sing sitting on the rail ; and passengers and men looking earnestly
to the north-east ; but our eyes have failed with looking to-day.
We hope to be in the Straits of Sunda by daylight.

Wednesday, 27th. Sat up till about eleven, and just as I was going
to bed, heard "Land O !" However it was far' off, and as there
was little prospect of entering the straits before morning, I went
to bed, but could not sleep. About twelve o'clock, heard the cap-
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tain sing out, " Loose the main-royal," " get out, the foie-topmast-
studding-sail." I could not tell what to make of this, for at dark
he had taken in sail, and said he would take in more. Accord-
ingly 1 jumped up and went out, and there sure enough was the
high land of Palambang Point right ahead, and a noble breeze
carrying us right on. The captain said we should enter the straits

between two and three o'clock, so I went to take a nap before that
time. I was amused at Chun Sing ; he was up, as bright as a lark,

sitting on the forecastle, and looking eagerly at the land
; no doubt,

as he said, very glad to be so near home. At half-past two the
captain called me, and going out, I found we were just coming in

at the north of the strait, between Java and Prince's Island. Mr.
K. and Mr. B. were out, and the ladies soon came also. The land
was about a mile and a quarter off, and we could snuff the fresh

breeze as it came off from the land, and hear the deep, constant,
steady, heavy swell and roar of the breakers, sounding like the
rushing of Niagara. The ladies declared that the scent of the
trees was like the smell of honeysuckles or clover. The cook was
up and got a cup of strong coffee for each of us, and all were in high
spirits. The captain said it was '• first-rate," not the coffee, but
our success. A ship that was a little ahead of us last night, was
fairly in the straits, while one that had been about two miles
astern at sunset, was now clear out of sight, and we were boasting
of having " run away from her :" but alas, w^hat a disappointment
did we meet ! Just as we came along by Java Head, which is

very high, the wind came out ahead, and we had to cross Prince's

Strait, nearly to Prince's Island, where we were almost becalmed.
Meanwhile the ship astern came rapidly up with a first-rate breeze,

came in close along the Java shore, and while we were tacking to

cross the strait again, (Prince's Strait is only about four miles wide,)

she passed us within half a mile, with a fair wind, and stood off

gallantly up the strait, while we, being under the high bluff of

Java Head, could do nothing. At six o'clock she was ten miles
ahead, while we were farther out to sea than we had been at three

o'clock. The wind was before and behind us, but we were almost
becalmed.

Meanwhile two ships appeared astern, evidently coming up
rapidly

; about half-past eight o'clock they showed their colors,

one English, the other Dutch ; both men-of-war. They were about
one fourth of a mile off, when sudden Iv falling under Java Head,
the wind failed them and their sails hung idly at the mast. We
had slowly drawn on, and coming opposite New Island, where the

land on Java is lower, a delightful breeze sprung up, and we walk.\l

away in fine style. They looked at us for awhile, and then catch-

ing the breeze, followed on astern. In the course of an hour the

English brig caught up and fairly beat us. However, she had
very large sails, much larger in proportion to her size than we. hut

she was a very rusty-looking thing, and as to lier men, they were
so dirty, our second mate said that if he were there he would jump
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overboard ! They certainly were not to be compared to our men
in point of neatness. The Dutchman sailed well, but could not

overtake us ; so up the straits we sailed in noble style for four

hours, sailing within two miles of the Java shore, and seeing the

high peaks of Prince's Island, Crockatoa, (which the sailors call

Cockatoo,) and Pulo Bessy. The peaks of Crockatoa and Bessy

are very high moimtains, burnt out volcanoes, cloud capt and

mignificent^ while far beyond in the same direction was the

high land of Rajat Bassa, on the island of Sumatra. On the

Java side were the Karang mountains, their tops covered all the

day with clouds. About one o'clock p. m. we came up opposite

Third point and found that the three ships, which had got the

stait of us, were quite becalmed, in the middle of the strait, while

we, in near the Java shore, were proceeding at a rapid rate.

At dinner time we were congratulating ourselves on having

beaten those who had that morning stolen such a march o;i

us, when all at once the sails hung idly at the mast. The
captain and mate jumped up and ran out, and soon came in,

looking rather blank, with the news that we too were becalmed.

There we lay for four hours, the sun beating down, therm. 89^

in the shade, and far over 100° in the sun, and not a breath

of air to speak of. Busied myself preparing my letters. A but-

terfly, a wasp, and a bee paid us a visit ; and I often looked

out to the high shores and receding vales of Java, which reminds
me strongly of my own native land, and the eastern shores of the
Hudson. AVhen I first saw land last night and thought ''the

heathen live there," my mind was filled with thoughts that made
me seek to be by myself, rather tiian with our lively and laughing
company.

Being quite becalmed off Third Point we were fain to wait till

the wind should rise again. There were three ships there before

us. The Dutchman soon joined company. A large ship soon
came up the straits afterwards, with sky-sails and studding-sails,

and made a brave show, but as soon as she came within the
charmed circle, her sails clung to the masts and she was still.

We could see her name, she stopped so near, tlie Oneida of
New Bedford —which was to leave New York the day after we
did, and we suppose left the same morning. We sailed from the
little bay inside of Sandy Hook. Another ship then appeared close
under Crockatoa Island. Two more soon came in sight, having
entered the straits by the main channel; and about four o'clock
tliree others hove in sight. So we made twelve ships, barks, and
brigs, all becalmed within ten miles of each other. It was a beau-
tiful sight. The En'rlish brig was so near that we could hear the
boatswain's whistle, the bells and the noise of the men at the ropes.
She was nearest Java shore, and we next. About half-past four
a light breeze sprung up ; she took it first and sailed off like a bird

;

we next, but it failed us in five minutes, and we came nearer than
before. Again it came

;
she was still nearest the shore, and got
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off first. We soon followed, and are now moving ofT five or six
miles an hour. The others gradually took the hreeze and followed
on as they could

;
but the brig and the Huntress are ahead. There

are nearly a dozen native prows in sight. The brig soon beo-an
to make signals to a large ship off on the other side of the strait:
" talked bunting," as they say. We, of course, could not under-
stand them.

Altogether it has been an exciting and interesting day. The
sight of inliabited land, and those inhabitants being heathen

; the
effort to enter the straits, and failure

;
the mortification of seeing

others pass us witli a fair breeze, while we, not half a mile off, were
becalmed

;
then the pleasure of catching up and passing again

;

the sight of so many ships, and of the native prows; the smell of
land ; the sight of noble mountains

; the preparing of letters for

home ; and the lifting up of the heart in gratitude to God, that
through so many dangers, and along so lengthened a course, he
has led us and fed us,—surely here will I raise an Ebenezer, for

hitherto the Lord hath helped me. And then to think, that iu

precisely one year from the day I was first licensed to preach the
gospel, I was permitted to see tlie land of nations sitting in dark-
ness, to some of whom at least I hope to preach the gospel ! Is it

not a day much to be remembered ! The host of tlie enemies are
numerous and powerful, but I may well use the words of King
Asa and say, " Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with
many or with them that have no power; help us, oh Lord our
God

;
for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this

multitude. Oh, Lord, thou art our God
;

let not man prevail

against thee."

But if the day had so many things to be remembered, the even-

ing was still more magnificent. About sunset, we w^ere about
two miles from shore, directly off from the Karang mountains.
We were gliding sw^iftly over the smooth waters

;
nme other ships

of different nations, English, American, and Dutch, were in sight

on the western side, and six of them in full view. On the other

side, a dozen Malay prows were hugging the shore. Some shoals

were to be passed over, which required close watching : dark and
thick clouds, many and large, were overhead, but most of them
tinged of the deepest orange and red by the sun's rays ; high

mountains, five or six in number, loomed up in various directions,

and above the higliest, Crockatoa, was the darkest mass of clouds;

but beyond all these was the evening star, " mildly beaming on

the forehead" of the calm blue sky, diversified and enriched as it

was with the glorious sunset tints. I looked and gazed with

almost speechless, certainly with an unutterable admiration : and
as the bright colors faded, the ardor of my thoughts subsided to a

quiet comparison of the varied scene before me, with what may
perhaps be the coiu'se of my future life. What is before, I knew
not ; but I thought that a swift, though perhaps a long voyage

over t!ie uncertain sea of life, was before me; that I should have
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fellow-laborers, perhaps of ditrerent nations, striving together to

benefit the poor heathen whose representatives we here saw on

the same sea with ourselves ; that secret dangers might be in my
way, which it would require prudence and care to avoid

;
that

many sorrows arc impending over me, but they shall be tinged

and beautified with the favor of God ;
and thus the

" Clouds I so much dread,

Are big with mercies, and shall break

In blessings on my head ;"

that difficulties are before me like mountains, and over the great-

est and the least of them, it may be, the most impenetrable dark-

ness now overhangs ; but that above them all, shines brightly the

star of hope ; and, having at last surmounted them all, the peace-

ful and glorious rest of heaven will open upon my delighted view.

However I may be mistaken in some of these anticipations, I trust

and pray that the last may prove true.

After dark my attention was called to the many fires kindled

along the coast, probably by the natives, catching fish. They
looked very cheerfully, after having been for so long without see-

ing any traces of human beings, except those in our own little

vessel.

Thursday morning. Up and out early. Towards nine, p. m.,

on Wednesday, were rather getting behind the other ships
; and

the wind being very light, and indeed a calm, most of the night,

we made very little progress ; by daylight, however, we were
ahead of almost all the other ships. Their number had now in-

creased to seventeen, fourteen of which were in full view from
ours, at one time, on one side. The wind being light and con-

trary, we were obliged to tack frequently, and thus often passed

near them. About eight o'clock, a. m., the Oneida passed near
us

;
her captain told us he had sailed January 26th. This made

us start ; caught up with us. who had a week's advantage of them !

We did not like the Huntress near so well for that.

About half-past eleven in the morning, we anchored, nearly a
mile above Angier. We had almost been run into by the Eng-
lish brig, which had from the first behaved in a very rude and un-
gentlemanly manner, and now tried very hard to go ahead of us,

when there was no necessity for her doing so, as the course she
was taking would have led her some distance under our stern. I

fully expected she would come against us, and our captain called

his men to haul down the spanker, lest her flying jib-boom should
get entangled in it. However, she fell astern, greatly to the rage
of her commander, who came to the bow of the brig, and in a voice
indicative of extreme anger, read our captain a lecture on seaman-
ship and politeno.'^s, saying: "It was your duty to have done so
and so. If we had both been merchantmen; but, sir, this is a
mrtii-nf-jDor.''^ Captain Lovett answered with great moderation

;

though I could almost have wished that he had " answered the
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fool according to his folly." We could not have gone under his

stern without squaring our yards, and he, if he had held on his

course, would not have coine within three ships' lengths of us. In

his eagerness to get ahead of us, he came so "near the wind," as

to be almost " taken aback."

By the time we anchored, there were half a dozen Malay boats

around us, bringing vegetables, fruit, shells, birds, monkeys, squir-

rels, mats, (fee, to sell or barter. They could commonly speak only

a few words of English, and talked partly by signs. Some had

nothing but a strip of cloth around the loins ; others had calico

trowsers ; some had round jackets, &c. The darkness of their

skins, however, prevented their being so naked from appearing as

disagreeable as I had expected. One old man came aboard with

a boat well filled with pumpkins, yams, &c., and, coming up the

side, he asked, " Where be this ship from ?" " America." " From

'Meriky ! and what you captain's name?" •' Lovett." " Oh ! Cap-

tain Lovett ; I am glad of that, where is he ?" He ran up to him

and held out his hand. " Why, Pond-jein, is that you ? You are

just the man I wanted," said the captain. It was the old Malay

from whom he usually obtained his provisions. He soon gave him

an order for a number of articles, for the names and prices of which

see below.

In the afternoon, we all (passengers) went ashore. Went first

to the governor's house, which is a fine large building, very open

and airy, and in full sight of the straits. The governor was ab-

sent, but had a young Frenchman there as clerk. Here was a fix;

Captain L. could not speak French, and the clerk could not speak

English. I could make him understand me, but having almost

forgotten the sound of French, and never having heard it spoken,

I could hardly make out what he said. Howevei", we managed

to get our business accomplished. He was very polite, had tea for

the ladies, and seemed desirous of accommodating us. Handed us

into the sitting-room, which was open, cool and pleasant. As we

were going in we met the captain of an English ship just from

China, who had just anchored, and who gave us a good deal of

information respecting China, Hong Kong, &c., and, greatly to

Mrs. G.'s delight, gave her some information about her husband,

whom he knew by sight, though not acquainted with him.

Walked out with my umbrella ; saw some men catching fish

with a long net, but they caught only about two gallons full of them,

and all veiy small, none, I suppose, more than an inch and a half

long, shaped mostly hke sun fish, and colored like silver lish
;

I

should suppose that they are very delicate eating. There were a

large number of children playing on the beach, either entnely or

nearly naked, and all bareheaded and barefooted ;
then- greatest

amusement seemed to consist in pursuing and catchmg a small

crab, that ran with exceeding swiftness and burrowed in holes m
the sand. I was surprised to see how very quick it could run-

much faster than they could. When they had chased one to Us
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hole, they would sit down and try to diir it out, if the hole was not

too deep. I he^ran to pick up some small shells on the beach, and

amoDir the stones at the water's edge, and half a dozen of them
irathered round me, and beij^an talkinir, and askinj^ me questions.

iSome of thtMu were (juite t^ood looking, and had very beautiful

teelh ; Init they will soon spoil them by chewing betel nut, as all

the grown-up people, men and women, do here, at least among
the Malays ; I did not observe whether the Chinese use it or not.

I did not understand a word they said; but they were evidently

in great spirits, and very good natured; so I talked away to them,

asking questions, and making remarks, and laughing and talking

with as great glee as any of them. They helped me to pick shells,

crying out "Gubboosh!'' "Yes!" " Karang !" (fee. I felt almost

sorry to part with them, and having nothing else to give them as

a reward for their services, I took out my pin-cushion, and gave
them a pin a piece. They were quite eager to get them, and
stood round me in a half-circle, holding up their little hands and
chattering away. They waited very patiently, each till his own
turn came, and followed me some little distance afterwards, till I

turned and waved my hand—and then off they went.

I then rejoined our coiupany and we took a long walk, through
a large grove of cocoa-nut trees, then to Pond-jein's house. It

is one story high, of bamboo, and has a good many apart-

ments. He showed us his bed-room, where there was a bed wide
enough for the whole faiuily, neatly ornamented with tinsel, &c.

;

gave us refreshments of tolerably good Java coffee, with sugar,

but no milk, fresh cocoa-nut milk, plantains, guavas, sw^eetmeats,

(fee. Thence we went to the reservoir from which water is ob-

tained for the ships, and just back of which is a monument to

Lord Cathcart, who died here in 1787. Everything was novel

—

trees, flowers, people, and all.

The place has a good many inhabitants, but I had no means
of learning how many. Pond-jein said, in answer to my in-

quiries, '• Oh, plenty people here." Saw a woman weaving, and
quite a crowd of children followed us as we went around.
We met a poor leprous girl, as we went along

;
the palm of

her hand was quite white, her feet were wrapped up in cloths,

and she seemed to walk with difficulty. Her body was much
wasted away, and her face expressed a good deal of pain.
Coming back to the village, a Chinese came out of a house and
spoke to Mr. K. by name. He had known him in Canton ; and
having by some means incurred the displeasure of the higher
powers there, he had fl(Ml here for safety. Going on further, we
came to a China-man's shop, and looking in, the first thing I saw was
a wooden clock, and the portrait of Martin Van Buren on its face !

Attracted by such an unexpected sight, in these ends of the world,
we went in. The China-man was very polite. Eager to sell,

very complaisant, in fact, a con.plete man of the world, smooth
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and oily-tongued. He had a very miscellaneous collection, though
not lai<j^e, and asked us what we would have; said he had some
very line Holland ^'in, and seemed surprised that we did not fancy

it. He had Jews' harps, lead pencils, jack-knives, brass tacks,

cahcoes, shoes from Lowell, several wooden clocks, got them from
awhaler, and sold them for ten dollars a-piece, which I think was
quite reasonable—if they \vere worth anything at all.

Going out of his shop, I saw a red piece of paper with Chinese
characters, pasted against one of the posts, and a little piece of

bamboo underneath, with several half burnt Josh-sticks in it. I

asked him what that was ? "Oh, that is the great Josh; we
burn tiiem twice a month, all the same as they do in America."

1 told him we did not do so in America, at wliicli he was greatly

surprised.

Then we came back to the ship about seven p. m., and in the

evening talked over all w^e had seen, and sat up to finish our let-

ters for home.
Friday morning. The captain said he would go ashore for the

last time, and be olT as soon as possible; so we gentlemen got

ready and went ashore, but it was very warm, and I did not care

about walking much. Our party went to visit the fort. I took

a short stroll on the beach, but soon came back and sat down at

the landing place, under the shade of a noble banian tree, where
there was a delightful breeze from the water. There was a lad-

der reaching up nearly to the top of the tree, which I climbed,

and found a little hut away up in the heart of the tree, and a
Malay stationed there to make signals for ships in the straits.

Quite a crowd of Malays were standing and sitting round the

tree, chewing betel, and chattering away, but doing nothing in

the world. They seem like a very do-nothing sort of a people
;

are not nearly so thrifty nor neat in their persons, dress, houses,

ifec, as the Chinese who live among them. We saw^ a number
of Chinese houses in the place, though I could not say what pro-

portion.

On the whole tlie romance of yesterday's visit wore off very

much to-day, and I was quite glad to leave them, and depart. The
place is said to be unhealthy, from the marshes just back of the

village. The Malays are Mohammedans. I observed that those

who came on board would not eat meat, for fear it should be pork,

though they were very glad to get ship's bread. They appear

principally to live on fowls and vegetables. I saw a few bulfaloes,

which seemed very fond of being in the water, and also some
dogs that looked a little like small greyhounds, some goats, and
a few rather long narrow-eared sheep, which had thrown olf their

w^oollen coats and wore hair, the climate being too warm for

woollen stud's.

We had the anchor up about two o'clock, and drifted on our

course with the tide
;
but the wind being light, made slow progress.
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Here is Pond-jein's bill, which may not be uninteresting to you,

both for the articles and the groceries

:

15 piculs* ofyamsat $1.25 . . . $18.75

1 picul of swept potatoes at. $1 . . • 1-00

12 biuicliesf plantains .... 3.00

100 cocoa-nuts green, 25 do. hard . . . 2.00

200 bundles paddy, (rice in the hull) . . 15.00

200 " grassj .... 8.00

200 eggs ...... 2.00

8 dozen chickens ..... 8.00

4 " ducks 8.00

1 « capons ..... 3.00

100 pnmpkinsj ..... 4.00

10 turtles ..... 6.50

4 bundles onions ..... 1.00

880.25

The turtles would bring ten times that price in New York.
Sabbath morning, May 1st. When I went out before breakfast,

we were awa}^ out in the Java Sea, and the only land in sight was
the high peaks of Rajah Bassa, which must tmve been seventy

miles off. During the day, saw a ship to the eastward that looked
very much like the Oneida. A pleasant breeze all day, and toler-

ably good progress
;
out of sight of land all day. Sea about thir-

teen fathoms deep; it varies from eight to thirty fathoms, all the

way from Java to the island of Banou ; is generally about eleven
to fifteen fathoms.

Preached on Luke xxiii. 33 ;
" There they crucified him."

On the death of Jesus Christ. Was favored with great fluency
and good attention. In the afternoon, one of the men crane and
asked me to lend him a Greek Testament. He said he could read
it. I was just preparing for my Bible class, and could n.t talk with
him about it then. I got it for him, and he took it off to the fore-

castle, and seemed to be reading it very busily for some time. In
a day or two afterwards, he came back with a translation he had
made from the Greek to Latin, of Matt. ii. 1-12, which was very
\yell done. He had been at some German schools and universi-
ties, and understands more languages than any one on board

;

Greek, Latin, English, French, "Danish, German
;
yet he is not

more than twenty-two years old.

We had (juite a squall during the night; thunder and lightning,
and a strong breeze. Lightning is seen off the coast of Sumatra
very frequently.

Monday, May 2d. Land in sight about seven, a. m., a peak in
the isle of Banoa. During the day we drew up to, and about
noon or a little after entered, the Macclesfield passage of Gaspar

A Picul is 13.3^ pounds.

t About 100 plantains in each bunch, which would sell for one or two shiUings a
piece at Xew York.

I The bundles of hay weighed perhaps three pounds each.
^ The jiumpkins are smoll, but very good and sweet.
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Straits, which lead from the Java to the Cliiaese sea. There are

a great many slioals and rocks in these straits, and we found it

necessary to watcli very closely in passing them. However, we
had a fair, though liglit wind, sinooth sea, and clear weatlier ; and
about four, p. m., were oif the northern part of Pulo Leat, and not

more than two miles from it, so that we could distinctly see the

shore, rocks and trees. About six, p. m., a pleasant little breeze

blew us a most pleasant scent, from Pulo Lepa, and Pulo Leat.

The shores, however, of these islands, could not be compared with

the scenery of Java in the Straits of Sunda.
Tuesday, May 3d. When I went out this morning, Gaspar

Island was away astern of us ; it was the only land in sight. We
soon lost sight of that, and were out in the open China Sea.

Friday, May 6th. Wednesday w^as a hot day. Tliermometer,
89^ in the shade in the upper cabin, and about 87° in the lower.

How the cook stands his occupation, I cannot conceive. The ther-

mometer rose to 135°, in lifieen minutes after I put it in the gal-

ley ! Thursday it was raining nearly all day, much to the embar-

rassment of the olTicers ; for by calculation we crossed the equator

about noon, and there were several islands and shoals near our

course ; but the weather was so thick, that scarcely anything
could be seen more than a mile or two off.

Saturday, May 7th. Fair weather when I went out this morn-
ing. West Island bore east of us about ten miles oif. wdiile away
ahead, one or two of the higher peaks of the Great Natuna Group
were just visible, though they must have been more than seventy

miles olf. We are nov/ (live, p. m.,) just abreast of the most

southern of them, and shall probably pass them all durhig the

night. They are quite mountamous, though we are passing at

such a distance as to be able to see but little. The Oneida beats

us in light winds, but loses when we have anything of a breeze.

You would be greatly amused to hear the officers and passengers

talking about her. We have seen her now every day for a week,

sometimes astern, sometimes ahead, sometimes abeam, or along-

side, some distance off. She makes more efforts to get on than

we ; can spread one or two more sails, and has been seen several

times whetting her sails.

Monday, May 9th. Preached on John xvi. 7, to an attentive

audience, though they were not so much interested, apparently,

as they were for two or three late days. It is hard at times to

repress unbelieving fears, or to avoid giving w^ay to the suggestions

of the enemy, that "it is of no use to preach to such people."

Truly, it is like casting bread upon the waters. How many diffi-

culties of the same kind must I experience in China ! My heart

sinks within me at times, and tlien again I am encouraged. Hut,

so far, I have had no desire to go back, but constantly a v.illing-

ness to go forward and see what God would have me to do. Look-

ing over the account of Dr. Morrison, in the Chronicle, I could

hardly tell what to think. I cannot plod away as he did at a
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language. How often do I think " it was a mistake to send me
here : they ought to have let me go to Africa '/' Yet when I think

how reniaikabiy Providence ordered my course in this matter, I

am constrained to lay my hand on my mouth, and wait to see

what God is doiuir. One thing often occurs to me : I thought I

was pecuharly (juahfied to be a missionary to Africa
;

I do not

think I am for Ciiina. If I had gone to Africa, I should have de-

pended on my quahlications too much, and not on God :—going to

China, I have no resources, and He blesses those who feel their

need of His assistance. " My grace is sufficient for thee
;

for my
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly, therefore, will

I rather glory in mine infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me." Amen.

Just before retiring last night (about ten, p. m.,) I was walking
on deck. Tliere was no moon, but some stars were shining

brightlv among tlie scattered clouds. All at once alight as of the

moon emerging from clouds, when she is half full, lightened up
the ship. I started, and, looking out to the west, saw a very large

and splendid meteor, of a pale bluish color, shooting down from
the Sickle in Leo-Major. I could hardly see its shape, as it im-
mediately disappeared. Three others, thouo^h very small, soon
followed in the same place. Large meteors are often seen in this

sea, but they appear commonly about midnight.

Wednesday. May 11th. From twelve o'clock Monday to twelve
o'clock to-day, we have made fourteen miles in latitude, and none
in longitude ! It has been a dead calm two-thirds of the time,

and, with the exception of two short squalls, very light winds all

the rest, and in addition, a strong current against us. Rather
slow going. Yesterday the ship would not steer, there being no
wind, but turned round, head to the south, and she could not be
got round again. However, we are doing rather better to-day

;

in fact, yesterday we lost a mile on the whole, so that to-day we
have made it fifteen.

An iunnense number of small round animals were seen floating

and swimming on and near the surface of the water in the after-

noon. There must have been millions of them. We caught half
a dozen of them, and found them to be of a jelly-like substance,
in the shape of a bucket, or short thimble. They were of a brown
color, and had in the centre of the cavity an organization very
much like the stamens and pistils of flowers. They looked very
much like the central part of the passion-flower; smelt hke oys-
ters, and moved by alternately contracting and enlarging the
upper rim of their bodies

; out of the water they appeared like a
mere hmi]) of jelly. I'll try to preserve one or two of them for

you, but fear I cannot do it. They are evidently alive, and some
of them are quite lively.

We hope to be at the end of our voyage in two weeks, and you
will perhaps think I nuist be very glad of it. I can hardly say,
however, that I am. For a few days after leaving Angier I did
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wish pretty heartily that we were safely moored
; but now I feel

almost sorry to think of tending- the voyage so soon. Having been
now nearly four months at sea, I feel quite at home ; and I know,
on arriving in China, I shall then again be a stranger, with re-

sponsible duties to perform, and no fellow-laborer to counsel with
in regard to them. My faith and hopes fluctuate considerably in

regard to the future. When 1 cast my cares upon the Lord, I can
wait with calmness and peace, knowing that he will bring it to

pass ; but too often I suder my mind to dwell upon the future,

without reflecting that my strength is all from on high, and the

consequence almost invariably is, that I am disheartened by the

prospect. When shall I learn to live by faith, and not by sight?

1 am sad, and almost sick at heart, to-night, for I have been think-

ing of dilhculties, and of myself. But that it would be wrong, I

could wish, " Oh, that I had wings like a dove, for then would I

fly awa}^, and be at rest."

Monday, May 16th. Preached yesterday on Luke xviii. 19, to a
very attentive audience. I have rarely seen in America a more
attentive and well-behaved congregation, than our sailors here.

Yet the truths they hear from me are as plain and evangelical,

and as much calculated to bring down one's high thoughts of

himself, as I know how to make them. I believe they sometimes
think I preacli hard doctrines, yet they are very respectful. Yes-
terday there was hardly an eye turned from me for the whole
time, though I was not conscious of being more than usually in-

teresting or fervent. But, alas !
" who hath believed our report,

and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed 7" "They came
before me as the Lord's people come ; they hearkened to my
words, but their heart goeth after idols." How can any one think
that almighty power is not necessary to change the hearts of men?
How can any one take credit to himself, if success attend his ef-

forts? I lent my "Holy War" to the sailmaker the other day.

He was greatly pleased with it, and was telling me last night how
much he liked it. I asked him if he understood it all. "Oh, yes
sir ! it's very plain

; and if it were not, I could understand it, by
overhauling my Bible a little." He seems to be a good man, and
I am always sure of having at least one attentive hearer on the

Sabbath. I believe he never takes his eyes ofT me while I am
preaching.

Friday, May 20th. A fine breeze for two days past has carried

us on finely, and if it holds out, we shall probably be at our "de-

shed haven" in a week. Consequently, all are in fine spirits, and
it is quite amusing to see how eager every one is to hear the lati-

tude. For my own part, I cannot say I am anxious either way.
The responsibility of my station, and of the steps I may take at

Macao, sometimes weighs me down a good deal ; and, like Jere-

miah, I say, " Ah, Lord God ! I cannot speak ; for I am a child."

With a very slight change, I find Solomon's prayer very appropri-

ate for mvself. " Oh Lord God ! thou hast made me a messenger
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to a people like (he dust of tlie earth for multitude
;
give me now

wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this

people: for wlio can instruct this })eople that is so great?" But
the promises to Moses, and Joshua, and Jeremiah, and Paul, have
sustained me, and the recollection of the providence of God in times

past, cheers me, and I am going forward. A great work is before

me, and its greatness appals me at times
;
but the reflection of the

pendulum, "I have to tick so many thousand times, that I cannot
count them all, but then I have a moment for every tick," encour-

ages me again.

I have been reading over my instructions, and I candidly con-

fess I would rather take the responsibility of selecting a mission

station in the first instance, than perform the part now assigned

to me. The facts w4iich I learned from the captain of the Bombay
Castle, make it very probable that we ought to have a station at

Hong Kong. If the question were simply the selection of a sta-

tion, that would not be so difficult; but the question is, '• Shall we
give up, or keep one station already occupied, and select another?"
and that is not so easy. But, " He giveth wisdom."
Monday, May 23d. Preached yesterday what I suppose is my

last sermon on ship-board, from 1 Cor. i. 23, 24, with as much
fluency and feeling, and as good attention as at any time yet.

The seed is sown : hov/ or when it shall spring up, or what shall

be the final results, I know not. Sometimes I hope it may spring

up and produce much fruit; but I never think so, when I recollect

the unworthiness of the dnstrument by whom it was dispensed.

On Saturday evening, the sailmaker brought my " Holy War."
^•That's a very good book, Mr. Lowrie ; have you got any more
like it?" So I took out " PoUok's Tales of the Covenanters,"
and lent it to him. In twenty-four hours he had read all three of
the tales, and brought it back to me. " Oh, Mr. Lowrie, what a
good book this is! That last story (Ralph Gemmel) makes the
tears come into a fellow's eyes." I had a good deal of talk with
him afterwards, and think that he gives good evidence of piety.

He began to be serious on the last voyage, but says he thinks a
great deal more about religion now than he ever did before. " Oh
how much |)leasure 1 sometimes find now in prayer !" He talked
a great deal about Bunyan's Holy War, which he evidently un-
derstood very well. "That Diabolus was a notorious villain.

But wasn't it sweet when Immanucl caught him and bound him,
and then tuined him olf?"

We shall most probably go into China the day after to-morrow.
Our passengers (Mr. K. excepted, who is an old hand at it) have
been quite anxious to get to China, and longing for sometime past
to get there; but I believe they hardly know now whether they
want to get there or not. It seems like going aw^ay from home,
to leave tlie little narrow space where, for one-third of a year, we
have spent our time. It is going away from familiar faces and
employments, to a land of strangers and of unknown duties.
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Tuesday, May 24t!i. Had our last Bible rlas-^, probably, this

moininj^. I have been \vritin<i^ up various thiuc^s
;
among others,

a preface to my journal.

Tiiursday. May 26th. Yesterday was a pretty gloomy day.

We had gone on so finely during the night, that we expected to

have beoii at M:ioao by noon. About six o'clock, however, a. m.,

the wind increased to a gale ; had to double-reef the topsails.

There was a heavy sea, and the ship groaned, and rolled, and
pitched after the fashion of tiie Cape of Good Hope. Web ul had
so much fine weather, and so smooth a sea for six weeks before,

that the change took us all aback, and all the passengers were
quite sea-sick. About eight o'clock, a. m., yesterda3^ we saw land

ahead, proba])ly the great Ladrone Island, a few miles south of

Macao; but just then the gale came out dead ahead, and we
had to put back to sea. Two or three other ships, thatwxre nearer

in than we, had to do tlie same. Wore ship, and stood in for land

again at nooPi ; saw it very distinctly about four, p. m.; but the

wind being still ahead, had to put oflf to sea again, and soon lost

sight of it. We are now trying again to go in, but the wind is

unfavorable. It may be several days yet before we can get in,

though we are not probably six hours' fair sailing from Macao.
" The worst coast," says the captain, " in the world

;
nobody

knows when we will get in, and yet, I dare say, the gale does not

extend fifty miles." 1 could not help thinking how often we see

such things in common life. Just as we are on the point of ac-

quiring vv'liat we long labor and hope for, Vv'e are disappointed, and
again made to urge on our rough and stormy course. What a

blessed place heaven will be, where '•'there is no more sea f no
more storms ; no more wearisome calms ; no treacherous shoals;

no disappointments. It is the haven of eternal rest, and doubly
sweet, because entered " through much tribulation."

China Sea, May 26th, 1842.

My Dear Motpier—
So here it is, the long promised, and I flatter myself, the long

expected journal. Before you decide that it is too long, just ima-
gine yourself in my situation, with a charge to tell you all I do,

and see and hear, seeing and hearing a great many things new
and strange, or amusing; and having hardly any connection with
home, or home folks, except this journal. As long as I was wri-

ting it, I seemed to be holding intercourse with you ;
sometimes

sitting down for a long chat, sometimes running in to tell you a
little story, sometimes pointing out a splendid scene on the sky,

sometiiues giving you a picture of social life on shipboard.—was it

any wonder that my pi'u sometimes loved to linger on the paper,

when it thus brought up before me so many tender, and so many
pleasant associations? and when it caused me to think theoftener
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of one—yes, of many whom, thout::h I love, I dare not expect to

see any more on earth ?

If you tind it hadly written in some places, you must consider,

that it was sometimes so damp, that my paper seemed to be almost

wet ; and especially the ship often rolled so prodigiously, that in

my efforts to maintain my own position, I had enough to do with-

out minding whether I wrote backhand or slopehand, or wdiether

the strokes went perpendicularly or horizontally. I think, if you
had seen me sometimes, laying my writing desk in my berth,

l)racing my foot against the sides of my room, and holding on

with one hand to the berth board, while I wrote with the other,

and after all getting knocked, now against the berth, and now
against the partition of my room, you w^ould think I did pretty

well. This is no fanciful description, for such things happened to

me again and again, when off the Cape of Good Hope.

As to publication of extracts? No. I set my foot down there.

Keep it out of the way of that little omnivorous monster that

they keep in the Mission House—[the Missionary Chronicle.]

There is not a line of it that was written for publication, and very

few lines in it that I think fit for publication. They are mere un-

studied and unlabored accounts of what happened to myself, in a
voyage that contained few or no striking incidents. 1 have not

that squeamishness about the publication of letters and journals

that some missionaries have; but still I would rather not appear
in print for several years yet. The less I am known for a while
—at least until it is known whether I am likely to be of any use
in this part of the world—the better. If I should prove a worth-
less vessel, a useless laborer, there w ill be fewer disappointed in

me. I know^ that some would laus^h at nie for feehng such an
anticipation, but with me it is no laughing matter. My coming
to this part of the world is but an exj)eriment. If it succeeds,
there will be time enough to become as prominent as is needful;
if it does not, it wull be better by far, both for myself and the
Chiu-ch, that as little be said about it, and as few expectations dis-

appointed as possible.

What more shall I say? I might fill page after page with ex-
pressions of attachment and affection. I might say how^ often I

thiidv of yon all, and recall to mind the many, many proofs of
love, and tokens of kindly feehngs, I have received from you. I

may say how nuich I w^ould delight to hear from you, and about
all that concerns you, especially those things that relate to the
spiritual welfare of each and every one of the family, and of other
dear friends. But why should I? You already know^ all this
nearly, if not quite as well, as I could tell you. When you think
of me, or speak of me, do not think or speak of me as if you
thought I were unhappy, or repented of the course I have taken.
1 may be sick. I may be in outward distress, I iTiay be, I often am
disjected and despondent, but I never yet have regretted that I aiu
away from home, and never yet felt* the wish, (however much I
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should like to see you all,) to leave the path I am now treading,

and tani my back upon the heathen. What may be my feelings

hereafter, I dare not presume to say. I may be " troubled on

every side;" '-perplexed," oftentimes; "persecuted," it may be;

" cast down," even. But I trust not to be " distressed," not to be

"forsaken," 'and far from being "destroyed;" to come ofT at last

conqueror, and more than conqueror, through him that hath loved

me. With such a confidence, and with the hope of being sustained

by many influences from the land of my birth, more precious than

gold and silver, I may well rejoice
;
yea, I do rejoice.

Most affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

i



CHAPTER IV.

1842.

LANDING IN CHINA—VOYAGE IN THE SEA QUEEN—SHIPWRECK IN THE HARMONY

—RETURN TO MACAO.

At tlie period included in this chapter, hostilities existed between

Great Britain and China, and the result of the contest, or even its

duration, could not be known. On reaching China, the new mis-

sionary was instructed to inquire particularly, in view of the state

of things then existing, into the practicability of establishing a

station at Hong Kong, or any point on the coast further north.

Having obtained this information, and joined his colleagues at

Singapore, they were authorized to decide the question of remov-

ing from Singapore, and concentrating the whole missionary force

in China. On landing, he found that the Rev. T. L. McBryde had

been at Macao for some months, having left Singapore in hopes

that a sea voyage would recruit his health.

Having made himself acquainted with the existing state of

things in China, Mr. Lowrie left Macao on the 18th of June ; and
after four months of unavailing efforts to reach Singapore, he re-

turned to Hong Kong on the 18th of October. The account of

these distressing voyages, and his perilous shipwreck, is fully given

in the following letters and journals. It is matter of regret that

one-half of his journal in the Sea Q^ueen was some years ago
destroyed by fire, when the house of one of his relatives was
burned down. The loss cannot be supplied, as no copy of this

impressive journal was taken.

During the time of these disastrous voyages, the providence of

God had made the question plain, on which the missionaries were
seeking for light. The war between Great Britaui and China had
been terminated by a treaty of peace, with which the contending
parties appeared to be satisfied, and by which five cities on the

coast were opened to the commerce and enterprise of Western
nations, as well as to the labor of the Christian missionary. The
time had now fully come when the labors of the church of God, in
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behalf of China, needed no longer to be carried on at a distant

outport.

Macao, May 28th, 1842.
My Dear Mother— >*

We anchored yesterday at four p. m. in Macao roads. Here I

found Mr. and Mrs. McBryde, vvlio had reached China several

months ago, having taken the voyage from Singapore on account
of his health. I was greatly delighted to find liim here, and was
much relieved by having liis counsel and assistance in deciding

the various questions before us. I was most cordially received by
the different missionaries here, and found a temporary home with
the Rev. Mr. Bridgeman. At a late hour I got to bed, under mus-
quito curtains, but could not sleep for a long time. It was so

strange to be lying in a large or wide bed, to be in a large room,
to feel that I was on heathen ground. I greatly missed tlie ship's

bells, which strike every half-hour on board. The noise of the

gongs, and drums, and rattles, and other strange sounds in the

town, and the many, many thoughts of hundreds of things, past,

present, and to come, that crowded rapidly through my mind,
kept me long awake. It is Saturday night again ;—I am a stran-

ger in the eartli, but Ebenezer—Emmanuel.
Hong KoHor, June 7th, 1842. I stayed in Macao from Friday

evening till Wednesday morning, and saw a good deal of the

place. The population is about 3.5,000, principally Chinese, with
perhaps 5000 of Portuguese descent. The streets are narrow and
crooked; very few are more than ten feet wide, and some not

more than six. They are commonly full of persons passing along,

hucksters and pedlers, with their wares and cries of various kinds.

I saw a poor girl, who had lost both her feet by the leprosy, and
was moving about on her hands and knees. Very few women
are seen in the streets, except that in the mornings and evenings

a number of w^ell-dressed Portuguese women, with a serwint be-

hind, holding a large umbrella over them, go out to walk. The
ladies, and a good many of the foreign male residenrs, commoidy
pay their visits in sedan chairs, borne by two Chinese. I used to

pity some of tlie bearers as they went panting along under the

weight of some fat fellow. These bearers commonly go in a little

short trot, though it is very seldom that you see a Chinaman run.

The houses of the foreigners are commonly large and roomy ; the

servants live in the basement, and the owners in the upper floor.

Few or none of thorn are more than one story high. Most of them
have one or more punkahs. I went out one mor«iiag to bathe, in

the place where Mr. Stanton was ca|)tured, and in the way passed

throuo^h a large Chinese burying ground. Mo.-t of the graves

were very carelessly attended to. A great many of them had

pieces of Ciiinese paper at the head. It is but a short time since

the Chinese had their ceremony of worshipping the graves of their
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ancestors. It is their custom then, to put such apiece of paper on
the graves, to serve as uioney for their departed ancestors in the

other world. I also visited the Protestant hurying- ground, where
Dr. Morrison and his first wife are laid. It is a small, and rather

a pretty j)lace, now nearly full. I suppose, however, it will not be

much used hereafter, as probably most of the Protestant foreigners

will remove to Hong Kong.
There is a little cliapel owned by the British in Macao, where

one of the missionaries usually preaches every Sabbath, using the

forms of the Episcopal church. Mr. Boone preached on the Sab-

bath, on -'Train up a child," 6cc.—He had first baptized the

dau"-ht(M- of Mr. Swords, an American Episcopal merchant there.

This, I believe, was the first public baptism ever performed by an
American in Macao. The Missionaries usually have their chil-

dren baptized privately. There were two punkahs in the church,

so that, though the day was warm, we were quite comfortable.

There were probably forty persons present. The Chinese, how-
ever, have no Sabbath, and were going about vending their wares,

and uttering their cries, as usual. As for the Rouian Catholics

here, their Sabbath is over after mass, w4iich is performed early in

the morning. In the evening I preached to an audience of some
twenty or thirty, at Mr. Brown's house,—on Psalm cxix. 19. As
Mr. McBryde was to leave Macao for Amoy on Wednesday, June
1st, together with Mr. Boone and Dr. Cumming, we had a mis-

sionary meeting at Mr. Brown's on Tuesday night. The vessel

in which they were to go to Amoy, was lying at Hong Kong, and
I accompanied them to this place.

Having a head wind the Avhole time, we had to beat all the
way, and were twenty-nine hours coming forty-five miles, the dis-

tance from Macao to Ilong Kong. I suppose in our beating about,

we went at least a hundred and fifty miles. The crew were a
jolly set, and very kind, but we could hold almost no intercourse
with them, as they were of the province of Canton, and Mr.
Boone spoke only Hokien. There was not much to interest one
on the route. Our course lay among a multitude of islands at
the mouth of the Canton river. These are high, rocky and bare

;

scarcely any trees or bushes ; and the little grass there is being
very nmch withered. We saw a few fishing boats, and one or
two small villages. Occasionally a little fisherman's hut was
seen perched among the rocks. At night I spread one of my
Angier-mats on the; floor and laid my cloak over it and slept there.

I pitied the rest of our passengers a good deal. Mr. B. and Mr.
McB. were neither of them well; their wives were even more
weakly, and in addition were sea-sick; their children were un-
easy and fretful, and two ayahs or female servants, whom they
had engaged to go with them to Amoy, were so sea-sick they
could not hold up their heads. There they were, among tables
and boxes, and chairs, and plates, with scarcely room to stir, sick,

going to a strange country and far away from the comforts of
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home and friends. 1 assure you I bcj^au to think more seriously

than before of the personal trials and discomforts of missionary-

life. Yet there was not a murnuu- uttered, nor as far as 1 could
see, an emotion of impatience or regret felt. We arrived at

Hong Kong harbor about three p. m., on Thursday.
After souje searching we found their ship and put our voyagers

on board, with their baggage. She is but a small vessel, with but
poor acconunodations in respect to room. I went asliore and was
most kindly welcomed and entertained by Mr. G -, where I

have been staying since my arrival. On Saturday morning I

tried to go up one of the hills back of Mr. G 's house—

I

assure you it was up hill work, and I had hard tugging to get

myself up. It was so steep, I concluded to go no further, and sat

down to rest on a rock before descending. My toil in ascending
the hill, naturally reminded me of the circumstances of the mis-

sion, which we were endeavoring to estal)lish here, and of the

work that is yet before us. The difficulties are great—high as

the mountains, and apparently as hard to be removed as the

granite upon them; and after all, wliat is it to the eye of Juan
but a barren prospect, like the bare side of the hill I had been
climbing? And yet, as I ascended 1 had seen little plants and
flowers, and insects, and shells, and recognized in all of them
traces of the presence and power of God ; and as I looked around
I saw that some Chinese women had ascended the hills to gather
firewood to sustain their earthly lives, and that civilized men
were toiling at great expense to found a city here, where appa-
rently, there was so little prospect of one being founded. If they

spare no expense for a mere earthly object, why should Christians

spare their money or labor in endeavoring here to build the temple
of the Lord? There are great difficulties in the way, but when I

looked round, and saw these vast hills piled up on all sides, and
covered over with the immense blocks of granite as if in sport,

just as a child heaps up little sand hills in its play, and disposes

its pebbles and its shells on their sides and their tops, I could

not but exclaim, the God who formed these hills, and placed these

rocks upon them, is all-powerful ; and though they seem im-

movably fixed, yet even men, by slow and patient labor, may take

them away ;
and he himself, by means that he can well employ,

can remove them at once. The difficulties of our mission, God
could remove at once ; but if he chooses to employ us in this work,

the prol)ability is, that for the present we shall proceed by slow,

and perhaps for a time, almost imperceptible steps. Bui. the work
shall be done, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The
granite rocks around were a little sanctuary for me, and I did

not regret iny toil in climbing up the hill.

The Sal)bath-day to me was a very pleasant day, thoujjfh I saw
many things to pain me. I could not but feel that I was in a

worse than a heathen country. It is a heathen land under the

control of Christians, where the heathen are allowed, and even
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required by the Christians, to work for them on the Sabbath-day.

How can the missionaries urge on the natives to keep holy the

Sabbath-day, when the merchants and the Government send them

to count money, store away floods, open roads, hew granite, and

build houses, on that day ? And when the Roman CathoHc

priests, who are now exerting the greatest influence on the natives

of any of the foreigners, consider that the Sabbath is over as soon

a^iass is said / The merchants go to their counting-rooms as

usual, and the Sabbath is emphadcally the day for visiting.

—

" Woe is me, that I dwell in Mesech, and sojourn in the tents of

Kedar !" My heart is sick at the sight of the wickedness around.

O Lord, show thyself. I felt almost afraid to establish a mission

here, for how can a city prosper whose foundations are laid in the

desecration of the Sabbath-day. " Sin is a reproach to any peo-

ple," and how nuich more to England and America !

In the evening I preached in a little mat-house to a company
of some fifteen or twenty persons, mostly pious soldiers, on Luke
xi. 3L Mr. Shuck has had a service among them for some time

past. Mr. Morrison was there. The attention was very good
indeed.

Wednesday, June 8th. I am beginning to wish to be at my
regular missionary employments, but the prospect at present is

rather poor ; several months' voyaging and exploring, and then

two or three years' studying of the Mandarin dialect, and then as

many more at one of the local dialects,—what shall happen before

all that time is passed?
Friday, June 10th. Left Hong Kong with Mr. Shuck yesterday

at two, p. M., in a Chinese " Fast Boat," or passage boat. It was
perhaps of seventy tons' measurement, had a large cabin, and two
small rooms ; the latter were assigned to Mr. Shuck and myself,

as our Chinese fellow-passengers, about twenty in number, occu-
pied the cabin. It was a very comfortable boat, but had neither
berth nor seat. I spread my mat on the floor, and lay there. Mr.
Shuck and I took our dinner, or tea, on the top of the cabin ; we
sat down on the roof, took our bread and meat on pieces of a
newspaper, for want of plates

; and though we had knives and
forks, I found fingers more convenient than the latter. The Chi-
nese made tea for us, and I relished my meal very well.

We had a fair wind most of the way, and got to Macao by
daylight.

This is a very unsettled kind of life. I am " living by the day,"
for I know not what a day may brmg forth.

Very aflfectionately yours, W. M. Lowrie.

Macao, June 11th, 1842.
My Dear Father—

.... In regard to the station at Singapore, we are all of opinion
that it must be given up, as soon as we can obtain a station in or
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near China. It is too far from China. One half of the year it is

a long and tedious voyao^e from Ciiina there
; the other half, it is

just the same from Singapore liere. It will probably take me
from four to six weeks to get to Singapore. Tiie weather in the
China Sea is almost always oppressively warm, particularly so at

this season, and I shall run a good deal of risk of meeting a tyfoon
before I arrive

;
then the price of passage in the unfavorable mon-

soon is enormous. Here, then, are time and expense, and, at cer-

tain seasons, danger, in making this voyage. Neither is Singapore
in itself a very advantageous place for a mission station. It is

unhealthy for most persons ; very few can endure the constant

heat, when there is no bracing winter. The cliaracter of the

people is also lower there than in many other places. The greater

part of them are mere adventurers ; many of them have been pi-

rates
; a very large proportion are unmarried men, while there are

comparatively few women and children. This in itself, of course,

is not a reason why they should receive »o attention ; hut it is a
reason why we should not turn our attention to places where there

is no prospect either of immediate or enduring success and use-

fulness, when we have not the men and means to occupy every
place where it is desirable to have a station.

As to saying that our labor there would be lost if we gave up
the place, I think that is an entire mistake ; and further, that it

contains a most mischievous principle. No good action once per-

formed, is ever lost. God knows its value. He knows best what
use to make of it. He is best able to turn it to good account. In
so doing, he may work in ways we think not of To our view,

he may make entirely null and void all that we have done, and
where we looked for a fruitful harvest, there may be desolation.

We may seem to have lost all our labor, and spent our strength

for nought. But it is not so
;
we have looked for the fruit in the

wrong place. We may say of our work, as the patriarch Job said

of himself, ''^Its witness is in heaven, and its record is on high."

He who counts even the tears of his saints, and nuaibers all their

sighs, will not forget the expense, and the labor, and the sutferings

we have endured, the prayers our missionaries have offered, and
the tears they have shed at Singapore. They may not see the

fruit, but he sees it ; and is not this enough? We work to please

him, not to appear well in the eyes of men. It is a very connnon
remark, yet seldom fully appreciated, that the last day will dis-

close the works of our hands. Perhaps we shall then see, that

what we counted our most splendid services, those which made
the most show and noise, and promised fairest for usefulness, were

really of least value
;
while others, over which we had mourned

as seed thrown away, shall then be seen to have grown u\) and
produced fruit and abundant harvest unto eternal life. At the time

our China mission was commenced, Singapore seemed to be the

most promising station, and probably we did right to select that

place. Now the Lord in his providence seems to be opening the
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way for a much nearer approach to China, and we shall do wrong
if we do not diliiTently attend to these intimations of his will.

While we ask, '• Lord, what wilt thou have us to do?" we must
also be ready to go where he points us

;
and though we may

hardly know what he w^ould have us to do, yet " there it shall be

told us what we must do."

The Roman Catholics have almost complete possession of Ma-
cao. They have a hirg-e number of churches, schools and priests

here
;
and fretjuently liave processions through the streets in honor

of their different saints. They had one on St. Anthony's day, a
short time after my arrival when they carried round an image of

the saint, gau(H!v decorated with flowers and tinsel, beating drums
and singing antliems. It is hard to see wherein their religion is

diderent from that of the Chinese, at least so far as the sanctification

of the Sabbath, and purity of morals, are concerned. They shut

up the kingdom of heaven themselves, and they will not suffer

others to show the w^ay thither. They prohibit Protestants from
carrying on any direct missionary labors, though the prohibition

is not so strictly enforced as it might be, and as I had supposed it

was. By prudence and proper care a missionary may distribute

tracts, go out into the villages, and talk to the people, even gather

a few of them in his house, and preach to them
; and he may have

a small school, which he may direct and instruct as he pleases.

Still, missionaries are under restraint, and they feel it ; and all of

those who are here intend removing to Hong Kong or elsewhere,

as soon as they can make it suit. For a permanent mission sta-

tion, this is not the place. It might, perhaps, be expedient for us
to have our missionaries here for a year or two, until w^e can make
more permanent arrangements.

Tlie first appearance of Hong Kong was very unpromising.
Though rather greener than any other of the islands at the mouth
of tlie Canton river, it still partakes of the same general charac-
teristics with them,—exceedingly hilly, with the hills barren, bare,
high and steep, coming down to the water's edge, and very small
and rough valleys between them. The few openings I saw among
the hills seemed only to disclose a still more rough and broken
country. It is almost the last place in the world, where I should
have thougbt of founding a great city. It is Jiardly possible to find
a site for a house, without digging down the tops or sides of the
hills, and levelling them off. It cannot raise provisions enough to
support a large population. It must be in great: measure depend-
ent on the main land, and on other countries. However, after
spending several days there, and seeing more of its advantages,
my impressions respecting it became decidedly more favorable. It

has a noble and very safe harbor
;
promises to be very healthy,

though very damp in A|)ril May and .Tune; and has now every
prospect of filling up rapidly, both with foreigners and Chinese.
The greater part of the Chinese on the island are merely labor-

ers. I saw but few women and children : families are, however,
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coming over, and in a few years I think there will be a wide field

for common schools. The population is now between 15.000 and

20,000, one-half of whom live in the city of Hong Kong. The
greater part of those now on the island have come over within the

last twelve months. They are the most unpatriotic set 1 ever

heard of, and make no scruple of selling their services to the na-

tion that is figliting against their coimtry. In the attack of the

British on Canton, they found no dilliculty in hiring Chhiese to

haul up their guns to the batteries.

A number of different dialects are spoken on the island
;
the

Canton, however, is principally used. The main land is but iialf

a mile ofT; several villages are on the sliore just opposite tlie island.

The country between'the Kowloon mountains and Canton is said

to be very fertile and populous.

The Roman Catholics have 'the start of all the Protestant mis-

sionaries in Hong Kong. Several French Jesuits went there from

Macao, after raising very large sums of money here
;
got a grant

of the very best place on the island for a chapel, and are now
building a cliapel and school-house, which will probably cost

$20,000 or $25,000. They are three or four in number, some of

them being men of some experience and knowledge of the world.

To compete with such men, the Protestant churches send out one

or two young men, fresh from the schools, and who have seen lit-

tle or nothing of the world. However, I am not discouraged. If

God has chosen us to build it who are "yet young and tender," he

will give us strength to carry it on. and we will say, •' Not by might

nor by power, but by my Spiiit saith the Lord." We do hope, how-

ever, that the churches will adopt the language and the spirit of

David, when he said, "SQh)mon my son is young and tender, and

the house that is to be builded for the Lord, must be exceedingly

magnifical of fame and of gjory throughout all countries. I will

therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared abun-

dantly before his death."

The consideration of being on the ground and ready, I think of

much importance. There can be no doubt that the doors of China,

those two-leaved gates of brass that have so long been closed, and
guarded by the great Dragon, are shaking and will soon be open-

ed. Every one whom I see is more and more of this opinion.

Surely the time, the set time, to favor the Chinese is come. Their

superstitions are literally "old and ready to vanish away." Their

attachment to the government is very slight. They are daily

gaining more correct notions of the power of other nations: the

visit of the Constellation and Boston (now at Macao) has given

them higher ideas of the American power than they ever before

possessed. The success of the Britisli will probal)ly soon complete

the subversion of their narrow prejudices, and they wiJl be fir more

open to the reception of Divine truth in a few years than tliey

have ever been before. It is all-important that the gooil seed be
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sown while they are in such a state. If we do not, the Roman
Cathohcs certainly will g^ain the ascendency.
As for myself, I am in good spirits and in good health. My

cup is running over with blessings, and I now feel more anxious
to remain and labor for these Chinese than I ever did before. But
it is hard to find that my mouth is closed, and I cannot speak to

them. How dreadful their condition and prospects, and yet they
do not know it

!

The instructions of tlie Committee, we understood, were that a
station should be formed on the island, provided, 1st, that a suffi-

ciently large lot could be purchased or rented under perpetual

lease ; 2d, that tlie persons and propeity of the missionaries would
be protected ; and 3d, that no restrictions would be laid upon our
operations, either in preaching, teaching, or healing. The second
and third provisos were easily answered. Full protection would
be given, and no restrictions whatever imposed. The first, how-
ever, was not so easily settled. A short time since, the island was
put under military government, and all further grants of land for

any purpose refused until further orders should be received from
the home government. ...

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

China Sea, June 24th, 1842.
Mr. John Lloyd—
My Dear Brother:—I am often thinking of you, and, espe-

cially of late, often wishing I had you out here along with me. You
nuist come out to China. . . .

Here I am all alone, and rather lonely, going down the China
Sea against the monsoon, and wishing most heartily that I were
on terra firma again, and settled down at my Chinese studies.
Excepting sea-sickness, and a very slight attack of fever at the
commencement of this last trip, I have been uniformly very well
since leaving New York ; and have been enabled to see and hear
a good deal, and to collect a good deal of information respecting
China as a missionary field. I know you will be anxious to hear
what I think of it m that respect, so I propose to tell you, in as
few words as possible, what I think of it. You know how very
unexpected it was to me that I should ever be a .missionary to
China. It is not a year yet since mv station was assigned to me
in this pari of the world

; and I came out with many fears and
mi^^givmgs, and many doubts as to my fitness for such a station,
and as to its suitableness for missionary labor at the present time.
But, what I have seen and what I have heard has shown me many
things I never knew before, has opened up to me views of its vast-
ness as a field for labor almost overpowering, and has taught me
that many of its diffirulties have been s^reatly overrated. It^iias its

difficulties, and some of them, such as the evil influence of foreign-
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ers, thoiig-h I knew of them before, are far greater than I liad ex-
pected ; but on the whole I am greatly encouraged. There is a
great work to be done, and tlie men are now wanted to perform
it ; and it is not required that these men should be angels " greater
in might and excelling in power" the rest of mankind, in order
that they may perform it. The language can be learned, the
people can be approached

;
and I verily believe that China is now

openbig; certainly it is more open now than it has ever been
before. Missionaries can now labor in Macao much more freely

than ever before. Hong Kong will soon be perfectly open. Mis-
sionaries are now at Amoy and Chusan, places where no Protestant

missionaries have ever been before ; and those at Amoy and Chu-
san, where the people have not been as yet corrupted by the evil

influence and example of foreigners, represent them as an uncom-
monly interesting people, easy of access, and free in their manners.
They are heathen, of course, and have the vices of heathen

; but

I am inclined to think that there is no people except the native

Africans, among whom I would more readily labor, and with more
hope of success, than among the Chinese

; and this 1 think is say-

ing a good deal
;
you know how promising a people I have always

thought the Africans are.

1 am not able now to give you the facts on which I base the

above conclusion. Perhaps I may at some other time. But I

nevej- felt so anxious to live long as I did several times in China,
when I saw the Chinese around me, and wanted to preach Christ

to them. I think I should rejoice to wear out a long life in Christ's

service in China.

I formed some very pleasant acquaintances among the mission-

aries in China, most of whom I have seen, and some of them fre-

quently. . . .

There is an infinite fund of wisdom in our Lord's saying to his

apostles, "Be ye wise as serpents." Missionaries above all other

men, it seems to me, need to be men of prudence ; not actuated by
impulse, but influenced by steady and enlightened principle. Cer-

tainly nothing else will atone for the want of prudence, in a mis-

sionary to China at the present time. A " prudent counsellor" is

invaluable, especially now. And yet there is very great danger of

having prudence degenerate to timidity, and thus overpower our
zeal. Surely we have need of wisdom from on high to direct us.

I often think of Solomon's prayer for wisdom, when he was ap-

pointed to rule over the numerous people of Israel.

How are you coming on in matrimonial affairs? Let me wliis-

per in your ears a good piece of advice. Keep your eyes open
; if

you see one who would make you a good and prudent wife, by all

means try and secure her. If you cannot find one that would be

an helpmeet for you, consider it an intimation of Providence that

you are to remain unmarried for the present, and come out single.

Such was the principle I acted on in the United States, and
after all I have felt and seen, I am more and more convinced
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that it is the proper course to be taken. The missionaries here all

recommend that a man should be married, but I believe they all

abhor what are sometimes called "missionary matches," and I

think most justly. 1 hope you will by example and precept dis-

countenance all such tilings.

How I should like to see you, and chat with you for a while !

Where are you? what doing? How are you getting on ? What
are your prospects ? When will you be licensed ? Are you ready-

to come out here? or do the Nestorians still call forth your sym-

pathies ? Do you still remember " tiie love of your espousals ?" and
that bright and happy season at Jefferson College, with our many
pleasant interviews, and the w^alks we took, and the prayers we
offered, and the many conjectures and plans for future usefulness

we laid? Some who started with us, and for a wiiile promised as

fair, have already gone back; while others have already entered

mto rest. Why are we spared? What are we doing? Could
w^e now rejoice to give up the account of our stewardship ?

Farewell—and may the Lord we have so often delighted to

worship together, still w^atch over and bless thee.

August i2th. Dear brother, if you ever come to China, I hope
you may not have to go up or down the China Sea against the

monsoon. After fifty-three clays' hard w^ork, w^e have been obliged

to abandon the effort, and are now going to Manila, to lay in fresh

provisions, and prepare for another effort. The monsoon will be
nearly over in a month, and then perhaps we may succeed. How
often have I thought of you on this voyage, and wished you were
here !

Aflliction is a good thing to make one study the Scriptures. I

never understood them half so well before, nor relished so much
their precious promises. This has been a pretty severe trial to me :

alone, with no Christian friend ; a boisterous sea ; hope deferred
until the heart became sick, and then entirely cut off. But I have
become pretty well reconciled to it, and can even rejoice, " for the
Lord rcigneth." Why he has thus disappointed my expectations,
I cannot yet tell ; but no doubt for w- ise reasons. This affliction

I trust is doing me good, and I shall yet justify Him in all his
ways.

Very truly yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

China Sea, June 22d, 1842.
My Dear Mother—

I have a prospect of a long, lonely, and perhaps tedious passage.
And I know of nothing that may contribute better to cheer at least
a few of its lonely hours, than to keep a quiet journal, connecting
me once more with " home and home folks ;" so I pray you to re-

ceive this li/lle manuscript, as another proof, if proof were needed,
that I have not forgotten you, and do not think of you with the
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less affection, though my letters may not at all times be composed

with so many laboriously sought expressions of allection, and long-

ino- desires to see you again, as you may sometiuies meet with in

the case of home-sick travellers.

There were two vessels to leave Macao about the time I wanted

to go to Singapore, the Oneida and the Sea Q.ueen. The day for

the^saihng ot the latter was fixed, that of the former was not, and

was unceTtain. The Sea Q.ueen would pro'.iably accomplish the

voyage in one or two weeks less time, being better built for such

a voyage. She was described to me as having " splendid accom-

modations ;" while the price of the passage, at this season, was

said to be "very reasonable." I thought it would be a good op-

portunity of seeing something of an English sea-captain and offi-

cers, who had been some time in this part of the world. On the

whole, the advantages seemed to preponderate in favor of the Sea

Q,ueen ; so I engaged my passage. She was advertised to sail

June 18th, (Saturday.) 1 was informed, however, on Saturday

morning, by a clerk of the owners, that she would not sail till

Monday, p. m., which suited me very well. So I got a Chinese

boat on Saturday morning to take the boxes and a keg of specie

on board. The distance was four miles at least, wind dead ahead,

and quite a heavy sea all the time ; occasionally a sprinkling of

spray came over me, as the boat had no shelter of any kind.

It being impossible to sail against such a wind, the boatmen

took their oars, and after two hours' hard pulling, finding them-

selves still half a mile from the Sea aueen, they laid them

down and put up the sail, intenchng to beat out the rest of the

way. They made two tacks, which occupied another hour, and

gained only half the distance. A heavy rain came on, making it

impossible to see anything ; strong witid and heavy sea. The

head man of the boat, who for some time had seemed disheartened,

turned to me. and made a very significant gesture towards Macao.

"No," said I,' pointing to the ship, "there." "No can," said he,

"no can, I go Macao; to-morrow go seep." "No, no," said I,

" go ship now, there." " No can." " Yes can
;
put down sail

;

take oar; go ship," said I, explaining myself more by actions than

by words. But the fellow grumbled and repeated, '• No can do
;

no can do." " Yes, can do ;
must do

;
put down sail ;

take oar
;

go ship." All this in the middle of a soaking rain. After a good

deal of persuasion, I at last succeeded in carrying my point, and

the fellows put down their sail, took their oars, and, I must say,

worked most heartily. In fifteen minutes, the rain was over and

we were along side of the Sea aueen. I got my baggage safely

stored, and being quite wet, 1 hurried on shoi-e to get my clothes

chano-ed. The wind being quite favorable for going ashore, I got

back'in half an hour; got up to Mr. Brown's, and changed my

clothes. Late on Saturday, word came that the " Sea aueen goes

to-morrow morning at daylight, and you will have to go aboard

to-night." There was no help for it ; so I hastily packed up my
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trunk, said good-bye to my kind friends, to all of whom, and espe-

cially Mr. and Mrs. Brown, I had become very much attached, and

at half-past six, got aboard anotiier Chinese boat to go out to the

vessel. It rained several times pretty hard, yet we got out in two
hours and a half. It was rather a stormy, uncomfortable prepa-

ration for the Sabbath ; and I could not think without longing re-

membrances of the many pleasant Saturday evenings on board

the Huntress, and particularly of the " preparation," as " the Sab-

bath drew near," at home. I wondered what you were all doing;

and whether you had any idea of my situation,—alone, weary,

and half despondent. However, my troubles seemed to be over

wlien I got safely on board, and I thought I should now in these
" splendid acconnnodations," have at least a quiet and pleasant

voyage to Singapore. But I began to think very soon, that I had
reckoned without my host. My room is a good, large, airy apart-

ment, and high enough for me to stand upright ; but it has no
berth, though a large transom supplies the place of that ; no table,

no wash-stand
;
not even a wash-basin

;
no lamp, no shelves, only

one or two hooks, and one stool ; these are its " accommodations."
The first thing I saw when I went in at night, was a host of large

cockioaches, which made themselves perfectly at home there ; a
quantity of spiders and spider's webs in every corner; and a very
unpleasant odor, caused, I suppose, in great part, by the cock-

roaches, to which, after three or four days' experience, I have not
yet become accustomed.

We were to have sailed at daylight Sabbath morning, but did

not get off till ten o'clock ; had a head wind and rough sea ; and
by ten o'clock, p. m., we had gone only ten or fifteen miles, and had
to anchor just outside of the great Ladrone Island. Next day we
did very little better, and beat about in sight of land all day.
Meantime I lelt very poorly. Sabbath morning, though not unwell.
I could not fix my thoughts on anything. The business of our
mission, and various plans, kept crowding into my mind. I tried

to read the Psalms, Life of Martyrs, &c., but could not with any
ease or pleasure. Afternoon, my head ached, tooth ached, hands
and face were sore from being sun-burnt the day before, and I had
a good deal of fever, which kept on me for several hours. I was
tired lying down, yet too weak to sit up ; and it was too wet and
unpleasant to be out. The officers were too busy to attend to me

;

and Chun Sing, who is going with me to Singapore, was quite sea-
sick hin.iself Oh, how often I thought of the Huntress, with her
nice clean sweet cabins, her kind captain, pious mate, intelhgent
and quiet crew, and pleasant passengers. Everything seemed
different iiere. I cotild hardly avoid murmuring, 'though at the
same time I felt that I had many, many more comforts' and mer-
cies than I deserved, and after a while Tbecame rather more satis-

fied. Next day, I kept getting better
;
got several refresliing naps,

and in each of them had a sweet and pleasant dream. I dare not
tell you the first,—it would amuse you too much. In the second,
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I dreamed that father and yourself had coine out to Macao to see

me. He wanted to go to Singapore in the Sea Q,ueeu, but I told

him to go in the Huntress by all means. We had to part for a

while, and I was very anxious for him to read the letters, and par-

ticularly the official one, which I had that morning left in the

hands of a young friend to be sent to America by the first vessel.

I hope you have got them before now. I had some trouble to get

the letters for him in time, and just as I got them, I awoke, and
behold it was a dream.

Next day, Tuesday, I was better still ; and to-day, Wednesday,

June 22d, I am quite well, and have things a little more comfort-

ably fixed. I have told Chun Sing to come to my room every

day, and read the New Testament, and learn the Shorter Cate-

chism, &c. This is the strength of tbe S. W. monsoon, so that

we have the wind strong and right ahead, and shaU have it so all

the way. Consequently, we have to sail one hundred and fifty

miles at least, in order to make fifty on our course.

Saturday, June 25th. Here we are still beating down the China
Sea, but on the whole making very fair progress. As good success

as we have had thus far would take us to Sirigapore in twenty

days, and I should be pretty well satisfied to be assured we should

be no longer. My situation, on the whole, is tolerably pleasant

;

though 1 do sometimes feel sadly out of sorts. In the Huntress,

when I had no other employment, I could sit and watch our

sailors
;
they were always busy, either working, or talking, or

reading ; and what they did, they seemed to do heartily. But
these Lascars are the poorest set of human creatures I have ever

seen; they are not to be compared to the Chinese. There must
be near fifty of them aboard, though the vessel is not much more
than half as large as the Huntress, which had only twenty men
and boys

; and yet these fifty do not do their work half as well as

those twenty. So many of them seize hold of a rope, that they

are actually in each other's way. and they pull as if they were

afraid of hurting the rope's feehngs. And then, so dirty
;

I have

not seen one of them with a clean article of dress since I came on

board. I must except the carpenter, who is a pretty decent-look-

ing fellow. He is a Chinaman. It does me good to look at him.

I do not want to see our butler at all, however, and least of all wlien

I am eating,—with his soiled turban and faded shawl, dirty trow-

sers, and apparently unwashed face and hands. I was always

fond of potatoes, but I like them now better than ever, for they

come to the table with their coats on, and I am sure they are

clean; cannot say the same of anything else at table. But, a

man must eat, and there is no use of being so squeamish : besides,

I am usually hungry at breakfast time, half-past eight, and at

dinner, lialf-past two ; and these are the only meals I eat. At tea

I take but little, the tea is so abominable that I can not drink it.

And the dry ship biscuit, the only bread we have, is not very in-

viting by itself
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I could bear these little matters, if other things were right. Our
officers are to me quite gentlemanly, and personally, I have no

complaint ; but, they evidently consider the men as of an inferior

caste. And the men feel that they are looked upon as such.

Some of the men have rather fine countenances, but almost all of

them betray vacant minds, or, at least, minds filled only with the

least important cares of this passing and perishing world. How
can I be sufficiently grateful that I am made to differ from them?
As to religious services, at present there are none

;
and this, more

than anything else, makes me feel alone. The most pleasant oc-

cupation I have, is to spend an hour every morning in teaching

Chun Sing the New Testament, and the Shorter Catechism. And
perhaps I may give another hour hereafter to other studies.

Then I read Hengstenberg's Christology, History of Scotland, The
Middle Ages, &c. ; study a httle Chinese, and about China, &c.
I write some every day ;

expect to have a host of letters writ-

ten when I get to Singapore ; and if a vessel should be going

thence to the United States direct, they will arrive sooner than
those I wrote at Macao.
The thermometer has stood about 84° all week

; to-day, 85°,

but owing to the strength of the wind, the air has been quite pleas-

ant. Numerous flocks of flying-fish are constantly starting up, as

our vessel in her course disturbs them. What immense numbers
there must be ! We probably startle some thousands every day,

aud yet the course of our ship is a very narrow line in the midst
of a very wide sea. Sea sights have lost much of their novelty
for me now, and I have to seek amusement and employment
principally in myself. It is well for me that I can do so, and still

better that there is one above me to whom I can always go. For
three or four days after the voyage commenced, I could hardly
bear the thoughts of its lasting thirty or forty days ;—but now I

am disposed to say with cheerfulness, " The Lord reigns, let the
earth rejoice !" Let him hasten or retard the end of this voyage,
as seems best to himself, for He doeth all things well.

Sabbath evening, June 26th. At the close of a silent Sabbath,
my thoughts turn back to the land of my birth, and I cannot help
asking, how are you all? And what are you doing? In a few
hours I suppose you will be going up to the house of God. You
have opportmiities of communion with fellow Christians. Your
hearts are cheered at the sight of churches, and though pained at
the prevalence of wickedness, yet you can beheve that the Lord
has much people around you. It is not so here. I am alone, as
far as Christian society is concerned, and almost alone as far as
any society is concerned

; surrounded on all sides by lands where
there is no Sal)bath, few churches, few Christians. In such a sit-

uation I find it a very hard thing to keep up the life of religion.

At home one depends for the state of his religious feelings very
niuch on the general tone of the churches around him ; here there
is nothing of the kind to depend upon. Perhaps this is an ad-
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vantage, for it causes one to feel more entirely bis dependence on
God, the great Author of all true rehgious emotions ; but it is hard
at first, to become reconciled to such a state of things, and like

David of old, I can well say, " I had rather be a door-keeper in

the house of my God, than to dwell iu the tents of wickedness."

When you go up wdth the great congregation to worship God, do
not forget those that are in the ends of the earth, and that are far

off upon the sea. True, God, your God, is our confidence; but it

is pleasant to think that we are thought of by you, in the midst

of your privileges. The tears fill my eyes, and my heart is full,

when I think of you and your enjoyments ;
but I have no wish to

go back. Blessed be the name of Christ for that precious promise,
" Lo, I am with you always."

And yet it is good to be in such circumstances occasionally.

There are passages of Scripture that cannot be understood other-

wise. I have often read over, and dwelt upon the eighty-fourth

Psalm, and yet all my previous meditations, and all the commen-
taries I have read upon it, have not show^n me its sweetness and
beauty, so nnich as this day's experience.

Truly, " Blessed are they that dwell in thy liouse
;
they will be

still praising Thee." But those who enjoy these external privi-

leges, do not monopolize all the blessings. " Blessed is the man
whose strength is in thee, in whose heart are the ways of them."

Even in the most unfiivorable circumstances, when far removed
from the refreshing dews of God's house, they shall enjoy his

favor. " Passing through the valley of Baca (weeping, Bochim,)

he maketh it a well ; the rain also filleth the pools." (" As the rain

Cometh down from heaven, so is my word," &c.) Such are the

consolations of wanderers here ; and hereafter, after they have
gone from strength to strength, " Every one of them in Zion
appeareth before God." Such truths and encouragements may
well strengthen a lonely w^anderer to run with patience the race

set before him ; and while he cannot but feel, that a day in the

Lord's courts is better than a thousand, yet even here " the Lord
God is a sun and shield

; no good thing doth he withhold from them
that walk uprightly." How far superior is such a lot to that of the

proudest of this w^orld's favorites
;
truly " my soul doth magnify

the Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour."

Monday, June 27th. I did not expect to have been becalmed in

the strength of the monsoon
; but we are. Have hardly gone

twenty miles in the last twenty hours. I do not think, however, it

will last long, but it tries the captain's patience a good deal. I

have been busy to-day, and happy, though alone.

Tuesday, June 28th. We made eight miles yesterday, and from

present appearances shall not make much more to-day ; though a

little squall we had tiiis afternoon, may have carried us on per-

haps five miles. I was very glad the squall came, for in the rain

our dirty Lascars got a washing, that improves their appearance

very much. I have now got to feel pretty well contented and at

10
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home, but would notwithstanding be very glad to be at Singapore,

and better pleased still to be at Macao, or some place nearer

China.
As you wanted to know wbat wc live on, I w411 give you tbe

account of one day's fare. It has been precisely the same, every

day since I came on board. Breakfast, at half-past eight : tea,

fowl or duck, salt beef, salt tongue, potatoes, rice and curry, guava

jam. Our only bread is ship-biscuit. For dinner, at half-past

two
; soup, commonly pea soup, fowl or duck, salt beef, salt tongue,

potatoes, rice and curry, pudding, generally of some kind of dough
and rather heavy, cheese, preserved ginger, or some similar sweet-

meats. For tea, at six o'clock ;
tea and biscuit. I have a won-

derful appetite at present, and eat my salt beef and potatoes with

very great relish. I suppose the above bill of fare will last all the

voyage, unless the fowls and ducks should happen to give out.

Wednesday, June 29th. With reading and writing and eating

and sleeping, my time passes quite comfortabl}^, though I often

catch myself wishing to be at Singapore. Yet there is no use of

being impatient. My principal reason for wishing to be at Singa-

pore soon, is that I may the sooner be at my appointed business.

But surely the Master on whose business T am sent, knows best

when I ought to be there, and it is in his power to hasten or re-

tard my arrival. He holds the winds, and can cause them to waft

me on speedily, if He sees best. If He does not choose to have it

so, certainly He has wise reasons for doing as He does, and I ought
contentedly to submit. With such considerations, I try to allay

the impatience I sometimes feel, at being delayed by these calms.

Saturday, July 2d. Still progressing slowly. Had calms every

day of greater or less duration, from Sabbath till to-day. Though,
as we commonly had a little wind at night, and that such a wind
as enabled us to proceed directly on our course, we have probably
gone ({uite as far as we should have done, had the monsoon been
blowing in its strength. Yesterday we did uncommonly well. We
had a good breeze during the night, that carried us eighty miles di-

rectly towards Singapore. To-day we are going perhaps faster,

but not so directly
; we are running now between south-east and

south, or to speak according to tlie compass, we are going S. S. E.
Having been pretty busy, my time has passed away rapidly and
pleasantly, though I do at times feel the monotony of this voyage
quite sensibly, and often think of the Huntress. To increase my
pleasure, the captain said that two months ago, as he was going
from Singapore to Macao, he was becalmed tenWhole days in sight

of a small island near Singapore, and he believed he was fated to

make long voyages in the China Sea. There ! while I am writing
I see the sails flapping against the masts, and we are becalmed
again ! What is so helpless a thing as a ship at sea in a calm?
How vain is all human power in such a case ! and oli, how much
more dreadful, is the spiritual case of those who are deprived of

the iutiuences of that Spirit, which is like the wind that blowcth
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where it listeth ! If Christians were half as anxious to obtain the

influences of the Spirit, as sailors are to catch the breeze, what a
different appearance the church would have.

Wednesday, July 6th. The calm I spoke of Saturday p. m. lasted

but a few minutes, and we have had the monsoon strong ever

since
;
strong wind, heavy sea, and slow progress. Yesterday we

went fifteen miles west and fifteen south
; to-day, thirty miles

west and twenty north ; so that, as far as latitude is concerned,

we are worse off than we were two days ago. This morning the

wind was so strong that it broke our main top-gallant-mast, and the

men have been all day employed making a new one. There has

been so much motion yesterday and to-day, and that of so un-

pleasant a kind, that I could not study Chinese. Just as I get

my pencil ready to make a neat stroke, away goes the ship ; and
while I am busy holding to whatever I can catch, the ship stag-

gers off, and leans over on the other side, and a wave rushes in at

one of the lee ports. Still, on we dash on our foaming way, and
as yet no harm has befallen any of us. My situation is as pleas-

ant as that of any on board, indeed more so ; a good large room,

plenty to eat and wear, plenty of books and papers, and at present

no responsibility. Yet I would like to be at the end of this voyage.

We have now been out sixteen days, and are not half way yet.

These poor Lascars have rather a hard life
;

their only food is

rice, with a very little curry. They sit on the deck, and eat with
their fingers, three or four out of the same dish. They sleep on
deck, in the open air, with only a coarse piece of flannel for a

covering. No provision at all is made for their accommodation in

the •' country ships," no forecastle nor berths. If it rains, they

must let it rain, and sleep through it, or else keep awake. All

hands are employed all day, and no watches are kept, as on board

vessels manned by English or Americans. They may sleep all

night, unless they are wanted, when the " tindals," or overseers,

of whom there are four, answering to boatswain and boatswain's

mates, sound their whistles, and call all hands. Six of them,

however, at a time, watch for two hours during the night, and
when the bells are struck, every half-hour, the one nearest raises

a yell, for I can call it nothing else, which is repealed by the next,

and so on through the whole six. This is to show that tliey are

awake
;

but, for all the watch they keep, they might as well be

asleep.

The ^^ glorious fourth'^ passed away without a word being said

on the subject. I tiiouglit of it, and of the last fourth of July I

had spent, at Marshall, Michigan, and how little I then expected

to have ever been tossing about on the China Sea. Who knows
what a day may bring forth ?

Saturday, July 9th. The close of the third week of our voyage,

and we hardly can say that we have gone halfway ! We have

come ten degrees of latitude, but we have ten degrees more of lat-

itude, and eight of longitude, still to traverse : if we run west, we
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cannot go south ;
if we run south, we must also run east; thus

makmg- our distance in longitude greater. But why should I

complain ? If hope is deferred, should my heart be made sick

thereby, when I know that a Father's kind hand defers it? I felt

greatly reproved this afternoon, as I sat on the stern, and saw a

large sea-fowl slowly sailing over the waters. Our Heavenly Fa-

ther cares for it, and feeds it, even on these wide and rolling wa-

ters ; am not I of more value than many such ? Is not the work
I am engaged in more for his glory, than the preservation and

sustenance of the fowls of the air and the fish of the sea? And
if he cares for them, will he not much more care for me and carry

me on? Surely lie knoweth what is best for me, and most for his

own glory. I will therefore commit my way unto the Lord, and
trust also in Him. He will bring it to pass. Forgive me, dear

mother, if I bring these things improperly to your eye
; I have no

one here of kindred spirit with myself, and it is pleasant, even

though on paper, and afar off, to give utterance to sentiments that

I know will find a response in your own feelings. It seems tome,

were I once more in the society of fellow-christians, I should prize

much more highly than 1 have ever done, the opportunity of talk-

ing of these things,—of " speaking one to another."

Monday, July lltli. For two days we have been running west,

and have made over three degrees
; but a strong current yesterday

carried us more than a degree to t)ie north of our position on Sat-

urday. The officers are beginning to shake their heads, and pre-

dict a long passage. We have all, I think, made up our minds to

six weeks instead of four. The mate told me to-day, that the

Sea dueen had never had a fair wind for a whole da}^ since she
was launched, about fifteen months since ! However, I do not
know but that this voyage will prove a very profitable one to me.
It reminds me of several facts that had almost entirely escaped
from my memory. I had quite forgotten that the Apostle Paul,
after being in journeyings often, in weariness, in painfulness, <fec.,

had also "thrice been shipwrecked, and spent a night and a day
in the deep." So it seems even the best of missionaries did not
escape from some troubles on the seas. I wonder if he had as fine

a state-room as I have, and whether, in his voyages, he had to

live on salt provisions and hard biscuit ! We have no journals
nor diaries and the like, from the times of the Apostles, to tell us
how they managed on such occasions

; but the more I think of
the matter, the more I am inclined to believe that I am better off

as to outward things, than Paul, or almost any of his fellow-la-

borers
;
and therefore, so far, I have not much reason to complain.

Still, I must say, I should not be sorry to exchange this ship's fare
for a short residence in Singapore. However, the Huntress has
spoiled me. The Sea Queen is a great deal better ship than the
Anna Watson, in which Mr. McBride went to Amoy.

I have since found a passage of Scripture much more to the
point than the one above. Acts xxvii. 7. " And when we had
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sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cni-

dus, the wind not suffering us," &.c. It has taken such hold of

me, that I have laid it up for future consideration.

Friday, July 15th. Through the obstinacy and self-will of our

captain, we have less and less prospect of a speedy voyage. He
has taken a notion that he will not go to the eastward of long. 112°,

A strong current has prevailed for some days, which drives us

northward, and has almost totally rendered our tacks to the south

useless, yet he persists in keeping the ship off to the west ; conse-

quently, for four days we did almost nothing. Last night the

wind came out so strongly, that he could not go to the westward
without going north of north-west, and after trying for six hours

to go westward, he was obliged to give up, and put her head to

the south-east ; consequently to-day we have made nearly a de-

gree of southing, and 1 hope are out of the influence of the current

which we have felt ever since Sabbath afternoon. I am heartily

sick of this ship. The mates are rather clever men, but so ill-

tempered and obstinate a man as the captain, I have hardly ever

seen. He treats me civilly enough, but I have little pleasure at

table, from the severity of his tenq^er towards the servants.

I am afraid you will think I make too much of these things,

and I must confess, I never knew I had so inqmtient a spirit, as

the delays of this voyage have stirred up in me. It has been a

severe conflict within me, to overcome this impatience ; but,

through grace, I trust I am now in a great measure resigned to

these things: and perhaps, on the whole, this voyage will be one

of the most profitable I have ever made. It gives opportunities

for solitude that I have not had for months past, teaches me how
to Value privileges I do not now" ^i^joy, discloses myself to myself,

and forces me to rely not on human, but divine strength.

We had quite a gale last night, with a very heavy sea
;
so much

tossing and pitching, that I scarcely slept the whole night. For
the time it lasted, it was more uncomfortable than the gale off St.

Paul's, where we had to lie to for twelve hours. We were almost

lying to, the greater part of the last night, but now (p. m.) we are

going on rather pleasantly.

Monday, July 18th. About six a. m., on Saturday, the wind rose

again with great force, and it was the middle of the day, yester-

day, before it abated. In the gale on Friday, the wind split our

fore-topsail and jib, and others had to be put up in their places.

On Saturday the wind split the second fore-topsail, main-topsail,

and spanker. Ship rolled prodigiously, and for a while things

looked rather dark, as you may well suppose. A strong gale and

heavy sea, and the wind dead ahead, are not very pleasant things.

At the middle of the day on Saturday, we were not more than one

degree furtlier on our course than we were seven days before; with

a slight variation, we might almost have adopted Peter's words :

" We have toiled all night and caught nothing."

The captain's swearing and damning everything and every-
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body, had been so trying: to me, that I was greatly at a loss to

know what to do. It was very unpleasant to hear him, and it

seemed like "sufferinir sin in him," not to tell him of it; and yet,

knowinsT his passionate temper, I felt afraid to say anything, lest

it sliould only make him worse. However, I took the opportunity

of speaking to him last night about it, when he seemed to be in a

better hun'ior than usual. I was most agreeably disappointed.

He looked rather hard at me at first, butahriost immediately said,

" I know it is a very bad habit—a very bad habit. I feel it every

time I do so. It must be very unpleasant to you. There is not a

day I do not ask for forgiveness, but I can not break myself of it."

We talked a good while about it, and I had the opportunity of

dropping a good many truths to him, which may, perhaps, yet

do him good. He said he had observed, that often when he was
scolding and damning the men, I went down to my cabin. "I

felt that, for I knew^ why you did it, and I am very sensitive to

such things." He then tried to excuse it ; did not think it was
very wrong, for he did not mean anything bad by it, &c. I re-

ferred him to the words of the third commandment, "taking the

name of the Lord in vain." To that he had nothing to say. He
then said, one could not get along without it. " Here these men
speak fifty languages : I can not understand them, and they can not

understand me without I swear at them. They wnli not believe you
are angry or in earnest unless you swear at them !" What a pic-

ture of the moral influence of nominal Christians over the heathen !

and yet missionaries have to labor to convert the heathen who are

employed by nominal Christians to work for them on the Sabbath
day, and who can not understand a Christian, or believe him in ear-

nest, unless he swears at them. Of course I protested against

such an opinion, and said it could never be right or necessary to

swear. We then talked about something else; and during a
pause in the conversation, he abruptly remarked, " I know it must
be very unpleasant to you, and perhaps you sometimes thought I

did it intentionally, but I did not." I remarked I thought him too

much of a gentleman to do that. He would not promise positively,

but said he "would try to break himself of the habit."

The wind is such to-day, that we could go almost in a south
course—S. by E.—but unfortunately there are a number of shoals

in that direction, and this wind would carry us among them in

twelve hours; consequently, we are obliged to put otY to t!i<'.

north-west, and the wind being strong, we "lose a point" in our
course, by le6-way. Such are some of the troubles of the voy-
ager's life. Do not forget to pray for fhe sailor.

Tuesday, July 19th. Wind more favorable still; we can go
south, and sometimes even S. by W., but being still too near the
shoals have to run W., and N. W. by N., more than half the
time. Yesterday was the best day's work we have made in a
long time, thirty miles west and sixteen south, equal to about
thirty-three on our course, i. e., if the captain's observation was a
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good one, of which he is doubtful. We are now very seriously
expecting that our trip will be of two months, instead of one
month. But the Lord reigneth, I trust I can rejoice thereat. We
certainly have evidence tliat He is watching over us. To-day, as
I was lying on the transom, (there has been so much motion for

a week, that it is very unpleasant to sit, and I spend more tlian

half the time lying down,) very quietly reading one of Irving's

sketches, I heard a great and unusual cry on deck. As it con-
tinued, I ran out and found a man had fallen from the bowsprit
into the sea. Most providentially, he caught one of the ropes
thrown to him, before the ship had gone too far, and was drawn
in. The sea was so rough, that the captain could hardly have
let a boat down for him. Had it been night; had the sea been
rougher

;
had he fallen on the other side of the vessel, where the

waves would have carried him from lier
; had he not been able

to grasp the rope ; in any of these cases he would have been lost.

But the poor heathen, if he thinks at all about it, will ascribe his

escape to chance, or to some of his idols, as blind and helpless as
chance. These poor fellows have a great horror of the sea. It

is only by high wages that they will serve as sailors. These men
get fourteen rupees monthly, or nearly seven dollars, a large sum
for such sailors

;
and after all, the greater part of the crews of

the " country ships" are impressed by force, and carried oiY with-
out their own consent.

July 21st. Here we are, fifty miles north and thirty miles west
of our station, day before yesterday. Q.uite a gale came on yes-

terday afternoon, and we have been almost lying to for twenty-
four hours. We have one duck, and ten fowls left, and nearly a
certainty of having only salt meat for a few weeks to come, un-
less Providence so order it that we get to Smgapore next week,
which might be done, even in this monsoon, under favorable circum-
stances. The captain has begun to talk of allowances of wood,
water and provisions. Outward things look gloomy. I do not
say these things by way of complaint, for I feel less disposed to

complain now, than at any previous part of the voyage, but to

give you some idea of our situation. As to myself, I find the

promises increasingly precious, and I think I shall soon have Acts

xxvii. by heart. It becomes more and more instructive. Still,

hope has not yet left me, that we may make a reasonable voyage
as to time, though the prospect is more and more discouraging.

Sucli times as these, head winds, tossing tempests, and adverse

currents, make me think of that happy place, where •' there is

no more sea."

The most unpleasant thing about our present situation, is its

uncertainty. We may have a fjivorable wind to-morrow, and soon

reach our "desired haven." We may toss about here for weeks,

and at last not be able to make the port after all. But " the Lord

reigns, let the earth rejoice. Clouds and darkness are round
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about bim, but rigbteousncss and judgment are tbe babitation of

his tbrone."

July 22d. Worse and worse ;
after running for eighteen hours to

the N. W. and W. N. W., and six hours S. S. E., at the rate of

four miles an hour all tlie time, we find ourselves twenty miles

north, and ten miles east of our station yesterday ! The current

liere must be tremendous. AVe are almost at our " wits' end."

We have now been beating about for a week, most of the time

under double-reefed topsails, and have made almost no progress.

Indeed, we are very little farther on than we were two weeks ago.

Yet I am thankful to find that my own mind is calm and peace-

ful most of the time. I should greatly regret to be obliged to put

back to Macao : and should be most heartily glad to be at Singa-

pore, or to be assured of getting there in three weeks ; but it is the

Lord who has " raised the stormy wind," and he has wise ends in

view. It is not very comfortable being here. My health may
suffer for want of exercise, there being so much motion, it is hard-

ly possible, with safety, to take any ; the affairs of the mission

may be retarded somewhat by my detention
;
Dr. Hepburn may

be in need of the funds I have with me, so may Mr. Buell. Our
removal to China, should that be resolved on, may be delayed a
good while, (fee. ; but all these things are known to Him who con-

trols my course, and He will care for his own cause. Cowper's
hymn,

" God moves in a mysterious way,"

is a very precious one, especially the last hnes

:

" God is his own interpreter,

And he will make it plain."

Saturday, July 23d. Twenty miles to the east of our station

yesterday
; same latitude.

" Woe is me that I dwell in Mesech, and sojourn in the tents of

Kedar !" I pray God, my dear mother, that neither you nor any
other of my friends may ever be placed as I now am, at least so

far as society is concerned. I have spoken before of the captain's

temper. To-day, both at breakfast and dinner, it has broken out
against the servants in a most unpleasant manner. I had almost
got up from the table before dinner was half over. I do not won-
der that they try his patience, for such a set I never saw. We
have three to wait on the table, besides the cook and the dish-

washer, and this morning they complained that there was too

much to do ! There are but four of us at the table here, while in

the Huntress two waited on eight, and did it incomparably bet-

ter than these three, besides attending to the state-rooms, and keep-
ing the cabin and all the dishes as clean and sweet as could be
desired. These fellows never think of cleaning the cabins, and
frequently I cannot find a clean tumbler to get a drink with !

More than once I have been obliged to send away the knife and
fork they handed me, and tell them to give me clean ones. Still,
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it is very unpleasant to witness and be obliged to bear witb sucli

outbursts of temper. '• Ob tbat 1 had the \vins2^s of a dove
; then

would I fly away and be at rest." Do not tbink me discontented.
I have felt and enjoyed for several days past, the power of reliirion

;

and do generally enjoy g-reat peace of mind, thouoh at times I am
"in heaviness through these temptations." How dreadful it would
be to dwell forever in such society !

Monday, July 25th. I see the China Sea in an entirely dilTerent

aspect this voyage, from what it was in May, when we went up.
Then all was calm ; now all is stormy. We are lying to to-day
again, after splitting three or four more sails. Yesterday and to-

day have been so cloudy as to allow no observation, and we know
not where we are. I almost begin to doubt whether we shall ar-

rive at Singapore at all, during this monsoon. We have now
been out the usual time rerpiired to make the trip, and the pros-

pect is darker than ever. The captain talks of going to Manila
to lay in fresh stores. We shall be obliged to do this before long,

if we do not soon arrive at Singapore, as we have provisions for

but little more than a month longer. However, I am not discour-

aged. ^'Jeliovah Jireh. In the mount it shall be seen." God is

accustomed to reveal himselfwhen his creatures are at their greatest

extremities. I have been comparing my condition with that of

the Lascars on board
;

ill-fed, ill-clothed, ill-treated, working hard,

few social, no intellectual, and, worse tlian all, no spiritual privi-

leges. How much is my condition better than theirs !

Friday, July 29th. We are now near two hundred miles further

north than we were last week, and about sixty miles further from
Singapore than we were fifteen days ago. I thought that I under-
took this voyage in obedience to the intimations of Providence, but
hitherto they have almost all been against us. One gale this

week drove us eighty miles to the northward in less than twenty
hours

;
head winds and adverse currents make it nearly impossible

to proceed. Our provisions will last us but a month longer, and it

would require almost all that time in favorable circumstances to

make the remainder of our voyage.

To be sure all anxiety, even on these points, is quieted by the

recollection that Christ is "head overall things for the church,"

and that all things shall work together for good, to them that love

God ; but sometimes I forget these things.* I would not willingly

undertake anotlier such voyage as this, and vet I must say, so

great have been the benefits which I have received from this trial,

that tliey far more than counterbalance all the int'onveiiiences

hitherto endured. Still we are not required to seek allliction-. and
I should gr(^atly rejoice to be once more on solid ground

;
yet

while detained I hope to be sustained.

Saturday, July 30th. The pleasantest day we have had for

weeks
; a light clear sky, blue sea, little motion, and pleasant

* I am not quite sure that I recollect ritrht, but I think Banyan makes Mr. Forget-

good Mayor of Mansoul in place of my Lord Understanding, which is very appropriate.

20
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breeze. At noon, the captain put his head into my room, crying,

with great glee, '• Hurrah, she springs it again ! We have made
ten miles southing !" Tlie first time we have been able to get to

the south for a week, tliough we iiave had more favorable winds.

This is a " little reviving in our bondage," among these currents.

If it will only continue! In a case like this, one is in danger
either of building too much on such a prospect as we have to-day,

or, on the other hand, of "despising the day of small things," and
being cast down, because it is no better.

I was much struck with Isa. xxvi. 4, yesterday evening. The
literal translation of the Hebrew is, " Trust ye in Jehovah even for-

ever, for in Jah Jehovah is the rock of unending ages." No trans-

lation, however, can give tlie force of the original. It is, I think,

even more emphatic than "the five negatives," Heb. xiii. 5, on
which you may have seen some very delightful remarks in Nevin's

Practical Thoughts. I think if I ever know enough of Chinese to

be of any service in translating the Bible into it, I shall find it a
very pleasant employment. I find that in proportion as I closely

examine ahnost any passage, it presents gems more and more
sparkling. Thus, in the above passage, in addition to the triple

mention of the name Jehovah, the peculiar name of God. as the
Covenant God of his people, the first "forever" is literally " eter-

nities of eternity :" and the last expression is " the rock of ever-

lastings." Well might the Psalmist (Ps. cxliv. 15.) say, "Happy
is that people" (literally, O the blessednesses of that people,)
" whose God is Jeliovah r
Monday, Aug. 1st. Delightful weather and fair progress; yes-

terday, forty-six miles direct ; to-day, fifty-six to the east, and three
to the south

;
and wind getting more favorable. If this weather

continues, we hope to be in Singapore in less than three weeks.
Tuesday, Aug. 2d. Still progressing at a very fair rate. Saw

the coast of Cochin China to-day, about thirty or forty miles off.

It is high and mountainous, but we have not gone near enough to

see its features very distinctly. The part we saw was Cape
Yarela, or the Pagoda Cape—so called from a very large rock on
the side of the mountain, just behind the cape. It has a very
singular appearance.

Saturday, Aug. 6th. Afier going on swimmingly for four or five

days, we found ourselves beset by a current yesterday, whirh be-
came very strong to-day, and has sent us a long way to the east-
ward. This casts rather a damp over our spirits. Where we are
now, Lat. IP, is the narrowest part of the sea, and if we meet a
current anywhere it is likely to be here. Could we only get two
degrees further down, we should probably be safe enough. To-
day finishes our forty-ninth day, and yet we are hardly more than
half way

;
yet the weather is fine, and we still hope for the best,

though I assure you it is quite trying. What shall the end of
these things be ? Here I am all alone

; no, not alone ; for God is

here, and He whose Providence did so remarkably arrest me a
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y^ear ago, and turn my course from Africa to China, and has
brought me hither, too, will not now desert me. Nothing encour-
ages me so much in regard to my labors in this mission, as the
recollection that I have been sent here. I should never have come
of my own free choice; and I am sure that lie who has sent me
has work for me to do, for which he will strengthen me. It may
be He has sufferings for me to endure, and though the thought of
them almost makes me treuible, for the rod 1 have felt on this voy-
age lias been hard to bear, and for the present grievous, yet will

his grace therein be sullicient for me. If he has neither work for

me to do, nor trials for me to bear, then my course is almost done.
And it is no further from this rough sea to heaven, than from the
soft beds, and the kind and soothing attentions of home ; and
never, I trust, either in this world, or in the world to come, shall I

regret that I have left father and mother, and brethren and sisters,

for the kingdom of heaven's sake.

I could wish I had a Christian friend near. Even this commu-
nion with you on paper, with '• pen and ink," when I " have many
things to say," and can wnite but a very few of them, is refresh-

ing. How often I think of you!—of the hasty breakfast that
morning. How Reuben was like a silent cricket all the time

;

how .Tane burst into tears when I came away
;
of the meeting in

the Mission rooms, and the kind friends there ; of the walk down
to the ship, when the sun shone out so clear

;
of the crowd, and

the bustle, and the hurry there ; the ])arting-. 1 can see you yet,

waving your handkerchiefs for the last time ; brother John's last

blessing yet sounds in my ears; and I think how poor Elizabeth
was watching over Samuel's sick couch at the time. Again, I see

you, and father, and Reuben. Now, the ship has moved, and I

see you no more ! It is too much. I do not often weep ; but some-
times : and yet they are not tears of sorrow, but of affection, and
fond remembrance. In this world there is partings and sorrow.

In this world there is perplexity and disappointment ; in this world
we '"shall have tribulation." But in heaven there is no more
parting, and " no more sea ;" no more tribulation, for " sighing and
sorrow shall Jlee away,'^ not ^o away, but^ee away.

[The rest of this Journal was destroyed, as stated on page 130.]
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COURSES OF THE SEA QUEEN, HARMONY AND LONG BOAT.
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China Sea, June 27th, 1842.

Mr. John M. Lowrie—
My dear Cousin:— . . . I can, as yet, hardly enjoy thesiglitof

anything I see, for the overpowerini^ conviction, that the inhab-

itants of these lands are wholly given up to idolatry, and all

going down to everlasting death. But I suppose in a few years, I

shall acquire a sort of familiarity with such things, and look on
them almost as matters of course. Here I am, urging my way
down the China Sea, against the south-west monsoon. For a few
days after coming on board, I felt very lonely indeed, but am now
somewhat more reconciled to it. But I was hardly long enough
on shore, (only three weeks,) to become ready for a month's con-

stant application to books, and it requires some skill so to diversify

my studies, as not to become wearied very soon.

In thinking over what would be most pleasant and profitable in

a letter to you, I cannot think of anything that would probably

suit you better than to give you some idea of my employment on
the voyage out. As you may have yourself to make a voyage of

the same kind before very long, it will assist you some in selecting

the number of books you will want, and helping you to form some
idea of what you may be able to accomplish. We were one hun-
dred and twenty-seven days out. Of this I was sick a w^eek, too

sick to do anything. Another week was spent in recovering from

sea-sickness, and getting in proper tune to study, &-c., and another

week was taken from study by storms, anchoring at Angier, and the

like. This left about one hundred days that could be improved.

I preached every Sabbath except the first, and once in April, when
we had a storm, and commonly prepared the sermon in the week
beforehand. . . .

I had about six hours daily on an average for my own studies.

I may say here, that after the first two weeks, I spent near two
months, with quite a zest in my studies. Then, as we were •' run-

ning down our easting," in Lat 40° south, we had a great deal

of very rough weather. After that the weather was warm ;
and

I probably did less in the last two months, than in either of the

preceding two.

During the whole voyage, I read Genesis, and twenty-seven

chapters of Exodus in Hebrew
;

this always before breakfast.

Went over Legendre's Geometry, and conunenced Algebra ;
but

found the Mathematics dry work, and gave them up. Read Edwards
on the Will, twice ;

Hill's Divinity
; Neal's Puritans,—had lead

half before, and finished now
; Symington on the Atonement

;

Winslowon the Spirit; Smith on the Apostolic Succession ;
about

half of Hume's England ; D'Aubigne's Reformation ;
Jesse's Court

of England
;
Bancroft's United States

;
Carlyle's French Revolu-

tion
; Lockhart's Napoleon

; Two Years before the Mast ; The
Retrospect ; Phillips' Guide to the Perplexed ;

Ly ell's Geology
;
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Curiosity Shop ;
Barnaby Riidge ;

Pickwick Papers
;
Poor Jack

;

besides a good deal of miscellaneous reading, referencing, (fee, and

writing a journal of some two hundred and forty pages, letter

paper,^viiich 1 hope will be in mother's hands before you receive

this. In addition, I learned tlie names and the positions of the

principal fixed stars. This, I believe, comprises all I did, at least

I do not now recollect of anything more. It is not vanity that

has induced me to make this statement, for I do not think I did

near as much as I might have done, and I would not have men-

tioned it at all, but that it may possibly be of some assistance to

you hereafter.

I found our ship on some accounts a good place for keeping up

the spirit of piety ;
on others, not so favorable. I was greatly

favored in the fact, that the first mate was devotedly pious. I

have seldom met a man more so ; the rest of our company were

all persons who regarded religion with respect. But in so small a

place, one cannot be alone. I never could pray aloud in secret

;

could with difficulty keep a day of private religious exercises
;
and

sometimes could hardly even secure a short time for solitude and
meditation, except by shutting myself up in my little six feet by

four room, w4iich, with the thermometer at 80° and above, was
not very pleasant. The mate was always ready and glad to talk

with me on religion, and many a pleasant hour did we spend,

leaning over the ship's side, with the stars shining above us, talk-

ing of spiritual things. But he, of course, could not counsel with

me in regard to the affairs of our mission, and it was chielly in this

respect that I felt the want of a companion. The sailmaker, I

think, is also a pious man, and I had several very pleasant talks

with him. It has been on the whole a part of my life, to which I

look back with a very great deal of pleasure. I do not expect

often to spend my time with more of pleasure and profit combined.
I am now trying to study Chinese, but have not yet made a

sufficient trial to speak with any certainty of my prospects. From
all I could learn about it, however, from the missionaries and
others, I do not feel discouraged. But I must close. The blessing

of our common Lord rest on you evermore.
Your affiictionate cousin,

W. M. LOWRIE.

China tSea, August 16th, 1842.
Rev. T. L. McBryde—
Mv Dear Brother :—I left Macao June 18th in the Sea Q.ueen

for Singapore. We expected a short passage down the China Sea,
and it never entered into my head, that we should be unable to

accomplish the voyage. But I have sorely found, that the Lord's
ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts
After beating about for thirty-one days, we found our wood, water
and provisions growing short, and as the current was then so
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strong that we could make no progress against it, we very reluc-

tantly turned about, (Aug. 11,) and shaped our course for Manila,
meaning there to refit. But our troubles were not over yet. The
wind, which had been directly in our teeth, when we tried to go to

Singapore, now, when we wanted to go the other way, first veered
about to S. E., and then fell a dead calm, and for tlu'ee days we
made very little progress. This, as you may suppose, was not
very pleasant. We were three hundred miles from Manila, under
an almost vertical sun, and our water not likely to hold out many
days. It seemed for a while as though Satan had received permis-
sion to try us, somewhat as he did Job—first in our property, by
delaying our voyage, and then in our persons, making us to appre-

hend sulTering from thirst. However, to-day things look rather

more favorably. We had hoped to be in Manila to-day, but these

calms have delayed us a good deal. A moderate monsoon would
carry us there in two days, but it may be a week yet before we
get in. I have no idea how long we shall remain there

; our cap-

tain is very undecided on that point
;
perhaps a week or two weeks,

perhaps till the monsoon is over. In the latter case I am not able

to say what I shall do, or which course I shall take.

As you may suppose, this has been a good deal of a trial to me.
.... Besides, there has been the disappointment of being so long

delayed ;
the fear lest you and Dr. Hepburn should become anxious

about me; the fear lest inconvenience should arise to our mission

from my detention, &c. And yet with all these drav/backs, per-

haps I ought to say through all these, I have scarcely ever spent

a time so profitably to myself. Being alone, at times in danger,

and in trial and temptation, I have been obliged to flee "unto the

rock, that is higher than I ;" to examine more carefully the book
and the ways of God's providence

; to commune with mine own
heart in solitude ; and to learn and practise patience, submission,

and the casting of myself, my friends, and the interests of the

church on God. I find myself a slow scholar, and too often am
like a '• bullock unaccustomed to the yoke," yet I think I have
already found that " it is good for a man that he bear the yoke in

his youth." And so fully am I persuaded, that all these things

shall yet work together for good, both to myself and tlie interests

of the church as connected with our mission, that I would not if

I might have them otherwise.

Few reflections are more consoling to a Christian than this,

that when he has diligently used all the means in his power to

serve his master, he may safely leave the result with In ii, who
overrules all things for his own glory. I should feel very unhappy
at present, were it not for the belief in the doctrine of an ovenuling

providence, which attends to all things, and without whose dis-

posal no breeze can blow, no current run, and no disa|)pointment

occur. Whatever happens. He, who is " the Head of the

church," will take care of the honor and glory of his own name,

and we mav well be satisfied witli what he does, even though he
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should not let us now know what his purposes are. Hereafter we
shall know

Your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Manila^ September 1st, 1842.

My Dear Mother—
. . . Wlien my journal comes to hand, which I hope it will before

very long, you will have a fuller account of the various adven-
tures and hair-breadth escapes, of the voyas^e from Macao to this

place. It is rough and uncouth in many ways, but it has been a
companion to me in loneliness and in dang-ers, and in pleasmes.

It made me think of home and of friends when the storm howled
around me, and the billows tossed our ship as if tliey would over-

whelm her and us in the black gulf beneath us. It made me
think of home, too, in the calm sunset hour at sea, and it brought
the tears to my eyes more than once, as the quiet hours of the

Saturday and the Sabbath closed around me. I have laughed
over some of its little tales, and wept over others, and insensibly it

grew like a friend in whose welfare I was deeply interested, and
when I sat in my silent cabin and \vas sorrowful that I had no
friend to feel for me, or sympathize with me in my solitude, I

laid my hand upon its pages, and said, wait awhile
;
when she to

whom it is addressed has read it, I shall lack no sympathy, and
the very anticipation relieved me. Thus, though in itself "it has
small merit, yet its associations and nameless influences give it a
value in my eyes, that I trust will not be wholly wanting with
you.

The houses here cover a great extent of ground, and are two
stories high

;
the giound floor is used for offices, storage, servants'

rooms, stables, &c., and the people live on the second floor. A
verandah from four to six feet wide runs all round the second story
of the house

; about four feet of the verandah from the floor is

boarded up, and the rest up to the eaves of the roof is occupied by
sliding frames, which are glazed, if I may use that word, with
mother-of-pearl shells, instead of glass. The shells are cut into
pieces about three inches square, and being semi-transparent, ad-
niit abundance of light, even when the verandah is all closed up.
Glass windows are not used at all, and as there is no winter here,
there are neither stoves nor fireplaces. Just before my window
there are two or three plantain trees, shooting up their broad leaves.
One of the leaves before me, I should say, is nine feet long, and
two feet and a half broad, of a beautiful green, and gently waving
with the wind. By the side of the plantain is an areka tree, with
branches of leaves of a much darker green, the branch of leaves
being about half as long as a single plantain leaf. Haifa dozen
or more plantain leaves grow from the top of a plantain tree, and
half a dozen branches of leaves from the top of an areka tree.
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Among the leaves of the areka tree, a couple of little brown spar-

rows are now building' their nest; beyond these are a few tropical

plauts, the names of which I do not know. By the side of the

house, in front of my window, flows a branch of the river Pasig,

in which I see a custom-house boat, with its sail-cloth awning

;

several bankas, or row-boats, with mat awnings ; several caiiocs,

and several heavy boats for carrying off cargo to the ships. On
the other side of the water are several houses, with their shell-

glazed verandahs, red tile roofs, and each house is surmouuted by
a cross

;
while over the roofs of the houses I see the high steeple

of the Binondo parish church, once white, but now blackened and
discolored by age, with grass growing out of the cornices, and
several bells in the cupola. One of the houses opposite is the place

for depositing cocoa-nut wine, where several large boats are load-

ing and unloading. This being a government monopoly, several

sentinels are keeping guard at the gates. This being one of the

hottest parts of the day, eleven o'clock, a. m., very few Europeans
are to be seen ; but there are a number of native men about. They
are very cleanly : dress consists of a pair of trowsers and a shirt,

which hangs outside, and either a handkerchief or a hat on the

head. They use a variety of colors for shirts and trowsers, but

always very clean. . . .

Yours most affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Manila, September 8th, 1842.

Rev. Thomas W. Kerr—
My Dear Cousin:— .... My situation here is as pleasant

as need be, except that I have nothii]g to do ; which, as you proba-

bly know, is hard work. This is the rainy season in the Phillip-

ine islands, and though it does not rain all the time, yet it does

rain every day. Consequently, the roads are in a wretched state,

and one can hardly go out at all. The merchants with whom I

am staying, are very polite and friendly
;
but this is their very bu-

siest season, and of course I cannot expect them to leave their

business to attend to me. Nor indeed, if they were to leave it,

could they do anything more for me than they do. But, dear me !

what am I writing? The fact is, I have a touch of the blues this

morning, and am forgetting that I live like a prince here. This is

a delightful country ; a perpetual spring prevails, and the richest

fruits are found in abundance. I feast every day on oranges,

plantains, mangoes, custard apples, guavas, lancones, (fee.

The islands are under the government of the Spaniards, but the

mass of the population are Malays. They are a very cleanly peo-

ple. I have never seen any more so, and when once you get used

to the color, which is very much hke that of our Indians, they are

tolerably good-looking. They are all Roman Catholics, and very

much attached to their religion, but withal very superstitious, and
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exceedingly ignorant. A beautiful custom, if it were only scrip-

tural and sincere, neither of which is the case, prevails here among
the people, as in all Roman Catholic countries. At twilight the

church bells sound, everybody stops, and the streets wliich but a

moment before were vocal with the rattUng of carriages, and the

hum of a thousand voices, become silent as a church. Each one

repeats an Ave Maria ; again the bells sound, and all move on as

before. I have sometimes in the evening been startled from a

reverie, by the sudden stillness, and on looking out, have seen the

streets crowded with motionless forms ; which, in a few moments,
resumed their business as noisily as ever. But it is all a mere form,

and has little or no influence on the heart. The priests are very

bigoted, and the Protestants residing on the island are not allow^ed

to have Divine service on the Sabbath, though no objections would
be made to their having a grand ball on that day. The Sabbath
is the great day for visiting and riding out, both here and in In-

dia, and in China. Oh, how I long sometimes for our quiet, hal-

lowed Sabbath days at home.
Farewell. Pray for me. You have but little idea, at home,

of the spiritual trials and privations of a missionary.

Your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Manila, Sept. 14th, 1842.

Dear Brother—
After spending about three weeks in Macao, and Hong Kong,

very busily, but very pleasantly, and accomplishing all that seemed
necessary at that tune for the prosperity of the mission, a rather
more than usually favorable opportunity of proceeding to Singa-
pore was offered, which it seemed proper that 1 should embrace.
It was a :lippfM- bark, built near Calcutta, expressly for the trade
between India and China, and intended to run up and down the
China Sea, both with and against the monsoons. It is probably
known to most persons, that the monsoons are periodical winds
that prevail in the Bay of Bengal, and among the islands that
separate the Pacific and the Indian Oceans. Those that prevail
in the China Sea, are called the North-east and South-west mon-
soons. The north-east monsoon is commonly preceded by about
a month of variable winds and frequent calms, and commences
blowing from the north-east steadily in October. It continues till

some time in April ; then follows nearly a month of variable winds
and calms, and about the first of May the south-west monsoon
sets in, blowing fill the middle or end of September, and sometimes
to the middle of October. This is the general division ;

but these
winds are subject to great irregularity in their commencement and
termination. For example ; when we went up the China Sea in
May, in the Huntress, we expected to have had the south-west
monsoon steadily, though gently, in our favor

; but, to our great



LETTERS. 163

disappointment, experienced calms and lif^ht and variable winds
during the whole of that month. It was formerly thought useless

for vessels to attempt a passage through the Cliina Sea, against

either of the monsoons, but of late years fast-sailing vessels, and
particularly clippers, and clipper-built ships, have very frequently

succeeded in making a passage in the course of from twenty-live

to thirty-five and forty days. In the year 1841, several vessels

passed down (he China Sea, from Macao to Singapore, in the

months of June, .Tuly, and August, without any difficulty. An\ong
others, the captain of the Sea Queen, in which I took my pas-

sage, who was then chief mate of another vessel, had made the

passage in thirty days, with delightful weather the whole time.

The prospect of another month at sea, after having just finished

a four months' voyage, was not very pleasant
;
but the insti uctions

of the Committee and the state of the mission seemed to requiie

it, and full of hope, and anticipating a pleasant voyage, and safe

arrival at Singapore, I embarked in the Sea Q.ueen, June 18.

Our progress for two or three weeks, though slow, was still toler-

ably good
; and as nothing else of special interest occurred to

occupy my attention, I had an opportunity of learning something

of the character and regulations of a "country ship." This is a

term applied, not to vessels belonging to the natives of these

countries, but to vessels built in the East Indies, owned and com-

manded by Europeans, and manned by Hindus or Malays. The
greater part of them are built in India, of the teak, and other hard

woods of that country, and their cordage is niade of the fibres of

the husk of the cocoa-nut. They trade principally between India

and China, touching, however, at the intermediate ports. They
carry rice, opium, and other articles to China, and return with

teas, silks, Chinese manufactures, and the like, to India ; fre-

quently making two, and occasionally three voyages in a year. . . .

It is of course necessary for the officers to acquire some knowl-

edge of the Bengali language, as the crew cannot be expected to

learn English. A very small smattering, however, commonly
serves their pvn-pose, consisting simply of the naut ical terms neces-

sary for tlie regulation of the ship : {barra bras, mainbrace
;
gnrca

bras, topsail-brace ; deman, sheet ; stringee, clewline ; bobber^

weather ; barraka, sea, (fcc.) The serang and tindals are sup-

posed to know so much of what is needful, for the management
of the ship, as to require but little direction from the higher

officers

For ten days we made tolerably good progress
;
we then had a

week of calms. Nothing is more tryinsf at sea than a calm : yet

it is true that scarcely any sight is so beautiful as that of the ocean

in a perfect calm,—provided it does not last too long. The water

then becomes of a l)lue color, as beautiful as that of a field of flax

in bloom : a few light (M- golden clouds float in the sky, or mirror

themselves in the sea: while all around the surface of the water

is calm, and smooth as glass, varied only by a heaving, as gentle
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as that of a sleepiiior infant's bosom. Now and then a faint light

air causes a gentle s'nmner or a ripple on the water, like the smile

on an infant's face when dreams are pleasant in its soul. Espe-

cially is the bio-ht beautiful in the evening, when the sun's last

rays are reflected from the resplendent wave, and a sea of liquid

gold seems to mingle with the bending heavens. I have sat by

the ship's side for hours, gazing around, and mentally exclaim-

ing: No earthly painter, and no earthly pencil, ever drew such gor-

geous, such delicate, and such beautiful scenes as these, and yet,

they are but transient reflections of that glorious place, where,

though '' there is no more sea," such as here we cross, yet there is

a '' sea of glass, clear as crystal," and that glass not frail and per-

ishable as ours; but "pure gold, transparent as glass." Surely

to stand on that sea of glass, having the harps of God, and to

sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, will amply repay a few

years of toil, and disappointment, and suflfering, on the restless sea

of life !

Yet, beautiful as were many of the scenes witnessed in the

calms, nothing is more wearisome, and we were soon so tired of

them, that we wished for any other kind of weather. The S. W.
monsoon soon recommenced, and blew very strongly. The wea-
ther became unsettled, and during the course of a month, we had
almost constant gales, during which we lost our maintop-gallant-

mast, and had so many sails torn by the wind, that sometimes we
had not a topsail to spread. In addition to the strong wind and
heavy sea, (for three weeks we had not a dry deck to walk upon,
on account of the constant breaking of the sea over it,) we were
exceedingly embarrassed by adverse currents. Several days, when
we thought we had made tolerably good progress to the south-
west, we found, by observations, that we had actually been carried

ten and twenty miles to the north-east. If our ship had not been
almost new, she could scarcely have sustained the strain that came
upon her. As it was, it was necessary to have the men at the
pumps two or three times every day. As may be supposed, in
such circumstances, our progress was exceedingly slow. We fre-

quently lost as much in one day as we had gained in three or
four

;
and after beating about for thirty-one days, w^e found our-

selves, August 11. only one hundred miles nearer Singapore than
on the 10th of July preceding

It has often been said, and with truth, that no trial which a
missionary experiences, is greater than that of being deprived of
the advantages of (Christian society, and of the privileges of the
sanctuary. Such I found to be the case

; and it was diflicult at
times to refrain from tears, when the Sabbath came round, and the
recollection of its peaceful and hallowed scenes at home rose be-
fore me, in contrast with the solitude of the dark and foam-crested
waves, where, alone. I had no fellow-Christian with whom to wor-
ship God. Tndy, " Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, they
will be still praising thee." But it was pleasant to think, and to
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ex2)erience that those who enjoy these external privileges, do not
monopolize all the blessing. " Blessed is the man whose strength
is in thee, in whose heart are the ways of then)/' ....

Finding at last that we could not make head against the cur-
rents, and that our provisions were nearly exhausted, we very re-

luctantly turned about, and shaped our course for Manila, where
we arrived safely, August 3d, sixty-six days after leaving Macao.
And yet, great as was our disappointment, we found abundant
cause for gratitude. The bad weather we had experienced had
extended over a large part of the China Sea. An English vessel
had been wrecked, not far from ours. Her captain and nwite were
drowned, and the crew obliged to go to Manila, in their boats.
Several other vessels had been driven back with damage, and al-

most all the vessels in Manila Bay had dragged their anchors,
while one or two of them were driven on shore. Yet we had es-

caped without any serious injury.

I arrived at Manila a perfect stranger, not knowing even the
name of a single person here. There were noProtestnnt mission-
aries in the Phillipine Islands, and Manila is almost the only port
from Chusan in China to Calcutta in India, where I could not
have found persons whom I knew, or with whom, from similarity
of pursuits, I could not speedily have formed an acquaintance.
Yet I had not been ashore an hour, before I found myself most
perfectly at home in the house of Mr. Moore, a merchant from
Boston, and at present acting as United States vice-consul.

Such, dear brother, is my story. It may give you an idea of
some of the difficulties of the navigation of the China Sea, and
lead you to unite your thanks with mine for the goodness of God
which has so manifestly attended me

Your affectionate brother,

W. M. LOWRIE.

SHIPWRECK ON THE HARMONY.

Having engaged a passage from Manila to Singapore in the
Harmony, I went on board with the captain about noon, Septem-
ber 18, 1842, and found Messrs. M. and G., my two fellow-passen-
gers, already there. It was quite calm, and we did not start till

eight o'clock, p. m., when a fine breeze sprang up, and as t!ie

moon was shining brightly, we got under weigh, set studding-sails

alow and aloft, and went off in full sail. Tlie ship was deeply

laden with more than six hundred tons of sugar, and drew nine-

teen feet of water. She was counted one of the fastest sailing

British merchantmen in the Chinese waters; but with such a
cargo the captain feared she would not sail as well as usual.

However, she kept up with the Cecilia, a swift English bark, and
not near so deeply laden. It was a lovely night, and everything
looked so favorable that we were all in high spirits, and had great
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hopes of a speedy voyage. By daylis:ht next morning* we were

fifteen or twenty miles outside of Corregidor, which was much
better success than we had allowed ourselves to anticipate.

It was quite calm during Monday morning ;
but in the afternoon

a breeze sprang up. The Cecilia bad gone ahead of us; but

wben tliis breeze fairly set in we caught up with her, and in three

or four hours bad left her five miles astern. Tbis settled the point

of the Harmony's sailing, and gave us great hopes of her future

performances. The breeze gradually increased to a gale, and on

Wednesday morning we were under double-reefed topsails, with

a tremendous sea astern. I was strongly reminded of the waves
in a gale oHT tlie Cape of Good Hope. The vessel being very

deeply laden, shipped a great deal of water : immense weaves piled

themselves up several feet above the bulwarks, and came tumbling

in on deck, and the cabin w^as flooded with water several times.

I was standing by the cabin door once, when a sea came over the

ship's side, and before it was possible to escape, the water was up
over my knees. The gale increased to a storm by noon, (Wed-
nesday,) and though we were going right before it, its violence

was so great that we were at last obliged to lie to, under a close-

reefed main-topsail, and foretopmast-staysail. Being from the

east, it had helped us on wonderfully in our course.

The gale moderated during the night, and the sun shone out

the next day, though the sea continued rough. Friday was a
pleasant day ; and my sea-sickness being now over, everything
was agreeable. Being now pretty well acquainted with the ship,

the comparisons I made between her and the Sea dueen, in which
my last voyage w^as made, were by no means favorable to the lat-

ter. The Harmony w'as a superior vessel in every respect, except
that her cabins, though all on deck, were not so well ventilated
as those of the Sea Q,ueen. But the masts, rigging, and sails of the
Harmony were stronger and neater. She w^as a better sailer ; her
crew were Englishmen, and her steward (an important considera-
tion to a passenger,) though by no means a neat, driving fellow,

was so far superior to the filthy butler of the Sea Queen, that the
two should not be named on the same day There were a few
cockroaches, but no ants or centipedes. Her captain was a stout,

hearty, good-humored Scotchman, with somewhat of the Scotch
pronimciation and accent. He was an intelligent and independent
man, a jKM-fect sailor, full of sailor phrases, and as fond of his ship
as if she were his wife. He was kind and yet strict with his men,
and therefore liked and obeyed by them.*^ He used no profane
language, (certainly never in my presence.) and was verv atten-
tive to the wants of bis passengers.

* We sailed on Sabbath, September 18th. It was Manila Saturday and I ob-
served Monday, September I9th, as Sabbath. The day belbre had been observed as
Sabl)ath by the men, who had nothing to do except to get the ship under weigh in the
evennig. As we sailed on Sabbath the • morning" above mentioned was Monday
morning.
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Saturday, September 24, was a cloudy day. wind from the west,

and our course nearly south. The captain could not get an ob-

servation of the sun, but, by his reckoning, we were at noon in lat.

11 deg. 53 niin. N., and long. 114 dcg. 20 min. E. This was a

very unpleasant position, being but fifteen or twenty miles north

of the North Danger—a small island, with not a tree on it, and a

reef all around, whicb marks tlie nortli-western limit of tbe dan-

gerous archipelago of shoals in tlie Cbina Sea. Accordingly, every

effort was made to get to the westward, but the wind now became
unsteady, veering about so nuich, that it was hardly possible to

keep the sbip on any course, except to the north-east, which was
directly contrary to the course we wished to go.

Sabbath morning (Sept. 25) was dark, cloudy, and squally :

there was a heavy sea, and a rolling ship, with frecpient showers,

a hazy atmosphere, and exceedingly bafflinor winds. About ten

o'clock, A.M., the wind became steady at S. W. ; ship went otf

W.N. W. five or six miles au hour, under double-reefed-topsails, and
the weather began to look less threatening. At noon the captain

came down and changed his wet clothes, being the third time

that day, and said the prospects w^ere more favorable. We had

tiflftn, and he remarked incidentally, that he had just been sending

men aloft, but no dangers were to be seen, as the sea was clear on

all sides. We were all in excellent spirits, and amused ourselves

with conjectures as to the probable length of our voyage. After

tififin the captain took his segar and went on deck, and the pas-

sengers exchanged a few more sentences as to the time of arrival

at Singapore, and were about quietly reclining on the sofas to

read, when the ship struck against some obstacle with tremendous

violence. It impeded her 'onward motion in a moment. We
started to our feet ; again she struck, and again she reeled like a

drunken man. The deck quivered beneath our feet ; and on going

out we found the men running about, the officers giving their or-

ders, and the terrified steward groaning and w^ringing his hands

at the cabin door. So violent w^ere the strokes, that I was appre-

hensive of the ship being broken to pieces, and ran to get my hfe-

preserver. By the time I had it half inflated, the ship had beaten

over the shoal, and I went up on the poop-deck. The captain

had changed the ship's course, and I found him giving his orders,

and pacing the deck in great agitation. The shock had been so

sudden and unexpected, that he, as well as every one else, was

taken completely by surprise. I had scarcely time to speak to

him. or to reply to some observation that he made to me, when
the vessel struck again with even greater violence. The sea was
boihng in short uneasy waves on all sides, and we seemed to be

above some deeply sunken rock, on which the ship's boitom was

dashed every time she sunk in the hollow of the waves. Through
the violence of the blows, large pieces of her keel were broken oflf,

and rose to the surface; and the copper was torn ofT in masses

from her bottom. At one time we could both see and feel the
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middle of the ship rising up, while her stem and stern sank down.

In sailor's plirase, her "back was broken," and for a moment I

fully expected she would break in two.

It was an awful time: a strong wind ; a heavy rain falling,

and an unquiet and restless sea
;
yet there were no breakers and

no discolored waters—the usual signs of a shoal,—and although

in the intervals of rain we could see at least ten miles on every

side, yet there was neither ishind, rock nor breakers in sight ; nor

any other sign of danger. Of this I am certain, for the captain

requested me to look round and see ; nay even when we were

upon the shoal we could see nothing, for I looked over the ship's

side wiien she was striking most heavily, and nothing was visi-

ble beneatli the dark waters. Such shocks must be as dreadful

as those of an earthquake, perhaps more so. They were the

blows of an unseen enemy, and we could not tell at what mo-
ment we might receive another which should send us at once to

the bottom.

The pumps were immediately manned, and the water that

came up tasted sweet ; it had already reached the sugar in the

hold. On sounding the well three feet of wsitev was found. The
four pumps were kept constantly going, the main hatchway
opened and sugar thrown overboard to lighten the vessel, but tliis

was soon abandoned. Some of the men were employed in getting

the boats ready in case of emergency ; we packed up a few
clothes and valuables in as small a compass as possible, and
waited in suspense for the result. As you may well imagine, I saw
on my knees more than once. It was a solemn time : but my
mind was kept in a calm and composed frame.

We struck about half-past one, p. m. In less than an hour the
vessel had three feet of water in the hold. In two hours more it

had increased to six feet ; in less than another hour there was
seven, and in twenty minutes moveseven feet and six inches ; and
this though the four pumps were kept constantly going, and all

drawing well. It was now near five o'clock, p. m., and it being
evident tliat the ship must sink, the pumps were abandoned and
the boats got ready. It was very providentially ordered for us
that the masts had not fallen when the ship struck so violently,

as, in that case, it would have been difficult to get the long boat
out. It was after dark, perhaps nearly seven o'clock, when the
boats were ready, and we found it a work of difficulty and danger
to get into them

;
for with the heavy sea running they rose and fell

more than ten feet every minute. It was arranged that twenty-
one, including the captain and passengers, should go in the long
boat, and the mate and seven men in the jolly boat. We man-
aged to get in about seven o'clock, and pushed off from the ship.

She was then settling fast in the water, which was already nearly
on a level with her deck. The lights were left burning in her cabin,
and the noble ship, which on that very day one year before com-
menced her first voyage, was left a shattered, sinking wreck. We
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wanted to see her s^o down, but as the sea was rolHng heavily,

wind high, and a drenching rain falHng, it was neither comforta-

ble nor safe to stay by her, and we kept the boats before the sea

by means of small pieces of canvass. They had four oars in tbe

jolly boat, and we had had as many, but three of tbem W(;re

broken in keeping the boat from dashing against the ship's side :

thus we found ourselves in the open sea, four hundred miles from

land, with only a single oar. A beavy rain fell almost constantly

till midnight, from wliich we could have no protection, and in a

few minutes we were drenched with the rain and tbe spray, which

every now and then dashed over us. The boat, with so many
persons in, was very deep in the water

;
and to add to our discom-

fort and apprehensions, leaked a good deal, so that one person

was constantly employed in bailing her out. About midnight the

wind and sea abated somewhat, the clouds dispersed a httle, the

moon dimly glimmered in the sky, and we kept on slowly to the

north. Owing to the weather 1 liad slept almost none the night

before, and exhausted with want of sleep, anxiety and fatigue, I

managed to rest a little towards morning, though how or where

it would be hard to say.

On Monday we rigged a couple of masts, and with a royal stud-

ding-sail, and main-skysail, which had been thrown into the boat,

we mustered a very respectable foresail and mainsail, using our

whole oar, and one of the broken oars for yards. The boat was
then lightened, by throwing overboard everything that could pos-

sibly be spared
;
the baggage and provisions were packed as neat-

ly as possible, and a man and boy taken in from the jolly boat,

which made our whole number nineteen men and four boys ; a

large number for a boat only twenty-one feet long, and eight feet

broad. The provisions w^ere then examined, and we found there

was bread enough to last a week or ten days, but that we had a

very small quantity of water. There could not have been more

than eight or ten gallons. This was a cause of no little anxiety,

for by our calculations we could not be less than four hundred

miles from Manila, (whither we now directed our course,) and at

that season of the year, calms, and even head winds, which w^ould

make our passage long, w^ere not unlikely to occur. Accordingly

all hands were put on an allowance of half a pint of water daily,

and bread in moderation. The water was served out twice a day

in a cup which held a gill, and all drank out of the same cup.

I had put a Uttle keg of crackers on board, which kept dry when

all the rest were wet with rain and salt water, and also a small

box of raisins, wdiich proved very acceptable. We had a few

cheese and some cocoa-nuts, the milk of which served us for two

days, thus making a great saving in our little stock of water.

This (Monday) was a tolerably jdeasant day. Pieces of can-

vass w^ere nailed round the sides of the lioat to keep out the spray,

and having a fair light wmd, we made some progress on our

course. The sun shone out brightly in the afternoon, and dried
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our wet clothes, and most of us slept \v dl that night. We began

to cherish hopes of arriving at some la id ere long.

Tut^sday was a terrible day. Not a cloud in the sky
;
scarcely

a breath of wind, and the hot sun of the torrid zone beating full

upon us. There was but one umbrella in tlie boat, and we could

not hoist an awning : but being sunburnt, and even blistered, was

the least evil. Half a pint of water on such a day, when tanta-

lized by the sight of an ocean of water, so clear but so salt, was a

small allowance, and I almost prayed to be swallowed up m the

raging sea, rather than be suffered to linger in so dreadful a con-

dit'iom Yet there was no murmuring, and we all kept up our

spirits.

As the jolly boat sailed much faster than ours, it was thought

best she should go on ahead. She could be of no service to us,

nor we to her, by keeping company, and by going on, she might

escape danger, and even find means of assisting us. Accordingly

she left us this afternoon, and we afterwards regretted deeply that

she had not done so sooner. This night I slept badly
;
the bag-

gage had been shifted to put the boat in better saihng trim, and
there was not room to place one's self comfortably

;
lying down

was at any time out of the question, for want of room. A fine

favorable breeze sprang up soon after dark, and we made good
progress.

On Wednesday the breeze became stronger, with a heavy sea.

We went rapidly on, and in our lonely course found amusement in

watching the large flocks of boobies that in some places almost

covered the sea. They came around us in great numbers, and
alighted on the yards, and even on the sides of the boat. In his

eagerness to catch one the boatswain fell overboard, affording us

all a hearty laugh at his expense. Several showers fell near us

about dark, and we hoped to have caught some water, but could
not. Slept miserably. In the part of the boat where I was,
which was about six feet by eight in size, there were four persons

to sleep, and one constantly employed in bailing out the water.

Thursday morning connnenced with rain, which soon wet us to

the skin
;
but we did not mind that, for we caught several buckets-

full of water, which, in the low ebb of our water-cask, gave us great
joy

;
and we ate our breakfast in high spirits. For fear of suffer-

ing from tbirst, I ate but little, seldom taking more than three
small crackers a day, and a mouthful of cheese with a bunch of
raisins.

From the progress we had made the night before, we had great
hopes of seeing land either to-day, or early on the following, but
we soon began to think of otheV things. About ten o'clock the
wind rose, the sea ran very high, and frequent squalls of wind and
rain darkened the heavens and drenched us to the skin. The
captain sent the best helmsman to the tiller, and sat dow^n himself
by the compass, and for eight long hours he did not move from
his seat. Conversation ceased ; and scarcely a word was uttered
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in all that time, except the orders from the captain to the helms-

man, "Port! Port your helm, quick ! Hard a-port ! Starhoard

now ! Mind your port-lielm," &c. Many a longing, anxious look

did we cast heforc us to see if there w ere any signs of land
;
hut

still more to the west, to see if the gale gave signs of ahating.

But no ! Darker and darker grew the heavens over us ; higher

and higher rose the sea; louder and louder still roared the waves

as they rushed past our little boat, and faster fell the rain. If a

single one of those waves had come over the boat's side, it would

have overwbelmed and swahowed up the boat, and every one on

board ; and it was only by the utmost care and skill that she was

kept before them.

Death never seemed so near before. An emotion of sorrow

passed through my mind, as I thought of my friends at home who
would, probably, be long in suspense in regard to my fate; and of

regret, as I thought of the work for which I had come ; but for

myself, my mind was kept in peace. I knew in whom I had be-

lieved, and felt that He was able to save
;
and though solenm is

the near prospect of eternity, I felt no fear, and had no regret that

I had perilled my life in such a cause.

Thus the day wore away, and night approached without any

signs of more moderate weather. The wind was now so strong,

and the sea so high, that it was with the utmost danger that we
could hold on our course. Everything was wet, and we tried in

vain to get a hght for the compass ;
besides, by our calculations,

we could not be more than thirty or forty miles from land ; and at

the rate we were going, should reach it about midnight; but to

attempt to land in such a sea, in the dark, would be madness it-

self. What could we do? Backwards, or sideways, we could not

go, on account of the sea ; to go forward was to throw our lives

away ; to remain where we were, even if it were possible, seemed

to be remaining in the very jaws of death. It v/as, however, our

only hope, if hope it could be called, and accordingly preparations

were made for heaving the boat to. The foresail was taken down,

and securely fastened to the yard; the largest cord we could mus-

ter (about thirty fathoms) attached to this and to the boat. The
mainsail was then lowered, and watching our opportunity, the

foresail was thrown overboard, cord paid out, and the boat's head

turned to the wind. This last was a most perilous operation
;

for

had a wave struck her while her broadside was exposed to it, all

would have been over with us. The plan, however, succeeded

admirably. The little foresail being between the wind and the

boat, it served to break the force of the waves ; and as it lay flat

on the water, it was not acted on by the wind ;
and thus served

also as an anchor to keep the boat's head to the wind. We then

had the mainsail hoisted up in the form of a staysail, to keep the

boat steady, and thus we were hove to.

For a while, the result was very uncertain. The wind howled

past us with a force that made every plank in the boat([uiver
:
the
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rain fell in torrents, with the violence of small hailstones, nearly-

all the nio-ht ; and we could hear the great waves as they formed

and rose away ahead of us, and tiien rushed toward us, with a

sound like the whizzing of an immense rocket. Sometimes they

w«)uld strike us as if with a heavy hammer, causing the boat to

jump bodily away ; and then again, their white, foaming, phos-

phorescent crests would be piled up by our sides, as if, the next

moment, they would dash in and overwhelm us in an instant.

There we lay, packed together so closely that we could scarcely

move ; while every now and then, a dash of spray came over us,

coverino" us with pale phosphoric sparks that spread a dim and

fearful light for a few inches around. Oh, it was a dreadful night!

There was distress and perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring,

and men's hearts failing them for fear.

Not one of our company, I will venture to say, had any expecta-

tion of seeing the light of another day. For myself, I thought

deliberately of each and every member of our family, and breathed

a silent farewell to each : of many of my friends by name, of for-

mer scenes and seasons : of various missionary fields, and offered

prayers for each and all : of my own past life, and of the certainty,

for so it then seemed to me, that in a few hours I should enter on
the untried realities of wliich I had so often thought. I know not

that my mind was ever in a calmer state, or that I could more de-

liberately reflect on what I wished to fix my thoughts upon : and
though I could not feel those clear convictions of my safety I have
sometimes felt, yet my faith was fixed on the Rock of Ages, and
death seemed to have but few terrors for me. In such a night, and
with such expectations, it was wrong to sleep ; and though be-

numbed with the rain and cold, and almost exhausted for want of

rest, 1 did not close my eyes during the whole time. Many pre-

cious Scripture truths passed through my mind; such as—'-When
thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee," which I applied to myself in a
spiritual manner

;
for, situated as we were, I could scarcely expect

to have them literally fulfilled. I know not when I felt more
strongly the delightful subhmity of the expression, "He holdeth
the waters in the liollow of his hand," or the feeling of security
even for the body, which for a moment it gave me.
As you may suppose, there were few words spoken, and the only

sound we heard, besides the wind and rain and the roaring sea,

was that of the boys bailing out the water. Towards two or

three o'clock in the morning, (by our conjectures, for we had no
light to see with.) the wind and sea seemed to abate, and finding
we shipped very little water, we began to hope that our hves might
yet be spared. The morning slowly dawned, but as it dawned the
wind and sea increased. As soon as we could see. the foresail was
hauled in and iioisted to the wind, and the mainsail spread, and
we commenced again our perilous course. Soon the cry, "Land
ho !" was raised, and when the morning had fairly dawned, we
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saw it stretching along right before us, about ten miles ofT. We
must have been driven many miles ckning the niglit to be so near

it. Soon our hopes were greatly excited, tor tlie land liad tlu; ap-

pearance precisely of that about the entrance of Manila Hay.

We could see wluit we took to be Point Hornos, JMount Mariveles,

the island Corregidor, and the Lora Mountains; and we were tilled

with joy at the prospect of so soon ending our voyage.

We steered directly for the land, meaning to get behind some
projecting point, and wait till the sea became calm. Meanwhile,
however, tlie wind and sea rose again

;
the heavens became black

behind us, and there w^as a great rain. To our sorrow, also, we
found that we had mistaken the land, for none of us had ever seen

it before. f3ut it was too late to go back, the squaU was upon us;

and though the rain fell so fast that we could not see more than

twenty yards, yet on we must go. There was a little island on

the right, and the captain was on the point of steering the boat so

as to get round under its lee, when we saw, heavy breakers right

ahead. We turned off to the left, though at an imminent risk,

for this brought our broadside to the sea, and several liglit waves
dashed over us. There were breakers on the left too, but we were

directed in a channel between them, and rounding a projecting

point of rocks, we saw a little cove sheltered from the wind, and
as smooth as an inland lake. Soon our boat touched the bottom,

only a few yards from the shore. We jumped overboard, secured

her by ropes to two or three trees, and we were safe ! It was a

time of joy. With one consent, we gathered together under the

trees, and offered up our thanksgiving and praises to God, with

prayers for future assistance and protection. It was a scene wor-

thy of a painter's skill,-^our Httle boat fastened to the trees, our

scanty baggage piled upon the shore, and ourselves under the

custaid-apple trees, standing with upturned faces, while the rain

dropped upon our bare heads, as we lifted up our voices, and I

trust our hearts also to that God who had held the winds in his

fist, and the waters in the hollow of his hand, and had brought us

through dangers which we never expected to survive. It was well

we came in when we did, for it was then high tide, and a few hours

later the channel tlnough which we had passed, was itself one

mass of breakers. Our boat would inevitably have been dashed

to pieces there, and some, if not all of us, would have perished

among the waves.

After all due attention to our boat, and having refreshed our-

selves with biscuit, raisins, cheese, and plenty of water^ (for there

\vere several streauis only a few yards from our landing-place,) our

next care was to find where Ave were. We knew it to be an island,

for as we came in we had seen land at a great distance eastward,

which we supposed to be liUconia ; but we were not certain whether

we were luath or south of the entrance of xManila Bay. From a

little point hard by the landing-place, we saw a telegraph station

on a hill, and thus concluded that the island was inhabited, and
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prol)ably by Spaniards. Accordins^ly, Captain Smith, Mr. G., (who

spoke botli Spanish and EngHsh,) and myself, started to discover

what we might. Chun Sing brought me a cutlass that had been

saved in the'^iong-boat ; but being a man of }3eace, I told liim to

take it to the captain, and armed myself simply with a walking-

stick. Thus accoutred, we set off; but Mr. G., weakened by ex-

posure and want of food, broke down in less than three hundred

yards, and declared he could go no further. He went back to the

company we had left by the boat, and the captain and myself

went on alone to the telegraph station. We found it deserted.

Thence we kept on, and soon saw a bullock tied by the nose, a

pile of boards and some paddy fields
;
sure signs that inhabitants

were near. We were now joined by about a dozen of tlie sailors,

two of whom had cutlasses, and the rest walking-sticks, and a

Portuguese, who had been in the long-boat, and spoke a little

Spanish and English. Altogether we were a remarkable looking

company, and being high in spirits from our late wonderful escape,

we went on right merrily, save that our mirth was often checked

by allusions to the other boat. We all thought she was lost, judg-

ing it impossible she could have weathered such a gale, and that

all on board must have perished.

Finding a narrow path we followed it over a hill and down a

little valley, and presently came to a pumpkin field, in which was
a little native house, and some Indians eating boiled pumpkins.

They very kindly gave us some, and one of them who spoke

Spanish told us there was a village about a mile off, where the

Resguardo, (an officer under the Spaniards,) would receive and
entertain us. He went along to show the road, and off we went,

but instead of one mile it must have been three. We crossed hills,

went through valleys, picked our way among bushes, through

mud half-knee deep, and along the sea-sbore, fording a great

many small brooks, and being wet several times with rain
;
but

we were used to the rain, and did not regard that. The sand got

into my shoes, and I had to go barefoot most of the way. We
passed serveral natives cutting wood ; met several riding on bul-

locks, one of whom was so polite as to take off his hat when he
saw us ; and at length came to the village. It was a collection of

some twenty or thirty huts by the sea-shore, and all the windows
and doors of tlie houses were crowded with women and children,

who gazed at us as if we had fallen from the skies.

Our guide led us to the house of the Resguardo, when who
should come running to meet us but Mr. Fillin (the mate) and
one of the men who had gone in the jolly-boat. " Oh, captain,"

said the former, "is this you? How many of you are saved?"
"Thank God, we are all safe, but I thought you were lost ! Are
you all alive?" " iV^e lost four nun^ sir P^

They had arrived in sight of land the previous afternoon about
four o'clock, and when some four miles off, a tremendous sea came
upon them, turned the boat clear end over end, and threw them
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all into the sea. Two or three clung to the hoat, hut were washed
off by the waves; another (the best swinuner in the sliip) tried to

swim ashore, but must have been dashed a<raiiist the rocks and
carried out by a back current ; while the mate and this other man,
taking eacli an oar, had made for tlie land, and succeeded in get-

ting ashore, through the surf, though with great dilTiculty and
danger. Mr. F. was much bruised and cut about the feet by the

coral rocks, and for two or three days was scarcely able to move.
They had spent the night upon the rocks near the place where
they landed. The next morning they found their boat and the

oars, but saw no signs of their companions. They then started

to find a house, and after several hours of very laborious waliving,

arrived at this village, only half an hour before we did, and were

just telling the people they supposed all the rest of the ship's com-
pany were lost, when we came in sight. It was a joyful, yet a

sorrowful meeting.

The people of the house received us kindly, and gave us hot

coffee, eggs and sweet cakes, which, in our condition, dripping wet
and cold, were very acceptable indeed. After coffee they gave us

cigars. The house was crowded full of people, old and young,

to gaze at us, and a big Manila bloodhound in the corner gave us

surly growls by way of nuisic. It was Friday, Sept. 30. when
we landed. We stopped in the village of Loc, island of Luban,
at the house of Senor Nicolas Perralta, the chief man of the vil-

lage, and an Indian, there being no Spaniards on the island. We
stayed there two days, and were treated with much kindness by

Senor Perralta, who gave us his own best room for our lodging.

It was not furnished with beds, but we slept on the bare and not

very even floor with nnich comfort, when we compared it with

the crowded rough bottom of the long-boat. Tlie inliabitants

were poor, and we bought our own provisions, which our own
cook and steward prepared for us.

But my story is growing too long, and I must draw it to a close.

We remained in Luban tw^o days ;
then hired a potine, or native

schooner, with " mucho mulos velos !" amazingly torn and rag-

ged sails, for .f 100, in wdiich we left Luban on Sabbath morning,

Oct. 2, for Manila, (according to Manila time, wliich we then

used, it was Saturday.) We reached Manila about two o'clock,

p. M., the next day. The silly captain of the potine had almost

wrecked us again in a squall off Corregidor at juidnight, nnd had

it not been for Captain Smith's presence of mind, who sent one of

his ow^n men to the helm, and took command himself, w^e should

certainly have been cast away on the rocks of Point Lijnbones.

Mr. and Mrs. Moore and Mr. G. Sturgis were seated at the

fruit table when I re-entered their house. For awhile they could

scarce believe their eyes, and it was not till I spoke that they could

believe it was the same person who had left them only two weeks

before in full hope of a speedy voyage to Singapore. They re-

ceived me most kindly. Great was the sympathy expressed by
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all classes in Manila. The news of our shipwreck and wonderful

escape spread like wildfire, for every one had seen and admired

the Hariuony, and every one knew and liked her captain. 1 re-

ceived my full share of sympathy ;
but as an offset to this, had

also the satisfaction of hearing thai many of the sailors in the

harbor attributed the loss of tlie vi;ssel entirely to her having that

clergyman on board! The long-boat was visited and in-

spected by many in Manila, who could scarce believe it possible

that twenty-three persons had been stowed away in so small a

space ; and how we weathered such a gale, which was severely

felt in the roads at Manila, where many ships hfid dragged their

anchors, was a wonder to ail. Captain Cole of the Delhi, a large

American vessel, which had been obliged to lie to in the same

gale, told me he considered our escape little less than miraculous.

Indeed the more I have heard of the ravages of that gale, the

more am I astonished at our escape. During the very time we
were most exposed to its fury in the long-boat, a Spanish vessel

was driven ashore on Luconia and lost, and the Conrade, an

English vessel, was thrown on her beam ends, dismasted and

finally foundered, while one-half her crew were drowned.

When I louk back and consider how many wonderful circum-

stances conspired to secure our safety in the midst of most immi-

nent danger, it is hard to believe that it has been a reality. It

seems, even now, like some terrible dream from which I have

hardly yet awaked.
It w^as most providential for us that the ship struck by day, and

not by night; that her masts did not go overboai^. vvhen she

struck, as they certainly would have done, had she not been a
new and strong vessel ; that we got safely into the boats in the

dark with that heavy sea running ;
that we had provisions enough,

and sails when our oars were broken ; tiiat we w^eathered that

severe gale
;
that by daylight we were so near the land

;
that we

escaped the breakers by coming in at high tide ;
that we found

that little sheltered cove; that we met such kind treatment at

Luban
;
that we arrived safely at Manila, notwithstanding the

dangers of Corregidor, and that none of us (so far as I know)
have suffered any serious inconvenience from so much exposure

to sea, and sun, and wind, and rain. All that I experienced was
a soreness in my limbs and a slight fever for several hours after

we landed on Lul)an. I cut me a walking-stick the day we left

that island, which has been mounted and sent to my father as a
memento of that wonderful deliverance, and I am sure that you
and all our family will join me in the prayer, that the life thus
spared may be devoted to Him who first gave it to me, and now
has rescued it from the engulfing sea

; that though I shall not
attain to the eminence of that Moses who was drawn out of the

waters, I may yet, in some humble degree, be like him—a leader

to rescue God's chosen people in China, and lead them like a flock

in the green pastures of his Holy Word.
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I must not omit to mention two other items of ^reat importance,
in which the hand of God was manifested for our preservation;
the first was that the cord, whicli, hy means of the foresail, lield

tlie boat's head to the wind, did not chafe or give way, notw ith-

standing the constant strain upon it. We were very apprehensive
of this, for it was not as thick as a man's thumb, and our hves
seemed to depend upon that little cord. The second was that the
heavy gale we had on Thursday and Thursday night was from
the west. Had it been an easterly gale, like the one we experi-

enced in the same place only nine days before, it would eit lier have
entirely overwhelmed us, or else have sent us halfway to Cochin
China. Even the heavy rain, uncomfortable as it was, tended to

our safety, for it kept the sea from raging as it would otherwise
have done. A heavy rain has something of the effect of oil on
the waters. It keeps the waves down.

As so many persons were to go in the long-boat it was impossi-

ble to save anything, except absolute necessaries and valuables of
small size. All I saved, therefore, was my watch, my pencil case
given by Mr. B., what little specie I had in the vessel, fal)out .$100
in gold.) the clothes on my back, and a few other articles of dress,

my Bible, and my cloak. Everything was wet through by the
rain and salt water, except my Bible, which I had taken the pre-

caution to envelop in the thick fold of the cloak, and which was
thus only slightly damp. Everything else was abandoned. For-
tunately I had but a small part of my books with me, perhaps
one-fifth. Among these were all my Chinese books ; a volume of

Flavel, which I prize above its weight in gold
; a number of valu-

able papers, and all my written sermons. With my clothes and
other articles thus abandoned, were some parcels sent from the
missionaries in China to their friends in Singapore, Bangkok and
Malacca.

Arrived at Manila, it was with some difficulty I could muster a
suit of clothes to "go ashore." I had my coat and pantaloons, a
pair of slippers, a shirt without bosom and collar, a pair of woollen
stockings, and a cap that barely covered my head. I had no vest,

but that was concealed by buttoning the coat ; collars are not in-

dispensable, and I borrowed a rusty black cravat from Capt. Smith,
who happened to have two or three. In such a suit, with my sun-

burnt face, (from which the skin all peeled off in a few days,) my
Luban walking-stick, and my cloak on my arm, I set foot in Manila
again. But I was among kind friends. Mr. and Mrs. Moore sup-

plied every want.
I was at some loss, then, what course to take, but finally thought

it best to return to China. Mr. Elgar, the brother of Mrs. Moore,

gave me a free passage to Hong Kong, in a vessel of which he was
part owner, and for that place I embarked October lOth, with seve-

ral fellow-passengers. When we left Manila, in the Harmony, the

port-captain, who came off" to give the ship her clearance, was very

merry, and said to me, " Ah, senor padre, vergas cesar senor
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Moore!" (Ah, sir priest, you only came here to marry Mr. Moore.)

But when he came to giVe the Diana her clearance, his manner

was quite altered, and almost melancholy, as he said, "Ah, senor

padre, no otro matrimonio ! no otro matrimonio !"

We reached Hon«^ Kong safely, though after a rather rough pas-

sage, on the 17th of October; just four months after I had left

Macao for Singapore. TIn-ough what varied scenes I had passed,

yet out of them all the Lord delivered me. In the Sea Q.ueen I

had an opportunity of studying the first part of Acts xxvii. From
my experience on board the Harmony, I have come to a better

understanding of the latter part of the same chapter.

>" Oh, that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for

his wonderful works to the children of men. And let them sacri-

fice the sacrifices of thanksgivings, and declare his works with re-

joicing. They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business

in the great waters, these see the idorks of the Lord, and his won-

ders in the deep. For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy

wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the

heavens, they go dowm again to the depths
;

their soul is melted

because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a

drunken man, and are at their wits' end. Then they cry unto

the Lord, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh
the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then they

are glad, l)ecause they be quiet. *S'o he bringeth them to their de-

sired havenP
W. M. LOWRIE.

Hong Kong, November 9th, 1842.

To THE Second Presbytery of New York—
Fathers and Brethren in the Ministry : It is now just

one year from the time when I received the solemn rite of ordination

at your hduds. Although nothing was said to me in reference to

holding a correspondence with you, yet I have thought it would
be agreeable to you to receive occasional communications from
me ;

and I am sure it will be profitable to myself to receive the

advice, the v/arning, and the encouragement, which your let-

ters to me would contain. Far separated as I now am from the

kindly Infiaences of a Christian land, and finding but few among
the few Christians near me, who care particularly for the disci-

pline of our beloved Church, I shall highly prize, and. I trust, profit

b)^, anything that shall remind me of my connection with a branch
of the Church, whose doctrines I consider as founded on the Scrip-

tures of truth, and whose form of government I have always pre-

ferred as being the most scriptural and the most practically useful.

Surrounded as you are by influences that bear upon this subject,

you can hardly conceive how necessary it is for us who are sep-

arated from you in these ends of the earth, to have our minds
Btirred up by way of remembrance, by communications from the
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ecclesiastical bodies with which we have been connected in our
native land.

The members of the Presbytery are probably all aware that my
departure was delayed mucli longer than was anticipated after my
ordination. The time thus spent in the United States was not
wholly unemployed, as I had several opportunities of preaching on
various subjects, and presenting the cause of foreign missions in

several churches. I left New York in the ship Huntress, Janiiary

19th. The whole number of persons on board the vessel was
thirty-one

;
and to these I had the privilege of preaching once

every Sabbath on the voyage, with the exception of two days,

when ill health and stormy weather prevented. The attention

manifested was remarkably good almost all the time. After land-

ing at Macao, May 27th, I preached twice in that place, and once

in Hong Kong, during the three weeks I then spent in China.

Following the instructions of the Executive Comniittee of the

Board of Foreign Missions, I left Macao .Tune 19th lor Singapore,

and have not, since that time, had more than one opportunity of

preaching the Gospel. The vessel in which I left Macao was
manned by persons who did not speak English. After being de-

tained in her by contrary winds for sixty-five days, we were
obliged to go into Manila for provisions. I remained in Manila
about a month, but owing to the jealousy of the Roman Catholic

priests had no opportunity of preaching there. There has never
been a Protestant service on the Phillipine Islands.

The vessel in which I left Manila was shipwrecked, and the

passengers and crew were obliged to escape in the boats. For
four days and five nights we v/ere on the deep without shelter,

and part of the time " we despaired even of life." After several

very narrow escapes, we arrived safe at land. Nothing but the

hand of God could have delivered us from the imminent dangers

to which we were exposed ; and I trust the Presbytery will Join

with me in the prayer that the life thus spared may be more en-

tirely devoted to the service of God than ever before. I then re-

turned to this place, where I arrived October I8th, and have since

that time been busily employed in niaking arrangements for the

permanent location of our missions in China. Thus far, however,

little has been done. The Providence of God has, during the past

summer, greatly hindered the plans both of myself, and of each of

my colleagues in the mission, and at times we have felt almost

discouraged. I trust, however, that matters are now in a fair way
to be settled, and hope yet to see the Presbyterian Churcli in

China joining with sister churches in spreading the pure light

of tl)e Gospel over this long-benighted empire. Jiut how great is

the work ! and how few are the laborers ! while the propagators

of error are many and strong. The country is opening wider and

wider every day, but there are few to enter.

Fathers and brethren, allow me to suggest to you, and through

you to the churches over which you are placed, a few ideas that
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have occurred to me while contemplating- the field I am sent to cul-

tivate, and a few facts which have fallen under my own observation.

Of the importance of speedily communicating to China the

light of the Gospel, I suppose no doubt can be entertained. This

is admitted by all, and, for more than thirty years past, efforts have

been made to accomplish, or at least to commence this work. The
contest of the Gospel witli error, has thus been going on for many
years, and has been watched with interest by at least a few

;
but

is there not reason to believe, that the Christian cliurch is carry-

ing on this contest with far less vigor than she ought? Nay may
I not alfirm, that instead of coming up to the help of the Lord

aa:ainst the mighty, almost the whole Christian church has been

siuinbeiing in regard to China, and manifesting a most culpable

inattention to the whole subject? It may assist our views, to con-

sider for a moment the present state of affairs in China. The
eyes of all the world are turned to this empire at this moment,
and the facts that I mention are known to all. There is then, at

this time, a two-fold contest going on in China. One is conducted

by the British nation, the other by the Christian world. The ob-

ject of the former is to open China for commercial purposes, in

order that a market may be found for manufactures and produc-

tions, and a mine be opened from which the inhabitants of other

nations may dig stores of this world's treasures, which all perish in

the using. The object of the latter is to overthrow the power of

Satan in this empire, to scatter the beams of Heaven's own light

on the thick darkness that envelops it, to save the souls of our

brethren who inhabit these ends of the earth, and to increase the

declarative glory of our glorious God and gracious Saviour, by the

building up of a holy temple to his name, where Satan's seat now
is. Suppose that in each of these contests the results aimed at

should be gained, will any one say that the former are of equal

importance with the latter? Will any one look far down into the

ages of eternity, and estimating the value of the results as they
then appear, seriously ai!irm that the former deserves half the

lai)or and sacrifices and expense that the latter does? Surely not.

Yet how are these contests carried on ? I wish I could show you
what 1 now see before my eyes. The door of the room where I

am writing commands a full view of the city and harbor of Hong
Kong. I can point you to tens and hundreds of houses, large,

massive, and expensive, erected more or less directly to further the
first contest ; but I can point you to only five erected to carry on
the second, and of those five only two are finished. In the har-

bor I can point you at this present moment, to no less than four

ships of the line, several other vessels of war, and nearly fifty

tratisport ships, sent at great expense from the other side of the
world, filled with men and valuable stores, commanded by able

and experienced officers, to carry on the first contest, and these are

hardly a moiety of the ships and men and money employed: but
when you ask, where are the ships and the men employed in the
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second? alas, I can hardly answer you. I take my glass, and
slowly sea tilling the large fleet before me, at last point out to you
a merchant ship. "In that vessel a solitary missionary went to

Amoy and Chusan during the last summer, to prepare the way for a
station at one of these places, but as yet he lias not fixed upon any
spot." By the side of that vessel is another ;

•' In her, a few
months since, three missionaries went to Amoy, where they now
are." By the side of that vessel is another

;

" In her one mission-

ary witli his wife, expects before long to proceed to Chusan."
Are these all? Yes. Out of the hundreds and tliousands that

have left this harbor since May of this year for the northern ports,

only these five were missionaries
; only these five have gone, or

are going, as the representatives of the Christian churches in ting-

land and America. Lest any one should charge me with conceal-

ing a part of the truth, 1 must add that two other missionaries

were previously stationed, one at Amoy, and one at Chusan.
These seven are all tliat are engaged for the northern ports, wliile

in Hong Kong and Mac&o, are in all only nine more. These six-

teen are all that the whole of the churches of Protestant Christen-

dom have now employed in China, to carry on the great contest

between Christ and Satan
;
while the English nation alone has

employed this year, more than fifteen thousand persons to secure

some few commercial advantages ! Has the Christian church
done her duty towards China?
Some men talk of the immense sacrifices of life and money, in

carrying on the work of missions ! Why, the English govermnent
has spent more money and lost more men, during this last year of

her contest with China, than the whole Christian church has done
in any ten years, in all the heathen world together ! From the

room where I sit I see the burying-ground, and evening after even-

ing, as the sun goes down, I hear the solemn martial niusic, and the

last salute fired over the new-made grave of one, and another, and
another, who have died of wounds received, or diseases contracted

in the civil contest of the past year; while during that time, but

one of those engaged in the other contest, has gone to her long

home. Fathers and brethren, are you prepared to say that while

so much has been done for purely worldly ends, and so little for

purely spiritual ol^jects, the church in general, or yourselves in

particular, have done all that should be done for China? Do you

still wonder that so little has been done to Christianize the mass

of this great nation ? and yet I have not told you all that is dis-

couras^iu"^, nor even what is most so. It is sad to see so little good

done, but still sadder to see so much error propagated, t roni the

room where I sit, I can see almost every house in Hong Kong
;

and what, suppose you, is the most conspicuous object there? A
Roman Catholic church and monastery! These buildings, from

their commanding position and large size, being the largest in

Hong Kong, are the first that attract a new-comer's attention
;

more money has been expended on them during the past twelve
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months, than on all the buildings of all the Protestant missiona-

ries in China ! Would that this were all I had to say, but I have

more. The Roman Catholic missionaries in China are more than

ten times as numerous as the Protestants, and they are receiving

large annual accessions, while with us the number of accessions

scarcely equals the diminution by death and removals. While a

single "Protestant missionary was struggling to maintain himself

in Chusan during the last year, nine Roman Catholic priests came
and settled there at one time ! When I was in Manila, in Sep-

tember, fifty-two Roman Catholic priests arrived there from Spain

in a single vessel, some of whom will probably find their way to

China. There are hundreds, aye, and thousands, of Roman Catho-

lic priests in the Phillipine islands, who could be transferred to

China almost at a moment's notice; but where, where shall we
look for Protestant missionaries for this great empire? I do feel

at times discouraged ; my heart does at times sink within me,

when I look back to my native land, and hear how few are will-

ing to come out ; how few are earnest in prayer for us
;
how few

act as if they believed the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, " It is

more blessed to give than to receive."

Since, then, the work is so great, since the laborers are so few,

since men of this world are so zealous to secure a little more of

this world's goods, since the disseminators of error are so numerous
and so rapidly increasing, I call upon you, my fellow-workers in

the ministry, and co-presbyters in the Church, to use your influ-

ence in furtherance of the cause of Christ in China. It is but a
little time we have to labor, and we have no time for trifling or

delay. Could you but see the half of what I see every day,—the

idols under every green tree, and on every high hill ; the incense
and offerings burnt to the devil; and the thousand unnamed and
nameless proofs of the prevalence of mind-debasing and soul-ruin-

ing idolatry
;
you would need no inducement to urge you on to

greater diligence and exertion. Pardon the freedom that your
youngest brother thus uses. I am sometimes sad, and my heart
is sometimes sick within me ; and therefore I thus write. Pray
for me, teach your people to pray for the heathen, and for your
brethren that labor among them. I hope to hear from you soon.
In the meantime, I remain your brother in the Lord,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, December 9th, 1842.
My Dear Mother—

.... I am lonely, and am besides rather perplexed with the af-

fairs of our mission. However, I do not think it will be so long,
and besides I trust I have learned to say

I sure
Have had enonah of bitter in my cup,
To show that never was it his design,
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Who placed me here, that I should live at ease,

Or drink at pleasure's fountain. Henceforth then
It matters not, if storm or sunshine be

My future lot ; bitter or sweet my cup
;

I only pray, God fit me for my work !

God make me lioly, and my spirit nerve
For the stern hour of strife ! Let me but know
There is an arm unseen that holds me up,

An eye that kindly watclies all my path

Till I my weary pilgrimage have done.

December 13th. The Sea dueen has at last arrived at Singa-
pore after being out forty days from Manila, and in all one hun-
dred and twenty from China. I am glad she has got there, but
hope to be excused from ever making a passage in her again. The
navigation of the China Sea is exceedingly uncertain. A vessel

which left Macao August 16, arrived in Singapore October 16,

being sixty days on the way. Another vessel, an American, which
left Macao October 8, arrived at Singapore October 18, being only
ten days on the way ! I mean to patronize American vessels

hereafter. I have been greatly struck with that text, " It is not in

man that walketh to direct his steps." The reason why I went in

the Sea Q,ueen rather than in the Oneida was, that it was expected
that the former would arrive much sooner than the latter. I should
have got to Singapore and might have come back in the same ves-

sel to China almost as soon as I did. She left China nearly three

weeks after the Sea Q,ueen, got to Singapore before we got to

Manila, stayed there tw^o months, and came back here in November.
It might have altered the whole course of my future life, had I

gone in her ; and would probably have saved me an amount of

suffering, bodily and mental, that few are called to endure in so

short a time. But what is past cannot be recalled, and though I

have suffered, I should rather say because I have suffered, I trust

I am a wiser, and a better, and an humbler Christian than I was
;

and if I am not happier now, I may be hereafter, on account of

what has happened.

The bud may have a bitter taste,

But sweet will be the flower.

... I am at present just like a man who has stopped at an inn,

to wait for letters to direct his future course, and often feel very

deeply that " I am a stranger in the earth." Of one thing, how-
ever, I am truly glad, nothing has yet occurred that makes it

necessary that I should leave China, or that makes it at all proba-

ble that I shall have to do so ; there is scarcely anything tliat I

dread more than the idea of leaving my missionary work. . . .

I remain affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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Macao, December 17th, 1842.

My Dear Father—
The Bazaar arrived here to-day from Singapore, of which I was

informed by havinjr a packet of letters sent to me. Opening it, I

found letters for Mr. Buell, Mr. McBryde, Dr. Hepburn, and, to

my great satisfaction, two for myself, one of which was from you,

dated May 12th. I read it very speedily, and could hardly refrain

from tears as I did so. Had you known precisely my feelings at

the present time, you could' hardly have written anything more
appropriate than its conclusion. It was written to encourage me
in trials, and to point me to the sure source of consolation. Trials

have coDie upon me within the last twelve months, wave after

wave, and each one, like Job's messengers, more severe than the

preceding, and for awhile I thought I could hardly sustain them.

My leaving home was a trial, but for that I was prepared by long

expectation, and sustained by special communications of grace.

My delays in the Sea Queen, and the exceedingly unpleasant ac-

conmiodations there tried me much more severely
;

but it was
profitable, and taught me many useful lessons, the benefit of which
1 experienced when shipwrecked in the Harmony. Besides these

outward trials, I have experienced much anxiety in deciding on
the best course to be pursued in relation to the China mission.

In these circumstances you can scarcely understand how much I

was encouraged by that train of thought which connects our tribu-

lations here, and our poor weak services, with the glory of the Sa-
viour, and the inconceivable displays of his wisdom, justice, love,

and mercy, as manifested to the universe on the judgment day !

.... The Foreign Missionary pleases me much. I determined,

soon as I saw it, to write something for its pages, and hope to be
able to send you some little articles soon.

As to the brethren who have decided not to come out here with-
out wives. I suppose the best way is for each one to be well per-

suaded in his own mind. I have seen enough to make me think
that most missionaries ought to be married, provided they can get
suitable wives. If they are not provided in that respect, by the
time they are ready to leave, and there is a call for their services,

it might be a cpiestion whether they are not called to go out alone.
As far as I am personally concerned, I am satisfied that the course
I took was the best, and I should probably act in the same way,
if in the United States again. . . .

Aflfectionately your son,

W. M. Lowrie.

Macao, December 24th, 1842.
My Dear Mother—

Yesterday was a happy day for me. You know how I have
been disappointed hitherto about getting my letters. They had
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all gone on to Singapore, and when the Bazaar came up, and did

not bring them, I was afraid that I might have a long time to wait
yet, before tliey came to hand. Yesterday morning Mr. Hridge-

man's servant came over from Hong Kong, and brought me a
packet that iiad been sent there by mistake. I opened it, and be-

hokl, one, two, three, four, yes, fourteen letters, from father and
mother, and John C, and Elizabeth, and John M. I put up my
Chinese books in all haste, and sent off to tell my teacher he " need
not come to-day," and then—did not I have a feast? You do not

know what a letter is worth in the United States. When you are

separated only a few hundred miles, and have regular mails, it is

nothing ver}^ special to have a letter once a month or so. But
^vhen the sun is shining on you, w^iile your friends are sleeping

on the other side of the world, ah, that is a different thing. My
first emotion was one of sincere gratitude for such a favor ; and
my second, perplexity which to open first ; and you would have
been amused could you have seen me, while I was reading. Some-
times I laughed till the tears came into my eyes ; sometimes a
sentence brought other tears, and yet not tears of sorrow these

;

and sometimes a sigh escaped me, as I thought of the blasted hopes

and disappointments implied in some of the various itetns of news
that met my eye. I seemed to be among you again, and lived

over the day of parting, and the few preceding weeks. And yet,

eleven months and more have passed since then ! and what re-

markable things have happened in that time ! at least to myself,

for as far as I can gather, you have had but few important changes
since I left.

If you think I am going to be tired of the length and common-
placeness of your letters, how am I to suppose you will receive my
voluminous journals and letters? Inasnmch as I have the vanity

to suppose that the latter will be all read, notwithstanding their

prodigious length, you need not suppose I shall '• skip" any of

yours.

.... I am well, and contented, and happy, though still some-
what lonely, and occasionally perplexed. My future movements
are still uncertain.

With much affection, and many fond remembrances,
I remain truly yours,

W M. LOWRIE.

Macao, December 27th, 1812.

James Lenox, Esa.

—

My Drar Sir :—I have lately received, by the Bazaar, a volume
of the British Reformers, which my father informs me is from

yourself. The receipt of it gave me much |)leasure, not mer^'ly

on account of the intrmsic worth of the book, but principally Ite-

cause it assured me I was still kindly remembered in a family,

with which my intercourse, though short, was very pleasant.
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A missionary to China, I fiiul, has need of a good many qualifi-

cations ; and at present, it seems probable that one quahfication of

which he will fnid peculiar need, is a thorough acquaintance with

the writings and spirit of the ancient reformers from Popery. One
of the very greatest dilliculties witli which we shall have to con-

tend, will arise from the opposition of the Roman Catholics. It is

impossible to say how many native Roman Catholics there are in

China. Probably the accounts their priests give of their numbers
are exags^e rated ; but it is certain there are many. Their priests,

too, are far more numerous than the Protestant missionaries
; and

being all unmarried, and many of them zealous, and active, and
enterprisiufr. they l)id fair to go far ahead of Protestant missions.

1 do not think that their celi!)acy is any advantage in the long run,

nor would I wish to see many unmarried Protestant missionaries

here ; but a few of the right spirit are greatly needed. If we had
some twenty or thirty single men, of thoroughly cultivated minds,

and prepared to submit to trials and privations to which a lady

ought not to be exposed, I should not. humanly speaking, be much
afraid of the contest with Popery in China. At present, however,
there is no prospect whatever of such a band coming out to join

us ; and the few who are here are scarcely able,—indeed we are

not able,—to occupy the ports already thrown open, but must
stand still and see the Popish priests go, not tw^o and two, but by
sixes and tens, and establish themselves in every place where a
foothold can be gained. Already they have erected a bishoprick

at Shanghai, though I have not heard that a single Protestant
missionary is going there. I do not think that many of the priests

in China, or in that swarming Romish hive, Luconia, are men of

much ability, or of extensive acquirements. Some of them, how-
ever, are; and they will easily make up in numbers what they
lack in mental culture, while the perfect subordination of their

system gives them advantages which we look at, but cannot hope
to equal. There is, indeed, scarcely anything in reference to

China that gives me so many distressing apprehensions as the
activity of the Romish priests, contrasted as it is with the apathy
of Protestant churches in England and America. England has
only three, and iVmerica only thirteen missionaries actually in

China; and if the whole number laboring for China were col-

lector!, they would not amount to thirty, of whom not more than
one-half are qualified by acquaintance with the language for effi-

cient labor. It is true that the God we serve is able abundantly
to produce the greatest effects by the few^est and simplest means,
but the time does not seem yet to have come when a nation shall

be born in a day ; and till that time comes, perhaps I should say,

in order that it may come, we must use means in some degree
proportioned to the results we hope for. But I have filled up my
sheet with what, perhaps, will not be very interesting to you. I

had no intention of writing at all on this subject when I took up
my pen, but the mention of the British Reformers led my mind to
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a subject that often has a painful interes:t to me. T cannot see

throuirii it. but T feel (hat we who labor in Cliina will have 2freat

need of the " faith and patience of the saints" of olden times, if

we expect to maintain our standing: here aofainst the last efforts

and lons:-protracted dying agonies, for such I believe they will be,

of the man of sin.

I often think of you, and of the pleasant Sabliatb T spent at

New Hatnbnrfrh. It would give me great pleasure to hear from
you at any time

; a letter^ in these ends of the earth, is an object

of great value. . . .

I am, with much respect and esteem, truly yoius,

*W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, December 29th, 1842.

My Dear Father—
Since my letter of December 17, sent by the Delhi. T have re-

ceived yours of February 22 and Marcli 12, May 3, and June 4,

for all of which I am under very great obligations to you. It is a
httle remarkable, that thous!"h you have probably less time for

writing than anv of the family, vet you have written more than
all the rest of them put together, and given me more news. Many
particulars in your letters have interested me very deeply, particu-

larly those concerning the funds, and your efforts to increase them,
and vour accounts of Princeton students, and the prospect of more
missionaries. As to the former subject, I fear it will be many years

before the Church comes up even in a moderate deirf^c to her duty.

Indeed. T have long thought, that the present generation of Chris-

tians will never do all that maybe expected. As long as a Clnis-

tian man is allowed to give five dollars for his annual subscription

to the missionary work, and the next day buy fifty dollars worth

of tulips, and yet retain his standing in the church, I have little

hopes of seeing the right spirit prevail. I have thought, therefore,

for vears, that our hopes are in the Sabbath schools. None are so

easilv interested in missions as children, and none may be so easily

trained to proper principles as they. I have sent by the Akbar
four letters to Sabbath-school children. They are just such as I

used to speak to the children of my Sabbath-schools, and nothing

that ever I said interested them so much. They are intended for

the Foreign Missionary, and I shall proliably send some more soon.

If they are judged suitable, I can furnish a good number of them
gradually. Of course oris^inality is not the main thing in such

artidl'-^. althousfh T know that to four-fifths of the Sunday-school

childien. in our churches, even to those at your very doors, the

facts I have stated, and may yet state, will possess all the fresh-

ness of some new discovery. I have seen a whole school staring

with eves and mouth both, at the narration of the cojnmonest

facts in req-ard to the heathen ; and it is mainly for want of early

instruction and training in regard to the facts and principles of
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missions, that you find it so dimcuU to briiio: the churches to give

freely of their substaiice to further thein. This opiuioU is formed

on a more thorough knowledge of the real state of tlie case, than

is generally possessed. I hope to seud soon some thoughts on this

subject, founded mainly on facts that I have seen, and inferences

that seem to me to be justly drawji from them.

In regard to the students at the Seminary, I am greatly pleased

to hear that so much of the proper spirit prevails among them.

Nothing further occurs to me in reference to the propriety of men
waiting for wives, when they are in other respects ready to start,

in addftion to what I liave said before. I should be sorry to do it,

but let every man be well persuaded in his own mind I

am very anxious to have and here. I knew them both,

particularly the former, in College, and know of none at present in

the Seminary, so well qualified for this field. After we are fairly

established here, we can find work and places for a good deal of

variety in the character of our missionaries. At present, however,

we are very much in need of some six or eight of the " first chop;"

as a Chinaman w^ould say, " No. 1, good;" and until we are estab-

hshed, others would be rather in the way.

.... I propose to study Chinese pretty diligently for the next

three months ;
by that time I hope to hear from you, and to know

definitely who is coming, if anybody, and when. After that I may
have to go to Hong Kong, as all the missionaries will probably

leave this place in March.
With mucli love for yourself and all the family,

I remain your affectionate son, W. M. Lowrie.

Macao, December 29th, 1842.

Mr. John Lloyd—
My Dear John :—Though I have several friends, who, if they

knew I were writing to you, might think they had a prior claim
to yours just now, yet the associations and recollections of this

day lead my mind most strongly to yourself; and though I have
written one letter of some length to you since I came out, yet I

feel as if I wanted to send another. . . .

This day is (he anniversary of my spiritual birth
; eight years

ago to-day ! What would I not have given eight years ago, to

have been assured that I should persevere thus long in the Chris-

tian course ? If any one had shown me all the temptations and
trials I was to experience in that time, and then assured me that I

should survive them all, and be the better for them, I could scarcely

have believed him. Yet it has been so, and having obtained help
of God, I continue to this day, and humbly hope, that through
him I shall persevere even to the end. I trust he has taught me
to look upward both for strength and for happiness, and more so
lately than ever before. My soul doth, therefore, magnify the
Lord.
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I spent the greater part of this afternoon in reading over your
letters. I wish I had yourself here to talk to, for I sometimes feel

a little lonely
;
especially as both my colleagues are at present at

other stations, and it will be some little time before we can get

together.

So many things crowd upon me, that I hardly know what to

write about. I could easily tell you a long story of adventures
and perils, and strange sights and scenes, and wonderful deliver-

ances, but I have not time for that, and you will probably see

some of them in the Chronicle. Many of them 1 must reserve for

your private ear, " when we meet in Pekin, China," as you said

in one of the letters I read this afternoon. I am now de-

voting some five or six hours daily to Chinese; and though as

yet I have made little progress, (it is only a month since I com-
menced it regularly,) yet ] feel somewhat encouraged. It will be

long, however, 1 fear, before I can speak it at all ; and I fear that

at best, 1 shall have to speak " with stammering lips and another

tongue, to this people." Owing to uncertainty as to my future

location, I have thought it best to connnence the Court dialect,

(commonly called the Mandarin.) which is not spoken, except by
the literati and public othcers. My progress will, on this account,

be slower at first, but I think more rapid, steady, and successful in

the end.

1 know you are anxious to know how I feel about matters and
things in general, and though it is yet too soon to speak definitely,

yet to you I can speak freely ; for you will know how to account
for it, if I should afterwards change my opinions. So far, my fears

have been mostly disappointed, and my expectations more than
realized. I think that for two or three years before leaving the

United States, I had as little romance in regard to missions, as

any one could have, who had never been actually on heathen
ground. Consequently I have not been disappointed. Parting with

friends was a sore trial, but I had so long expected it, and prayed

for sustaining grace, that I found it far less difficult to bear than

I had anticipated. It was a great relief to me that it was cjuickly

over. The ship left the wharf at half-past twelve, and I was truly

glad that none of my friends came with me to the Hook. I have
at present no wish to return. Since I landed in China 1 have, as

you are aware, had a pretty full share of trials. Now no chas-

tisement for the present is joyous but grievous. So I found them.

Nevertheless, although the remembrance of them is yet fresh, and
the unpleasant effects of them still continue to a degree, yet from

what I have already felt, I am fully assured that " afterwards they

shall yield to me the peaceable fruits of righteousness." In gen-

eral the year, (it is nearly a year,) which has past since I left New
York, has been one of the happiest I have ever spent ; and I now
look back on it with as much satisfaction as any other expial por-

tion of my lite, perhaps I should say with more satisfaction. I

came out almost unwillingly. I felt loath to leave a field I had
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long desired to occupy : I have not found everything here arranged

as 1 desired, nor have I been able to accomphsh all that I wished.

I have been in unpleasant society : I have suffered in body : I

have hung in the Jaws of death for hours together, not expecting

to live from one nionient to another : I have been obliged to wait

for months and months for letters from home, and I am now in a

station where I have no colleagues in the same mission, and do

not expect to have for some montlis
;
and yet with all these ad-

verse circumstances, I am glad I came, and pray that I may be

suffered to remain. The work is great ; there is plenty of it. A
wide and effectual door is opened, there are few to enter, while

the enemy is very busy sowing tares. 1 do not think there is that

promise of immediate usefulness here that there is in many other

places. 1 hardly hope to see such churches formed here soon as

have been formed in Africa, and in India, and in the islands of the

sea. Indeed, I may never have the privilege of seeing any Christian

church formed here
;
yet, notwithstanding all this, I think the

prospect of usefulness is very great indeed
;
and for men of the

right spirit and qualifications, who are willing to wait for the fruit

of their labors till they enter heaven, if it be their Master's will

that they v/ait thus long, I know of few fields so inviting. At
present, T think the great difficulty is the language

;
but every year

this difficulty is becoming less, as new facilities in the way of books

for its acquisition are being prepared, and places are opened where
free intercourse with persons w^ho speak it in its purity is allowed.

In a few years I think it will not be considered a very difficult

task for persons of good common sense, perseverance, and ordinary

abilities to acquire it. At present, however, let nobody who can-

not study Latin and Greek, and who is subject to the dyspepsia,

come out to China. They had better go elsewhere. Such being
my views, dear brother, I have some commands to lay upon you,—

•

the first and chief of which is, get ready to come out here as quick
as you can. I am going to write to father, and tell him to catch
you by the back of the neck and put you down in the hold of one
of Mr. Olyphant's ships, if you ever talk of going to any other part

of the world. I'll take charge of you out here. Seriously, though,
I want you and to come out to China ; and if either of

you do not come, I shall expect a very satisfactory and length-

ened communication from you, showing good reasons for not
doing it. I speak of you two in particular, because I think
you as well (puilified as any of the missionary students I know
in the Seminary, for this field. The second command is, to

pay considerable attention to the Roman Catholic controversy
;

you may find neec\ for it here. Thirdly, in regard to wives
; if

you can get good ones, get them by all means ; but I beg you not
to delay coming for want of them.* Shall the heathen perish, and
your period of active labor, short at best, be rendered still shorter,

because you cannot come alone to labor, where merchants spend
their ten, twenty, and thirty years, in celibacy, for the sake of
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gain ? . . . Spend your vacations in looking: for wives. (Dr. 's

advice to the contrary, notwithstnndinix.) but do not keep tlie sliip

in waiting-. I do not know how I sliall s^et alonji^ without one.

There is at present no prospect of my JX^^ttinsr one, but lam not
sorry that I took the course I did in this matter. My opinions

may chansi'e hereafter: when they do, perha|)s I'll tell you.

I could write much more—indeed, 1 feel loath to stop, but I

must write another letter or two to-nic^ht, as the vessel goes soon.

Dear brother, how often I think of you, and long to see you !

The memory of joys that are past is sweet to my soul.

That the richest of heaven's blessings may ever rest upon you
is the prayer of

Your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.



CHAPTER V.

1843.

RESIDENCE IN MACAO—VOYAGE UP THE COAST—DESCRIPTION OF AMOT AND

CHANG CHOW—RETURN TO MACAO.

In the early part of the year, Mr. McBryde and his wife were

obhged to leave Ciiina on account of the failure of his health

;

and in the summer, Dr. Hepburn and his family arrived at Macao,

fioin Singapore. Mr. Lowrie spent his time chiefly at Macao,

engaged in the study of the Chinese language, and preaching on

the Sabbath to the American and European residents of that

place. In August he commenced a voyage to the noith, with tlie

intention of visiting all the newly-opened cities, to make inquiries

as to their relative advantages for missionary labor. His descrip-

tion of Amoy and Chang Chow, will be found in the following

journals. Proceeding from Amoy to the north, owing to contrary

winds, the voyage was slow, and they were several times driven

to seek for shelter on the coast, by stress of weather. After al-

most reaching Chusan, the vessel was driven back by the north-

east monsoon, and the voyage was then relinquished.

In the mean time the Executive Committee had decided to oc-

cupy three stations in China,—one in the Canton province, one
at Amoy, and the other at Ningpo or Shanghai, as might be

found most eligible. Dr. Hepburn was assigned to Amoy, and
after being once driven back by a severe gale, he reached his

field of labor in October.

During his residence at Macao, the correspondence of Mr.

Lowrie with the Executive Committee at home was very full, and
cont,ained much information of great service to them in deciding

on the various questions relating to the missionary work in this

great field of labor. Active preparations were made by them
during this year to send out a large missionary force, which will

be noticed in the proper place.

At the close of this chapter will be found a proclamation of
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Sir Henry Pottinger, "Her Britannic Majesty's plenipotentiary,

&c. (fee," censuring the visit of Messrs. Abeel and Lowrie to the

city of Chang Chow. This proclamation, and the letter to the

Chinese authorities, are extraordinary papers, in more respects

than one. They were uncalled for,—no complaint had been

made, and Sir Henry himself became the informer. They were

insulting and arrogant, for he censures American citizens, who
were in no respect amenable to him, or subject to his jurisdiction.

They were based on a false assumption, for the supplementary

treaty had not then been published, and no law or regulation had

been infringed. The inference that they passed themselves for

Englishmen was equally gratuitous, and was contradicted in the

very account that drew forth his impotent rebuke. There is some-

thing ludicrous, moreover, in tiie charge that two unarmed and

peaceable men had forced their way among fifty thousand men,

and there bearded their highest oflJicers. Mr. Abeel was absent,

and the duty devolved on his associate in the alleged trespass,

to assert their rights as American citizens, and to decline the ju-

risdiction so arrogantly assumed. Had he used much stronger

language,, few of his countrymen would have been displeased.

Macao, January 27th, 1843.

Rev. John M. Lowrie—
My Dear Cousin :—The greatest difficulty now is with the

language I am by no means discouraged, and, if my life is

spared, hope that I shall yet be permitted to do something in this

great field. But alas for these millions that are going down to

death! Who shall break unto them the bread of life? There
are only sixteen Protestant missionaries actually in China, and
the half of these know too little of the language to be as yet of

any direct service. Like the two loaves and the little fishes, what
are these among so many ? Oh for the presence and blessing of

that Saviour who can multiply the bread of life, thus spread be-

fore the multitude, till they shall all eat and be filled !

It requires a great deal of faith and grace to be a missionary.

Here I am away from Christian privileges, and precluded, in great

measure, except by writing, from opportunities of direct usefulness;

removed from the kindly influences of Christian public opinion
;

surrounded by everything that is calculated to deaden the Chris-

tian graces; and eno^aged in a study in itself exceedingly dry, and
which, in addition, promises to keep me for several years before I

can call myself a proficient. I know not how I shall bear up
against these adverse influences. Hitherto the Lord has sustained

me, and I know that his grace is still more than sufficient. Thus
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far I have enjoyed great peace of mind and satisfaction in my
course. The only thmg I have to complain of, is my want of

more love to God, and zeal in his service. Oh, it is a sad thing

to see these poor heathen blindly going on in their errors, and yet

not be able to say a word to warn them of their danger. This is

especially sorrowful, because this sense of inability is apt to make
one careless. It is a temptation that comes with strong force at

times, "Since yon can do nothing, why trouble yourself about their

condition? Why should you feel sad, when your sadness will not

help them ?' Yet it is not so ;
because, if the heart is affected for

them, it will prompt to greater diligence in laboring and praying

for them.

The thirtieth of this month is the Chinese new year—a time of

great festivity,and rejoicing, of firing of crackers and offering of

incense, of sending presents and displaying finery
;
and the people

around seem to be making great preparations. Nearly all the

shops are gaudy with tinsel and pictures, and gaily painted lan-

terns, aiid toys of various kinds, though there is not nearly so

much show and display here as in Canton.

Mv impressions of China, as a field of labor, have been much
improved since I came out here

;
and after we once get free access

to the people, I do not think the language will be found to be a

very formidable obstacle. It will always be difiicult, perhaps more
so than any other spoken language ; but I am inclined to think

its difficulties have been greatly overrated. The tones, which are

now so formidable, will, I think, be found to present but few diffi-

culties, when the restrictions to free intercourse with the people,

which liave hitherto been so great, are removed. But prayer and
patience, as Elliot says, will accomplish all that is needed, though
in eacli of these I am but too deficient.

You will see from tliis letter, how much my thoughts are run-

ning upon one subject. Indeed, I do little else but think about
the language, to which I give the best part of each day. I com-
monly commence about nine o'clock, and study as constantly as I

can till four, p.m.; though there is always an hour or two of in-

terruplions. I do not think it wise to give more tiiiie than this,

though I often feel as if 1 should like to live in Chinese. Pray for

me
; 1 am in great need of help from above.

With best wishes, I remain.

Your affectionate cousin,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, February 3d, 1843.
My Dear Mother—
Why does not the Morrison come in ? We have heard three

weeks ago by overland mail, that she was to leave September 17.

If so, she ought to have been here ten days ago. I have gone up
to the upper terrace in our garden every day, and looked out to
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see if any ship was coininj^ in
;
but not one. She ouglit to bring

three months' later news, and letters in any quantity.

I often wonder what sort of letters I sball get, wben the news
of my disasters shall have readied you. For a while my letters

went like Job's messengers, each one worse than the one before.

Whether the worst has come yet, I do not know. Generally I am
quite cheerful, and the little folks take great liberties with me, to

my great " contentation." But sometimes I am melancholy, often

sad, and occasionally an undefined anxiety clouds my mind.
Who knoweth what a day may bring forth ? After what I have
already ex}3erienced, how can I tell whence the next storm shall

arise ? But the " Lord reigneth. Let the earth rejoice." Here-
after we shall see perfectly

Truly yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, February 24th, 1843.

My Dear Mother—
.... I have just heard that Mr. Canfield [of the African mis-

sion,] is dead. This was unexpected and most distressing news,
though I never thought that either he or Mr. Alward would endure
that climate as well as I probably would have done. If the hand
of God's providence had not so remarkably brought me here in

spite of myself; and preserved me through dangers, when time
and again it seemed as though I should be overwhelmed in the

waves, I should almost wish that I had gone to Africa. The
curse seems still to rest on Africa. Ethiopia stretches out her

hand, but her teachers are removed far off. She still sits in dark-

ness. Oh that light may speedily arise upon her ! At times I

can hardly help wishing myself there, if it were only to escape the

drudgery of this terrible language. Yet I do not see much reason

for discouragement so far
;
counting up the other day, I found my-

self master of more than six hundred characters, which, for only
three months' uninterrupted attention, is pretty good progress;

better than I expected. By the time tlie Chinese tailor '• rubs a
crowbar down to a needle," I hope to understand the language
pretty well. But when will that be?

February 25th. Saturday night ! How many, many thoughts

of former days and former joys crowd around me, as I lay by my
books and papers, to prepare for the coming Sabbath ! How the

time rolls on ! It seems but a day since the ship left the wharf,

in my own native land
;
yet more than a year has flown away,

and I have passed through scenes that make me feel as if many
years had been crowded into one. I have seen joy and sorrow

since that time. I have felt my heart unlifted as on eagles' wings,

and again it has sunk to the earth. I have looked upon the ocean

when calm as a sleeping infant's slumbers. I have laid my hand

upon its foam-crested waves, and felt that a half-inch plank and
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a slender cord alone preserved me from going down like lead in

the mighty waters. I have seen plan after plan fail, and hope

after hope disappointed. I have stood a solitary stranger amidst

thousands who spoke a different language, without being able to

utter a word that they could understand. Again and again have

I been taught to say, " I am a stranger in the earth." Yet, with-

al. Ught has arisen to me in darkness, joy has come to me in sor-

row, and hope has sprung up after disappointments
;

for "tribula-

tion worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience

hope, and hope inaketh not ashamed." The love of God is shed

abroad upon me, by the Holy Ghost, and the grace of Christ is

sufficient for me. Would I go back? no! Do I regret that I

came J no ! Lonely I am at times
;
sorrowful often

;
perplexed,

but not in despair ; cast down, but not destroyed. The past is

gone, but its pleasant remembrances and painful lessons remain
;

and deeply as some of them have been felt, already I can say,

" The sunshine to the flower may give

The tints that charm the sight,

But scentless would that flowVet hve

If skies were always bright.

Dark clouds and showers its scent bestow,

And purest joy is born of woe."

The future is still future, long or short, happy or mournful, " all

to me unknown ;" but I know what is far better, " The Lord
reigneth, let the earth rejoice." . . .

Yoms affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, April 9th, 1843.

My Dear Mother—
.... Saturday night again ! more than one-fourth of this year

is already gone. It sometimes seems to me that I shall welcome
with joy, the time when the shadows shall stretch out and tlie

evening draw near. Yet how soon it may come ! Three weeks
ago, Mrs. Dean had as good prospects of long hfe as any of us

;

but the grass is already growing over her grave, and her labors

and toils are over forever. She is in the haven, while her fellow-

voyagers are still buffeting with the stormy sea. She is singing
before the throne, while we hang our harps upon the willows and
weep. Farewell.

Affectionately yours,

W. M. Lowrie.

Macao, May 14th, 1843.
My Dear Mother—

... It is Sabbath night, and though I do not often write letters

on this day, yet occasionally I feel it a privilege to spend a part of
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this day in epistolary correspondence of a particular kind. 1 do
not do it for the sake of saving time, but on the same principle

that would induce me, if in America, to diversify the exercises of

the day by Christian conversation with those around me. Before
breakfast this morning, a Chinaman came to my door with a
couple of letters, sent to me from Hong Kong. They were from
father, dated Aug. 30th and December 13th, 1842, both overland,

but delayed a good deal in arriving. After breakfast, I spent some
time in preparing for preaching. 1 preacii now every Sablxith in

the chapel here, being the only clergyman in Macao except Mr.
McBryde, who is not able to preach. Just as I was about to go to

the chapel, a bundle of letters and papers from the " Paul Jones,"

came in. I had a week ago received half a dozen letters, and
supposed there were no more ; these had gone to Canton by mis-

take, and now were returned. It was quite a temptation, but I

left them unopened till I returned from church, and then found
one from brother John, one from father, and one from yourself,

dated December 28th and 3()th. Dear mother, I cannot express

my thanks to you sufficiently for that letter. You seemed to fear

that it would afford me little gratiiication, but it has been the most
interesting letter I have yet received from you. I like " news"
very well, but I like kind words and warm expressions of affection

a great deal better, when I k)ww that they come unstudi«jd from
the heart. I cannot describe to you how nmch I value sucli a sen-

tence as "It is past nine o'clock and all are waiting for me for

prayers, where we always remember ' him in di foreign land.' " It

brought the warm tears to my eyes, (1 can hardly see now,) pic-

tured before me—oh, how distinctly ! the scenes of other days,

when I too knelt with you, and when my voice was heard among
you. I could see again the quiet room with its cheerful fire, and
the table with its well-remembered cover and lamp, and the family

Bible with its broken binding, and each familiar face, aye, and the

accustomed seat in which each one sat. I could hear the voice

that read ; I almost fancied I could join in the familiar tune that

was sung

—

and so I can^ though separated from you by half the

circumference of the world. The praises we sing, though sung on
opposite sides of the globe, ascend to the same gracious God, and
the prayers we offer reach the same mercy-seat, and the same
grace that sustains you is sufficient, more than sufficient, for me.

Tell Mrs. C. if you see her, that it has greatly cheered me to liear

that her prayers have been offered for me, for I have learned to

place a high value on the prayers of others, however unknown
they may be to the world. How do we know but that in the

world to come, we sliall lind much of our usefulness attributable

to the prayers of those who remembered us, when we knew not

that they ever thought of us.

" Little Sam is gone, and you are gone, and soon it will be said,

they are aU gone ;" and if sonn^ why regret that one has fmished

his journey a few hours sooner than the rest, and another gone by
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a different route ? Are we not strangers here, and do not stran-

gers sojourn but a short time in the land of their pilgrimage, and
are not pleasant companions often obliged in their voyages to pur-

sue different roads? When the journey is over, we will recount

our toils, and how we have been led by ways we knew not. Oh,

how true is that! I have been led like a blind man, by a way I

knew not, but already, if I am not mistaken, I see it was the best

way.
My journal has afforded you pleasure, more than I thought it

would ; b\it in heaven we shall need no journals, and shall then

rightly estimate the importance of every step we took. We shall

then see through what dangers we have passed, when we least

suspected they were so near; we shall see how an angel was sent

in this place to sustain us, and in that an evil spirit driven away.

We shall see how influences that we did not dream of were direct-

ing our course, and as we contemplate the wonderful network of

our history, we shall more and more admire the wisdom and good-

ness of Him by whom our bodies were so " curiously wrought,"

and our actions so carefully ordered. We shall be at home then,

and shall "go no more out."

How pleasant is the Sabbath ! It comes to me in this heathen
land, to tell me that even here God is gracious ;

but there where
one unending Sabbath prevails, there shall be no painful sights

of unhallowed desecration, no strivings with inbred sin, no weari-

ness ;
we shall go no more out, nor wish to go, for there is fulness

of joy in the presence of God, and at his right hand are pleasures

for evermore. I sometimes feel as if I did not want to live any
longer; surely "I would not live always ;" but when I look round
and see these poor heathen, I think that perhaps I may do some-
thing. I am willing to stay, and when I think of Him who hath
done so much for me, I am dumb. Here am I, Lord ; do with me
as thou wilt.

But I must close for the present.

Affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, May 17th, 1843.

Mr. John Lloyd—
My Dkar John:—Your long, long expected letter reached me

eijiht or nine days ago. I was very glad indeed to hear froui you,

for I had not expected to be sixteen months without a letter from
my old crony. But no matter, I'll pay you for it when you come
out here. I shall expect to see you in China before the end of

next year, without fail. The various items of your letter were
very satisfactory to me, as they recalled many old associations.

I proceed to answer some inquiries you have made. ... As to the

Chinese climate, I have not as yet sufficient experience to speak
fully about it. I have been nearly a year here, and during that
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time have not had one day's sickness, and have taken only one
dose of medicine. I think it prohable, however, tliat new comers
will be liable to fever and ague in most of tlie new ports, until

they become acclimated. The heat of summer is great ; the ther-

mometer now ranges above 80°
;
but it is not as bad as that of

India, and we have cool and bracing winters. Tliere is not com-
monly any frost or snow in this latitude, or at Amoy, but ice and
snow are both found at Chusan, Ningpo, and Shanghae, where I

think we sliall liave our principal stations.

As to the language, I suppose it pretty certain that the Chinese
is the hardest language in the world, except the Japanese

; which
is harder, because one must learn Chinese in order to learn Japan-
ese. But then a good many considerations remove the terror that

some of the Singapore missionaries were so anxious to excite on
this subject. 1. The language has been learned, and spoken
fluently and intelligibly, though not of course perfectly, i>y a num-
ber of persons witliin the last forty years ; and I have yet to learn

that any one of those persons possessed any remarka))le talent for

learning languages. My impression is, that not one of them pos-

sessed such a talent to any great degree. 2. The facilities for

learning the language, in the way of elementary books and free

access to the people, are vastly better than they were twenty years

ago ; and every year they are getting better. 3. The dialects

spoken in the north, are said to be easier, decidedly, than those

spoken in Canton and Fokeen provinces ; and it has been with
the dialects of the two latter, that foreigners have been most con-

versant. Several of those who have learned Chinese, were over

thirty years of age before they commenced it; two, 1 believe, were
over forty

;
yet they are making progress. I have not made any

" considerable attainments" yet. Owing to my various wanderings,

of which you have heard somewhat, it was six months after I got

here, before I began to study regularly. I have now been study-

ing regularly for about six months. I can read easy sentences
;

can talk a very little with my teacher; and I look forward with

hope to the future. Yesterday I told my teacher that the Chinese

was a hard language to learn, and 1 leared it would take me four

or five years to talk it well. He said, no, it was not hard ; and
that in one year I should be able to converse satisfactorily. I told

him he was flattering me ; but he said, " No, I am a very old man,
why should I flatter you?" So I said no more. I only believe the

half of what he says ; but even that is better than I expected. At
first the study was prodigiousli/ dvy—worse than anything I ever

undertook
; but now I begin to feel a good deal of interest in it.

Come out and study with me, and I can give you a good deal of

assistance. I am obliged to study with almost no assistance from

others, as the Pekin dialect, to which my attention is now directed,

is not attended to by any of the missionaries whom I have access

to. With your talents. I know you need not be afraid to com-

mence the language. Tell Hugh Brown I expect him to come
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here also ;
and I wish you would turn the attention of Br. Cul-

bertson to this field. A person, however, who does not make
pretty Reasonable progress in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, had bet-

ter not come to China for the present. The case may be different

a few years hence, when a greater variety of missionary labor can

be employed than is at present practicable.

I am serious when I say that I wish you and Brown and Cul-

bertson to regard this letter as a direct call to each of you to take

China into careful consideration before you conclude to go else-

where; and I trust you will be well satisfied that it is your duty

to do so, if you decline coming here. I would not speak so deci-

dedly if I did not think I had grounds for my opinion
;
but know-

mg you three, and this field as well as I do, I think it has very

strong claims upon you.

I recommend you to learn the radicals immediately, so as to be

able to write the whole of them off, and give the name and mean-

ing of each, without once looking on the book. You will find it

of incalculable advantage. I speak from experience. I also ad-

vise that by all means you learn to speak in the way that

recommends, i. e., by using the abdominal and intercostal muscles.

I am convinced that if you do so, it will facilitate your progress in

the most difficult part of the spoken language, the tones. The
reason why we find it so hard to use the Chinese tones easily, is

because of our habit of using the lungs instead of the abdominal

and intercostal muscles. I wish I had known this in America.

The time you spend in learning this will be by no means lost,

while, if you neglect it, I fear you will always regret it.

But it is past ten o'clock, and I must close for the night. Would
that I could see you. Pray for me ;

but I know you do so, and I

thank you for it. It does not surprise me to hear that I have
fallen into the general mass, and only come in under the general

prayer of •' Lord bless the missionary." It was -to be expected.

But there are a few who, I trust, will not so soon forget me. The
Lord ever be with you, and keep you, is the prayer of your
friend and brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, May 27th, 1843.

My Dear Mother—
One year ago to-day I landed in Macao. How it has flown

away ! It seems but as yesterday when I left the ship, feeling

that I was a stranger going into a strange place, and my heart

almost sunk witiiin me at the prospect before me. It seems but
as yesterday when I found myself suddenly among friends who
had been anxiously expecting me. The long and tedious voyage
in the Sea Queen is like a dream of the night that quickly passed
away

;
the sojourn in Manila like a tale that is told ;

the re-

membrance of the shipwreck in the Harmony, and the storm in



LETTERS. 201

the long-boat, returns only to call forth feelings of gratitude. I

thought after that, that my mountain w ould stand strong ; but it

was not so. I thought I might hope for many years of pleasant
intercourse with a colleague in the mission, but in a few days he
will have left the country. How rapidly have the last five months
passed away ! If the time to come flies as rapidly, I shall not
soon think myself an exile. But I do not feel like one, for things
around begiji to wear a familiar face, and though they may never
excite all the emotions that some remembered scenes do, yet here
would I live.

I have felt a great deal more of satisfaction since receiving an-
swers to my letters from China. It seems now as if a real corres-

pondence had commenced, and helps me to judge better how the
time passes. It gave me quite a new idea to think that I had re-

ceived letters dated three months after my shipwreck.

Ever truly yours, W. M. Lowrie.

Macao, June 30th, 1843.

My Dear Father—
The treaty between England and China was formally ratified

on Monday of this week (23d) at Hong Kong. A great deal of

hilarity and good feeling was said to prevail ; and the English
officers predict, with the utmost confidence, the permanence of the
friendship thus commenced. It is our prayer that it may be so

;

but I have judged incorrectly of the Chinese character if they do
not now feel very sore on the sul)iect. You will, of course, hear
the most contradictory reports on this subject. It is one on which
even here it is almost impossible to form a correct judgment. It

is sometimes amusing to hear with what perfect scorn the English
scout at the idea of the Chinese ever taking arms against them
hereafter; while, on the other hand, some of our American resi-

dents, and some of the best informed among them, predict with
almost equal certainty the speedy rupture of the present treaty.

I am inclined to think the truth lies between the two. As long
as the opium-smuggling continues—which, I suppose, will be as

long as men love money more than they fear God,—there will be

occasions of difficulty. How these difficulties are to be settled, will

depend very much on the officers whom the British Government
and other foreign nations may send out

; but it is too much to

hope that they will alwa3^s be settled peaceably. It is a great

comfort to be persuaded that the Lord reigneth, and that he holds

the hearts of tiie kings in his hands. If I may conjecture as to

the future, it is that there will i)e great changes in China ere long.

I do not see how it can be otherwise. The new influences that

must now be brought to bear upon them
;
the new and strange

sentiments that must now disturb the long-settled train of their

thoughts
; the various impressions of foreign men and foreign

things, that must now circulate through the land, slowly, perhaps,
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but certainly, cannot but excite tliouglit ; and God only knows
wiiere it will end. " I will overturn, overturn, overturn

;
and it

shall be no more : until he come whose right it is, and I will give

it him." In tlie mean time, while the field is open, let us enter in
;

while the ground is ploughed up, let us cast our seed with a lib-

eral hand. We may not see its growth, but the word of the Lord

shall not return unto him void. There can be no fears as to the

final result, though we can know but httle of the intermediate-^

steps

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, July 20th, 1843.

My Dear Father—
.... I find myself obliged to confess that the warm weather

has its effects upon me. For a month after it commenced I felt as

strong and as much disposed to study as ever ; but, for the last

two weeks, I do not feel able to sit at my books nearly so con-

stantly as before, nor to take such long walks as usual. I have
lost a good deal of my appetite, and they all tell me I look pale,

and thinner the n usual. Such is the worst side of the picture
;
on

the other hand, I am not sick, not low spirited, suffer no manner
of pain, can read and write, and laugh and talk as usual, and do

anything that does not require long and close mental effort. 1 sleep

soundly, and the time passes away rapidly. I don't expect to do
much studying for a couple of months to come. I had hoped to

be on my way to visit Amoy and Chusan ere this, but have not

yet found a suitable vessel, nor do I know of any. If one does
not offer soon, I shall be obliged to postpone it till some time in

September or October. . . .

Your journal of a day interested me very much. I would give

you something of the kind in return, but am really so ashamed of

each day's work for the present week, that I would rather not. I

managed to keep up what little I know of Chinese, and to add a
little to my stock

; to read some ; and write some ; to take a walk
every day

;
and to preach once a week to the English and Ameri-

can residents. As I have not yet brought myself to read otiier

men's sermons, I have connnonly to prepare one every week. This
takes a good deal of time and thought, and I sometimes feel as if

I ought not to do it, as the strength thus employed could be used
in fitting myself for my missionary life. Yet as there are some
who seem to fee! an interest in attending, and as I am the only
minister here, it does not seem right to neglect them altogether. I

should like to be among the Chinese.
Your suggestions about a Chinese dictionary are important, but

I hardly know what to say in regard to them ; it will be ti-me

enougli for me to tliink of such a thing, when I can call myself a
Chinese scholar. I make no pretensions to that name now, nor
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can I even guess when I shall deserve it ; and if I ever do deserve

it, I may pi< for some other kind of labor, l)esi(les dry dictionary

making. Still, I consider it a duty to keep something of the kind

in view. You of course will not mention that I do so, as I do not

wish it to be known. The thought that I may perliaps be of some
assistance in that way, is one thing which, with others, induces

me to study the Mandarin, and to prefer one of the northern ports.

I cannot tell you, my dear father, how nuich I value your let-

ters. The spirit of kindness and affection they breathe, is to me
most truly refreshing and delightful, and I sometimes almost feel

as if it was worth while to be separated from you in order to enjoy

them. But 1 do not altogether give up the hope of seeing you again,

though I have little expectation of seeing you in the United States.

When I get into my own house at Niiigpo, or some other regular

Chinese place, I mean to send you and mother a special invitation

to come and see me. I rather think, too, that you will find it hard

to refuse my invitation. With many affectionate thoughts of you,

and of all the members of our beloved family, I remain as ever,

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LoWRIE.

JOURNAL TO AMOY AND CHUSAN.

It appeared very desirable, that some member of our mission

should visit the ports of China, recently opened for foreign com-

merce, and make inquiries as to their suitableness for missionary

operations. Accordingly, I made such arrangements as would
allow me to be absent from Macao, for about two months ; and
having engaged a passage in an English vessel going up the coast,

I left Macao in the latter end of August, expecting, as the wind
was then favorable, to reach Chusan in ten days. We were, how-
ever, very unnecessarily delayed several days in Hong KonsT ; and
after getting out to sea, found, to our surprise, tliat the vessel was
very badly provided for a sea voyage, having no chronometer on

board, and a very insufficient supply of water and provisions. We
succeeded in reaching Amoy, and went some distance beyond it

;

but having been detained too long in Hong Kong, the monsoon
changed before we could reach Chusan, and our ill-provided vessel

was unable to make headway agamst it. After beating for several

days and making no progress, we found our provisions were run-

ning short, and seeing no prospect of soon accomplishing our

voyage, tiie passengers requested the captain to return to Amoy.
This was done, and the time for which 1 had made arrangements

to be absent, being now more than half elapsed, I thought it better

to spend a few days in Amoy, and tnen to return to Macao, rather

than to attempt to proceed against the monsoon to Chusan, which

would have been not only tedious, but very uncomfortable. In

consequence of this disappointment, it was not possible to gain all



204 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

the information that was desired—still, however, many things of

an interesting nature came under my observation, and peiliaps

the best way of presenting them, will be to give them as they

stand in a journal kept at the time.

August 26th. Left Macao in the morning, in the schooner

Thomas Crisp. She is to call at Hong Kong, stop a day at Amoy,
and then proceed to Chusan. The price of passage for the whole

voyage is one hundred dollars. There was quite a strong wind
shortly after we left Macao, and the weather becoming very misty,

we could not see our course among the islands, and were obliged

to anclior at the western end of Lantas, about twenty miles from

Macao. We remained at anchor nearly twenty-four hours.

August 27th. Sabbath—a beautiful day, and a favorable wind
—reached Hong Kong about three o'clock.

The vessel should have sailed on Monday, but was very unne-

cessarily delayed until Thursday morning. Having occasion to

go about from one part of Hong Kong to the other, and not wish-

ing to expose myself to the sun and rain, which at this season of

the year must be carefully avoided, I engaged a boat to be at my
complete control, (for a dollar a day.) The boat was long and
narrow, being perhaps fifteen feet in length and six in width in

its broadest part ; it had one mast with a mat sail, which could be

raised or lowered in a moment. It was owned by a man and his

wife, who made it their home, and gained their living by carrying

passengers and going of errands. They form part of the boat

population, which is so remarkable a feature in the aspect of this

part of China. At Macao, Hong Kong, and many other places in

the Canton province, and particularly at the city of Canton itself,

there are immense numbers of people who spend their whole lives

on the water. They are considered by those who live on shore as an
inferior race, and are scarcely allowed to form connections by mar-
riage, except among themselves. The size of their boats varies

very much, though the greater part of them are much smaller
than the one I had now engaged. At Whampoa I hav^e seen hun-
dreds of their boats, each the habitation of a family, that were
not more than ten feet in length and five in breadth. In these
they are born—here they live—they marry and are given in mar-
riage, and here they die. Tlie nuniber of people dwelling in boats
in the river near Canton, is estimated at near one hundred thou-
sand. Their boats are called Tan-kea boats, or egg-house boats,

because when covered, as they usually are, with a mat roof, they
bear a great resemblance in shape to an iigg. As may be sup-
posed, they are generally a very degraded and ignorant race, and
their ideas on religious subjects of the very low^est order. Yet,
there is not one of these boats, however poor in other respects, that
has not its little shelf or little apartment with an idol, and a cen-
ser—or if too poor for that, at least a bit of red paper with mys-
tical characters inscribed, and a few glittering ornaments, before
which incense sticks are daily burned.
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The boat I had engaged had a covering over the central part,

beneath which the family slept. In front, the man stood to row,
and beliind there was space for four or five persons to seat them-
selves comfortably, besides allowing the woman room to scull the
boat. Underneath this part were the cooking- utensils, fire-place,

and provisions; in the honse was a little cu|)hoard, perhaps two
feet square, and a roll of mats for a bed, and beneath the front

part, where the man stood, was a place to hold wood and water.
The back part where the passengers sit is covered with a mat
awning, forming an excellent shelter from sun and rain, and allow-

ing a free circulation of air. When the wind was favorable, they
hoisted the sail and the woman steered. When there was no
wind, the man rowed and the woman sculled.

They had two children, one a boy about three years old, and
the other a girl of seven months. The boy had no playmates,
few playthings, and but little playground, yet he seemed quite

happy and contented. Sometimes he sat by his mother and gazed
at the passenger

; sometimes he took the little hatchet and chop-
ped wood or hammered a stone ; and sometunes he lay down in

the little house and slept. But his chief amusement was to stand
by his father when rowing, and lean upon the oar. He thus ac-

quired without effort all the motions necessary in rowing. He
was especially delighted to stand on a little footstool and have it

turn over and throw him down, and when he succeeded in falling

he laughed most joyously. By way of precaution, a piece of light

wood was attached to his back, to keep him afloat if he should
chance to fall overboard. As for the little girl, her mother strap-

ped her on her back, and there she hung, her bare legs dangling
out, and her head swinging to and fro with the motion of her

mother's body as she sculled the boat. The couple seemed quite

happy, and were very civil and obliging. I frequently left articles

worth many times more than all the compensation they expected

from me, for hours together in their boat, and never lost anything.

August 31st. Got under way from Hong Kong about nine

o'clock, A. M., but having light and unfavorable winds, made very

slow progress. Obliged to come to anchor at night opposite Chek
Chu, on the southern side of the island.

Hong Kong is a small, irregularly-shaped island. Its entire

circumference is about twenty-seven miles, and a more hilly, rocky

place, can hardly be imagined. It seems on first sight almost im-

possible to discover a place suitable for a residence, and it is only

by cutting down the hills and levelling the ground, that suitable

building sites can be obtained. This leveUing of the ground is

one of the causes of the great expensiveness of building in Hong
Kong ; for it frequently costs from three hundred to a thousand

dollars merely to remove the stones and pr(^pare the ground for

building. The great reason why this island was selected by the

English, is found in the harbor, which is one of the finest in the

world. It was first taken possession of in January, 1811—and
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was officially acknowledged by the Chinese, and received by the

English, as a dependency on tlie Biitisli crown, in June, 1843. Its

population when taken possession of at first was about four thou-

sand ; hut it very soon increased wonderfully, on account of the

demand for laborers on the roads and houses, and the shops that

were established. Its present population must be near twenty

thousand, who are principally of the lower orders, though there

are soiue of the more respectable classes, and their numbers are

said to be increasing. It is to be feared that the island of Hong
Kong itself will never be a very good place for direct missionary

labors ; but its connnercial importance, and the large number of

natives residing in tlie neighboring islands, and on the shores of

the main land adjoining it, will always make it an object of im-

portance to have at least one station there. Nor should it be for-

gotten, that Hong Kong is in a manner the key of Canton prov-

ince, which contains a population of nineteen millions of inhabi-

tants,—being more than the whole population of the United States.

Shouhl China be thrown more widely open than it now is, (and he

who has opened it so wide already can as easily open it wider,) all

this vast number of people will be accessible to the missionary,

and it is chiefly from the stations at Hong Kong, that they must
be supplied.

During the voyage from Hong Kong to Amoy we passed in

sight of three of the great opium depots along the coast. These
three were Tong-san, How-tow-san, and Namoa. At these three

places, the opium dealers in Canton and Macao, have ships con-

stantly stationed to keep supplies of opium, and to them the

smaller vessels, or "opium chppers," as they are called, resort for

cargoes, which they carry to different parts of the coast and dispose

of always for silver. The number of vessels employed in this

tratfic is very great. A single mercantile house in Canton and
Macao, employs about fifty vessels, ships, barks, brigs and schoon-

ers, while another house has thirty or more.* These vessels carry

almost nothing but opium, and receive almost nothing in return

but silver. The laws of the Chinese against the introduction of

opium are very severe, but at present they are a mere dead letter

;

the opium smugglers laugh at them, and carry their vile drug reck-

lessly to all parts of the coast, where it is purchased by the

Chinese, and carried into different parts of the country. The
Chinese officers themselves, instead of strivmg to prevent its intro-

duction, connive at it, being frequently bribed for that purpose by

* The amount of capital embarked in the opium trade is enormous, as may be judged
of from the. number of vessels employed. Tile smallest of these vessels probably costs

the owners u[)\v:irds of .S.'),000 annually. A schooner like the or costs

from ^00 to l-2)0 doll irs a month merely for her sailing, i. e. wages, wear and tear;

so that the annual e.xpunsi' of one of the least of these messengers of evil, is greater
than the whole expenses of our mission in any year since its commencement; while
the brigs, barks, ami ships cost still more. This is merely for wages of the men and
officers, and the wear and tear of the vessel, and is exclusive of'all the money ex-
pended in purchasing the opium, storing it, and packing and repacking.
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the smiiG^o^lers. One of tlie very greatest dilliciilties in the way of
Christian missions in China, arises from the prevalence of the use
of opium

;
and it is to be feared tliat it will long continue in the

way. Wlien a man acquires a taste for opium, there is nothinii' he
will not do to gratify it ; and its use is most deleterious, ll injures

his bodily health, it stupefies his mental powers, and it dt-adcMis liis

moral feelings, and when the habit of using it is once coiilirmcd,

it is almost impossible to al)andon it. The fondness for opium is

one of the strong chains in which Satan bus bound this great
people, and it is a heart-sickening reflection, that this evil luxury
is supplied to them by the merchants of the two nations which
profess to be actuated by the purest Christianity. It is almost im-
possible to find a vessel going up the coast, which does not carry it.

September 5th. Reached Amoy. and was received with a hearty
welcome by the Rev. Mr. Abeel and Ur. Cumming. They were
the only missionaries then residing at Anioy, or rather at Ku-
langsu, which is a beautiful little island not more than one-fourth

of a mile from Amoy. The Rev. Mr. Boone of the American
Episcopal Board, and Rev. Mr. McBryde of our Board, were both
at this station for some time, but have been obliged to return to

the United States on account of ill health. It is the expectation

of each of them to return again, if liealth be restored.

In the evening after reaching Kulangsu, Dr. Cumming and
myself went over to Amoy to see the place. We crossed from
Kulangsu to Amoy for ten cash a-piece, (it takes eleven or twelve
cash to make a cent.) The boats in the Fuhkeen province are

few compared with those in the Canton province, and are not at

all to be compared with the latter, either for beauty, neatness or

comfort. The men in the small row-boats here reverse the usual
order of proceedings, for they stand up in the stern of the boats
to row, and place the passengers in the middle and bow of the

boat. The floating population in this province is small, and the

boats are seldom rowed by women. The people in general
seemed to have more prominent cheek-bones and flatter noses

than those I had seen in other parts of China
;
perhaps their flat

noses give them some advantage in uttering the abundant nasal
sounds of the Fuhkeen dialect.

We went first through several streets in the suburbs of the city,

then into the city itself, and walked half round it on the city wall,

which is wide enough for three or four persons to walk abreast,

and returned to Kulangsu a little after dark. ''Multitudes, multi-

tudes," was the impression that forced itself upon me in walking
through the crowded streets, and looking out over the close-built

environs of this great city. The suburbs are much larger than

the city itself, and most of the merchants' shops are there. Each
street, both within the city and in the suburbs, is closed at each

end by gates every night; all are narrow, and all are dirty. It

is hardly possible for foreigners to live in the close filthy quarters

generally occupied by the Chinese. We can live in houses like
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theirs with hat httle difliculty, hut their position is generally low

and damp, and their being so dirty and so closely crowded to-

gether, combine to render them unhealthy.

There is but httle hixury observable in Amoy, or splendor in

their sbops, like that seen in Canton, where the foreigners have

so long resorted. Almost all that was exposed for sale consisted

of the necessaries of life, articles to eat and drink and wear.

There were but few women in the streets, but many of them
gazed at us from the back doors of tlie houses as we passed. It

seems to be an almost universal custom in this province for the

females to wear flowers in their hair
;
the custom is not so preya-

lent in Canton province. If we stopped a moment in the streets,

crowds gathered around us. The children clapped their hands,

and the men gathered around us to examine our dress, and
seemed especially to admire my stature, but all were perfectly

civil. We stopped to ask the price of a picture. " A dollar and
a half," was the ready answer. " Oh, no !" said another, •' don't

you see they are teachers." •' Well you may have it for one

hundred and fifty cash," equal to twelve-and-a-half cents !

The country back of Amoy consists almost entirely of hills, the

bleakest and stoniest I ever saw. Except in the little secluded

valleys, not a tree nor a blade of grass was to be seen ;
but in

every little valley where there was fresh water and a few trees,

there were sure to be villages, and in proportion to the size of the

valleys did the villages increase in size. The green rice fields at

the foot of the bare and barren hills contrasted beautifully with
the rocks around them. The population of Amoy is variously

estimated, but two liundred thousand for the city and the suburbs
in its immediate vicinity, is the most common, and probably the

most correct estimatei The number of villages m sight from
Kulangsu is wonderful. Whence does all this vast population

draw its subsistence, for the country around does not appear capa-

ble of sustaining the tenth part of those who live here? Partly

from the sea, partly from commerce, and partly from the interior

of the country wliicli receives many foreign commodities from
Amoy. The Fuhkeen men are the New Englanders of China,
and their vessels make long voyages, going to all parts of the
Chinese coast, to Manila, to Borneo, to Singapore and to Java,

but not often venturing as far as India. A great part of the rice

used in other provinces is imported from the island of Formosa,
which lies about seventy miles to the eastward.

Nine opium ships were anchored close alongside of Amoy,
and also ttro vessels that had no opium on board. I was told,

on good autliority, that every man in Amoy who could afford to

buy opium was in the habit of smoking it. The Chinese officers

make no effort whatever to prevent its introduction, and I saw
opium pipes openly exposed for sale in the streets. A few years

ago it would have been almost as much as a Chinaman's hfe was
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worth, to have been detected in the sale of anything used in con-
suming the prohibited article.

The next morning (Sept. 7) Mr. Abeel and myself rose early

for a walk round the island of Kulangsu. It is about three miles

loug, not quite a mile broad, and is wonderfully diversified with
hill and dale. Small as it is, I have never seen so many beauti-

ful prospects in the same space. Every hill-top is crowned with
black and naked rocks, while every spot of ground that can be cul-

tivated is used (or rather vms used, for the Chinese are not now-

allowed to reside on the island, while it is occupied by the Eng-
lish troops,) either for houses, or rice grounds, or tombs. The pop-

ulation, previously to its being occupied by the British, has been
connnonly estimated at five thousand, but judging from the houses
still standing, and the ruins of those torn down, I should say, this

was a very moderate estimate. There may have been eight or

ten thousand persons, and from the style of the houses, it may be

inferred that many of the wealthier inhabitants of Amoy had
their common residences on this island. There are a number of

noble banyan trees, and my impressions of the island were very
favorable.

It was beautiful exceedingly. Perhaps it appeared more beau-
tiful from its dissimilarity to the bare and rugged hills of Hong
Kong and Macao, but it reminded me strongly of many scenes

long since, perhaps forever, passed. It was melancholy to see

the ruined houses, and to meet the English soldiers at every

step, for they told of violence and war. It was sad to look upon
these multitudes, all accessible, fall three luindred tlioiisand

souls, who might be visited by the missionary between sunrise

and nightfall, without his ever spending a night from home, and
instructed about the way of life ; but who is there to break to

them the bread of life ? One poor almost broken-down minister,

and one physician, who with stammering lips set before them the

w^ay of truth. Dr. Cumming's time is fully taken up in attend-

ing to the cases of disease that are brought to his house, and Mr.

Abeel daily converses with them, and distributes religious tracts,

besides having a service on the Sabbath for all who choose to

come. The attendance on Sabbath varies from thirty to eighty,

and the names and objects of the missionaries are now v.ell known,
and they are treated with much favor both by the rulers and the

common people.

Infanticide is very common in this province; very many in-

quiries have been made by the missionaries, and all the testimony

goes to prove that it prevails to a fearful extent. It is not saying

too much to affirm, that in the districts around Amoy, one-lifth,

or one-sixth of the children perish by the hands, or with the con-

sent of their parents. One poor man said to Mr. Abeel with an

air of the greatest simplicity and sincerity, "Teacher, before you

came, I killed five of my children
; I would not do it now, for you

have showed me that it is wrong, but before you came I did not

14
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know that—who was thereto tell me ?" Alas! who was there

to tell him? The opium smugglers are dealing their poison all

around, but very rarely does a missionary appear amongst them,

and those who do come, have difficulties to contend with as they

sit upon the damp tiled floors of the native houses, and breathe

the unwholesome air of the swampy fields, such as rarely enter

into the minds of those who dwell in their ceiled houses, and talk

in their own native language.

1 visited the grave of Mrs. Boone. It is in a beautiful quiet

garden, a little tree stands at the foot, and an immense banian

spreads its shade over the wdiole. She died August 30, 1842. It

was a time of sadness and sorrow when that first member of the

missionary band here fell ; but I could not regard her lonely grave

in any otlier light than as a pledge that the kingdom shall yet be

the Lord's. For not alone shall that Christian wife and mother
sleep here ; others of the missionary circle shall also toil, and lie

down here, and around them shall sleep those saved by their

means, and sooner or later we shall look upon graves, even in

this heathen land, with the same feelings of calm and joyful hope
with which we behold them in Christian lands. May the Lord
hasten that time ! for it is a sorrowful thought as w^e look upon
the countless graves that throng every hill-side around us, " Not
one of all these myriads ever heard the name of Christ—where
now are their souls ?" It was a pleasant thing in my native land

to go to the grave-yard on Saturday evenings, or the Sabbath
morning, and sit upon the tombs, and think of heaven

;
but I

cannot do that in China.
We left Amay on Thursday, September 7, about noon, and after

beating out some six or seven miles, had a "slashing breeze" in

our favor. Our course lay to the north-east, along the coast of

China, too far off to see minute objects, but near enough to dis-

tinguish its outhne and general features. From Hong Kong to

Amoy, a distance of over three hundred miles, the coast is re-

markably rocl'zy, bold, and mountainous, hardly a plain was to

be seen. But immediately after passing Amoy the appearance of

the coast clianged. It became level with gentle elevations and
depressions, and this lasts for nearly two hundred miles, when it

resumes its rocky character. I could scarcely take my eyes away
from the first of the gently rising hills that was seen. It was so

different from all that I had witnessed for nearly twenty months,
and reminded me so strongly of objects seen in my own native
land, that it required but little stretch of fancy to cover the scene
with the peaceful homes, and smihng villages, and solemn churches
of America. But, alas, how different the reahty ! Multitudes,
multitudes of immortal beings, but all ignorant of the truth ! An
opium clipper followed us out of Amoy, and being a faster sailer

than we, soon passed us on her way to Chimmoo Bay, another
great opium depot. It reminded me sadly of the truth that the
men of this world are wiser in their generation than the children
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of light. But I found consolation where I had not looked for it.

We were saiHng" on the wide sea. The whole expanse of the

Pacific Ocean, with its unfathomed depths and uncounted waves,

was rolling on our right, and its waters washed the shores of the

most populous empire on the earth. Behold !
" The earth shall

be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters
cover the seas,^^ Hab. iii. 14. What though men, for the sake of

gain, follow practices that injure their fellow-men, and impede the

progress of the Gospel, it shall not always be so
;

for thus saitb

the Lord, " They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun-
tain

;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as

the waters cover the sea," Isaiah ix. 11. With such an assurance

from such a source, what more do we want to confirm our faith

and encourage our hope ?

Friday, September 15. When within one hundred and twenty
miles of Chusan the monsoon changed, and after beating about for

several days, and making no progress, we anchored at the Island

of San-pan-shan, in order to replenish our water-casks, and wait,

if perhaps the weather might become more moderate. The island

of San-pan-shan is in north lat. 28 deg. 5 min., and east long. 122
deg.

The passengers went ashore to-day for a stroll over the island,

and at the beach where we landed, we found about a hundred men
collected. They spoke a dialect that none of us understood, and
our only intercourse with them was by signs, and the few Chinese
words we could pick up. There were twelve or thirteen small
Chinese vessels. Junks as they are here called, in a little cove on
the side of the island opposite where we had anchored, which had
probably gone there to escape the bad weather. We saw about
two hundred persons in all, a part of whom doubtless belonged to

the junks in the little bay. I doubt whether the whole population

of the island amoujits to one hundred persons
;
there were very

few women, and very few children. The people seemed to be very
poor ; dwelt in miserable huts, and raised a very few vegetables

;

there were no rice-fields, but there were plenty of sweet potatoes,

which seemed, indeed, to be almost the only vegetable cultivated.

I suppose the people were principally fishermen
; they were of

small stature, and very dark complexion, and spoke a dialect nmch
resembling the Fuhkeen.
The island is small, and of a crescent shape: it is, perhaps, two

miles in length, and three-fourths of a mile in breadth, with two
or three smaller islands near it. Its foundation is the solid granite

rock, which is quite bare for many feet above low water mark.

Like all Chinese islands that I have yet seen, it is hilly ;
but the

hills, though high, are not quite so abrupt as those on the islands

farther soiUh. On the top of tlie very highest hill was a heap of

stones piled up and about four feet high. When or why built I

had no means of ascertaining.

Just above our landing-place, and near the principal collection
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of huts, was an idol temple, dedicated to Ma-tsoo-po, a favorite

Chinese goddess. Tiiere was nothing remarkable about it, except

its tilthiness, and two figures about two-thirds the size of men,

standing on a block of wood near the door. They were painted

black, with red and glaring eyes, and horribly-distorted mouths,

all begrimed with smoke of incense-sticks, and dirt ; they w^ere fit

representations of the horrid character of him whom this deluded

people worship. There were several brazen incense-stands on

the altar, one of which 1 wished to take away, but the people

would not allow of it. " No, it was Ma-tsoo-po's." I would give

a good deal to be able to transport the two black images as they

are, to the Mission House in New York.

In one of the huts a dozen men were busy gambhng : so intent

were they on their game, that they scarcely looked at us as we
passed, though they had probably never seen a foreigner in their

lives before. Here, as everywhere else, the people knew the for-

eigners onlv by what is evil. One of the men, who seemed a little

more respectable than the rest, and to w4iom, after making sure

that he could read it, 1 gave a Chinese tract, finding I knew a little

Chinese, asked me something 1 did not understand. He then in-

vited me into his hut, begged me to be seated, and wnote down in

Chinese the question, " How do you sell your opium ?" Two or

three men were smoking opium at the time. As well as I could,

I expressed my dislike and abhorrence of the practice, and went
out, greatly to his surprise. Going past the temple, as we went
back to our boat, I looked in again, and there were six or eight

people stretched on the floor, and drawing away at their opium
pipes ; some of them were already half stupefied by it, and the

place was filled by the fumes of the sickening drug. Popery and
opium will be the great opponents of the missionaries in China.
There is not a place to which we can go, where the opium-dealer

has not already gone, and there is no moral sentiment in China to

second the efforts of her rulers to banish the baneful luxury from
her borders. I could almost fancy that the horrible images in the

idol temple looked with complacency on the prostrate forms of the

smokers at their feet ; and sure I am that the ruler of the spirits

of darkness and evil rejoices in the diffusion of opium in China.
Wednesday, September 27th. Finding that our vessel was in no

condition to beat against the monsoon, and that our prospect of

reaching Chusan in her was very poor, we reluctantly turned
about, and arrived at Amoy yesterday. It is a mysterious dispen-

sation of providence, but doubtless He who holds the winds in his

fist has wise ends in view, in disappointing my hopes : "What I

do thou knowest not now, but thou slialt know hereafter."

Sitting in Mr. Abeefs house this morning, about a dozen very
respectably-dressed Chmese from Tung-an, the capital of this dis-

trict, came in. After making some remarks to them on the nature
of the Christian religion, and of the plan of salvation, to which
they hstened with interest, interspersing remarks of their own by
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the way, he asked theni of their customs, particularly in resxarcl to

infanticide. One man said they " destroyed more (h;ni lialC the

female children," (the hoys they never kill.) The rest of the com-
pany corrected this, saying, " No, formerly we did, hut now we
destroy ahout one out of three." This is the common answer
given by hundreds of persons. As soon as a girl is born, if they

do not wish her to live, she is suffocated. Want of natural aHec-

lion, and an unwillingness to encounter the expense of supporting

the children, are the reasons for this cruel procedure. They ac-

knowledge it to be cruel, but seldom seem to think it is wrong.*

September 28. Walked out before sunrise to the top of the high-

est hill in Ku-lang-su. It is crowned by several rocks, two of

which are of great size
;
one of them is more than one hundred

feet long, at least eighty feet broad, and eighty feet high, all above
ground. The view from the top would have embraced the v/hole

circumference of the horizon: but not being able to reach it, I was
obliged to content myself at its base ; still, by changing my posi-

tion, I could see on all sides. The hills of the main land, and of

the islands in sight, rose, as they always do in this part of China,

steep, bare, and barren; and the spots of fertile ground were few
and comparatively small. But wherever a clump of trees grew, a
village was sure to be seen. I counted more than twenty villages,

all in full view, and none more than ten or twelve miles distant:

besides the city of Amoy itself, all of these are perfectly accessible

to the missionary ; he may go to any of them without let or hin-

derance, and preach or distribute books, and for the present at

least, he will be sure of crowds of attentive hearers. There is

very little that is inviting in the appearance of Chinese towns.

The houses are all low, and few or none are distinguished by any
architectural beauty. They are built without taste, and it is sel-

dom that any flowers are cultivated by the sides of the poorer peo-

ple's houses
;
they are commonly built so close together, that at a

short distance you see nothing but the weather-worn roofs, but

occasionally some beautiful scenes meet the eye. I scarcely know
a more romantic spot than the Western village, on the island of

Ku-lang-su. Just fancy a little valley containing several acres

of ground, rather long, and opening out like a fan, hemmed in on
all sides but one by steep and rocky hills, and facing a sheet of

water studded with islands. It has several noble banian trees,

and fifty or sixty Chinese houses very neatly built, and dispersed

at the foot of the hills, between the trees. The houses, however,

are now uninhabited, and most of them are in a sad state for want
of attention.

The Chinese do not use gunpowder in blasting rocks, Init split

the largest of them simply by the use of wedges. I saw a rock

that had been sj)lit in two, and the part that remained was fifty

feet long and thirty feet high.

* See the Chinese Repository for Oct. 1843.
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Took a boat and went to see a Budhist temple some two or three

miles south-east of Amoy. It stands at tlie foot of the high ridge

of hills running from the city of Amoy into the interior of Amoy
island, and is about half a mile from the shores of the bay. In

front of the temple is an inclosure containing four open buildings,

in eacli of which are two gigantic stone tortoises six feet long and
four feet broad. Each tortoise supports a white stone tablet, ten

feet high and four feet broad, and covered one with Chinese and
the other with Tartar inscriptions ; the Chinese characters are

certainly very well adapted for inscriptions, and I have rarely seen

any specimens of cutting in stone so beautifully executed as these

are. The purport of the inscriptions seemed to be maxims and
moral sentences ; but as to their particular meaning, I forbear to

interpret it. Directly behind these tablets was the entrance of

the temple, with all its array of dingy paintings, grotesque carving

and queer dragons above the door. On entering, the first object

seen was a gilt statue of Budh, of gigantic size, with a green veil

over the window of the inclosure where he was seated. Behind

him was another gigantic image, and on either side were two
other giants ; on one side a male and a female with a guitar in

her hand, and on the other side a female, and a black and horrid-

looking male attendant. Each statue is said to be eighteen feet

high, and of one solid stone. I did not think them so high, and
thought they were made of clay ; but a raihng in front prevented

a close examination. Passing beyond the gilt image, there was
an open court with four trees

; on each side of the court was a

square tower, the second story of one of which contained a drum,
and of the other a bell. Beyond these, and in a line with them,

were two long galleries, each containing nine gilt images of Chi-

nese sages, some of which were decorated with blue beards. Be-

tween the two galleries was an octagonal tower, the upper part

of which was composed of a large number of pieces of wood carved

of various shapes, with painting and gilding, and dragons and
images scattered about. The roof was supported by eight stone

pillars, round each of which twined an immense dragon. The in-

terior of the temple contained a number of images, the principal

of which was Kwante, seated on the lower half of an immense
pine-apple, with a gilded frame behind her resembling the rays

behind the Speaker's chair in the capitol at Washington. She
was surrounded by half a dozen other images, large and small

;

incense was constantly burning before her, and on a frame nu-
merous printed prayers were suspended. Behind this tower were
three apartments, stretchmg across the whole breadth of the tem-
ple, and in each of them were three images, one principal and two
subordinates. One of the principal images was Kwante, another

was Ma-tsoo-po ; the name of the third 1 did not learn. Here we
were met by two of the priests, pale in countenance, dressed in

white, and of rather pleasing manners. Only one of them said

anything, but he was quite talkative. They gave us tea without
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sugar or inilk, and promised to call at the mission house in Amoy,
after which we left them.
Near this temple, I saw what is rather uncommon in China,

regulaily-inclosed graveyards. There were a great many unin-

closed tombs all around, but iiere were three graveyards
;
each of

them had a large tomb in tlie centre, and a great many of com-
mon appearance regularly arranged around, completely lilliug up
the inclosed spaces. The burying-grounds were all small, but

extremely full. The largest was only one hundred feet stjuare,

and yet it had three hundred and fifty graves in it, all of wliich

seemed to be of about the same age. It is not known to foreign-

ers, and not to any Chinese of whom we made inquiries, who are

buried there. The inscriptions at the entrance of eacii would per-

haps tell, but it requires time and patience to copy and translate

them. Just within the entrance of eacli was a stone with the in-

scription //Ji s/nn, happy spirits! Alas! are they happy ? None
were children's graves.

October 1, Sabbath. In the morning attended Mr. Abeel's Chi-

nese service
; about twenty were present, which is a smaller num-

ber tjian usual. Among them was a Budhist priest, and several

very respectably-dressed geiulemen. Most of them attended well.

In the evening preached to the soldiers ; owing to the sickness

prevailing at present, the congregation was small ; only about

seventy were present, yet it was the largest number I have
preached to at one time since leaving New York.

October 2, Monday. Monthly Concert to-night. I conducted the

services and made the first prayer, then read Psalm Ixviii., and
made some remarks on the frequency with which the promises of

the conversion of the world are followed by glorious ascriptions of

praise to God, as shown :—Ps. Ixviii. 3i, 32, Is. xliv. 23, and xlix.

12, 13. Mr. Roberts then prayed, and made some remarks on the

necessity of faith in Christ, and of entire dependence on his grace,

rather than trusting in feelings and frames of mind. We sang a
hymn, and Mr. Abeel prayed. It was a pleasant time.

JOURNAL TO CHANG-CHOW.

October 3. Mr. Abeel and I have been talking for some days of

making an excursion into the interior, some thirty or forty miles,

and to-day we went o(f to engage a boat. There are so many
rivers and streams along the coast of China, and the Chinese so

commonly live near the water, that almost all travelling is in

boats. Hence the expression, Haou fung shwuy, literally mean-

ing a fair wind and tide, is equivalent to saying, " Good luck go

w^ith you," or " May you have a prosperous time." After a deal

of chaffering and bargaining, and being almost deafened by the

noisy Chinese we had to talk with, (when talking earnestly, the

common people actually shout their words,) we arranged with an

old man to be taken lo Chang-Chow, a city of the second order,
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and said to be twice as large as Amoy, for three dollars and a
half. One of oar Cliinese friends promises to accompany us.

As we came back from the boat, we met a whole tieet of fisher-

men coming in from the sea, though it was but three o'clock, p. m.,

and the day was fine. It seems, however, they anticipated bad

weather, and came into the harbor for shelter. The knowledge
of the weather possessed by Chinese boatmen is really wonderful,

—one of them is almost as good as a barometer. Their boats had
hardly reached Amoy, before it began to blow quite fresh

;
and,

doubtless, out at sea there was a heavy wind.

Wednesday, Oct. 4. After a liasty breakfast, started, and our

boat, which was of about twenty tons burden, got under weigh at

seven o'clock. The tide was against us, but the wind was favor-

able, and we speedily reached and passed Pagoda Island, which
is about two miles west of Kulangsu. Passing the island on the

north, we entered a noble bay, some ten or twelve miles long from

east to west, and four or five in breadth. It was surrounded on
all sides by the high, steep, barren hills, so. common in Chinese
scenery ; with plains of greater or less extent at their bases.

From the deck of our small boat, it was difficult to judge correctly

of the size of the plains, though some of them must have been
large. The shores of the bay all around were lined with villages,

few of which weie three miles apart ; I counted more than
twenty, and our boatmen said that the whole number was above
thirty. Allowing a thousand souls to each village, a ver}^ moder-
ate allowance, here are thirty thousand souls around the borders

of that bay. Every one of these villages is perfectly accessible

to the missionary. He may leave Kulangsu in a boat after break-

fast, visit any one of them he pleases, spend an hour or more,
and return to his house before sunset. Not one of these villages

is included in the " more than twenty," mentioned under date of

Sept. 28.

Our course lay directly through the bay from east to west. At
its western extremity we found several immense tracts of land
reclaimed from the waters, and occupied as rice-grounds. A river

comes down from the north-west, and the land about its mouth
is low and flat, covered with water at high tides, and dry at low
tides. The greater part of this has been banked in. and thus
many hundreds of acres recovered, and made highly produc-

tive, which would otherwise have been a barren, noisome
waste. It was a beautiful sight to look over these extended
grounds, with the little canals winding through them, and to

see the smooth green fields, with the large trees scattered here
and there, and the Chinese houses underneath. A few buffaloes

were grazing about, or rolling like swine in the muddy shores of

the river, and several Chinese were gathering a large kind of rush
which grows plentifully on the river banks. It is dried in the sun
and made into floor mats, and similar articles. Some idea of the

quantity gathered may be learned from this fact, that the mats
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made in this region alone are sold every year for several tens of

thousands of dollars. The western end of this hay is al)out

twelve or fifteen miles from Amoy. The river which enters it

comes from the N. W. and some two or three miles from its

mouth is the walled town of Hai-teng, which is on the left, or

southern hank of the river. It was about ten o'clock, a. m., wlien

we passed Hai-teng, and our course still lay up the river to the

N. W. The valley of the river was low and flat, and not very

broad, while on either side rose the steep, bare, unequally-elevated

hills that mark nearly every Chinese prospect I have yet seen.

Villages uncounted w^ere seen 'in every direction, noble trees and

houses among them, cattle in the fields, and boats in the river.

Oh ! how beautiful it was ! Four or five miles N. W. of Hai-

teng, and on the same side of the river, was the town of Chobey.

It is a much more business-like place than Hai-teng. Numerous
boats were in the river, many lumber-yards were along the banks,

and many people were seen in every direction. On the opposite bank
of the river is a collection of villages, eighteen in number, and
known by the general name of Ota. We were spied by a good

many of the people here, who crowded down to the banks to see

us as we passed.

The river here becomes shallower, and the boat in which we
had come thus far drawing too much water, we entered a smaller

one to proceed the rest of our way. It was about the size of a

common whale-boat, had a square mat sail, and being provided

with awnings, was very comfortable. The wind being favorable,

we went along finely ;
but small as our boat was, it required some

knowledge of the river to avoid the shallows, and we touched

the bottom several times. The water of the river we found to be

dehghtfully soft and sweet, and, as the Chinese said, it was ex-

cellent for making tea. The river had no general name; alto-

gether we sailed on it about twenty miles, and in that distance

found that it bad three separate names. When we first entered

it, it was called the Cho-bey river ; a little further on, the Sanche,

and at Chang-chow, the Nan-mun. These names literally trans-

lated, are. Stone-horse, Three-branches, and Southern-gate ; I

have since seen it called the Chang-river : this name is given to it

by the Jesuits in their account of China.

After proceeding about five miles from Cho-bey, w^e went ashore,

and looked about a little, but found there was little of interest to

be seen. A couple of coffins with dead bodies in them, were

lying in the open air under the shadow of some trees. They were

to remain there until a propitious day, and a favorable spot for

their interment should be found. Bodies are thus left uninterred

often for years
;
one of these coffins had been so long exposed that

it was faUing to pieces for very age ;
but the superstitions of the

Chinese do not allow them to bury their dead, except at lucky

times, and in places pointed out by their astrologers. It is prob-

able, however, that tlie astrologers very easily find a place, and
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suitable time, for the burial of the poor. It is only those who are
able to pay that are kept waiting so long. Rice-grounds, fields of

sugar-cane, and brick kilns with red bricks, (the bricks in Canton
province are all blue,) were nearly all we saw. We stayed ashore
hardly five minutes, and yet in that time a score of persons were
running to see us. Not wisbing to attract attention before reach-

ing Chang-chow, we pushed off and proceeded. Brick kilns now
became very numerous on each side of the river; the bricks are-

tolerably well made, and are about as thick and as long as those

made in the United States, but rather broader. A great article

of manufacture at these kilns is tlie'tile, which is very extensively

used for the floors, and entirely for the roofs of houses in China.
Those for the floors are from eight to twelve inches square, and
nearly an inch thick

;
th<jse for the roofs from four to six inches

square, and not quite half an inch in thickness. They are laid

on the rafters three and four deep, and are joined with a little

plaster; but the work is commonly unskilfully done, and many
of the houses are leaky.

The greenness and beauty of the fields and the valleys, which
occasionally extended back among the hills, were so different from
the barren appearance of the sea-coast, as to call forth frequent
expressions of surprise and delight. We passed many villages.

Two of them were pointed out to us as being the residence of

Roman Catholics. The account the Pagan Chinese gave us of

them, was, " They have a goddess iDhom they vjorship, and whom
they call the ' Holy Mother.^ " The Chinese call one of their

own favorite divinities, Ma-tsoo-po, the " Holy Mother." What,
then, must they think of the Christian religion, when almost the
only form of it which they see, allows the use of many of their

own ceremonies, and precisely their own forms of speech ! The
similarity between the Romish and Budhist religions is so great,

that some of the early Roman Catholic missionaries to China could
account for it only by supposing that the devil had induced the
Chinese to frame a religion very like theirs in order to cast suspi-

cion and discredit upon them ! These Roman Catholic Chinese
are very little diiferent from the Pagans around them, and though
their profession of the Christian religion is contrary to law, yet it

is overlooked by the officers, and perhaps is unknown at Pekin.
They are occasionally visited by the priests, who secretly enter the
country, and hastily visit such places as these to confirm the peo-
ple in their faith.

About one o'clock, p. m., we arrived at the city, with but little

warning, from the boats or other appearances indicating a large
population, that we were near it. The first distinct intimation we
had of being near it, was the sight of a long high bridge over the
river. A number of the people on shore had already seen us, and
by the time we landed, quite a crowd of men and boys gathered
around us. They were civil, but evidently greatly astonished, as

we were almost the first foreigners who had ever been there.
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Two small parties of English officers had gone there a few months
previously, hut one of them was not allowed even to enter the

city, and the other saw only a very small part of it. We were
the first Americans, and the only Protestant missionaries, who had
ever heen there, and we felt some little anxiety as to how we
should he received. We could not have complained of the officers

if they had utterly refused us permission to enter, or had even in-

sisted on our innnediate departure. But we were determined to

see the place, and make inquiries concerning it, if we could peace-

ahly do so. Accordingly the hoatmen carried our luggage, and
our Chinese friend conducted us through the suburbs by a }iear

cut^ and we were soon in the city. He then led us, as he said,

towards a house appropriated for the reception of officers from the

other provinces.

It was soon evident that we were something " uncommon."
Numbers of people came in with us, and as we passed through

the streets and were discovered by those ahead of us, the wonder
and the crowd increased. Our complexions and dress, our stature,

and my spectacles, at once drew the attention of everybody. The
shopkeeper turned away from his customer, the carpenter dropped

his plane, and the shoemaker his last, the tailor his needle, and
the apothecary his pill-box, and even the beggar forgot his voca-

tion
; the women peeped out from the doors, and the children ran

on before and stopped to have a good look at us
;
old and young,

high and low, were filled with one common feeling of surprise, and
gazed at us as if we had fallen from the clouds.

Our guide professed to know tlie road, but soon showed he was
ignorant of it ; and after leading us through several crowded
streets in the hot sun, brought us at last to a httle low dirty tav-

ern, instead of the house appropriated to the reception of foreign

officers, where he had intended to take us. However, there was
no help for it, and to make the best of the matter, we had our

dinner prepared. In Chinese taverns, nothing is provided except

the bare walls, tlie traveller being expected to carry his own
bedding and procure his own provisions, though the landlord

finds a place to cook, and perhaps gives some little assistance in

the way of service. On going into the house we shut the door to

keep the crowd out, but they were not so easily satisfied, and

being old and crazy, they actually broke it open. One of us was
obliged therefore to stand by it, and let them gaze while dinner

was in course of preparation. They made no effort to molest us,

being, on the contrary, quite good-humored and civil ; but cer-

tainly in all my life I never was so stared at before. On- man, all

smiles and politeness, came up, and begged leave to examine my
dress, at the various parts of wdiich he expressed the most un-

bounded admiration. My cap was much better than his, the l)ut-

tons of my coat were kaho, kaho, very nuich better. My pockets

were an admirable device, while the shoes were a perfect gem !

He was even proceeding to open jny shirt-bosom, and pull uj) my
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pantaloons, but on being told that it was not polite to do so, he

desisted, and with many bows and smiles departed.

While we were eating our rice and eggs, in came an officer

witli a crystal button and peacock's feather.* He was rather rude

at first, and made a very slight sahitation. He spoke only the

Mandarin, or Court dialect.t and had an interpreter, who seemed

to be his principal business-man, and with whom we had after-

wards a good deal of intercourse. He was an active man, chewed

a great deal of betel-nut, which made his mouth always red, and

was exceedingly polite. Whenever anything was said, he was all

smiles and attention, shut his eyes and shook his head, and
laughed most heartily : he could stop laughing, too, just as soon

as he commenced, and could, on occasion, assume a very grave

air and severe tone. On the whole, I liked him pretty well. The
officer asked our names, profession, age, object in coming, (fee,

and advised us to go away
;

but, after a few minutes' conversa-

tion, his manner changed a good deal, and he became much more
polite, and was even curious to inspect our knives and forks, and
articles of dress. While we were engaged with him, in came an-

other officer, a tall, slender, gentlemanly man, and, probably, a

Tartar. He, likewise, wore a crystal button ; his robes were

beautifully clean and neat ; and his manners were exceedingly

polished, amounting in some respects almost to over-refinement.

He was dressed in his official cap, and black satin boots, which
came up to his knees, a beautiful blue silk robe reaching beneath

the knees, and over this a dark maroon-colored silk-garment,

reaching to the waist, wnth bright gold buttons in front. He also

had six or seven attendants, one of whom was the tallest man I

have seen in China. He was over six feet two inches in height,

and appeared quite out of countenance when we remarked on his

stature. The Tartar officer bowed to us most politely, and beg-

ged us to be seated, then bowed to the first officer, and we talked

a while. Presently in came a third officer, bearing a gold button,

with another crowd of attendants. One of the attendants carries

a note-book, another the indispensable tobacco-pipe, a third an

* The button is a round ball, a little larger than a pigeon's egg. on the top of the
cap. A gold (or gilt) is the mark of the lowest grade ; an opake white one, of the
second; and a crystal button of the third. There are six other grades still higher,

each distinguished by dilTerent colored buttons. The peacock's feather is a bunch of
three or four leathers in an ivory handle, hanging down behind from the rim of the
cap, which is commonly given as the reward of some eminent service This man
was a stout thickset person, with mustaches, and half a dozen attendants. The cap
they all wore was the summer cap. made of plaited straw and of a round conical shape,
with long red silk threads hanging down from the top all around. His differed from
those of his attendants, only in the fineness of the materials, and in the button on the
top.

t All the civil officers speak Mandarin. They are never appointed to office in their

own province and frequently cannot speak the dialect of those thev rule over ; in con-
sequence an interpreter always forms part of their train. The miUtary officers, on the
contrary, are commonly appointed to command in their own provinces perhaps that
they may fight the more bravely since it is '' pro aris et foci«," or as Joab said, ' let us
play the men tor our people, and for the cities of our God."
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umbrella, and so on. This man was of moderate size, not stout,

of a cheerful expression of countenance, extremely active, and
almost fussy in his manners. There was quite a specimen of
Chinese etiquette on his entrance. The other two rose up, bowed,
and begged him to be seated

;
he in like manner bowed, and beg-

ged them to be seated. They bowed again, and all got ready to

sit down, but no one would sit down first ; after standin'j- and
looking at each otiier till I could not refrain from a smile, they all

sat down together. It was then the old scene over again, who
we were, why we came, what we wanted, and the advice to be
off, it was against the law for us to come, (fee. We replied we
could not go. for we wanted to see the city. This they said could
not be allowed without the consent of the chief local magistrate,
who had been sent for, and for whom it was necessary to wait.

In the mean time the attendants got their pipes ready for a
smoke, and the Tartar officer who sat next me, and appeared the
most collected and cool of the whole of them, very politely offered

me his. I begged leave to decline, whereupon he took a few
whiffs in a very good humor, and presently with a gracefid bow
went out, and we saw him no more. The little fussy officer

smoked a good deal, making frequent remarks to the first one, to

which he responded briefly Inif politely. While waiting for the
local magistrate, another gold-buttoned officer, who spoke the broad
Pekin dialect, and had a hard, coarse, cunning face, and an opake
white-buttoned officer with a very ordinary cast of countenance,
came in. They smoked and talked, and Mr. Abeel gave each of
them a tract, which they received very politely. The crowd at

the door was now large, and as the officers' attendants, and even
the officers themselves, had very little command over them, it was
evident they were becoming uneasy. While thus engaged, in

came, or rather rushed, the local magistrate. He was a tall, stout

man, wore a gold button, and was a good deal excited. He was
quite rude at first, did not salute us at all, and scarcely bowed to

the five officers already present, but began in a loud blustering
tone to declaim al)out the impropriety of our coming to Chaflg-
Chow, of its being contrary to the treaty, and that we must depart
immediately. Mr. Abeel remarked mildly, but firmly, that though
the treaty allowed foreigners to trade at Only five ports, it did not
forbid their going elsewhere

;
that we were Americans

; that we
were well-meaning persons, who did not come to trade, but to look

around, see the country, cultivate friendly feelings, and do good.

The old man quite altered his tone, ''Oh ! I know that you are

men of politeness, we are not afraid of you ; but if you come,
otiiers will make it a precedent. You are Americans, and the

Americans and the Chinese are all the same as so many brothers."

He then gave us quite a rhapsody on the Americans. He had
been to Canton, knew them well, and greatly esteemed them, and
wished to have them always for friends; "Well," said Mr. A.,

"this is a strange way to treat your friends and brothers. We
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come to see you, and you turn us away without allowing us to be-

come acquainted with you; as to our coming being a precedent

for others, they will come, whether you wish it or not, and it is

better to have 'men of politeness' come first, rather than others."

This puzzled the old uian, and he did not know how to answer
it. At last he proposed to us not to stay inside the city, but to go
on board a boat, and spend the night on the river. He said he
was afraid the crowd would rob. or ill-treat us. We said we had
no fears, and were willing to risk that. He then said, he feared the

crowd would quarrel among themselves
;
but we said, no ! they

were not given to quarrelling, and we did not think them such

fools as to do that. He then said the house we were in was pre-en-

gaged for some stranger of distinction, which w^as a most palpable

lie, and if we wished to occupy it, we must draw up a petition to

hiin for that purpose. This would take some time, and he thought,

therefore, we had better go on board the boat. He would find a
very good one for us, would send us down in chairs, would give us

a guard during the night, and in the morning would send chairs

and an officer to take us all round the city, wherever we wished
to go. We saw that he felt anxious, and as it w^ould be really

more comfortable to spend the night in a boat than w^here we w^ere,

we almost concluded to accept the offer, but hesitated for fear all

this should be only a scheme to Jioat us off during the night. It

was amusing to observe how he answ^ered this, " Oh, no, not at all
;"

and he put one hand on his own heart, and one on Mr. Abeel's,

(who was the speaker all this time, as my own slight knowledge
of the language did not qualify me for saying anything,) and de-

clared that he was sincere, "Let there be confidence between
friends." Tea was now brought in, and he poured out a cup full,

and emptied it into three cups, drinking one himself, and giving

one to x\Ir. A., and one to myself We drank a cup all around,
and to his gieat gratification accepted of his offer. It was now
nearly dark. They had our luggage sent down to the boat, had
chairs brought to the door, and escorted us down to the water-side.

A\^ were carried through several streets, one of which was covered
over with yellow and red cloth, and ornamented with numerous
lighted lanterns of all sizes, shapes, and colors. It was a celebra-

tion for the continuance of peace, and a return of health. We
were told on the following day, that the cholera has prevailed this

summer to a frightful extent in Chang-Chow, as many as two hun-
dred persons sometimes dying of it in a single day.

A boat w^as speedily selected, of tolerably large size, though not

the cleanest or most comfortable I have ever seen, and we duly
deposited ourselves therein. The local magistrate then called the

owner of the boat, who went and knelt down on the ground before

him, and received his orders to treat us well, and to suffer us to

want for nothing. The officers then all went away, and as it was
growing late, and we were heartily tired, we prepared for rest.

But before we had lain down, who should come in but the inter-
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preter ; he came from the local magistrate to beg us to go away
that night. The Yo-tae, or highest officer of the place, had said

that we must not remain. We laughed, and told him this was
ridiculous, that the local magistrate had given us his word and
honor that we should stay, had put his hand on his heart, and told

us there nnist be conlidence between friends, and was this the way
to show it ? The interpreter was a shrewd, sensible man, and
seeing we had the best of the argument, and were disposed to

maintain it, did not press the matter. He laughed in liis peculiar

manner, and saying that he would come early in the morning to

accompany us around, he departed, and we lay down to sleep.

Thursday, Oct. 5. The morning being bright and pleasant, we
started for a w^alk before breakfast, and the lower bridge being
hard-by the place where our boat was anchored, we went there

first. It is built on twenty-five piles of stone about thirty feet

apart, and perhaps twenty feet in height, above the surface of the

water. Large round beams are laid from pile to pile, and smaller

ones across in the siuiplest and rudest manner : these are then

covered with earth, and the upper part is paved with bricks or

stone. One would suppose that the work had been assigned to a
number of different persons, and that each had executed his part

in such manner as best suited his own fancy, there being no regu-

larity in the paving ; bricks and stone were intermingled in the

most confused manner, and the railing was sometimes of wood,
and sometimes of stone. The length of some of the stones used
in paving the bridge w^as very remarkable

;
some of them were

eight, others eleven, others fourteen, and three of them eighteen

paces each, in length, so that these last must have been about
forty-five feet long, and two or three broad. They were of un
hewn granite, but from the constant crowd of passengers for a

hundred years or more,* were w^orn quite smooth. The bridge

averages eight or ten feet in width, and about one-half its length

on either side w^as occupied by shops in which various articles,

principally eatables, w^ere exposed for sale. I may remark here

that the short account of this city contained in the w^ork of Abbe
Grosier, on China, wiiich is compiled from the memoirs of the Jes-

uit missionaries, contains several mistakes. The work referred to

speaks of but one bridge, whereas, there are two : it gives ihat one

bridge thirty-six arches, whereas there are but twenty-five, and

they are not, in any sense of the word, arches, being simply tim-

bers laid from pier to pier. It also speaks of the '• two ranges of

shops furnished with the most precious things of China, and the

rarest merchandises of foreign lands." If this account were trne in

the days wiien the Jesuits went through the land with the utmost

freedom, it is not so now, for the articles we saw in tiiese sh(ips

were of the commonest and coarsest kind. It also says, that since

" the tides reach regularly to Chang-Chow, this place has become

* We did not learn when the bridge was built— but the natives told us it was rt-

paired in the tirue ot'Kang-he, more than one hundred years ago.
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the resort of a multitude of vessels, by means of which a com-

merce is held with Amoy, Pow-hou, and Formosa, and from hence

depart all the Chinese who go to traffic at the Phihppine islands :"

—all this is to be taken with large allowance. The tide does reach

Chang-Chow, but even at high tide, only the smallest vessels can

come up so far—and when the tide is out, a common whaleboat

is in danger of grounding. I take it for granted, therefore, that

no vessels go from this city, either to Formosa or the Philippine

islands ; and certainly, though there are a goodly number of small

boats in the river, there are no vessels there titted to encounter a

sea voyage. From Amoy vessels do go to all the parts mentioned

above, and to many others, and the goods they bring back are

conveyed in smaller vessels to the city of Chang-Chow ; but the

statements just referred to (see Grosier's "La Chine," vol. 1, p. 96,)

are not sanctioned by what we saw. If the accounts the Jesuits

have given of other cities of the empire, are equally defective and

erroneous, we have small reason to thank them for their contribu-

tions to our stock of knowledge of China. The reader of Abbe
Grosier will not find one of the particulars of the following account

in his work.

There w^ere many persons passing and repassing, as we crossed

the bridge, and the various odors that filled the air were not the

most agreeable. A person who wishes to live among the Chinese,

and in daily contact with them, will do well to ponder the advice

given by Sir Astley Cooper to a young man who wisiied to attend

lectures on Anatomy and dissection. " The first thing you must

learn, sir, is to disregard your nose." Having crossed the bridge,

and passed through a village at the end of it, we went along the

southern bank of the river to the second bridge, which is about a

mile from the first, and similarly constructed. On coming to it,

our guides pointed a little further, and told us there was a temple

there worth seeing. We accordingly kept on, and were soon well

repaid for our additional walk, by a sight of one of the oldest

buildings I have ever seen. It was a temple said to have been

built in the Suy dynasty, about twelve hundred years ago. The
various gateways and small buildings usuahy found in front of

Chinese temples, were decayed and in ruins. Two pools on either

side of the main entrance, were covered with the broad-leaved

water-lily. The main building, which is of wood, is very high,

and every pillar, board, stone, and tile, bore the marks of ex-

treme age. On going in, we were utterly astonished. Seven
gigantic images, in silting or standing postures, gilded and
painted, but faded and dusty, and tarnished with age, were ar-

ranged across tiie middle of the temple ;
while on either side was

a row of fifteen Chinese worthies, either sitting or standing, and as

large as life. Behind the seven first images were three others :

the very smallest of the ten was at least eight feet in height, while

the largest, if they had been standing, would have been fifteen or

eighteen. An immense drum occupied one corner of the room,
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and a bell another. The roof was most curiously composed of
carved wood, and inscriptions in various styles of Chinese writing
were painted, and gilded, and carved on the pillars, walls,

ceiling, and tablets of the temple. It had been repaired in

Kang-he's time, though it was now in a sad state from age and
neglect. It was sickening to look on the gloomy monsters whom
this people worship as their gods, and to witness tlie ingenuity and
expense lavished on these dumb idols, and to think of the dreadful
degradation of the people that can worship such works of their own
hands. Yet it is also cheering to think that their superstitions

are old, and many of them seem almost ready to vanish away.
Not a great many new temples are built, and those already exist-

ing are often in very poor repair. The people appear to have little

reverence for their idols, and their worship consists of little else

than a heartless round of unmeaning ceremonies. Oh, for that

time when idols shall be utterly abolished !

From the main temple, we went to a small side building, which
contained a single idol, standing, with one hand folded on the

breast, and the other hanging open by the side. I got up on the

pedestal, which was three feet high, and reaching with my um-
brella, could barely touch the hand that was laid across the breast.

The open hand was two feet long, and the whole image could

have been little less than twenty feet high. It was cut out of one
solid rock, which formerly occupied this spot ; without removing
it, they hewed out the image and erected the house over it. We
returned to the main building, and standing directly in front of the

images there, Mr. Abeel addressed the crowd in their own lan-

guage, on the folly of worshipping idols that could neither see, nor

hear, nor speak
;

telling them, also, of the way of life, through
Jesus Christ. About three hundred persons were present, many
of whom listened with attention

;
some questions were asked, and

they assented very freely to the truth of what was told them.
vYhile thus engaged, we were surprised by a visit from the inter-

preter, who had gone down to the boat to see us, and finding we
had strolled away, had followed us here, wondering why we had
gone off without waiting for the chairs. He was extremely polite,

and accompanied us across the second bridge, and back to our
boat. After breakfast, we had a visit from the little fussy officer.

He had a great many questions to ask about our modes of writing,

articles of food, clotliing, (fcc, all of which were new to him. He
expressed a great deal of surprise when he learned that our sur-

names are frequently of two, three, and even four syllables. The
Chinese surname has rarely more than one.

Breakfast being over, we entered the chairs provided for us, and
being escorted by the interpreter, and two or three of the officers,

proceeded through the city. We were carried through several

streets, some of which were narrow and offensively filthy, but

many of them were wide, i. e. for a Chinese city, say eight, ten,

and even twelve feet, and lined with pretty good-looking houses.

15
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The furniture shops, and a few of the clothing estabUshments
looked very well. We passed several carpenters' and shoemakers'

shops, apothecaries' shops, and book-stores ; at the doors of the

latter stood large cards with sze shoo, ivoo King, Tsee.n tsze ivan,

the Four Books, the Five Classics, the Thousand Character Classic,

(fee, in staring capitals, reminding us of similar displays in the

streets of our own cities. We also passed through several mar-
kets well supplied with very fat pork, dried fish, poultry, and vege-

tables in abundance, though not in great variety. There w^ere

shaddocks, large persimmons, pine-apples, pears, plantains, sweet

potatoes, sugar-cane, radishes, &-c. &.c. Crowds foUovv^ed us as

usual, and we had no reason to complain for want of attention.

The word hivan kwanna ! (foreigners !) uttered by every one who
saw us, was the signal for all those through whose quarters we pass-

ed, to leave their work and gaze upon the newly-arrived visitors.

We were carried to the north-west corner of the city, and pres-

ently found ourselves in an open space with rising ground be-

yond, and a very large temple directly in front. It was built in

the Tang dynasty, from nine hundred to twelve hundred years

ago, and bore the marks of age, though in much better repair than

the one we had previously visited. The scene presented when
the doors were thrown open and we entered, was quite unexpect-

ed. Eight gigantic figures, even larger than those we had previ-

ously seen, were arranged across the temple. Some of them
seemed almost to support its high roof on their heads: thirty-six

Chinese sages occupied either side, in rows of eighteen each. The
roof of the temple w^as constructed in the most elaborate manner,
and was supported by several noble wooden pillars. The most
curious things we saw, were a couple of large lockers or cupboards,

closed and locked. They were about eight feet square and two
feet deep, and their contents were unknown. The people all de-

clared most seriously that they had not been opened for years, and
if they should be opened, death would surely come out in some
terril)le form, or some dreadful plague would visit the people.

The grounds of the temple were quite extensive, and numbers
of houses for the residence of the priests, and the entertainment

of strangers, were scattered around. Some of them were falling

lo pieces through very age. Behind the main building we were
shown a smaller one, dedicated to Choo-foo-tsze, the celebrated

commentator on the Four Books. He was a native of An hwuy
province, but had been for some time the prefect or chief ruler at

Chang-Chow. His house, which is in the centre of the city, and
is quite large and high, was pointed out ; and we were told, that

when built, the main beam of the roof was suspended in the air.

He declared that if any unfaithful or wicked ruler ever entered

the house, the beam would fall and crush him, but since his titne,

the beam has very considerately taken its proper place in the wall.

Behind the temple the ground rose steeply, and three of its sum-
mits were crowned with little open towers. We climbed up in
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the hot sun, expecting to obtain an extended prospect, but the
scene that met our eyes greatly transcended our expectations.

Fancy an amphitheatre thirty miles in length by twenty in

breadth, hemmed in on all sides by steep, bare, pointed hills, a
river running through the plain, an immense city at our feet,

with fields of rice and sugar-cane, noble trees and numerous vil-

lages stretching away in every direction. It was grand and beau-
tiful above every conception I had ever formed of Chinese scenery.

The eye wandered over that immense plain, and returned again
and again to the contemplation of particular points, till we were
almost wearied by the sight of so much magnificence : and when
we came to particulars, the wonder was increased rather than di-

minished. Beneath us lay the city. We could trace its walls in

nearly every direction. It would have been nearly square, had
not the southern wall curved outwards from following the course
of the river. It was very closely built, as almost all Chinese cities

are, and had a vast number of large trees in every part, wntliin

and around. On inquiring the number of inhabitants, our guide
answered, that in the last dynasty it had numi)ered seven hun-
dred thousand souls, and now there were more. He thought
there were a million of people within the walls. This is probably a
large estimate, though it is the one commonly given by the Chinese:
—yet allowing only half their estimate, how large a number is

even that ! The villages around also attracted our attention, and
I tried to count them, but after enumerating thirty-nine of large

size, distinctly visible, in less than half the field before us, I gave
over the attempt. It is certainly not going too far to say, that in

that plain, there are at least one hundred villages; some of them
may be small, but many of them would number their hundreds
and even thousands of inhabitants. Oh, what a field for missions

is here, if the country were but open, and the churches ready to

enter it ! How many, many souls there were beneath our eyes,

all ignorant of the true God, and of the way of life. The prospect

before us was surprisingly beautiful, but alas, for those who dwell
amidst those fair scenes, where

" Every prospect pleases, and only man is vile
!"

Oh, how often does the thought come across the missionary's

mind in China, "multitudes, multitudes!" but alas, they are

scattered, as sheep having no shepherd. Oh, that Christians

could but see them, and have compassion upon them. Then
would they pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth more labor-

ers into his harvest, for the harvest truly is plenteous, but the

laborers are few. This country will yet be opened. The doors

have already begun to unclose, and no human power is able to

shut them again. What though they n)ove but slowly, and grate

harshly as they turn on their rusty hinges, they move none the

less surely for all that ; and the field that is opened to us, by the

first unclosing, is so vast that our numbers are quite insufiicient
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to occupy it. What then will be the case when the whole coun-

try is thrown open? When we have properly occupied the five

ports now open, and are ready to extend our efforts beyond, it

will be time enough to wish for a larger field. Doubtless God
will give us a larger field before we are ready to enter on it.

We went back to our boats as we came, except that we walked
through several of the streets, much to the discomfort of our leader,

who did not fancy walking through the narrow, crowded streets,

when he might as easily have rode. We went into several shops,

and priced several articles, but saw nothing we cared to buy ex-

cept some lanterns, and some excellent sugar-house molasses.

The goods were commonly plain and coarse, and the showy ones

were unsubstantial. Beautiful as the city looked from a distance,

it did not so well bear close inspection. I have seen but little in

China that does. The streets were rather wider and many of

them were cleaner, than those seen in the Chinese cities hitherto

visited by foreigners, though this is not saying much. Most of

the houses had wooden fronts, and apparently brick or plaster

walls ; very few were floored : they commonly have only the

ground, or, at best, tiles under their feet, and the furniture of a

great majority of their houses is most inferior in kind, and scanty

in quantity. Over the door of nearly every house there was an
open-mouthed tiger painted. The Chinese are certainly as great

strangers to the virtue of cleanliness, as any people so far advanced
in civiUzation as they really are ; it will require a long training to

give them those habits of neatness and order requisite to real com-
fort. I know these are disagreeable truths to those fond of ro-

mance, but the missionary to the Chinese must lay aside many
romantic ideas, and accustom himself to many things unpleasant,

and to some that are almost revolting to his finer feelings. The
main thing is, neither to suffer himself to be so disgusted with
their deficiencies as to cease compassionating them, nor to sink to

their low level, when he ought rather to bring them up to his own
standard.

After dinner we went up in a boat some distance above the city,

and walked among the rice-grounds and sugar-canes. How much
the latter reminded me of the luxuriant corn-fields of Maryland !

We saw several men watering the rice-grounds by means of the

chain pump, which is worked by the foot, and is described in

Davis's China, ch. 19. This may be the same contrivance that

was used in Egypt, and is referred to in the Scriptures :
" thou

sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot as a garden of

herbs ;" Deut. xi. 10. The people gathered around us, and Mr. A.
addressed them in two different places. Some of them attended
carefully, but most of them seemed more disposed to examine our
dress than to listen to religious discourse.

We returned to our boat, and concluded to go in her to Cho-bey
at the change of the tide. We had seen nearly all w^e wanted at

Chang-ChoWj and had succeeded in our object in visiting the city.
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quite as well as could have been expected. Our object, it will be

reinembeied, was not so much to distribute tracts,* and perform

direct missionary labor, as it was to see the country, obtain inlbr-

mation respecting the people, and learn what prospect there was
for missionary labors among them. On this last point, some re-

marks will be found in the sequel.

The boat in which we had lodged was owned by an old man
and his w^fe. She w^as above seventy years old, and according to

the universal custom in the Fubkeen province, wore llowers,

wdiich in their freshness and bloom, contrasted strangely with her

gray hairs. On inquiring whether infanticide were common in

this region or not, she replied, that it was on shore, though not

among the people w4io live in the boats. Hearing a little child

cry, and asking whose it was, she said that it was a little girl

wliich she had found exposed on the banks of the river, and had
taken to bring up. This was the fourth child she had rescued

after they had been exposed by their parents, but the three previ-

ous ones had died before growing up. The old woman had a little

grandson, nine or ten years old, and said she meant to bring up
the little girl she now had, for his wife.

Friday, October 6. Arrived at Cho-bey before daylight, and soon

after sunrise went ashore to see the place. It is a walled tow^n,

but the part within the walls is by no means so extensive as that

without. Here, as elsewhere, crowds followed us, noisier too. and
ruder than those of Chang-Chow, though they offered us no man-
ner of insult, and most readily allowed us to pass wherever we
chose. We found it quite a large and populous place, stretching

at least a mile along the shore, and I know not how far back from

the river. It is a busy, bustling place of trade
;
the shops were

crowded with goods, commonly of a very coarse quality, and the

streets thronged with people. For dirt and filth, it excels every

other place I have seen, and some of the streets were actually

sickening. Several persons who had been to Amoy, recognized

Mr. A., and one of them, who had been a patient of Dr. Cum-
ming's at Ku-lang-su, volunteered to guide us through the streets,

which are so narrow, from three to twelve feet wide, and so

crooked, that w^e should have found it difficult to proceed alone.

The number of fresh fish in the markets was really surprising.

The river is here not one-fourth of a mile wide, and hardly six

feet deep, and yet as far as we could learn, it supplies the whole

of the teeming population of both its banks, including those of the

cities of Chang-Chow, Cho-bey, and Haeteng. Here we saw im-

mense numbers of fine large fish, fresh from the water, and excel-

lent in flavor, as we proved by experiment. After walking till we
were tired, we stopped in front of an idol temple, and Mr. A. ad-

* I should have mentioned that the officers to whom w»i gave the tracts on our first

arrival, told us artervvards that th^-y had read them carefully, and highly approved of

their doctrines. Part of this is. doubtless, mere Chinese politeness, but the perusal of

the tracts may, with God's blessing, lead them to the truth.
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dressed the crowd that gathered around us. They were quite at-

tentive, and the questions asked by several of them, showed that

they understood what was spoken to them.

Being heartily tired, and having no wish to return to the crowded
streets of Cho-bey, we started, after breakfast, for Haeteng. The
tide was against us, but two men rowed us there, a distance of

four or five miles for one hundred cash, or about nine cents. It

was about eleven o'clock wlien we reacbed Haeteng, and having se-

cured a boat to convey us to Amoy in the afternoon, we started

for a walk. The city is surrounded by a high wall, which on the

side next the river is double. The outer wall ran close alongside

of the little stream where our boat was anchored, and when we
entered the gates we found a large space between tbe outer and
inner walls, almost wholly occupied by gardens and rice-grounds.

Ascending the outer wall, we walked some distance, and as there

were but few bouses, we were not annoyed by a crowd. Presently

the outer wall came rio^ht as^ainst the inner one, which was some
four or six feet higher, and to avoid going round some distance we
climbed over it, and walked along the ramparts. The wall is

about fifteen feet high, and five feet thick, and is built of >6tone,

but did not appear strong. The plain outside of the wall was ex-

tensive, and was occupied by rice-grounds ; there were no villages

within a jnile or two of the side where we stood, but some distance

pflf, we could see several of large size. Tiie city itself we could

not see, there being so many trees within the walls as quite to

prevent our seeing where most of the houses lay. After walking
a quarter of a mile along the wall, we went down looking into a
new and neat temple, and strolled through several of the streets.

They were wider and far neater than any we had seen elsewhere,

but we saw very few people. Perhaps it should be said, compara-
tively few, for we had become so accustomed to crowds, that a
hundred persons behind us seemed quite a small assemblage. In
the course of our walk w^e saw a couple of stages, on which some
actors in gaudy dresses were performing games for the amusement
of the audience. Their music was anything but agreeable, but
we did not stop to witness the performances, as we found that we
were attracting more attention than the players. It was now
noon, the sun was hot, we had been wearied at Cho-bey in the
morning, besides being almost overpowered by the excitement of
the two previous days, and the wind being ahead, it was impor-
tant to secure the favorable tide, which was now making for Amoy.
Accordingly we turned our faces homeward, and at sunset re-en-

tered our houses in Ku-lang-su
;
glad and thankful for the won-

derful things we had seen, the favois received, and the mercies
enjoyed during our three days' excursion.

In looking back over this excursion, and over the whole of my
voyage, there are several points that deserve to be prominently
brought forward ; and though my journal is already long, a few
remarks on each will not be out of place.
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1. The attentive reader of this journal will have been struck
with the frequent reference to the amazing populousness of the
country ;

but it is impossible to convey any adequate iilea of the
real state of the case. If the cities of Boston, New York, Phila-

delpliia and Baltimore were situated in a valley forty miles long,

and ten or fifteen broad, and the whole intervening country were
so thickly covered with villages that a man should never be out
of sight of one or more of them, still the population of that valley

would not be as great as is the population of that part of China,
of which the preceding pages speak. At seven o'clock in the morn-
ing we were at Amoy ; by two o'clock, p. m., we had passed
Haetengand Cho-bey, and were anchored at Chang-Chow. Here
were four cities, any one of which would be a city of the first size

in the United States, and around these four cities, there must be
at least two hundred villages and towns ; and this is not all, for

within thirty miles of Amoy, in another direction, is the city of

Tung-an, said to be twice as large as Amoy, with, I know not how
many towns and villages in its neighborhood. The mind is over-

whehned to think of this immense population, numerous as the

sand on the sea-shore, and all so closely crowded together, and so

easily reached, by water communication, for in a boat you may
go to any one of those places in less than a single day. If the

country around each of the other ports is as populous, as we now
know that around Amoy to be, and the probability, from all I can
learn, is that it is quite as populous, then what fields are here for

Christian effort ! I am astonished and confounded, and even, after

what I have seen, can scarcely believe the half of what must be

true respecting the multitudes of people who live in Chma, and
the multitudes who are perfectly accessible to the efforts of the

missionary. This leads me to remark,

2. The facilities for access to the people. It is hard for one who
has not been here in former times, riglitly to appreciate this sub-

ject. Two years ago, the protestant missionaries were confined to

Canton and Macao, and in neither of these places were they al-

lowed free access to the people, or those opportunities of social

intercourse with them, that are indispensable to the full success

of tlie missionary work. Now, how changed is the scene ! Here
are four large cities, with itmumerable villages around tliem, where
we have free access to the people, without encountering tiie preju-

dices that so hindered us at Canton and Macao. Around each of

these four cities, there are many other large and populous cities,

between which, and the cities to which foreigners may freely come,

there is constant intercourse. It is true we are not aUowed to go

to these otiier cities. The government at Pekin still prohihits for-

eigners from straying beyond certain limits. This was evident

from the opposition we met from the olficers at Chanii:-Chi)W. But

it is impossible for this exclusive system to continue long. It has

already received its death-l)low. and everything conspires to hasten

its fall. Foreigners will visit these interior cities, the people will
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see them and talk about them, and wonder why the government
refuses to allow them to enter the country. They will come and
see us at the ports already opened, they will be influenced by what
they see and hear, and by the extension of commerce, and the oc-

casional visits of those who go into the interior. Our visit to

Chang-Chow will not soon be forgotten by the thousands who then,

for the first time, saw a foreigner. Our being known as religious

teachers, and being so respectfully treated by the otficers, will have
its influence ; and I do not despair of seeing the time when our

missionaries shall have their station at Haeteng and Chang-Chow,
and Tung-an, and at the large cities around the other ports, just

as freely as they now have at Amoy, and Ningpo and Shanghae.
Yet, even if it should not be so, even if the door should remain
closed against the personal operations of the missionary, longer

than now seems probable, the way is abundantly open for the dis-

tribution of religious books, and their dispersion into the interior

of the country. Nothing is easier, had we the funds, and the

books, than to send tracts in any quantities, ten, twenty, fifty miles

into the interior, from any of the ports just opened ; and as soon

as we have the men, and suitable tracts ready, we shall need

printing-presses at each of those ports, solely to print religious

books for the people. Verily, God hath done great thiiigs for us,

whereof we are glad. The Church is bound to render to God
hearty and constant thanks for the field, which, in his gracious

providence, is thus thrown open before her. Let there be no more
complaints that China is not open, and her people not accessible.

China is open as widely as we can now desire, and so many of

her people are accessible, that the Church will find it diflicult, even

if she put forth ten-fold the strength she has hitherto done, ade-

quately to meet their wants.

3. It has been strongly and repeatedly impressed upon my
mind, from what I have lately seen, that to no country in the

world will our Saviour's words, " to the poor the Gospel is

preached," be found so applicable as to China. Many people look

on China as it were some great mine of gold and jewels, where
every man is clothed in silks and faring sumptuously every day

;

but nothing can be further from the true state of the case. There
are many wealthy men in China, and wherever the missionary

goes, he will meet them, and associate with them. But the great

mass of the people are poor, in the strictest sense of the term. It

cannot but be so, where a country is so crowded with inhabitants,

that there is sometimes hardly room to bury their dead out of their

sight, the great majority of the people must be poor. You see it

here, in the coarse clothing they wear, the food they eat, the

homes they inhabit, the furniture they use, and the wages they

receive. You see it in the fact that their only coined money is so

small that it requires twelve hundred to make a dollar, and happy
is he who receives two hundred of these for his day's labor. Let

the missionary who comes to China, bear this in mind. The



JOURNAL IN AMOY. 233

brightest talents are needed in preaching to the poor, but espe-

cially will he need the graces of humility and self-denial, of faith

and of patience, in his intercourse with this people, and his eObrts

to instruct them. This is a point that admits of nuich enlarge-
ment, both in proving the poverty of the people, if tliat be neces-

sary, and in speaking of the qualifications necessary to one who
labors among them. But a word to the wise and the tJiou^lUfulj
is sufficient.

4. It is a sad and melancholy thing to be obliged to refer so

often as I have done to the prevalence of the use of opium in

China. Tlie number of vessels employed, and the amount of capi-

tal embarked in the opium trade, have been slightly referred to in

the preceding pages. At some other time I may give fuller state-

ments on this subject ; but at present, all that need be added, is,

that the half has not been told. The connivance of tlie Chinese
officers, at the traffic, and the eagerness of the Chinese people to

procure the drug, have also been referred to. I have only further

to say, that wherever I have been in China, I have seen it used.

In all the opium depots along the coast, it is of course freely used.

At Amoy, " every man who can affi^rd to buy it, uses it." In the

little island of San-pan-shan, the only question the people asked
of the Christian missionary, was, whether he had opium to sell,

and there he saw the floor of the idol temple covered with the half-

stupefied smokers of opium. While at Chang-Chow, one of the

officers came on board the boat where we lodged, and while he
was on board, I perceived the peculiar smell of opium, and look-

ing down, saw two men smoking it in the hold beneath my feet.

I have been made sick by the smeU of it, in an opium house at

Canton, and have held my breath as I passed the opium dens in

Macao. I have walked on the steep hill-sides of Hong Kong, and
there have seen common beggars^ who dwelt '-in cliffs of the val-

leys, in caves of the earth, and in rocks"—and who were too poor
to buy an opium pipe, smoking opium out of a little earthen vessel

in which they had drilled a hole, that it might serve as a substi-

tute for a pipe ! And what hope can there be for such a people?
Men of the world, honorable and upright men too, will sell them
opium for money. The Chinese will buy it, let the emperor
thunder against it as long as he chooses, and the smoker will use
it, though it weakens his body, impairs his mind, stupefies his con-

science, and renders him miserable when not under its influence.

There is no help for them but in God. The use of opium in Cliina

will never be abolished, until a reformation, similar to the temper-

ance reformation of America, commence among the people them-
selves. And that reformation I fear will not connnence, and cer-

tainly will not be completed, till the religion of Christ takes deep
root, and becomes the predominant power in China. Let Chris-

tians, then, cry mightily unto God, in behalf of this ancient peo-

ple. His hand is not shortened that it cannot save, nor his ear

heavy that it cannot hear.
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Hong Kong, October 16th, 1843.

After getting back to Amoy on Friday, I spent part of that

night and the next day in writing oif the preceding account. A
little vessel of some thirty tons burden, here called a Lorcha, be-

ing about to sail for Macao and Hong Kong, I found Mr. Roberts

had taken passage in her. As there was no prospect of a vessel

soon for Hong Kong from Amoy, and as I was anxious to reach

home soon, I concluded to take a passage in her too. Mr. Abeel

did not want me to go so soon
; and certainly, although she prom-

ised a safe and quick passage, tliere was every prospect of its be-

ing an uncomfortable ojie, the vessel being so small, and likely to

roll so much. No danger, however, was apprehended, and the

price of passage, only twenty dollars, was an inducement. I should

probably have had to pay forty or fifty dollars, besides wailing

sometime, if I went in a ship. The Lorcha was manned by three

Englishmen and four Chinese, had mat sails, and had recently

come up from Macao against the monsoon.
Monday at noon, though the wind was very high, we started.

Soon got to the mouth of the harbor
;
but there we found the wind

so strong, and the sea so high, we were afraid to go out, and there-

fore put back to wait for better weather. The wind abated dur-

ing the night, and the next day, we started again, got to sea, and

were fairly on our course. The wind was still strong, and the sea

rough, but we went on finely, and in six hours were a long way
off from Amoy. Soon after dark, however, our rudder was broken

by the violence of a wave that struck it. The rudders of all the

Chinese built vessels are v*ry large awkward things, and very apt to

be broken. We found ourselves quite helpless, as we could not

direct the vessel's course at all. Being quite dark, there was
not'iing we could do but heave the vessel to and let her drift till

daylight. In so small a vessel, and in such a situation, I con-

sidered it a little unsafe, and kept awake nearly all night, to see

how she would behave. But though the wind and sea were
strong and rough, she rode like a duck, and though rolling very

much, took in little water. Mr. Roberts was very sea-sick.

Wednesday morning, the weather continued clear but rough,

and we found ourselves drifting along the coast. The men tried

to make a new rudder with two bamboo poles, but it would not

work. They then slept several hours, and tried to repair the bro-

ken rudder ; but did it so awkwardly that it also was useless.

They seemed disposed then to do nothing but wait for calmer

weather. At this season of the year there was no prospect of the

weather growing worse than it then was. I.knew, also, that the

course of the wind and current would cause us to drift down along

the coast in sight of land as far as Pedro Branca, a rock forty-five

miles from Hong Kong. After reaching that rock, there would
be danger of being driven out into the open China Sea ; but at

the rate we supposed we were going, we did not expect to see Pe-
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dro Branca for five or six days, and we were pretty sure in that
time that the weather would moderate. 1 conchided, tlierefore,

that tiiere was no immediate cause of apprehension, hut it was
very unpleasant to think of spending- so many days in that httle

rolling damp place. Yet there seemed to he no help for it, and I

tried to nerve my mind to bear it. A httle spray occasionally
dashed over ns, and sometimes a few drops forced themselves
through the windows, and made our sleeping place wet, but, alto-

gether, it was very far superior to the long-boat. During Wednes-
day night I found Mr. Roberts was a great deal alarmed. However,
I was an older sailor than he, and my former " experience" now
wrought " hope," so that I had little fear.

Thursday we drifted on, gradually however edging oiT further

from the land. One of the men had been along tiie coast fre-

quently, and said he knew where we were, all the time. Accord-
ing to his acconnt, we were drifting at about thirty miles a day.
Thursday night also Mr. Roberts was much alarmed, and I

confess I did not myself like the idea of our getting out so far from
land as we evidently were. However, I slept well, as I had done
the night before. The weather too seemed to be a little better

;

wind abating some, though the sea was still rough.

Friday morning at daylight we could scarcely see the land, and
by nine o'clock we were out of sight of it. Finding the men
were disposed to do very little, I took the matter in hand, and rep-

resenting the danger of being out at sea, urged the propriety of

running the boat on shore if possible
; and if nothing better offered,

of trying to go to Hong Kong by land. This stirred them up, and
they agreed to try and repair the rud(ier a little better, and do
something in that way if possible. We saw several fishing-boats

going out to fish, a pretty sure sign that the fishermen anticipated

a calm time. After a little while the men got their rudder repair-

ed. She worked admirably, and we went on our course finely.

" Thank God." said one of the men, " we shall see Pedro Branca to-

night." This was before eleven o'clock, a. m. In half an hour or

so, I said to the captain, " Is that an English or a Chinese vessel,

away otf there ?"—" Well, I was just a lookin
;
oh, I 'spose it's a

Chinese vessel." The mate looked at it steadfastly, " That ! that's

Pedro Branca ! forty-five miles from Hong Kong !" So it was, we
had drifted a hundred miles further than we thought, and had
come altogetlier one hundred and sixty miles in less than three

days ! How providential it was we got the rudder repaired at the

time we did ! If we had not, the probability is we should on that

day (Friday) have been in the China Sea ; and then almost our

only hope would have been to have been picked up by some vessel.

Truly goodness and mercy have followed me hitherto.

Saturday morning at daylight we were within ten miles of

Hong Kong. An American vessel was just before us. As soon

as the men saw her, they said, "That's an American ship." " How
do you know?" said I. '-Oh, any one who's accustomed to vessels
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can almost always tell an American vessel, they always look so

clean." The remark is one often made.
We anchored at nine o'clock a. m. in Hong Kong harhor, and

having breakfasted, and called the men into tiie cabin to render

thanks to God for the goodness and mercy received on our voyage,

we went ashore
; we were only one day longer in coming than

we had expected to he, notwithstanding the loss of our rudder.

Most of my friends in Hong Kong declared they never wonld
go to sea with me, as the elements were leagued against me, and
that I must consider myself as settled in Macao or Hong Kong.
The ship we saw, which got in just before us, was the Zenobia.
I did not get my letters till evening, and it kept me till bed-time

to get through with all,—but oh, what news ! a beloved

brother hopefully pious ; a donation of ten thousand dollars for

China
; five new missionaries preparing for the same great field !

My heart was full. For hours after I went to bed I could not

sleep. Oh how I thought of the past, the present and the future,

I got up and walked about the room ; being " merry," I sang a
hymn ; and knelt down to pray. Oh, it is worth a great deal to

get such news, and so delightful after the unpleasant contrast of

the w^eek previous.

Found the Hepburns had started about ten days before in a
very fine vessel for Amoy ; was very glad to hear it, though I

knew that with the winds they had had they could make little

progress, and would have a dreadfully rough time.

Sabbath (yesterday) I preached in the chapel here in the
morning, and talked to the boys in Mr. Brown's school in the

evening.

To-day I meant to have gone to Macao, but not being able to

get the specie on board the Zenobia safely deposited, I found it

necessary to remain another day. Just about four o'clock, who
should come in but Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn, driven back by the bad
weather. They were far more surprised to see me than I to see

them. They have had dreadful weather, and a rough time.

Poor Mrs. H. was very sea-sick, but looks quite as well as when I

left Macao. They will probably start in a few days to make a
second effort.

Macao, October 22d, 1843. The gale in which we lost our
rudder in the Lorcha, and drifted so far, was quite terrific further

south. The vessel in which the Hepburns were, had to put back
with the loss of spars, sails, (fee. ; several other vessels had also

to put back, and this last week in Hong Kong, we heard that the
vessel in which Mr. Medhurst and Mr. Milne were proceeding to

Chusan, had lost her top-masts, had her captain swept overboard,

and drowned, and was finally obliged to put into Manila in dis-

tress. Mr. Milne, describing the gale, said that " for ten hours
they expected nothing but death."

This week I have had a regular attack of chill and fever, the

first for thirteen years. It was brought on, I have no doubt, by
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the exposure of the last six weeks. Last Tluirsday was the

first day I have spent in bed from sickness, for more than eight

years.

How much reason I have for thankfulness in having been
spared so long ! But a very Httle sickness woukl soon knock me
up. My constitution is naturally so weak, tbat it takes me a long

time to recover from even a short illness. But I felt very little

anxiety on that score. It is a lonely tiling to be sick in a strange

land, but it leads one closer to the best and the all-present friend.

It is Saturday niglit ! everything is quiet, except an occasional

sound of music, reminding me of the notes of a French horn I

once heard on a canal boat, near Pittsburgh. It was a little be-

fore daylight I heard them
;
but it was far, far away, and long,

long ago. Now ! there goes a fruiterer, beating a couple of bam-
boo sticks together. You never hear such sounds, so sharp and
clear, in the United States. The sound of music transported me
away, but the sharp clicking of the huckster's stick sreminded me
again that ' I am a stranger in the earth."

October 24th. How sad and mysterious oftentimes are the dis-

pensations of Providence. I must close my journal wilh the death

of the Rev. Mr. Dyer, who has been so long engaged in preparing

Chinese metal type. He came up here in July with the other mis-

sionaries of the London Missionary Society, to attend a missionary

meeting ordered by tfieir society in Hong Kong. After transacting

all the business required, he went to Canton to see the place, and was
there taken with the disease that has prevailed so fearfully in

Hong Kong this year. He began to recover, took his passage in

a vessel going to Singapore, and came down to Hong Kong ; I saw
him there on board his ship, the day I got back from Amoy. He
was recovering rapidly. The vessel came over here, and was un-

expectedly detained several days ; he had a relapse, was brought

ashore to our house, and died this morning at ten o'clock. Yes-

terday his mind was wandering all day, but this morning he was
sensible, knew us all, knew he was dying, said he felt " very

happy," and often repeated " sweet Jesus, sweet Jesus." I was
with him when he died. His spirit seemed to depart with scarcely

a struggle. He had been out in this region seventeen years, and
there is no one who can take the place he occupied. He has left

a wife and four children. Humanly speaking, his death is a

very great loss. He was a man of piety and prayer, and of a most

Catholic spirit.

Tiius we go : one after another is called to his long home. In

one respect, the death of these servants of God is even cheering.

Their work is linished, and thus another part of the great work

God has to do on earth is accomplished. It will not have to be

done again. . . .
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Macao, October 26th, 1843.

My Dear Father—
.... In your letter of April .5th, 1843, you express a wish for

some more definite information respecting Morrison's translation

of the Bible, and also tlie various tracts that have been published

by the missionaries. Some of my previous letters had character-

ized Dr. Morrison's translation as being a very imperfect one, and
unintelligible to the Chinese. You remark, '• If Morrison's Trans-

lation be so imperfect, when are we to have a better? Of his

honesty no one entertains a doubt. His long service for the Com-
pany, and that to their satisfaction, shows his abihty as a Chinese

scholar. Now, when are we to get a superior to hhn as a Chinese

scholar ?"

These suggestions appear to have force, and I do not wonder
that the committee were surprised to hear a Translation by such

a man characterized as exceedingly imperfect. But there are

several considerations that will, I think, remove much of the sur-

prise, and show that, in the nature of things, his translation must

be very defective, and that a better one may reasonably soon be

expected.

It must be borne in mind that Dr. Morrison was the first Prot-

estant missionary who commenced the study of Chinese. When
he commenced it, there were no facilities whatever for the study.

He had to make his own Grammar, and his own Dictionary. He
had to study out every phrase and form for himself and by

himself. Now, Dr. Morrison was a man of sound mind and pa-

tient industry, but no one considers him a man of exalted genius.

He could not run through a language, and thoroughly apprehend

its whole spirit, in the compass of a few years ; still less can it be

supposed, that he could speedily master the Chinese language, the

most difficult of all languages, when he was utterly unprovided

with helps for its acquisition. He was in the service of the Com-
pany, and perhaps one of the most profitable servants they ever

had
;

yet his service for them, after a while, could have little

benefit on his knowledge of Chinese as far as the translation of

Scripture was concerned. The phrases, and idioms, and general

language he used in their service, w^ere not the kind wanted in

translating the Scripture. The man who is constantly talking

about dollars and cents, and quarrelling, as he was often obliged

to do, with the Chinese, may soon attain a great deal of fluency

in language appropriate to such subjects, but very unsuitable for

a version of the oracles of God. Add to this, that his time was so

constantly enjployed, first, in preparation of his Dictionary, and,

second, in the Company's service, and what is most important of

all, that his version of tlie Scriptures was not made after he had
fully acquired the Chinese language, but while he was yet learn-

ing it, and you will see abundant reasons for supposing, a prioriy

that it must prove a defective one. He commenced it in less than
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five years after he first began to study Chinese
;
printed the Acts

in 1810, only three years after liis arrival in China
;
pros(xnted

his translation, "with many an aching head from his duties as

translator to the Company," and finished it in 1819. The printing

of it was finished in 1822. And his subsequent revisions and cor-

rections were very, very slight indeed. Here, tlien, is the state of

the case:—Dr. Morrison, without any assistance, but by his own
unaided eflbrts, commenced and prosecuted the study of the Chi-
nese. At a very early period in his studies, he began to translate

and print the Scriptures. He carried on his translation wht'ii oc-

cupied with a load of other business; and he finished it before he
had half finished his own missionary life. The time he actually

spent in translation and revision was but twelve years. He had
Dr. Milne's help part of the time, for part of the work

; but how is

it possible that so great a work as the translation of the Bible,

made into so difficult a language as the Chinese, by so few men,
with, in the nature of the case, such limited accjuaintance of the

languages into which and from whicli they translated, while each
of them had so many other cares and duties pressing on them,
should be otherwise than very defective and imperfect? The
wonder is that they accomplished so much as they did ; but I am
more and more convinced that Dr. Morrison's fame must rest on
his Dictionary, rather than on his Translation of the Scriptures.

You refer to the testimony given by Messrs. Evans, Dyer, and
Kidd, in favor of Morrison's and against Medhurst's Translation.

This is a melancholy subject to refer to. All three of these men
are now deceased. Mr. Dyer was one of the excellent of the

earth, and went to his rest rejoicing, but two days ago. He died

in this house ; and from the desk where I now write, I could hear
him exclaim, ere he departed, "Sweet Jesus, sweet Jesus." But
though he w^as a good man, and full of faith, he was not in all

respects well qualified to judge of such a matter
The new version is confessedly very imperfect ; but at a late

meeting of most of the Protestant iiiissionaries in China, it w^as

voted unanimously, Mr. Dyer among them, that the last version

was much superior to any preceding one. Thus the matter now
stands in regard to versions already made.
While the London Missionary Society missionaries were in Hong

Kong, they held, in conjunction with all the then missionaries

there, being altogether about three-fourths of all the missionaries

in China, a convention, to devise measures for a new translation.

I attended one or two of the meetings, and have seen the proceed-

ings of all,—the most of which I approve of The plan is, to take

up the New Testament first ; divide it into five portions, and assign

one to each station where there are missionaries competent to the

task. After each station has finished its portion, it is to send a

copy to every other station. After they have all revised each

other's work, one person is to be selected from each station
;
these

are to meet together, and revise and publish the whole. The
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Stations are, 1. Ningopo and Shani^hai ; 2. Fuhchow ; 3. Amoy

;

4. Hong Kong and Canton ; 5. Bankok. It is supposed that sev-

eral years, say four or five, will be required to complete the work.
I have my fears that the plan will be found quite too complicated,

and that, from the distance of the stations from each other, it will

not work very well ; wliile the very dilferent qualifications of the

persons at the different stations will produce a work of very un-

equal merit in its parts. But periiaps it is the best plan that could
well be devised.

In regard to the tracts, many of the remarks made on the

translation of Morrison's Bible are equally applicable to them.
They have been made in the early stages of the missionaries'

studies. One or two of Medhurst's are very good, and one or two
of Milne's. The Two Friends, by the latter, is perhaps the best

Chinese tract we have, and it is generally understood. Yet only
a short time ago, ni}^ Chinese teacher, who has been associating

with foreigners for ten years, and understands our modes of

thought very well, while reading it came to a sentence which
puzzled him. At last he said, " Oh, now I understand it, but I

don't think that a Chinese who is unacquainted with the foreign-

ers would." Indeed I do not think the true nature of the Chinese
language is yet understood by most of those who study it. It is

common to call it a nionosijllahic language. It is no more mono-
syllabic than our good old Saxon English : for there are hundreds
and thousands of dissyllables in Chinese, and the want of a
proper knowledge of these, is one of the great defects in our ac-

quaintance with the language. Mr. Medhurst was studying it

before I was born
; and yet he told me not long ago, that he was

often puzzled even yet by the compound characters.

There is no foreigner living perfectly acquainted with the lan-

guage
;
and even those who speak it really very well, often make

mistakes in writing it, and use phrases and idioms that a Chinese
never uses and does not understand. A learned man among the
Chinese, may be able to pick some sense out of their writings

;

but a common man, and the mass of our Chinese readers are and
will be common men, are often at a loss to find the sense. The
subject is strange to them ; the ideas are entirely new, and it is

no wonder if an uneducated man is mystified, when a character
is used in an improper sense. The mistakes made sometimes are
quite ludicrous

; and occasionally things are printed in Chinese
that are ridiculous. For example, last January Mr. pub-
lished a Chinese Christian Almanac. In the almanac was an
account of the planets. Wishing to say, that Jupiter had four

moons, he actually transferred the word satellites into Chinese,
making sa-tie-urh-le-tee out of it ! I could hardly believe my eyes

when I saw this. Why he did not say that Jupiter has sze yue,

four moons, I cannot conceive ; but, I am sure it would puzzle a
Chinese, as much as it w^ould an Englishman, to know what sa-

tie-urh-le-tee meant.
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A good many tracts have been written in Chinese. Some of

them aie good, and deserve to be widely circulated; some might
be made good by careful revision

;
some, and I suppose by far

the larger part, ought to be entirely rewritten. I do not think

that this is at all to be wondered at. See what a language we
have to learn ; see how short a time the majority of Chinese mis-

sionaries have spent in studying it ; see how hastily many of

them have written after commencing to learn it. The wonder
rather is, that so much that is good has been written. How
many of the translations and productions of the first missionaries

to India are now in use? It is less than forty years since the

first missionary came, and may be said to be less than thirty since

anything was done here, in the way of direct missionary effort;

for there were but two before Mr. Medhurst, and he has been here

but twenty-seven years. Our numbers are increasing
;
great

variety of talent is coming into the field; the facilities for learn-

ing the language are dally increasing, and with the blessing of

God, I trust that ere long a brighter day will break, it dawns al-

ready upon the literature of China. In the mean time, however,

we shall not hasten the coming of that day, by saying there is

not now a darkness around us. Rather let our eyes be opened

to see how dark it is, and then we shall know better how much
light we want, and liovr jnuch we want light. It is not necessary,

I suppose, to bring //ic.s'e statements before the public; but it is

absolutely necessary that those who manage the allairs of the mis-

sion here should know precisely what the state of the case is. I

trust the conurjittee will not consider these remarks as discourag-

ing in their nature. I look on them as quite the reverse. Let

us know w4ierein we have failed in times past, and then the way
is clear to avoid such failure in time to come. The experience

of the past is gain to us for the future. The work, to be sure, is

very difficult, but therefore, so much the more must we exert

ourselves ; and while we exert ourselves, let us look to the

strono- for streny^th, and to the wise for wisdom. I never feel so

much hope of ultimate success in our work, as when the view of

the difftcuUies here presses most strongly; because then I am
driven away from all dependence on human strength, and seek

to rest on that almighty arm which is ever stretched out, and to

look for the guidance of him who is infinite in council and in

knowledge.
But I have perhaps written enough on the subject of transla-

tions and tracts. . . .

Your affectionate son, W. M. Lowrie.

Macao, October 27th, 1843.

My Dear Father—
The past fifteen months have been times of sore trial, in one

respect or other, to the Protestant missionaries in China. I have

16
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been struck, in looking over the list of those in this part of the

world, to see that scarcely a single one has escaped without some
personal affliction, either of sickness or accident, or some deeply

painful bereavement. Mrs. Boone died at Ku-Iang-su, August
30th, 1842, and her husband has since been obliged to return to

the United States, partly on account of his own impaired health,

and partly for the sake of his motherless children. Mrs. Dean
died in Hong Kong, in March, 1843. Dr. Hepburn, Dr. Hobson,

and Mr. Stronach, have each lost a ^on within the year. Dr.

Lockhart lias been called to mourn the death of an only child in

the same time. Mr. Medhurst, Mr. Milne, and myself, have either

been shipwrecked or most narrowly escaped it. Mr. Brown's

house in Hong Kong was attacked 'and plundered by a gang of

robbers in the night. Mr. McBryde has been ol)liged to return to

the United States, from failure of health. But a day or two since,

Mr. Dyer, who had spent seventeen years in laboring for the Chi-

nese, was removed by death, when absent from his family
;
and

almost every other missionary here has had attacks of sickness

more or less severe. We have all met with a severe loss in the

death of the Hon. John R. Morrison, who died on the 29th of last

August. He was the eldest son of the late Dr. Morrison, the first

Protestant missionary to China. There was bitter mourning here

when he died, for probably no foreigner in China was so popular

with all classes as he. His acquaintance with the language and
manners of the Chinese, his mental abilities, and his business hab-

its, rendered his services invaluable to the English government, and
his death at this period, has been well called " a national loss."

His kindness and urbanity of manners, and his readiness to oblige,

made him a favorite with all who knew him ;
and his ardent piety,

his influence, and his sincere desires to assist the missionaries in

their labors, make us all feel that we have lost our best human
friend in China. I shall not soon forget the deep feeling with

which ho once said to me, " I wish you would call on me \vhen-

ever you think I can be of service to you. I cannot be a mission-

ary myself, but I wish to make it my first object to assist those

who are, and to further the cause of Christ in China." Such I

doubt not were his real sentiments ; and his actions showed that

they were not 7nere feelings. I fear we shall not soon see his

equal among us again.

It is a question of much interest, what is the design of God in

sending all these afflictions on his servants here, and in t!ms re-

moving one and another apparently so well qualified for his ser-

vice, and whose loss it is so difficult to replace. It may be that

we have grievously offl^nded him by our lukewarmness in his ser-

vice in times past ; and thus he corrects us for our iniquities.

When his judgments are among us may we learn righteousness,

while our time lasts, may we be diligent in his service !

Perhaps these afflictions are intended to teach another lesson.

When God has any great work for any of his servants to do, he
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usually prepares them for it by a previous and often painful train-

ing. It may be he has some great work in store to be accom-
plished by the missionaries in China; and by these trying dispen-
sations of his providence, he is exercising our faith and cultivatino"

our graces, that we may the more acceptably serve him, and the
more skilfully gather in the harvest of this great field. There are
also other considerations worthy to be attended to. A train of
thought occurred to me shortly after hearing of Mrs. Dean's
death, that may, perhaps, not prove uninteresting, and without
further apology I offer it here.

The death of missionaries is in some respects, and especially to

the appreliension of sense, painful and discouraging. The need
of laborers, particularly in China, is so great, our numbers are so
few, and it is so difficult to obtain more, that we feel the loss of

even one, very sensibly. Especially is this the case, when one so

well qualified for usefidness as Mrs. D. is removed. She had been
here so long as to have made good progress in acquiring the lan-

guage
;
and her prospects of continued health were as fair as those

of any of her companions. But she is gone with sudden sickness,

cut down and withered like a flower. Her sun is gone down
while it is yet day, and we are left to mourn her absence. For
her we do not weep. She is "gone into peace, resting upon her
bed, walking in uprightness." Already it has l^een said to her,
" Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord !" We sorrow only for ourselves, and for the church

;

and yet our feelings should not all be sorrowful, for there is joy

even to ourselves, connected with thoughts of the departure of the
servants of God.

To the eye of faith, the death of laborers in the great field of
the world, is hardly an object of discouragement. We know that
God directs all things; we know that he has "determined the
times before appointed, and the bounds of men's habitation." " Our
days are determined, and the number of our months is with him

;

and he has appointed our bounds, which we cannot pass." Job
xiv. 5. He has a work for each of us to do, and when our work
is dojie, he will call us to go and be with him. But surely not be-

fore it is done

:

" Man is immortal till his work is done."

We may be sure, therefore, that God would not have called the
spirit of our fellow-laborer away, if she had not finished the work
he had for her to do. What, then, should be our conclusion, v.^hen

we see one after another departing? NoC, surely, that God will

now permit his church to suffer loss for want of their services.

We should rather say, "God, whose plans include eveiy event of,
providence, has now finished another part of his great work;
and having no further employment here for the servant, engaged
in that part of the work, he has sent lo call her home."
Thus as one after another is removed, we may say, "Another
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and yet another part of the work is done. It is completed, and
needs not to be gone over again. The tears that have been shed

will not need to fall again
;
the sorrows that have been endured

are not again to be endured
;
the labors that have been perform-

ed will not again be required." To us, with our weak eyes and
feeble sight, the work of each may seem unfinished when they

go ; but it seems not so to God. We know that his own cause is

mfinitely dear to him, and He will not sulfer it to fail for want of

laborers. If our work is done, and surely He best knows when
it is done, why should we wish to tarry longer, or seek to detain

our fellow-laborers from the rest, the rewards, and the glorious

crowns that await them ?

To us who are left behind, these bereavements are not in all

respects discouraging. What is our condition, at best? Is it not

one of toil, and of trial, and of trouble—of sorrow and affliction,

of labor and temptation? Do not disappointments cluster thick

around us, and our inward corruptions at times rise up and boil

over, till we are ready to say, "Oh, let me not live always," and
we even dread the idea of long life on earth? Is it not at times

appalling to think of ten or twenty or thirty years of such inces-

sant conflicts and labors? But why thus look forw^ard ? Why
trouble ourselves with the anticipations of future evil? What we
fear and shrink from, may never come upon us. We may not

live to see the evil days that shall yet come upon the earth.

Only two short wrecks have passed since our friend was in health

and vigor. She might have looked forward to as long a life as

any of us. She might have dreaded the evils we anticipate. Noio
her trials are over, and over forever. While we are still batthng
with the storm and the tempest, she is safe in the harbor.

While we often hang our harps upon the willows by the rivers of

Babylon, sbe is singing in the temples of Jerusalem. Let this be

our encouragement. We know not the time to go. It may be

very near. Behold, " the night is far spent and the day is at

hand." The waves are w^asting their strength ; the storm is

nearly over. The battle is almost fought, and the victory is

nearly won. "The time of our salvation is nearer than when
we believed;" and oh how joyful that salvation will be, after such
trials! Indeed they will greatly enhance its preciousness, and we
shall not then regret them. Think you that our sister now re-

grets having left friends and home to dwell among strangers? or

is sorry that here she wandered about, having nocertaiti dwelling-

place? Is it a sad thing to her that here she was tossed on the

rough sea? that all alone siie buried her first-born child upon a
strange shore, and in a heathen latid? No! Heaven will be the

§weeter, after these bitter draughts; rest more deligiitful, after

these toils : the haven more charming by contrast of the rough
aea without.

It is encouraging to think that home may be so near. We are

like sailors, who have indeed a compass to direct our course, but
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no means of ascertaining when our voyage shall end. All aroiuid

is one wide waste, and sea and sky alone meet our gaze. We
have sailed for many days over these troubled s(^as, and it may )>e

many days yet before we make the land
; and yet, to-monow

morning may show it in full view. Our time cannot be long.

Let this, then, encourage us to bear cheerfully its toils and trials,

and to labor diligently while it lasts.

"The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart; and
righteous men are taken away, none considering that the righteous

is taken away from the evil to come." If this be so, then rejoice

for those who depart—but pray for those who remain.

Your allectionate son, W. M. Lowrie.

Macao, October 21st, 1843.

Rev. J. C. LowRiE

—

My Dear Brother :— .... I am quite at a loss as to my own
future course. It really seems as if Providence did not intend that I

should leave Macao or Hong Kong. Last year I made two efforts

in splendid ships to go to Singapore and failed, but came back

here in safety in an old and leaky ship that required almost con-

stant pumping to keep her afloat. This year 1 tried to go to

Chusan in a vessel that was very well recommended, and where
every possible precaution liad been taken by the other passengers

to have everything on board necessary for the convenience and
success of the voyage. Yet we were most shamefully treated, the

vessel was found to be utterly unfit for sea, and we were obhged

to turn about without accomplishing our voyage. 1 returned here

in a little boat from Amoy, in which one-half the people out here

would not have ventured to go We did meet an accident, break-

ing our rudder, which might have proved a serious one ; and for

a while I almost felt about the sea, as David did of his great

persecutor :
" I shall surely perish one day by the hand of Saul."

But through the good hand of our God upon us, we succeeded in

repairing the rudder, and reached Hong Kong in safety after a

quick passage. What am I to think of these things ? Personally

I have no desire to remain in this part of the country, but rather

the contrary. The conveniences of living comfortably may be

enjoyed to a much greater extent here 'than at any other part;

but the opportunities for direct usefulness among the people are

far less. My acquaintances all tell me, jokingly, that I am not

to leave Macao ; and indeed for the present I see but little pros-

pect of it. As far as 1 can see now, I am fixed here for a year

and a half yet. And it is now a pretty serious question, whether

it would not be best to take up this dialect, the Canton. Hitherto

I have attended to the court dialect, as being the one I should

prolmbly find most useful in the northern parts.

However, 1 trust my way will yet i)e made plain. Hitherto the

Lord has led me by ways that Tknew not, and hereafter he will
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doubtless lead me by the best road. My hopes have been disap-

pointed more than once ; and yet in every case I have seen after-

wards that it was for the best. It is a good thing to be tried with

disappointments, at least it has taught me practically
;
patience

worketh experience and experience hope.

I am much obliged to you for your kind offer to replace the

Morning Exercises and the Bible ; but I think you will find if

you look again, that my language is "quite definite;" that the

latter does not need replacing. It has gone with me through

many different places and scenes, and I value it more than I

could well express. My health continues very good, except that

I had an attack of chill and fever a few days ago, caused proba-

bly by the exposure of my late trip. The trip did me a great

deal of good in other respects. I had been worn down by the

hot summer, but seem to be quite revived and invigorated now.
The thermometer stands a little above 70° now.

I remain your affectionate brother,

W. M. LOWRIE.

P. S. I forgot to mention that I have lately become acquainted

with W. C. Milne, and have been very much pleased with him.

He mentioned having met you in London some years ago, and
wished to be very cordially remembered to you. He lately came
over-land from Ningpo to Hong Kong dressed in Chinese clothes,

wearing a tail, and escaped without detection, until he arrived

within a few miles of Hong Kong. I believe Sir Henry Pottinger

was not at all satisfied, that he made such an excursion. He
described it as having been a very interesting one, and I suppose
will publish some account of it in the Chinese Repository ere

long.

Macao, November 4th, 1843.

To THE Society of Inquiry in the Western Theolog-
ical Seminary.

Dear Brethren :—On the 27th of July, this year, a letter

was put into my hands, ^ddressed to my colleague in this mission,

the Rev. T. L. McBryde. As you will have learned before now,
he sailed for the United States, early in the month preceding its

arrival. He left with me, however, a discretionary power to open
his letters, and suspecting from the postmark that it was from
your society, I opened and read it. I suppose tliat a letter from
myself in reply, will be nearly equally acceptable, especially as

I was brought up almost in sight of your Seminary, and have spent

more than half of my life within thirty miles of it.

I can assure you, that it will ever afford me great pleasure to

correspond with you. I have been a theological student myself,

and know the interest that such students feel in letters from mis-
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sionaries
;
and I can speak from experience too, when I say that

a missionary is glad to receive letters from a society like yours. It

was interestintr to me to read your accounts of the revivals of re-

ligion in the West, for it recalled the memory of other days, when
I also shared in such precious seasons. Dear hrethren, you can-

not too highly value, nor too sedulously improve, the opportunities

you now have of intercourse in Christian society,—of laboring

for the good of souls, and especially of being present where the

spirit of the Lord is poured out. Should you ever become mission-

aries to the heathen, there is nothing that, in the review, will give

you more real delight than to recall such times. I have in my
native land mingled in various scenes ; 1 have gone to the literary

feast, the crowded assembly, and the cheerful social circle, and
found pleasure in all ; but I now recall, with far more satisfaction,

the sohtary walk over the hills with a single Christian brother,

the visit to the poor old Christian negro's cottage, the little prayer-

meeting in the house where the lame mother in Israel joined in

the song of praise, and the country Sabbath school. I have forgot-

ten many other things, but I have not forgotten the Brainerd meet-

ings of Jeircrson College, nor the time when, in one of the rooms
m your seminary, a classmate and myself bowed the knee in prayer

to our conH)ion Father. Lay up a store of such tilings for recollec-

tion, and they will cheer many a lonely hour in your future course.

Your letter asks several questions, which I will answer, and
also, if you permit, will add some otner items. You ask what
special preparation is necessary for the field of labor ? I think,

frinclpally those of a spiritual nature. I mean, strong faith

to believe God's promises that tlie w^orld shall be converted, for

you will find httle in the outward aspect of things to make
you think so

;
patience and perseverance, for both are needed.

You may have to labor here for many years, and sec little appar-

ent fruit to your labor. Above all, put on charity, which is the

bond of perfectness. Cultivate the spirit of love and forbearance,

for you will find abundant occasion for its exercise. I trust you
have none of those romantic notions that will induce you to think

a missionary a superior being. We are men of like passions

with others.' We come from ditferent parts of the world with differ-

ent views, from the influences of very different states of public

feeling. We come to a country where there is no public fei'hng,

where each man must judge for himself, where there is no stand-

ard of pubhc opinion such as you have at home. In such circum-

stances, it is natural to expect great diversity of view^s, and noth-

ing but the spirit of meekness, and forbearance, ai^d love will

enable you to live happily with your fellow-laborers. Tiie longer

I live, the more I am struck with the expressiveness of tliose reit-

ated conmjands of our Saviour in his last address to liis thsciples,

to love one another. Brethren, study and practise the thirteenth

chapter of first Corinthians, and it will do you good wherever

you are.
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As to Other preparations, the more you know on all subjects,

provided you know it well, the better. There is hardly an item
of general knowledge of any kind that I ever acquired, which I

have not already found occasion to bring into use. On subjects

of general knowledge, it is important, if you come to this field, to

know pretty well the histories of England, France, and India. I

take for granted tliat you know the history of our own coun-
try thoroughly, and can tell why the American flag has thirteen

stripes, and twenty-six stars. Study Geology and Botany by all

means. These two sciences are of prime importance, and you
will almost daily find the benefit of an acquaintance with them.
I do not think a knowledge of medicine necessary to a missionary
to China. If you have an opportunity of learning something
about it, very well; but you will not, I think, find it advantageous
to unite an extensive medical practice with the preaching of the

Gospel. The two should go together, but it seems better that

they should be performed by different persons.

I think thecHmate of tlie ports of Ningpo and Shanghae will be
found most suitable for persons from the United States. Persons
disposed to bilious complaints and dyspeptics will suffer a good
deal in the Canton and Fuhkeen provinces. I think a confirmed
dyspeptic might almost as well not come here. Persons liable to

consumption would find the Canton and Fuhkeen provinces de-

hghtful residences, and I think that even those of bihous habits

would be nearly as safe in Ningpo and Chusan, as in the United
States. They have ice and snow there in winter. The Chinese
language is very difficult, and I am disposed to say, that one who
cannot make some tolerable progress in Latin, Greek, or Hebrew,
may as well not come here. The language is the difficulty in

China. I do not think it unattainable. I think its difficulties

have been exaggerated. I think that every year its acquisition will

be found easier, because more facilities in the way of elementary
books, and access to the people, are being afforded. In other re-

spects, I do not consider the field as " peculiarly arduous." On the
contrary, it is a peculiarly inviting one. I came here almost un-
willingly, for I wanted to go to Africa, but what I have seen has
made me glad I came

; and if I know my own heart, its desire is to

live and die among this people. One thing is very certain, mis-
sionaries who come to this people will find them in general poor
and ignorant. Here, emphatically, "to the poor the gospel will be
preached." You must therefore make up your minds to become
teachers of babes when you come to this people. There are, I

admit, many exceptions, and you will often meet men of consider-

able learning and tact, but the mass of the people are as above
described. Your own experience has probably already tauglit you,
that it is more difficult for an educated man to come down and
instruct the ignorant, than it is to instruct, those who already know
something. This suggestion, therefore, may assist you somewhat
in judging of the quahties a missionary needs, in instructing this
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people : they are patience, a facility in finding comparisons, a tal-

ent for simplifying, an engaging address, (fcc. *fcc.

.... There are many items of intelhgence I might communi-
cate to yon

;
hut you will see in the pages of tiie Chronicle and

Foreign Missionary, nuich more than I cau possibly write at this

time, and therefore I shall refer you to them. 1 do so the more
readily, because I have nothing of especial interest to communi-
cate to you, except what this letter contains, which will not appear
in one or otlier of those publications. My own piogress in (he

language has been but small. Nearly one-half of the time, since

my arrival in China, has been spent in voyages, and other engage-
ments connected with the mission

;
so that altogether I have given

but eight or nine months' close attention to it. Still I am encour-

aged, and hope ere long to have a tolerably good acquaintance
with it.

Allow me, in conclusion, to make some remarks on your own
duty in reference to the heathen, and these I trust you will receive

not as coming from a superior, but from one himself recently a
theological student, and still remembering the feelings of such.

Your letter speaks with just severity of the inconsistency of those

who passed resolutions to do something special for the cause of

foreign missions, and yet made no special efforts to accomplish
their resolution. You speak too of the apathy of the churches
on this subject, and, as I think, partly lay the blame at the door

of the pastors of the cliurches. I am convinced from what I have
seen, and I saw a good deal before leaving the United States, that

the fault is with the ministry. " Like priest, like people," is an
ancient and true proverb. But I do not mean to blame the minis-

try in general, nor to pass an indiscriminate censure even on those

of them who have done little or nothing. My object rather is to

forget the things that are behind, and to press forward to those

that are before. Hence it has ever appeared exceedingly impor-
tant, that the students in our theological seminaries should have
the right spirit in the matter. Could I but see the right spirit

prevailing in our theological seminaries, I am almost certain that

in ten years our whole church would assume an entirely dififerent

appearance, as it regards the cause of foreign and domestic mis-

sions. Why? Because in that time I suppose our seniinaries

would have supplied five hundred pastors of churches at least, and
they would be settled in all parts of the country. Suppose now
that those five hundred pastors had the right spirit, and joined

their influence heartily with the ministers already earnestly en-

gaged, and what would be the effect? Their infiuence would be

felt in all our Presbyteries and Synods. When the Assembly
passed resolutions, there would be men enough to respond to them.

We should no more hear that more than half our churches gave
nothing at all to the cause of Christ. The whole appearance of

things would be entirely altered. Now, brethren, you form a part

of those five hundred ministers. The most of you, I suppose, will
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become pastors in different parts of the country. What is your
spirit now in regard to the benevolent operations of the day ?

What do you intend to do when you are settled over your several

charges? Shall the theological students of 1853 make the same
complaints of you, that you make of your predecessors?

I have no doubt that many of you, I trust all of you, intend to

do something at least for foreign missions. Your own personal

duty as to becoming missionaries, is a subject I shall not now
touch upon. I wish to refer to the influence on behalf of foreign

missions, which you may exert on the people. Your intentions

are doubtless good, but what preparations are you now making?
What do you know of missions ? Do you think you will be able

to keep up the interest of your people in the Monthly Concert?

Do you think you will be able to teach them the true principles

of missions
;
not romantic views, but sober, common-sense, Chris-

tian principles? Do you think you will be able to sustain the in-

terest of your people from year to year, and not merely to sustain

it, but to cause it to grow; to take deeper root; to become more
and more a matter of principle, and less and less one of mere im-

pulse? Do you think you will be able to do without the visits of

agents ? I trust you will pardon me if I say, I fear that some of

you cannot answer these questions in the affirmative. 1 do not

know any of you personally, and therefore you will not of course

consider my remarks as personal ; I only speak from my knowl-

edge of theological students in general, and that has been pretty

extensive, and sufficiently accurate to justify me in making the

above remarks. It is no easy thing to bring the church up to the

mark, and to keep her there, and you will find this very soon after

you are settled in the ministry. You will find that without a tol-

erably thorough and extensive acquaintance with the history and
principles of missions, you cannot do it.

Do you ask me, then, what you are to do? I say, first learn.

Now is your time, while you are in the seminary. Lay a deep

and broad foundation of missionary knowledge
;
study the prophe-

cies of the Bible in reference to this point, and study them specially.

See what prophecies relate to Africa. What to the Jews. Whether
there are any for China. Learn the history of the progress of the

gospel in all ages and countries, but particularly within the last

fifty years. Study the history of particular missions; I take it for

granted you will study the history of our own board and its mis-

sions, but I hope you will not confine yourself to them. God has

blessed other societies, both in America and England, abundantly
;

and now, when the means of information are so accessible, why
should you not avail yourselves of them ? Study the Bible with

reference to this point. Why is it that some men at Monthly Con-
certs read only the seventy-second Psalm, and the sixtieth chapter

of Isaiah ? They really seem to think that there are no other parts

of the Bible that speak of missions. Having learned these things—

and you see from this hasty, outline that there is not a little to be
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learned, and that you can best commence learning it wliile in the

seminary— the next thing will be to teach. This will be your duty
in the public services of the sanctuary, in the Monthly Conc(Mt, in

friendly visits among your people, and, above all, in (he Sal)hatli-

school. liCt it be a special object with you to interest the young,
and you will certainly succeed. But I have written (ill my hand
is wearied, and perhaps have wearied your padence. VVhat I

have written, however, though hastily penned, has not been has-

tily gathered. I trust it will not be hastily passed over by you.

I shall be most happy to hear from you as soon as you wish to

write, and shall prefer that you ask me questions, which I shall

answer as I can. 1 have some questions to ask you in return, to

W'hich I shall be glad to receive answers. What is the order and
nature of your exercises in the Society of Inquiry and the Monthly
Concert? Do your students make it a point of conscience to in-

quire into their own personal duty to the heathen ? And is this

done in the early part of your theological course? Do your stu-

dents generally read the missionary publications, particularly the

Chronicle and Herald? I don't mean, do you take them? fori

have known many students to take, who scarcely ever read them.

Is your Monthly Concert well attended? Do you have any mis-

sionary exercises in your Sabbath-schools ? And if so, wdiat and
how frequently? Have any of your students ever written one or

more missionary sermons before leaving the seminary?
If you publish a catalogue, I shall be glad to receive a copy.

And now, dear brethren, I must close. I make no apology for the

plainness of my remarks and questions, and trust you will receive

them in the same frank and Christian spirit with which they are

made. Pray for me. That the choicest blessings of God may
ever rest upon you, is the prayer of

Your brother in Christ,

VV. M. LowRiE.

P. S. You \\\\\ readily see from the character of this letter, that

it is not designed for publication, and I wish, therefore, that you
will not allow it to appear in the newsoapers. W. M. L.

Macao, November 6th, 1843.

My Dear Father—
.... You make an incidental remark in your letter aliout

"one-sided impressions," produced by missionaries in their address-

es and letters. I think it a very important one. It is a thing

that has often occurred to me, since I came out, that missionaries,

without intending it, have at times produced an impression deci-

dedly erroneous, by their statements. For instance, there is noth-

ing in which it is easier to err, than in speaking of the eagerness of

the people to receive tracts. I remember not long ago, a China-

man saw me with a tract in my hand and begged me to give it to
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him. I made him read a little, and finding he could read, gave it

to him. He was apparently very grateful, and asked me to come
to his hut. I could not speak a word of his dialect, but he found
I knew something of the characters, and the first thing he did

when 1 sat down was to ask me in writing to sell liim some
opium ! I shall endeavor to avoid giving such impressions in my
communications. I see no occasion to make remarks merely for

ellect, for the truth, simple and unadorned, respecting China, is

amply sufl[icient, if properly presented, to rouse the people and the

churches.

I was greatly delighted to hear of the large donation you have
received for China. 1 rejoice and take courage when 1 see God
raising up such friends, just at the time when they are most
needed. We have had many difficulties and discouragements in

this Mission, and may have many yet, but I feel almost assured
there is a great work for us to do, and that we shall by God's
blessing do it. I often think that I shall not be permitted to

labor much directly myself, and were I to be told now, that I

should hardly live to see our mission assume a settled aspect, it

would not surprise me. But these are thoughts which, though
they often occiir, I do not allow to hinder me in preparations for

direct labor. My business is not to trouble myself about the
future, but to do with my might what my hands find to do, and
at present that is about as much as I can do. I do not know that I

have ever been happier than I am at present. I used to be much
subject to melancholy and lowness of spirits, but am not much so

now. I am often perplexed, but not in despair ; sometimes
troubled on every side, and yet not distressed. It seems to me,
that it would now cause me real anguish to be obliged to return
to the United States. Yet alas, how soon may the deceitfulness

of my own heart cause me to speak in quite a different strain. . .

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, December 15th, 1843.
My Dear Mother—

• • • It has become so cold within a day or two past that I have
to think of old times. . . . My teacher comes in with half a dozen
jackets on, and draws his hands into the long-lined sleeves of the
third of them, sitting as snug and cosy, as if he had a little fire-

place under his elbo^vs. By the way, it is extremely common for

Chinese of any wealth to carry a small metal vessel, as large as a
man's fist, with live coals in it. It is used to warm their fingers
with, and when covered up in the long sleeve must diffuse a very
grateful warmth up the arm. Frost and snow are so seldom met
with here, that neither the Chinese nor the Portuguese ever build
fireplaces in their houses. If necessary they use a brazier with
charcoal, but commonly adopt the expedient of heaping on addi-
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tional clothes. Did 1 ever describe to you the winter dress of the

generality of the Chinese about here? You would laugh if you
saw them. 1 do not know what they have next to the skin, but

from tlie waist to the ankle the outside dress is a pnir of very

closely fitting drawers, which show exactly the form of the whole

of (he lower extremities. Then the ui)|)er part of the body is

covered with the loose jacket, of which they wear as many as the

weather requires, or their means permit. Their appearance is

consequently next thing to ridiculous. The whole of the upper

part of the body looks like a barrel with a head on the top of it,

while the legs stick out beneath like a pair of compasses. What
adds to the effect of the whole, is, that the drawers are of various

colors, blue, green, yellow, black and white. Many a time I have

laughed at the comical appearance of a young dandy, who thought

he was making a grand display in his new clothes and well-turned

limbs. I should like to see one of them in Broadway, with his

thick-soled shoes and green tights, his wadded vests, and round

cap and long tail behind. Yet, after all, I am a great admirer of

the Chinese modes of dress. Their drawers, and the thick-soled

shoes, and the tails are the worst parts ; but the better classes do not

wear the drawers, or at least they wear another garment over

them It would amuse you to see how universal the use of

the fan is. I have seen a coolie or common laborer sweating

along the streets under a heavy burden, and fanning himself all

the time. It is funny to see some of the mechanics, and others a

grade or two above the coolies, fanning themselves in sunnuer.

Their dress then consists of a pair of very loose trowsers fastened

round the waist by a string, and an upper garment reaching a

little lower than the top of the trowsers, and hanging loose over

them. You will see them every now and then putting their hands

behind them, and fanning up their backs, under this jacket.

My teacher is quite intelligent for a Chinese, though he knows
almost nothing of anythijig beyond China. He thinks it very

strange that we say North, East, South and West, for the Chinese

say East, West, South and North. It is also very strange to him
that we say North-East, South-East, &c., for the Chinese say

East-North, East-South, West-North, &c. I was amused at a

talk we had yesterday about the Chinese queue, or tail, as we
commonly call it. He said that formerly it was not worn, but that

the present fashion of showing all the front of the head and leav-

ing it to grow long and braiding it behind, was introduced about

two hundred years ago, by the present Tartar dynasty. . .

1 told him about the death and resurrection of (Jiirist, at wliich

he seemed much surprised. He asked if Christ was not a man
hke Confucius ? I told him no, biU the Son of God. As his

curiosity seemed to be somewhat excited, I told him I had a

biography of Christ which I would lend him, if he wished to read

it. He said he would, so I gave him a New Testament, which he
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took away with him. Oh that the Spirit of God may make it a
blessing to him. . .

With love to all the family, I remain,

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, November 20th, 1843.

To THE Society of Inquiry op Princeton Theological
Seminary.

Dear Brethren :—It is now rather more than two years

since I finally left your institution. I did not intend that so long

a time should elapse without writing to you, for both my ow^n in-

chnations, and a kind request from your corresponding secretary,

have made me wish to hold a correspondence with you. Circum-
stances, however, over which I have had little control, have in-

duced me to defer uniting till the present period. You may be

sure it has not been for want of interest in your institution that I

have so long delayed. On the contrary, the thoughts of hallowed

seasons in the old oratory where you meet, have been among the

most pleasant of the many pleasant recollections I have brought

from the land of my birth.

I do not mean to write a ' sentimental' letter, for my own expe-

rience in the Seminary taught me that such letters are about as

dry and unprofitable as any you receive
;
yet neither do I mean

to write a letter containingf" statistics and stirring" facts. The
most, if not the whole, of what I could at present write in that

way, has been recently embodied in a journal which I presume
will be published in the Chronicle, and if you will consider the in-

formation tbere contained to be intended for yourselves just as

much as if 1 had written it to you, it will save me the labor and
the time necessary to write it over again, neither of which I can
very well spare at present. A word or two, however, about my
own impressions of the Chinese language. You have doubtless

heard marvellous accounts of its diificulty, and the time necessary

to gain even a ' smattering' in it—ten, fifteen, twenty, and even
twenty-five years have I heard assigned as the time in which a
person may hope to gain some little acquaintance with it. Now
all this is certainly incorrect. There is no doubt it is a very hard
language. If any of you come here, you will need a great deal

more resolution and spirit than you found needed for Hebrew. It

is, I suppose, the hardest language in the world, and perhaps no
foreigner will ever acquire it perfectly ; certainly no foreigner ever

has acquired it perfectly. But I have seen several men who have
been here much less than ten years who do speak it \vith great

fluency, and are quite intelligible, not merely to the teacher who
has become accustomed to their pronunciation and modes of thought,

but to the people in general, and that too in the most difficult of
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all the dialects. Nor are those who have madesucli acquirements
men of the most splendid talents, and wonderlul facilities in learn-

ing languaj^es. They are httle, if anything, superior to the most
of those who become missionaries. It is also a most important
consideration that the facihties for learning the hmguage are now
vastly greater than they have ever before been, so that at (he

northern ports especially, a person may hope to learn the language
in two-thirds of the time that was formerly recjuisite. ByJaclli/ics
I mean, books, teachers, and especially opportunities of access to

the people. 1 do not wish to give you the impression that it is a
hght work to learn it. If any of you come here with that impres-

sion you will be sadly disappointed. But if you come, and sit

down manfully to the task, determined from the outset to be satis-

fied with nothing less than an accurate acquaintance with the

tones, and with the soioids, and with the idioms, you will find

yourselves in two years' time proceeding with profit and pleasure.

By that time you will have gained much acquaintance with the

character of the people
;
you will be astotiished at the vastness of

the field open before you, and you will thank God that he has sent

you to labor for this great and ancient race.

If you come here as missionaries, you must expect many trials.

They will come upon you in unthought-of ways, and where you
looked for most joy, you may perhaps find most sorrow. I am led

to make this remark for two reasons. It is a fact that Chinese
missionaries have been remarkably tried, some by sickness, some
by loss of relatives, some by personal inconveniences and disap-

pointments. There are some twenty or more missionaries to

China, not including females
;
of these twenty, there are scarcely

three who have not met some sore trial within the last fifteen

months. I do not know whether missionaries to other countries

have been so generally afflicted
; but very many of them have,

and you may be called to experience the same. Tliere is also

another reason that induces me think that iuissionaries to China
nuist expect trials. We have a very great work to perform. If

China contain, as it probably does, one-third of (he population of

the globe, and if this people is to be converted to God, then no
words of mine are needed, as no human words are able to express
the greatness of the work before us. But when was it ever known
that any great work was accomplished without labor and toil, self-

denial, sacrifice, and oftentimes the acutest mental anguisli? Has
not every great work that ever has been perforiued for God in (he

world been watered l)y the sweat, and the tears, and the blood of

his servants ? And can we expect that the conversion of the most
populous nation of the globe shall be accomplished with ordinary

etr()rts and ordinary sorrows 7 General experience is against it.

The experience of missionaries to China is against it. And the

example of God our Son, who, to accomplish the world's redemp-

tion, became " sorrowful even unto death," should teach us, who
are to be " partakers of his sufi!erings," not to expect it. We need



256 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

to be humbled in the dust before we can be trusted vvitn success,

where success is to be so glorious. We need to be purified in the

furnace before we can labor with acceptance, where our acceptable

labors are to redound so much to the glory of God
;
yet do not think

that these trials will make you unhappy. For a time they will

be hard fo bear ; but " He giveth more grace." And great as have
bLHMi the trials of the missionaries here, I have seldom associated

with persons who seemed so truly happy as do most of my fellow-

laborers in China. These trials are necessary for us here, and it

was well remarked to me by one who was herself called to bear

the yoke, " Trials are one of our most precious means of grace."

We missionaries, as a matter of course, feel much interest in

the accounts of matters and things in general that reach us in

the papers from home. It is true, that when twenty papers

come at once, as they often do, it is not possible to give each one
a full and careful perusal

;
yet somehow or other we manage to

see a good deal of what is in them, and as you may suppose, our
minds are variously affected by what we read. Will you allow

me to give you some thoughts that have occurred to me occasion-

ally, on reading some of the newspaper articles I have seen?
They have appeared in respectable papers, but I attach import-

ance to them, principally, because they appear to be indices of the

state of feeling in the religious community on those subjects. I

observe by several of the papers that there has been a good deal

of discussion on the question whether missionaries to the heathen
should be married. This is certainly a most important subject;

and as very erroneous views are very extensively held in regard
to it, I am not sorry to see it discussed. The only thing is, let it

be discussed on right principles, and when the truth is discovered

let it be reduced to practice. If I may judge from what I have
seen in the papers, the impression is gaining ground, that mission-

aries should be unmarried men : and some of the principal reasons

adduced for this opinion are, that it will cost mucli less to sustain

them
;
they will be much more free to move about and embrace

favorable opportunities of doing good
;
they will be less likely to

go home
;
and after all, the wives of missionaries do not do so

very much, in the way of direct labor, and would not be very
much missed. Those who are in favor of the marriage of mis-
sionaries insist very inuch on the direct usefulness of the wives of
missionaries, and there are many who seem to think this is the
chief reason for sending them. Now, with all due deference to

the advocates of both sides, it strikes me that these arguments
place the subject on the wrong ground, and present it in a false

light.

Missionaries are men of like passions with others, and in the
present day, when miraculous influences have ceased, I know not

why they should be judged of in a different way from other men
;

or why the broad principles of the Bible are not as applicable to

them as to other men. Now one of the first principles of the
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Bible on this subject is, " It is not good that tlie man shouid be
alone." This principle, I conceive, was recognized l)y our Sav-
iour when the disciples said, " It is not good to marry." He who
knew what was in man, said, "All men cannot receive this say-

ing—he that is able to receive it, let him receive it." This is the
rule by which tliis question nmst be decided. It is not good for

the great majority of men to be alone ; first, because, if alone they
are exposed to temptations, which sad experience proves that most
men cannot withstand ; secondly, because, though they may by
grace withstand the temptations to actual sin, yet they are not
contented ; and they want those solaces of affection which the

human heart craves, and those counsels of intimate friendship

that are so grateful to him that is separated from the influences

of Christian society. If, theii, you can live sinlessly in tlie unmar-
ried state

;
if you can be contented

; if you can be satisfied with-

out the kindly influences of female society ; then I say, it is prob-

ably your duty to be an unmarried missionary, but not otherwise.

The expense is not the question
; and as long as the Church is

so abundantly able to bear it as she now is, it is a shame to men-
tion such a consideration, or to ask, why does not the missionary
live as the w^halers and fur hunters do?
There is force in the consideration, that an unmarried mission-

ary is more free to move about, and at times to occupy stations

where married men cannot easily go, and the consideration should
have its own weight with those who think of this subject. But
there is equal force in the consideration, that permanent good, and
visible effects have most commonly followed where the married
missionary has settled, and by his settlement concentrated his

efforts. The direct usefulness of the missionary's wife, is by no
means the main point in deciding this question. Her first duty
in all cases is to attend to her husband and children

; and if she
have time and strength for more than this, then that is all clear

gain. Let her preserve her husband from those temptations to

which unmarried men are exposed
; let her soothe him in his

hours of despondency
;

let her relieve him from the household
cares that must interrupt him if unmarried

; let her soften the

disposition that without her influence would become rough and
rude

;
(for as Bacon says, " Certainly wife and children are a

kind of discipline of humanity ;") let her show by her silent ex-

ample what a Christian wife and mother is, and how she should

be treated
;
and if she never learns a syllable of the native lan-

guage, or teaches a single heathen child a letter, she has accom-
plished a w^ork worth ten times more than the expense of her

outfit and support. These observations may excite a smile, but

they are not written in levity. They may appear strange, and
half-romantic, but only to those who have romantic views of mis-

sions. Much thought and the acquaintance of several mission-

aries, convince me that they are the words of truth and soberness.

As to the question whether it is the wife who causes the return of

17
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the missionary, although the general opinion seems to be that it

is, yet I have my doubts. Certainly the experience of tbe Pres-

byterian board does not say so ;
for of all their missionaries wbo

have returned on account of ill health, Mr. Rogers of North

India, is the only one wbo bas yet been taken back by bis wife's

ill healtb
; in every otber case it is the husband's ill health tliat

has taken tbe wife back. Tbe experience of the American board

seems to be different ; but I sbould be glad to see a fuller array

of facts, than the celebrated paper of Dr. Anderson presents. It

does not strike me that tbe wbole of tbe facts, in regard to the

return of all wbo do return, is there presented. If I remember
rightly, that paper speaks of tbe return of so many married mis-

sionaries, but does not say anything about the return of unmar-
ried missionaries. But even admitting that it has been the case

in tbe experience of that board, tbat tbe wife has taken the hus-

band home, wbere does the fault he ?

It is to this point I would direct your special attention
;
for most

of you will become pastors at home, and the impression is very

strong upon my mind, that it has been tbe fault of the pastors at

home tliat so many unqualified missionary's wives have gone
abroad, and finding, after they got abroad, that they were unqual-

ified, have been obliged to return. I know sometbing of the way
in which this happens. A young woman, for some reason or

other, becomes desirous of going as a missionary, and very natu-
rally consults with her pastor. He is glad to find a member of

his church so disposed, for he hopes she will do good abroad, and
will excite an interest among his own people ; and possibly tbe

thought occurs to him, especially if two or three of his flock sbould
become missionaries or missionaries' wives, " What a number of

tny people are becoming missionaries !" Now it is just as possible

as not, that this pastor's views of the qualifications of a mission-
ary's wife are not very high ; and it is quite probable, (I know it

to be a fact in some cases,) that he does not carefully inquire
whether her talents, acquirements, and bodily health, fit her for

the work
;
but at once he encourages her to proceed. He regards

her as a candidate, and recommends her to some young man,
who is reckless enough, (I say recJdess^ for that is the word.) to

risk his happiness and usefulness for life on a three days' acquaint-
ance. They are married, go abroad, and come back again. I

know a case in which a young woman, who could scarcely write
her own name, and bad only the connnonest rudiments of an
English education, was recommended by an Old-School Presby-
terian pastor for an assistant missionary ; and that pastor was
almost offended with a discreet missionary's wife, who told him
he ought not to encourage such a person to become a missionary.
In all cases of this kind, certainly the pastors are to be blamed,
and I trust that none of you will ever encourage such procedures.
Do not think tbat I wish to shield missionaries from blame, when
they deserve it, or that I do not think they often do deserve it.
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I am too deeply conscious of my own defects, and too often pained
by what I see, not to admit that in many thini^s we ullend, and
in all we come short ; but still, let justice be done to all, and espe-

cially let those with whom, after all, rests the responsi!)ility of
carrying on the cause of foreign missions— I mean the pastors of

the church at home—see to it that they perform their part of the
matter aright.

The previous remarks have become so much longer than I ex-

pected, that I must hasten over the other items which I wished to

notice. I have been exceedingly pained by some articles 1 have
seen lately in the papers, in reference to the claims of the domes-
tic and foreign fields. The spirit of the articles referred to has not
been of the right kind. I have no doubt their authors meant
well ; but it appears to me to be an exceedingly erroneous course,

to attempt to set the claims of foreign and domestic missions in

array and in opposition against each other, or to say that too

much attention has been given to the one, to the neglect of the

other. The attempts I have seen in some of the papers to show
that literally more has been done for foreign tlian for domestic
missions, I pass by, as unwortliy of an answer: you can count
every cent that is expended for the foieign field, but you have not

the statistics for one-half the expenses of the domestic field ; and
yet it is easily shown that even the half of those expenses is much
greater than all that is expended^ abroad. These men talk of the

vastness of the domestic field, of the favorable openings, of the

need of laborers ; and they tell us that these men are our brethren,

and have special claims upon us. I admit it all, and if I could

add anything to the force of what they say, 1 would beseech you,

by the mercies of Christ, and by your love for the souls of your
brethren, to do with your might what your hands find to do for

them. But why should this be done by disparaging the claims

of the foreign field 1 O brethren, if I could show you what 1 have
lately seen,—the numerous openings where the gospel may be

preached, the unnumbered thousands who are accessible with far

more ease than the scattered inhabitants of the West, the fewness

and feebleness of the laborers sent by the Church,—and if we
could all feel that these, too, are our brethren, seeing God hath

made us all of one blood to dwell on all the face of the earth, you

would give little heed to such unworthy comparisons. If the

church were now doing all in her power ; if every nerve were

strained as much as the gospel requires, then there might be oc-

casion to pause, and ask, are we not doing too much here, or too

much there? But as lonsr as more than half the Church is doing

nothing, absolutely nothing, let there be no more comj)laints that

too 7nuch is done for the heathen. 1 object to the papers referred

to, because they give countenance to the idea, that (he interests

of the foreign and domestic fields are not the same. If tliere is

any man who renounces such an idea, it is the missionary to the

heathen. Our hearts rejoice within us when we hear of the ex-
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tension of the cause of Christ at home, and that the gospel is

preached to the poor and tlie destitute. Why ? Not only because

of the amount of actual good accomplished, but because we know
that thus new funds, and new men. are raised up for the foreign

field, and additional prayers ascend on our behalf Every con-

quest at home increases our strength abroad. But if we are told

that these conquests are to be gained henceforth by diminishing

the efforts abroad, and disparaging the importance of the work in

which we are engaged, then we have small reason to rejoice.

But I will not believe that such one-sided views shall ever gain

general currency among those who see and know, that one of the

surest ways to promote vital piety at home, is to make it active

and expansive ;
so that, while it rejoices to do good to those around,

it embraces the world in the wide arms of charity.

The remark is often made that missionaries, by giving so much
of fheir attention to a particular subject, become men of merely
one idea, and do not in their appeals and communications advert

sutficiently to the wants of other fields. I have no disposition to

deny the charge, for in this world it is but seldom that much is

done, except by such men of one idea. The man whose mind is

filled with an hundred ideas is likely to do much less for any of

them than the man of one idea does for all. But it is a question

worthy of consideration, whether the man who looks solely at the

little corner where himself is lo<fe,ted is not more truly liable to

the charge of being a man of one idea, and that sometimes a
very contracted one. The missionary has seen the destitutions

of his own country, and he has also seen the destitutions of the

heathen. Why is he not at least as well qualified to judge of the

comparative claims of each, as the man who has never been
beyond the bounds of his own state, or it may be, the limits of

his own neighborhood ?

I observe that one of the " standing requests " you propose to

your foreign correspondents is, " Can you send us any curiosi-

ties ?" To this I answer, " Yes, plenty ; if I had the money to

buy them with." Such things are not easily to be procured with-

out paying for them: and as a missionary's salary does not com-
monly give him a great deal of spending money besides his

necessary expenses, he cannot easily send many curiosities to all

who would like to have them. I will, however, keep my eyes
open, and endeavor to make some addition to your cabinet.

Allow me to suggest whether it would not be better for you to

make an annual appropriation of ten, twenty, or thirty dollars,

and request some of the missionaries to procure articles for your
cabinet? I will most cheerfully undertake any such commission
for you, and will procure either such articles as you may specify,

or myself select such as may be interesting, and I am sure that

Wilson, and Scott, and Owen, and Janvier, in India, and Sawyer
m Africa, and Dougherty and Loughridge. will do tlie same with
equal cheerfulness in their respective fields. There will be no
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difficulty in remitting the money, for all that is necessary is to

pay it at the Mission Rooms at New York, stating that it is '' for

curiosities, <fcc., for the Seminary at Princeton." Have you a set

of the Cliinese Repository ? I know you have one or two of the
volumes; but it is very desirable that you have tlie whole set,

for there is no work, ancient or modern, that gives so nmch in-

formation concerning China. If you will give me instructi«,ns to

that elfect, and tell me what volumes you have, I can easily pro-

cure you the others. There are now twelve volumes; the first

and second are six dollars each, and the other ten three dollars

each, being forty-two dollars for the set. It is continued yearly
at three dollars a year.

Do you still make it a rule to send one of the Seminary Cata-
logues to each of your members who goes to the foreign field ?

It will give me much pleasure to receive one yearly ; and as all

my acquaintances in the seminary will soon be gone from among
you, I shall not know whom to look to, except the Society of

Inquiry.

I nuist now bring this lengthy epistle to a close. That every
blessing from above may rest upon you, may direct your future

course, and crown your labors with success, is the prayer of your
friend and brother in the gospel,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, December 30th, 1843.

My Dear Father—
.... The principal occurrence of interest during the month

has been some rather public discussions of the visit paid by Mr.
Abeel and myself to Chang-Chowfoo. After my return, Mr.
Bridgeman and others importuned me to write an account of it

for the Chinese Repository. I declined at first, from a dislike to

make myself so prominent as such an account would necessarily

make me. Being still urged I consented, and Mr. Bridgeman
and myself looked over it carefully to see that there were no
incorrect statements ; and, not to ofifend our English friends,

omitted all reference to the manner in which the officers at

Chang-Chow spoke of Americans. The article was read with

interest, and among others an English officer of some influence

in Hong Kong spoke of it quite favorably. Judge, then, of my
surprise, when a kiw days afterwards Sir Henry Pottiiigcr pub-

lished a proclamation expressly referring to it, pointedly condemn-
ing our conduct, and informing the Chinese authorities of the

Provinces of Canton and Fuhkcen, that the '-party, &c., were

Americans !'' This excited no little talk, and 1 heard many per-

sons condemn Sir Henry's course as impertinent and uncalled

for, though I found that the insinuations of the proclamation

were leaving unfavorable impressions as to my conduct. I ac-

cordingly prepared a reply, and sent it to the "Friend of China."
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A cautions friend in Hong Kong, without my leave, withdrew
the article. When he gave me his reasons, I did not deem them
sutficient. I could not see how a plain and manly defence of

one's course against uncalled for and injurious charges was im-

proper. 1 considered too that our American citizenship and free-

dom from the surveillance of EngHsh authorities, were important

circumstances in our favor in carrying on the work of missions

here, and were to he defended and maintained. Accordingly I

wrote another article, which appeared this week in the Friend of

China.

In consequence of Sir Henry's letter to the governor of Canton,

the latter addressed a letter to the American consul, informing him
of the alfair, and urging him to enforce on his countrymen the

necessity of obedience to the treaty. Mr. Forbes wrote back that

his countrymen would always obey the laws when made known
;

but that when we went to Chang-Chow, the supplementary treaty

was not known to us. He also wrote me a very gentlemanl}'^ let-

ter, more, I suppose, as a matter of form than anything else, in-

forming me of the communication of the governor of Canton.
The notoriety attending this affair has been not a little unpleas-

ant and annoying to me, but I do not feel that I have done any-
thing to be ashamed of I suppose it is to be consideied as one
of the necessary trials of this state of warfare, and a wholesome
discipline to prepare me for future trials. Pray for me that I may
have wisdom and prudence to guide me in all my ways

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

The annexed copy of an official communication, addressed on
the 18th instant by Her Britannic Majesty's Plenipotentiary, <fec.,

in China, to their Excellencies the Yiceroy and Lieut. Governor
at Canton, is published for the information and warning of Her
Majesty's subjects, as well as of the subjects or citizens of all

other states, who may be at this time residing at any place occu-

pied by Her Majesty's forces in China.
In directing the pubhcation of this letter, Her Britannic Majes-

ty's Plenipotentiary cannot refrain from expressing both his disap-

probation of, and great surprise at the conduct of the persons con-

cerned in this matter, who appear not only to have srone to the

very unjustifiable length of bearding the local authorities, but to

have attempted to explain the stipulations of some parts of the

treaty, in a way that could not fail to excite the alarm and appre-

hension of the government of China, as well as the indignation

of all right thinking persons, at so gross an evasion of a solenni

engagement between two great empires.
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By order of his Excellency, Her Britannic Majesty's Plenipoten-

tiary, <fec., ifcc, in China.

Richard Woosnam.
Government House, Victoria,

Hong Kong, 27th November, 1843.

Government House, Victoria^

{Hong Kong,) November 18th, 1843.

I trouble your Excellencies with this letter, in consequence of

my attention having been called to a "Narrative of a recent Visit

to the Chief City of the Department of Chang-Chow, in the Prov-

ince of Fokeen," which has just been published at Macao, and
from which it would appear that certain foreigners had, during

last month, visited the said city of Chang-Chow, and forced their

way into the country, in opposition to the wishes and orders of the

local authorities, who pointed out to the foreigners that their doing
so was contrary to the treaty, &c., <fec.

From this remark of the local authorities, I can only infer—es-

pecially as the provisions of the supplementary treaty were not at

that time made public—that the mandarins believed tlie persons

who thus acted to be Englishmen, and I should therefore esteem
it a favor, your Excellencies' officially informing the Viceroy and
Lieutenant Governor of Fokeen, that the party of foreigners who
visited Chang Chow Foo and forced their way into the country,

were Americans and not British subjects.

I reiterate to your Excellencies my constant and earnest desire

to restrain all British subjects from thus, or in any other respect,

committing the smallest infraction of the terms of the treaty
; and,

should any of them hereafter attempt to do so—no matter what
the pretence may be—in defiance of the rules that have been laid

down, and the proclamations that have been issued, I trust the

local mandarins will seize and confine them, and will send them
to the nearest English Consular Officer, to be dealt with as may
be found necessary and proper to enforce implicit obedience.

In addition to making this official communication to your Ex-
cellencies, I shall publish this letter, and instruct all British Con-
sular and other officers, to warn all persons residing under their

authority against any infraction, however trifling, of the rules and
regulations that have been laid dow^n.

I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to your Excellen-

cies my best wishes for your health and happiness.

(Signed,) Henry Pottinger.
True Copy,

Richard Woosnam.
Their Excellencies

Kekung, Viceroy, (fee, (fee, (fee,

CniNGKEAHTSAi, Lieutenant Governor, (fee. Canton.
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Macao, December 23d, 1843.

To THE Editor of the Friend of China—
Dear Sir :—A govern in eiit notification dated November 27th,

appeared in your paper some time since, on which I beg leave to

offer a few remarks ; circumstances beyond my control have pre-

vented me from doing so at an earlier date.

The first thing remarkable in the notification is, that it refers

to persons over whom Sir Henry Pottinger has no control, and for

whose conduct he is not responsible. His Excellency was aware
of this, yet he assumes the power to express Officially "both

his disapprol)ation of, and great surprise at, the conduct of" Amer-
icans. The notification is still more remarkable, because, so far

as appears, no complaint was made to Sir Henry by the Chinese

authorities. It is not commonly thought to be the duty of H. B.

M. Plenipotentiary in China, to report the conduct of even his own
countrymen to the Chinese government. How much less does it

become him to act the part of informer against the citizens of

other countries. On these tw^o points, however, as well as in re-

gard to the hard words of the notification, but little need be said.

The opinion of " all right thinking persons" is already formed
concerning them, and from that opinion I shall not appeal.

The letter of Sir Henry Pottinger to the Governor and Lieuten-

ant-Governor of the Province of Canton, is calculated to convey
the impression, that the persons of whose conduct he complains,

went by force and violence to Chang-Chow. He says more than

once " they forced their way into the country," and also that they
" bearded the local authorities." It is sufficient to say that force

was neither used nor intended, nor was a sign of opposition shown
until after we had hired lodgings in Chang-Chow; and if quietly

reasoning with Chinese officers be "unjustifiably bearding them,"

we may possibly be guilty of the same offence again. As to our

misinterpreting the treaty and "grossly evading solemn engage-

ments," His Excellency claims more for the treaty of Nankin, than
its pubhshed extracts contain. What article of that treaty prohib-

its even Englishmen from visiting other places besides the five

ports? And why was article sixth inserted in the Supplementary
Treaty if the previous treaty spoke definitely on that point? His
Excellency informs the Chinese authorities that " the party of

foreigners who visited Chang-Chowfoo, were Americans." Does he
mean to inform them tliat none but Americans have gone there ?

If not, the definitive article is singularly out of place. If he does,

it will not be hard to prove that several parties of Englishmen
have visited the same city. His Excellency also says, " I can

onlv infer that the Mandarins believed the persons who thus acted

to be Englishmen." The natural " inference" from this sentence

is, that we passed ourselves off for Englishmen—else why should

the Chinese believe we were such? Does Sir Henry mean to as-

sert this? If he does, I beg leave to assure him of the contrary.
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The Mandarins did not believe we were Englishmen, because we
told them from the first, that we were Americans

; and tliis might
have been "inferred" from the " narrative," just as reachly as the

reverse. They asked us "who we were," and tlie charity that

thinketh no evil, would have inferred that we told them the truth.

Your obedient servant,

W. M. LOWRIE.



CHAPTER VI.

1844.

RESIDENCE IN MACAO—LETTERS—CHINESE PRINTING WITH METAL TYPE

—

ARRIVAL OF NEW MISSIONARIES—THEIR FIELDS OF LABOR.

During the year 1844, the missionary force in China was much
enlarged. In February, D. B. McCartee, M.D., and Mr. R. Cole,

printer, and his wife, reached China. The Rev. R. Q.. Way and

his wife arrived in July, and the Rev. Messrs. J. Lloyd, A. P.

Happer, M.D., A. W. Loomis, and M. S. Culbertson, with Mrs.

Loomis and Mrs. Culbertson, in October.

The location of these brethren at the different missions^ was a

subject of much importance, and of some delicacy. In relation to

it, the officers of the board had conversed freely with the new mis-

sionaries, after which, with some general suggestions from the

Executive Committee, the matter was left to their own decision.

Though younger than some of his colleagues, yet as the mission-

ary longest in China, much of the responsibility rested on Mr.

Lowrie ; and until their respective missions were fixed, it was to

him a time of much anxiety and care. After a season of prayer

for Divine direction, with much harmony they arranged their

places at the different missions. At Canton were settled Mr. Hap-

per, and for the present, Mr. Cole, with the press ; at Amoy, Mr.

Lloyd and Dr. Hepburn, who were to be joined by the Rev. H. A.

Brown, when he should arrive
; at Ningpo, Mr. Lowrie, Mr. Way,

Mr. Culbertson, Mr. Loomis, and Dr. McCartee. This arrange-

ment involved the separation of two friends, Messrs. Lloyd and

Lowrie, and most deeply was it felt by both. Both were con-

vinced, however, that the interests of tjie Master's cause required

this trial, keen as it was, and after a short interview of two

weeks, they parted to meet no more on earth.

The printing press and the Chinese matrixes were received in

February, when Mr. Cole arrived. The theory of printing the

Chinese language with metal type—a large portion of them being
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divisible characters—was to be reduced to practice, and tested by

actual experiment. The type were to be cast, and four thousand

different characters were to be arranged in cases for the composi-

tor. To be convenient, the characters most frequently used re-

quired to be placed together, whilst regard was to be liad to the

principles of the language, as arranged under tlieir different radi-

cals or keys. Mr. Cole was experienced in English printing, but

he had no knowledge of Chinese, and the entire arrangement of

the Chinese characters devolved on Mr. Lowrie. Everything was

new. Some of the characters occur very rarely, others occur re-

peatedly on every page
;
hence some approximation to the relative

number of each had to be made, before the type could be cast, and

the difficulty of this work was increased by a large part of them

being divisible. After months of labor, these difficult matters

were accomplished, and the press went into successful operation

in June.

Besides attention to the press, much of his time was required

on behalf of the other missionaries. He was their general treas-

urer. He was in a measure at home ; they were in a strange

place ; their business affairs necessarily fell to his share, and his

services were of much benefit to them. His correspondence with

the Mission House was also very full. Much to his regret, these

various items greatly interfered with his Chinese studies.

During this year, Mr. Lowrie prepared a series of articles on the

history of the missionary work in China, with a brief account of

the Jews and Christians in China, which were published in the

Chinese Repository. They were afterwards reprinted in the Uni-

ted States, under the title of the Land of Sinim, or an exposition of

Isaiah xlix. 12.

Dr. McCartee left Macao for Ningpo in June, and Mr. Way and

his wife in August. Mr. Lloyd left for Amoy in November.

Owing to the north-east monsoon, the other missionaries for

Ningpo did not set out till the February following.

Macao
J
January 1st, 1844.

My Dear Mother—
I wish you a very happy new year, and many returns of the

same ! How rapidly the last year has flown away ! . . . . Alter

breakfast I sat down to my Chinese with my teacher, and read a

httle, and got liim to explain a few phrases to me. . He asked me
what so manv of my friends came here for yesterday, and I told

him it was for public worship ; that we read our sacred books, and
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sung and prayed, and that I explained what was read. He said

this was very proper
; that formerly there had been the same cus-

tom in China, but not now ;
he did not know why it was not

used now.
.... After making a number of calls through the day, Mr. W.

and I started out, and walked beyond the Barrier. It was after

dark before we got back. He told me that some of the people did

not hke my sermon yesterday, and that one who had not heard it

was a good deal displeased. I expected this. It was about Sab-
bath-breaking, and I took occasion to bear as decided a testimony
as I could against the general desecration of the Sabbath here, by
all classes : for example, the Supplementary Treaty was signed
on Sabbath, with all its parade and confusion. The mails for

England were closed yesterday week at Hong Kong, thus requir-

ing the foreigners there to spend that day in their counting-houses.

I referred to these facts. The highest officer commonly takes the

Sabbath to go between Hong Kong and Macao. One left this

place yesterday in the steamer for Hong Kong. Many of the

merchants regularly spend the Sabbath in their counting-houses.

More ships are despatched on the Sabbath than on any otlier day
of the week. This I know. The Sabbath is the day for visiting

here, as in all other parts of the East Indies. Oh, it is most mel-
ancholy to see how the day is profaned, and that, too, by men
who at home would not dare to do so. Most men seem to leave

their consciences and the fear of God behind them when they
come to China. The heathen see them, and have dealings with
them, and they think we are all alike. Judge, then, what effect

our preaching and exhortations have upon them.
Ten o'clock, p. m. You are just commencing the day. So it is :.

those who love each other are widely separated, but such separa-
tions will not last forever, and if time always rolls as fast as the
last year has done, they will very soon be no more. Oh that we
may all meet at last where we shall go no more out

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, January 18th, 1844.
My Dear Mother—

This day finishes two years since I left the United States. I

know not how the time has seemed to you, but to me it appears
under a very singular aspect. It has gone so rapidly that I can
scarce conceive so much has really elapsed ; and yet it has led me
through so many strange scenes, that I can scarcely crowd them
all into it. I like to look back occasionally, for the immediate
effects of all I have seen have passed away, and they come up
before me quietly and calmly to be thought about. I try to look
forward, but in vain, for I know not what a day may bring forth.

I am just as uncertain as I was two years ago, where my lot shall
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yet be cast, or whether I shall ever find a " place of rest." It is

not an easy thing to learn to live by the day, or in " patience to

possess one's sonl." I want to be moving, to be doing sonictliing,

to see results ;
but my mouth is closed, and at present my feet

are bound. Sometimes it is, " Oh that I had wings hke a dove,

for then would I fly away ;" but then again the word comes, " The
husbandman hath long patience." This is a trial of missionary

life that did not at first enter much into my thoughts, its compar-

ative inaction. I am busy as I can well be, yet my life is as quiet

as it was in the Seminary, and I see even less of company. It is

nearly three weeks since I have spoken to a lady, and it is three

months since I have spent a day in a house with one. So we
pass away. We are strangers here, at one time walking in the

crowded streets, and at another threading the wilderness path

alone, but ever pressing on to the end of our course. Shall it be

long or short ? painful or pleasant ? But these are not the ques-

tions for us to ask. It is ours to take no thought for the morrow.

January 19. As clear and bright a day as it was two years ago,

but a good deal warmer. After reading a page or so in the San
Ko C)ie, or History of the Three States, I started off about eleven

o'clock, with my teacher, to visit the temple of Wakok. (I wrote

a description of it some time ago for the Foreign Missionary.) I

had been there often, but wanted my teacher to explain some
things which I did not understand. As you may suppose, I talk

with him in very broken language, and can understand only a

part of what he says, but we make out to talk a good deal to-

gether. I think I can see his respect for the superstitions of his

own country perceptibly decreasing, though I fear that it is only

to make way for an indifference to religion that is even worse.

A couple of well-dressed and respectable-looking men were bow-

ing and kneeling, lighting incense-sticks, and burning paper be-

fore the images. He said they were praying for wealth
;
but he

acknowledged that the images could not hear them. They w^ent

to several of the images, and as they went to each one, an at-

tendant struck the bell and the drum several times. I asked him
what that was for ? He said, to " rouse the attention of the idol,

and make her hear !" I asked him what sort of gods these were,

when it was necessary to awaken them to make them hsten to

their worshippers ? He said, with a good deal of earnestness, " I

don't worship these; I worship only the spirit that is represented

by them." However, he acknowledged tliat most of the people

worshipped the idol. He then asked me, if we used no images of

Jesus Christ? I said no; that the Roman Cathohcs used a

crucifix, but that I thought this wrong, and that it was folly to

worship any image. " It had eyes, but could not see
;

ears, but

could not hear ; nose, but could not smell ; feet, but could not

walk." It is just so here. O that he were a Christian ! He is a

very amiable nian, a man of some learning, and simple-minded,

and might do great good if converted. I like him far better than
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any teacher I have yet had, and he seems very well satisfied to

stay with me : though he does get tired sometimes, when I ply

him with questions, and keep him sitting by me for three or four

hours together. I told him the otiier day, that in the United

States we elected our own Hwang Shang and Tsiuig Tak^
"Emperor and Viceroys." (TJie Chinese have no word corres-

ponding to President and Governors.) I think I never saw a man
so astonished. He hekl up both hands, and stared at me, and at

last exclaimed, " Hi yali ! Astonishing ! I never heard of such a

thing !" He said at first it was a very bad plan, for the people

would be always fighting. But after I had shown him that in

this way we secured the election of just officers, and men who
would not oppress us, while their officers, according to his own
acknowledgment, were extremely venal and extortionate, he said,

" Well, perhaps it may be good for you, but I'm sure it wouldn't

be possible to do so here ;" which is very true. It is wonderful

how ignorant the Chinese learned men are. I believe he looks

on me as a sort of Baron Monchausen, though I have told him
very little that is not known to every school-boy in the United

States

Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain, as ever,

Yours affectionately, W. M. Lowrie.

Macao^ February 1st, 1844.

My Dear Father:—
I have the pleasure of sending herewith something that I think

will amuse you. It is a letter to yourself, in Chinese, from my
Chinese teacher. In my conversation with him, I have at differ-

ent times told him particulars about our family, and of course

have not failed to speak of you. I told him you knew something
of Chinese, at which he was greatly astonished and gratified, and
one day I proposed to him that he should write you a letter. The
idea pleased him wonderfully, and in a day or two he brought me
the inclosed. It is entirely of his own composition, and does not

contain an idea suggested by myself, e. g., I did not tell him any-

thing of what he ought to write about, though, as you will see, he
has referred in it to various things I have said. It is composed
with a good deal of art, and several of the sentences correspond

together in a way that the Chinese call very beautiful. Moreover
it is, as my teacher says, Haou Kan, very beautiful to see, and
Haoit Ting, very beautiful to hear; being, in fact, a Wan Chang,
which none but a Sewtsae or a Keujin could write. How difficult

it is to write I know not, but it is certainly not easy to read, for I

w^ould rather undertake a dozen pages of the San Ko Che, or

History of the Three States, than another of these letters. It took

me a whole day to read it, with my teacher himself to explain it

to me ;
and I assure you I thought I had made no small progress

in learning Chinese, when I at last discovered the meaning.
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It seems to me the more I tliink about the matter, that tliere

must be a radical change in the Uterature and hterary style of

China, before it can be made the vehicle of permanent and exten-

sive usefulness. A great deal is said of the fact, that so many in

China can read, but it is to be feared that a great deal too much
is expected from this. Their literature at present, and (he style

in which it is written, reminds me very nmch of the state of Iju-

rope before the Reformation. There were learned men then, and
they bad a learned language, dilferent from that of every-day life,

which the common people did not understand. This learned lan-

guage was known to the learned all over Europe, and even some
of the poorer class could read it, for the alphabet was the same in

most places ; but they did not understand what they read, and of

those who did understand, and wrote in the learned language, the

less that is said the better. Who reads their writings now, or

cares for their opinions ? A new mode of thinking, and speaking,

and writing was introduced after the Reformation, and the old

has disappeared. Very much the same revolution, in my humble
judgment, must occur in China. They have a learned language
here, and unless a book be written in that language, it has little

favor. That language may be learned by many years of study,

but it is not the language of the people, nor of nature. Many
who can pronounce the characters do not understand them

; and
the world will be never the worse, if nine-tenths of the books at

present in circulation here be lost forever. Some Chinese Bacon
must arise, and do for China what Lord Verulam did for Europe.

I speak with a good deal of diffidence on these points, for 1 am
only forming my own opinion about them, and others who ought

to know more think differently. I am, however, very far from

supposing th£«t the Chinese styles, either of printing, or speaking,

or writing, or acting, are always the most tasteful, or the most
convenient, or the most practically useful. In general I think

them very much like their thick-soled shoes, which my teacher

says " are very good-looking, but not so good to walk with."

There can be no doubt of the truth of the latter part of this re-

mark, while each one must judge for himself of the good looks.

.... I send you my Luhan walking-sticky wHiich you must take

good care of, though I hope it will be long before you need to use

it. I do not want to use it myself, for it might get broken or be

lost, and therefore, for safe-keeping, I will put it in your hands.

That every blessing may ever rest upon you is the prayer of

Your affectionate son,

W. M. Low 11 IE.

Macao, February 2d, 1844.

My Dear Mother—
.... I send you herewith, a curiosity; it is the translation of the

Chinese letter which my teacher, at my suggestion, wrote to fa-
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ther. Before he may have time to translate it, you may Uke to

see it ; so to gratify you I send a translation with " notes and an-

notations." I send you also a copy in Chinese, which is, in fact,

more correct than the original, and is also pointed. Observe how
very correctly the former are used. When he speaks of America,

or of brother Roberts, or of me, he writes tlie characters above the

Hne, and when lie speaks of father, lie pnts the characters two
spaces above the line, while on the contrary, the solitary charac-

ter by which he designates himself is written small, and at one
side, as if he felt himself unworthy to appear in the presence of

him he speaks to. . . .

Yours affectionately, W. M. Lowrie.

CHINESE LETTER.

Worthy Father.—Exalted Man.—TRANauiLLiTY

—

when
THE LETTER IS OPENED.

My family hves in the Southern State,' and my eyes have not

seen the flowery flag's- exuberance. I dwell in the central nation,

but my soul has eagerly run after the excellence of that which is

beyond the seas. Your watches, the ingenuity of whose motions is

like the Seuenke,^ by their goodness have robbed the heavens of

their work.* Your cannon equal the terribleness of the thunder

and the lightning: thus the fame of your far distant land has

been transmitted [to the Celestial Empire.] You have also other

things of such rare skill and admirable art, that the eye is not able

to inspect them,^ and 3^our precious jewels and divine pearls^ are

sucli that words with difficulty can enumerate them.
Your nephew^ unworthily occupies the instructoj^'s seat. Con-

stantly near, he receives excellent information from your honora-
ble son : without any claim to enjoy this learned intimacy, he has
often heard of the venerable father's^ astonishing attainments. I

have desired to cross the sea, and ascend the hills ; myself to

roam over the unsurpassed land. One reason is, that I might
see that great country's magnificent excellencies,—thus opening
my eyes on prospects unseen before.^ Another reason is, that I

1 " Southern State:" formerly a designation of the Provinces of Canton, Fuhkeen,
Kwangsi, and Houkwang. The writer lives in Hway-Chovv, in the province of
Canton.

2 • Flowery Flag," i. e., American
; almost the only name by which we are known.

3 " The Seuenke" is some very superior astronomical instrument, perhaps the ar-

millary sphere.

4 Heaven's work." is to regulate the seasons; but our watches are so good that

there is now no need of the heavens!
5 Literally, '• the eye cannot receive them :" it was not made to conteinplate such

excellent things.

6 ' Precious jewels and divine pearls" are the ornaments of our houses, &c.
7 A term showing my teacher's sense of his inferiority.

8 "The venerable father," to wit the person to whom he is writing.

9 Like the countryman, never out of his own village, I have seen nothing. I wish

to see the wonderful sights of your country.
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might hear the venerable superior's precious jewels,^" thus regula-

ting my own heart and life. But it is not in my power. My
family is poor and my chiithen young, and I cannot take the Foo
bird's rapid course.'^ I only can embrace this opportunity and
send the fishes letter/'^ to perforin the duty of asking of your
heakli, and your nightly repose.*^ Accordinij^ly the carp fish mes-
senger'^ bears the imnost desires and inmost praises of my heart.

May my venerable superior's body be [strong] as the hills and as

the mountains. Yea, may my venerable superior's life be [long

and glorious] as the sun and as the moon.
If my venerable superior in his condescending compassion

should favor me with a single letter, calling me to come, then
your nephew will speedily prepare for the voyage, and go with
haste that he may respectfully hear your important commands.

I have also heard that several of your excellent sons have in

regular course entered the Learned Door,'^ and that you have a
son who daily exercises himself in the Zeen and the Fun.*« At a
future day they will certainly possess talents to rule the world,

and surpass the virtues of the heroic ranks.

As to Lowrie,'^ your third honorable son, of books he has read

more than five hundred volumes ;i^ and he is thoroughly trained

in all the accomplishments of the six arts.'^ His name dwells

among the ranks of modest piety, '^^ and his talents surpass even
those of the men of heaven. Your nephew's abihties are mean
and his learning small; how am I able to become his exemplar?
But the cutter of grass and the gatherer of stubble, the common
laborer and the pedler, all have something that may be profitable

to the Holy Sages
;
and your nephew, (umvorthily dwelling at

learning's door,^^) therefore did not excuse himself from the West-

10 "Venerable superior's precious jewels :" i. e., the instructions and remarks of the
person to whom he writes.

11 Two friends being at a great distance, one of them collected a number of Foo
birds, and by their means came from Pekin to Canton in thne or four hours.

12 A wife, being separated from her husl)and wrote a letter and gave it to a great
fish, which carried it safely, and delivered it to the husband.

13 Literally, 'to ask your welfare, and to tisk your repose:" alluding to the duty
of children, in the morning to inquire of their parents' liealth, and in the evening to see

that everything is comlortable in their sleeping apartments.
1^ A father and son being separated and without the means of communication, the

son dropped a letter into the river and a carp fish carried it off. Tht^ carp being
caught, was bought by the father, who opening it, unexpectedly found his son's letter.

15 'To enter the Learned Door" is to become a Sewtsae ; equivalent to our A. B.

He refers particularly to brother Roberts.
'6 The Zeen and the Fun are different Chinese books : he refers to brother Reuben,

who has not yet entered Learning's Door.
17 In this rhapsody you will hardly recognize W. M. L.
18 I told him once that in all my life I had read probably some five hundred volumes,

at which he was astonished.
19 The six arts are, the rules of Decorum, Music, Archery. Driving a carriage, Writ-

ing, and Arithmetic.
20 '• Modest piety," i. e., a Keujin, the title of their second degree of literature ; equiv-

alent to our A. M.
21 Being a Sewtsae.

18
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ern Seat,'^'^ that thus he might assist Lowrie, the elder born,''^ ([^q

third honorable son, in his noble observations and inquiries.24

With seriousness writing this, I will reverently wait to hear of

your golden repose. Also I beg that every good tiling, in all

variety, may beam around you without cessation or limit.

Your unworthy nephew,
Ching^ tsze keun.

Bows the headac ^nd worships.

Kwei Mow27 Year, Le6 month.^^ From Macao, in the province

of Canton, it is sent.

Macao, February 10th, 1844.

Rev. John Lloyd—
My Dear John :— . . . How it made my heart beat to think

that this year I may see you here ! I fell into a reverie just now,
and thought I was walking along the beach and you landed.

What a shaking of hands and an embracing there was ! Then
I began to ask you questions ;

but though you talked fast, you
did not talk half fast enough to satisfy me. . . .

Many thanks for your long, kind letter. It is the second I have
received, and I hope I may have another soon. I am glad my
journal gave you so much pleasure.

How many things we shall have to say to each other when you
come. Yet sometimes I fear we shall not be allowed to meet ; or

if we meet, shall have to part again ; and I feel as though I

ought not to hope for too much. How often we are disappointed

in the very place where we expected most ! I have learned some
deeply painful lessons since I came here, though not more pain-

ful than needed.

Why do you give way so much to melancholy forebodings?

" Why should the children of a king

Go mourning all their days ?"

Our gracious Father has now led you along for more than nine

years, and are you still afraid to trust him ? How much w^ould you
and I have given, nine years ago, to be told we should persevere

till now ! yet here we are. Thus far the Lord hath led us on,

and will not he whose hand has ever been around us still lead us ?

22 The teacher in properly arranged schools sits at the western side of the table.

23 " Seen Sang" is literally elder born, i. e., more honorable, but it means little

more than " Mr.'^
24 "He uses my aid, as the Emperor condescends occasionally to ask the members

of the Hanlin, cr Royal College, to explain some matter."

25 ChiniT. He lold me at first that his name was Hwang. He had been for some

reason advised tj take that name
; but he said he could not write a feigned name to

the venerable person to whom he was writing.

28 Observe how small " sfww" is written. "It is our custom."
27 Kwei mow is the 40th year of the cycle of sixty, which commenced in 1804,

28 Lee month is the 12th month, this being the last month of the present year.
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Can he not take as much care of us hereafter, as he has hitherto

done ? I know, would that I felt it more, that at best we are

very unprofitable servants ; but can we ever repay God for his

mercies? must we not at last enter heaven in the riirhteousness

of another? Oh let us look to Christ, in whom is all our stren<2^th

and hope
;
and while we labor, never forget that we are accepted,

not in our own works, but in the beloved.

I am very well, very busy, and commonly very happy. Chinese
is beginning to look inviting, and many a hearty laugh I have
with my Chinese teacher. He does not speak a word of English,

and my Chinese is broken enough ; but we make out pretty well

on a good many points. Do not be afraid of this language. It is

hard enough, but can be learned.

Give my kindest regards to Brown and Culbertson, whom I ex-

pect to see with you before this year rolls away. The sooner you
come the better, for I suppose I must be unsettled till you all

come out, and I am getting tired of that; so be in a hurry.

It is nearly ten o'clock. My hand is so tired, that I can scarcely

write legibly, and if I had five hundred things to say, they would
have to stay unsaid. . . .

Commending you to God and the word of his grace, which is

able to build you up and keep you until the appearing of our

Lord, I am as ever your brother in Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, April 19th, 1844.

My Dear Mother—
.... I am very well, and very busy. The weeks fly away, I

scarcely know where ; but the worst is, I do not seem to be doing

much. You speak of my laboring so directly for the Redeemer's

cause, but it does not appear so here. On the contrary, it seems

to me as though I were shut out from the opportunity of direct

exertions. Perhaps it is best it should be so, that I may have an
opportunity of tarrying at Jericho till my beard be grown ! I

would be glad indeed if we had some able men of judgment and
experience here. But do not think that I am unhappy or discon-

tented, or that I regret coming, because I thus write, for I never

was happier in my life, nor better satisfied to be anything, or

nothing, or to go anywhere that the Lord may choose to send

me, than at this time. I do long sometimes to be where I can

speak of Christ oftener ; and I look with almost envy at the lot

of some wlio are settled over churches : but I would not change

with anybody, for the providence of God has led me here
;
and I

trust will lead me still. My only anxiety is to know where it is

the will of providence to lead me, and to be always ready to

follow that will.

What has become of that old and very black negro, who used

to carry straw about the streets in New York, and to cry it in
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such a peculiarly plaintive tone 1 There is a Chinese seller of

sugar-cane, who goes about here at night, and whom I hear very

often, whose voice, in the distance, sounds just like the old negro's.

A great deal of sugar-cane is eaten by tlie people here. It is

brought in from the country in large bundles, and sold to pedlers,

who cut it up into pieces about eight or nine inches long. Many
of them go about the streets, with a couple of boxes slung on a

pole, and carried over the shoulder. In one box they have the

sugar-cane, and in the other a small furnace, and a kettle of hot

water, in which they steep the pieces of cane, and deliver them
hot to their customers. The price is about a cash, or perhaps

two, for a stick. . . .

Affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, May 14th, 1844.

My Dear Father—
.... My letters to the committee will have shown you how

often I am embarrassed and at a loss how to decide the various

important questions occurring here. / ivish you would come out

here ; you will find enough to call into exercise all your experi-

ence. You may lay the foundations of this mission on a better

basis than we who are here can do. My wish is to be prudent

and thoughtful, and to do all for the best ; but I am young and
inexperienced, yet I have more experience of the Chinese than

any of my colleagues. I have no disposition to decline respon-

sibility, and have frequently to take more than my share. What
can we do? There are things which must be done, and our

fears are that they may not be done in the best way. You
are not yet sixty years old, yet Ricci was fifty when he came to

China; and you have had ten years of thought about this coun-

try, and are younger in constitution than most men of the same
age. Your coming might do more good than for twenty boys to

go abroad before their constitutions are settled, and who may die

before they come to their prime. It often seems to me that we
are commencing at the top instead of the bottom, when we lay

light and untried materials in the foundation. If you can come
for life so much the better, but at any rate come for five years.

Live here and spy out the land. I have not made this request in

a spirit of levity, but after a good deal of thought and prayer. I

know how important your presence is at head-quarters, and I

know you will consider the matter calmly. God will direct you

;

and for myself, I will remember what the old farmer said, " I

can't go with you, but God Almighty will."

My teacher was reading the New Testament to-day, when he
observed, " This Jesus must have been a very benevolent man.
How kind it was in him to heal those sick people, and to provide

them food when they were hungry ! Truly he was a good man."
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"Yes," I observed, "he was all you say, and far more, for he was
God as well as man, and came from heaven to save sinful men,
and without him no man in the world can be saved." " What !"

said he, " can none be saved in Chma without him V " No. not

one." "Do you believe this?" he asked. " Yes, most certainly

;

and I have left my father and mother, to come to China to i.'ll

you of this blessed Saviour." " And how long has this been
known to the Western nations?" " O, a great many hundred
years." " Why, then," said he, " was not this knowledi^^e sent

sooner to China ?"....—a solemn question for every Christian. . .

,

I am your atlectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, August 18th, 1844.

Rev. Levi Janvier—
Your kind letter of Sept. 29 has been on hand for some time.

I have been by many reasons prevented from answering it sooner.

It came when I was much more than ordinarily busy. I had to

assist Mr. Cole and Dr. McCanee in all their plans, who had just

come out ; and the time required in assisting Mr. Cole with his

printing office was very great. For several months I gave from

eight to ten hours a day, and sometimes more, to my Chinese

studies, and to preparing Chinese lists of characters for the print-

ing office. I have also had to preach in English nearly every Sab
bath, and as I have not learned to read other men's sermons with

any satisfaction, it took much time to prepare for this. And as to

correspondence, you know how much of it must be done, and I

have all along had my full share. In addition, it has been our

warm season ever since your letter came. There, 1 won't enlarge
;

you will probably not be very angry that I have not written sooner,

and I will give you a little new^s, such as we have.

You may have heard that the Siamese mission is suspended.

Mrs. Buell's health failed last winter, and though she recovered

somewhat, yet the doctor insisted on her going home. Just about

then Mr. and Mrs. Way came out, but being young, they did not

want to go on alone
; and they came to the conclusion, all things

considered, to give up that mission, and have him come here, while

Mr. and Mrs. Buell went home. Mr. Way arrived here in July,

and very soon after started for Ningpo. I have not yet heard of

his arrival at that place. At present we are stationed thus: Mr.

and Mrs. Cole and the printing office are here. This is only a

temporary station, and we are quite uncertain how long it shall

be retained. We do almost no direct missionary work here, but

occupy ourselves in the study of the language, and getting the

press going. Mr. C. is now^ printing an edition of 5()()0 copies of

Ephesians, and has tw^o or three other woiks under weigh. So
much is yet to l)e done to perfect the type, that we do not expect

to do very much printing for several months. 1 have myself al-
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most no doubt of the success of the plan of printing with metallic

divisible type, and its finally triumphing over all others ; but it

may be a year or two before we get everything perfectly arranged.

Mr. C. has as yet done little in learning the language, and 1 can not

say much more for myself; though still I have learned enough to

taik with my teacher with some ease, and have had many inter-

esting discussions with him on religious subjects. We have read
,

over together half the Gospel of Matthew, and he has been at times

deeply interested in it, and the imperfect explanations I have been

able to give him. It is my purpose, Deo volente, to go up the

coast to Ningpo or Chusan, either this fall or next spring, with a
view to remain tliere permanently. I should have gone long ago,

if it had not been necessary to remain here and assist the new-
comers.

At Amoy we have Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn, who are much pleased

with the prospects there. It is a very interesting field. At Ningpo
we have Dr. McCartee, and Mr. and Mrs. Way, who I hope are

there ere now. This we purpose making our chief mission in

China. We look for five more missionaries this year, of whom one
will probably remain here, either temporarily or permanently.
One or two go to Amoy, and the remainder to Ningpo. Such
are our plans now ; but I am often brought to think that man's
heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps. It may
be that all our plans shall be frustrated. But these things give

me little anxiety. The work is the Lord's, and must succeed, and
he uses all these instrumentalities in the way he deems best, and
certainly in the wisest way. " Behold these from the Land of Si-

nim !" It is a very pleasant thing to have a special prophecy for

the land in which one labors, and whether the above prophecy re-

fers to the conversion of the pagan Chinese, or to the return of the

Chinese Jews to the promised land, (for there is a colony of Jews,
that has subsisted in the heart of China since B. C. 258,) it is

equally cheering to the heart of the believer.

.... Things are very quiet here. The drought in the early
part of the season, and the rains in the after part, have greatly
injured the crop, and there is much suffering among tlie poor.

.... My own health continues excellent, and I hope I am now
pretty weJl acclimated; but the climate at Ningpo, where I wish
to go, is not so favorable as that of Macao, and I may have ano-
ther seasoning to undergo. But sufficient unto the day is the evil

thereof I rejoice heartily that I came here, though it was sadly
against my own will at first. . Poor Africa ! Sawyer, you will have
heard, is dead ! If I had not felt so strongly that it was Provi-
dence that sent me here, I should be almost tempted to offer to go
there yet; for of all missionary fields, that seems to be the one
where there is most hope of a speedy and abundant harvest. In
India you are met by a system of caste, and here we are held off

by a language that few have ever mastered. How difficult it is

to maintain one's spirituality amidst the dry toils of dictionaries
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and grammars. Yet the grace of our Lord Jesus can soften all

these, and I can truly say, that amidst every obstacle and discour-

agement, the period of my missionary hfe has been the happiest.

It would be a bitter trial to me now, to be obliged to return to the
United States.

Yours in Christian affection,

W. M. LOWRIE.

RECOLLECTIONS OF A MISSIONARY. NO. I.

—It was a very hot day in August, 184-, and I was lying on
a couch, suffering from debility induced by the heat of a tropical

summer. While thus reclining, the physician of the place, a seri-

ous and moral man, but at that time making no profession of

piety, called to see me. He said he had a patient recently brought
from a neighboring city, and dangerously ill of a disease at that

time prevaihng, who expressed a wish to see an evangelical cler-

gyman
; and that he, (the physician.) would be much pleased if I

would call on him. I went immediately, and on being shown
into the sick room, found a young looking man, who hehl out his

hand and expressed much gratification that I had called. His
Bible was lying on a chair at his bedside, and it was not many
minutes before he had told me fully and frankly his state and feel-

ings. He was the son of a pious man, who had done nmch for

the cause of missions in his own land. He himself had united

with the Church in his youth, and for several years maintained a
fair character, and thought himself a Christian. Of late how-
ever, and especially since coming to this heathen land, he had
greatly backslidden, and as he said, had so far forgotten his pro-

fession as to fall into open sin. While in this state he was at-

tacked with a disease which had already proved fatal to several

persons; and though there was at first nothing very alarming in

his own case, yet it had aroused him to think on his ways, and
the Spirit of God seemed to have brought his sins strongly to his

remembrance.
When I saw him he was in great distress, fearing lest he had

connnitted the unpardonable sin, and that there could be no hope

for him. A few minutes' conversation sbowed tliat the instruc-

tions of his excellent father had sunk deep into his heart, and that

he was tolerably well acquainted with the doctrines of religion,

so that it was an easy and a pleasant duty to give him the in-

structions his case required. Doubtless there are those in our

days w4io commit a sin for which there is no repentance, and for

which we are not commanded to pray ; but there wns no evidence

that such was his case, and on this point his mind was relieved.

He feared, however, that he was not one of the elect,—could there

be hope for bim ? I told him my belief in the doctrine of election

was as firm as my belief in my own existence, but God's secret
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decrees were not the rule of our faith and practice. Repent and
beheve, and be saved ; let him make his calhng sure, and the

question of his election need not trouble his mind. To this he
freely asseuted, and then with tears in his eyes, and the ulmost

earnestness, asked if I thought it possible God could or would for-

give so vile a backslider as himself. Taking up his Bible, I

opened it at the beautiful passage in the fourteenth chapter of

Hosea :
" Take with you words and turn unto the Lord : say

unto liini, Take away all ini({uity, and receive us graciously, <fec.,"

and read and explained the whole chapter. Never did it appear

so rich and precious to my own soul, and the sick man heard it

with entranced attention. When it was finished, he exclaimed,
" What precious words those are ! Will you not pray with me?"
After prayer, and a little further conversation, I left him, promis-

ing to see him again in the evening.

About sunset I called again, and found his disorder making
rapid progress, so that occasionally he seemed to be wandering in

mind. But his thoughts were on his soul's concerns, and towards

Christ ; his mind was calmer than when I first saw him, and
though he expressed much fear of death, yet he seemed to appre-

hend fully that the grace of Christ was his only refuge, and I

could not but hope that his faith was fixed on the Saviour ; and
with a mind much lightened in regard to him, I returned to my
room. The exposure and exertions of the day in my weak state

were too much for me, and a sleepless night left me with but little

strength in the morning. As the day proved stormy, it seemed
imprudent to venture out, and accordingly I wrote a note to the

physician, requesting him to inform me if his patient should wish
for me, as otherwise I could scarcely leave the house. The kind-

hearted physician himself had some conversation with him, and
finding him in the intervals of his delirium, to be much more
peaceful, and apparently hopeful, did not send for me. He died

in the night, and when I called early the next morning I found
him laid out, with an expression of countenance like one who had
gone in peace.

Among strangers, we buried him in a stranger's grave ; for ex-

cepting the physician and myself, there w^ere none in the place

who knew him. He had but recently arrived in this country, and
as we found in a day or two after, his partner died of the same
disease on the same day.

Soon after his death I wrote to his mother his father being
dead an account of his last moments, and of the hope I had that

''the root of the matter was found in him." Several months
passed away, and amidst other events the above was almost for-

gotten, when one day a small package from a distant land came
into my hands. It contained a beautiful copy of the memoir of

Mr. Cheyne, and a note breathing " the most heartfelt gratitude,"

and the assurance of "earnest and constant prayer for my wel-

fare." For some reason unknown to me, the writer wished to be
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unknown ;
but T could not avoid associatinji^ her, (for it was a

lady's hand,) with the person spoken of above. Is it not true that,

bread cast upon the waters is found after many days—and that

often in a way not anticipated ? The parents of that young man
" bestowed much labor" in forwarding the cause of missions, and
the dying hours of their son were cheered and consoled in a strange

land by a missionary of a different country, and a dilferent de-

nomijiation. I went in weakness to visit him, without a thougiit

of reward, but how often has the thouglit cheered me since, that

in a distant land there is one or more whom 1 have never seen,

whose fervent prayers are oHered up on my behalf.

RECOLLECTIONS OF A MISSIONARY. NO. II.

In December, 184-, I was requested to visit a dying ship captain.

Tliis was Saturday evening. I went innnediately, and on enter-

ing the house where he lay, found an elderly man in the last

stages of consumption. He was a pious man, and amidst all the

temptations and annoyances to which such persons in his situa-

tion are exposed, had in good measure kept himself free from re-

proach, and had made his siiip a house of God upon the sea. Of
late he had been quite unwell, and was brought ashore to tlie

house of the consignee of his ship, where it is to be feared there

was little care or respect for religion. Being a stranger, he did

not know there were any missionaries in the place, and it was not

till this day that he was informed that there were. One of the

boys from his ship \vas attending him with the faithfulness of a

son ;
and finding that he was drawing near his end, inforined him

that I was residing not far off, and had me sent for.

He was not able to bear much conversation : but the little I

had was satisfactory, and he appeared exceedingly grateful to

have met a fellow-believer to speak with him in his last liours.

After prayer I left him, promising to call again. The next after-

noon, while administering the Lord's Supper to the little band of

fellow-laborers, and fellow-Christians in tliat place, I received a

hasty summons to see him. On going to the house, I found the

yard just before his window filled with native workmen, in the

employ of the Christian owner of the house, busily packing and
nailing boxes for a ship's cargo ! Passing through the crowd, so

unseemly on such day, and in such a place, I went to the sick

man's room, but found him nearly speechless. He knew me,

grasped me by the hand, and to my in([uiries as to the state of

his soul, gave me to understand though more by looks than by

words, that all was well within. After a short prayer he fell into

a doze, from which he did not again return to consciousness, and
in a few hours his spirit departed. To him I have no reason to

doubt heaven was as near even in that land of strangers and
heathenism as though he had died among his friends. The next
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day he was buried. A part of the ship's crew, one or two of the

merchants of the place, and myself, were the only spectators
;
and

few or none of those who now read tlie inscription over his tomb,

in the field that was " bought to bury strangers in," have any
knowledge of the person who sleeps beneath. Many such graves

are there, for many have come from far distant lands to rest

there.

"He that watereth others shall be watered himself;" and in the

pleasure that this event afforded me, I found the first mitigation

of one of the greatest sorrows that a gracious God has ever been
pleased to lay upon me.

At another time I was called to visit another ship captain, but

my memory recalls few of the circumstances connected with the

occasion, except the following: After his decease, at his request, a

sum of money, amounting to about twenty dollars, was put into

my hands for any charitable purpose to which I might choose to

apply it. On the very day it was received, a poor heathen woman,
one of whose sons had been of some service to a fellow-missionarV;

came to me to beg for assistance in the case of another son, who
was afflicted with the leprosy. She was in great distress : for the

neighbors, apprehensive of catching the disease, had told her she

must either place him in the hospital for such cases, or else leave

her house, and seek another abode. She was poor, and knew not

where else to find a house, and to place him in the hospital re-

quired an admission fee of twenty dollars, a sum she could not

hope to borrow, nor to earn for many months. It seemed a provi-

dence : the money just sent was at once placed at her disposal,

and with a light heart she went on her way rejoicing.

But a few weeks before leaving the place where I had been re-

siding for more than two years, I was requested to visit another
ship captain, w^ho had been brought ashore with a dangerous ill-

ness, and was supposed to be near his end. Unlike the one men-
tioned in the first part of this paper, the owner of this house was
seriously disposed, and had not only spoken faithfully to the sick

man hiuiself. but induced him to send for a clergyman. On being
shown into his room, he seemed very glad to see me ; but 1 was
painfully impressed with the eagerness he expressed for " comfort."

He was a well-educated, intelligent man, and had thought some
for himself; but I was sorry to find, was quite skeptically disposed.

He could not believe that mankind were so bad as clergymen
commonly thought they were. He could scarcely believe that the

Son of God had come down to suffer for the inhabitants of this

petty world, which was, in the greatness of the universe, " but as

a single leaf in the forest." Surprised at these remarks, I asked
if he were not a believer in revelation. " Oh yes," said he ;

" yes,

but sometimes these thouglits will come into my mind." I be-

sought him to exchange these thoughts for others better suited to

his situation, and after some furtlier conversation and prayer, left

him with mv mind ill at ease : for all his anxieties seemed to be for
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comfort, and none for pardon and reconciliation with God. Yet
he professed much gratitude, and bogged me to call again. I did

so in a day or two, and found his disorder had taken a favornhle

turn, and with it his seriousness had nearly gone. It was difficult

to induce him to speak of his soul; but having no reason to hope
that he would recover, as his physician thought the disease would
soon return, I endeavored as faithfully as possible to warn him of

his state and prospects. He listened politely, but with little inter-

est, until a fit of coughing seized him, and I thought it best not

to say more. I called once or twice after, but he declined seeing

me, and the gentleman of the house with whom he was staying,

told me that as soon as he began to think himself getting better,

his thoughts returned to earthly things. Poor man ! A few days

after this, he embarked in a vessel for his native land, and the

next notice I had of him was, that he died soon after getting out

to sea, and was buried in the ocean.

Macao, December 27th, 1844.

Rev. John M. Lowrie—
My Dkar Cousin:—Since April, 1843, I have preached in

English, once a week, to a small congregation of English and
Americans, some of whom are pious. It is the custom of most of

the missionaries just to take printed sermons and read them off,

which is well known by the people. I have done so myself sev-

eral times, but never liked the plan, nor felt comfortable in adopt-

ing it. As the people who attend are very intelligent, I found it

required a good deal of care to prepare sermons that would be pro-

fitable
;
and that I could give most instruction in the fewest

words, and with least labor to myself, by writing out my sermons.

I have done this commonly, and have now nearly fifty written

discourses, besides several skeletons. As I lost all my written

sermons when shipwrecked, the preparation of these has been at-

tended with some degree of labor, and takes as much time as I

can at present afford to give. I felt, indeed, some scruple about

giving so much time to a work not directly the one for which 1

came here, but felt satisfied about it on considering that I am still

young, and the labor and study of preparing sermons would be

of essential benefit to me ; and 1 have found it so. Preaching is

a very delightful work, and I have only regretted that I could not

give more time to it. . . .

It was a great disaj)pointment to Lloyd and myself not to be

together, but it seemed to be clearly the will of Providence that

we should deny ourselves that gratification, and it is quite uncer-

tain whether we shall ever see each other again. As it was, we
could be together less than two weeks, and in that time I did not

learn half as much as I wanted. Hugh Brown, too, will go to

the same station with Lloyd, and as Happer will be at Hong Kong,
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I shall be " a stranger in the earth." So be it ! It is good to feel

that this is not our home, nor our rest

I am your affectionate cousin,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Macao, December 28th, 1844.

Rev. James Montgomery—
My Dear Brother:—Your letter of January 15th, which

came to hand August 6th, gave me great pleasure, for it told me
that though you had not written, your heart was still unchanged.
I observed one thing in it, which has struck me in a number of

other letters 1 have received. Speaking of my shipwreck, you re-

mark, that you could scarce help thinking that I was preserved

for some great end in this part of the world. The same idea has
been expressed to me by several other of my correspondents, and
I can sometimes scarcely avoid thinking it may be so

;
and yet

the thought of it almost makes me tremble, for what a responsi-

bility does it throw upon me, and what a foreshadowing, so to

speak, is there in such an expectation of great trials and conflicts ?

It is through much tribulation we must enter into the kingdom
of heaven. It is in the way of " much tribulation" that great good
is commonly effected; and if I am to be the instrument of good
here, I cannot expect to avoid trials and sorrows, greater perhaps
by far than any that have yet come upon me. I do not murmur
at this. If I know my own heart, I do not wish to shrink from
any cross or any burden God sees good or needful to lay upon me

;

but oh ! how much do I need grace, yea, " more grace," to fit me
for the trials of my work here. Pray for me, that when having
done all and suffered all, I may stand accepted in the merits of
Jesus Christ. I have had some little experience of tribulation

since leaving the United States. I have known what it is to bear
with long delays and hopes deferred, making the heart sick. I

have gone through perils on the deep, and have been tried with
the perversities and waywardness of some who had made the
warmest professions of attachment.
Whither do all these things tend ? Is the trial over yet, or am

I to go through tlie furnace again ? Dear Brother, I confess my
heart sometimes trembles when I ask myself these questions. For
after all this sifting, and searching, and refining, I still find so
much of dross and impurity, that l sometimes think the furnace
must be made " one seven times hotter," before I am fit for my
work. If I have a work to do here, God will certainly prepare me
for it. I do not wish to shrink from the preparation, but I do feel

that without more grace I cannot endure it. Yet I dare not give
way to fear. Hitherto the Lord hath helped me. In every trial

hitherto, grace has been sufficient, and shall I not trust him for

the future ? And when I look back I am obliged to say, that not-

withstanding all the sorrows I have felt since leaving the United



LETTERS. 285

States, no period of my life has been so happy as the last three

years. As the sufferings have abonnded, so have the consolations

;

and were it not for some undefined anticipations of the future, I

should be ashamed to speak of my sorrows that are past at all. . . .

Surely it is a wonder of soverei<2^n grace, that God saves any of

such a sinful race as ours is ! We light against him, and provoke
him, even when he has shown us his love.

We have now a pretty large mission here, and I trust will soon

be settled and all at work. Cannot you cornel 1 should rejoice

to have you with me ; and I can assure you that I do not think

your age a sufficient reason for not coming, if you have no other.

Farewell, pray for me, and believe me.

Ever yours, in Christian bonds,

W. M. LOWRIE.



CHAPTER VII.

1845.

DIFFERENT MISSIONS ESTABLISHED—LEAVES MACAO—VOYAGE UP THE COAST

NINGPO CHINESE WRITTEN AND SPOKEN LANGUAGES.

During this year the missions of the Presbyterian Church in

China began to assume a more settled form. In the first part of

the year, the missionaries had all reached their respective stations,

and commenced their work under favorable and encouraging cir-

cumstances. In April, Messrs. Culbertson and Lowrie arrived at

Ningpo, and Mr. Loomis at Tinghai, on the island of Chusan
;

and in July the printing-press was removed to Ningpo. In May,
the Rev. H. A. Brown reached Amoy. During the year, a boys'

boarding-school was commenced at Macao, and another at Ningpo,

under circumstances of much promise. During the summer, their

number was lessened by the return home of Dr. Hepburn and his

wife, on account of the failure of Mrs. Hepburn's health. This

was a great trial to the mission at Amoy. Dr. Hepburn had ac-

quired a knowledge of the Chinese language, and was greatly

esteemed both by the native population and foreign residents.

The missionary labors of the year at Ningpo, the description of

the country, and the general aspects of this new field of labor are

so fully related in the letters and journals of this period, that noth-

ing further need be added here.

In connection with the account of the missions in China, it is

proper to notice the Edict of the Emperor, dated 28th December,

1844, giving full toleration for the exercises of the Christian re-

ligion. This remarkable document is one of the great events of

the age. It was granted at the request of M. Lagrene, the French
ambassador, on a memorial to the Emperor, from Keying, the

Imperial Commissioner. It gives full toleration to all who profess

the religion of Tien CJm^ or the Lord of Heaven. This is the,

term used by the Roman Cathohc missionaries to denote the

Christian religion, and when the edict was issued, it was consid-
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ered sufficiently comprehensive to embrace the Christian reUgion

as professed by Protestants.

By later proceedina^s of the civil authorities, this construction

appeared to be erroneous. On the 2d of November, 1815, procla-

mations were issued by the authority of the Imperial Commis-
sioner, and the Lieutenant Governor of Canton, stating "that the

religion of the Lord of Heaven consists in periodically assembling

for unitedly worshipping the Lord of Heaven, in respecting and

venerating the cross, with pictures and images, as well as in read-

ing aloud the works of said religion."

By this explanation Protestants were excluded from the benefits

of the edict of toleration, and much dissatisfaction was felt and

expressed at this restriction. But this feeling was of short dura-

tion. On tlie 22d of December, 1845, Keying, the Imperial Com-
missioner, in a letter to the Consul of the United States, at Canton,

states, " that some local magistrates had made improper seizures,

taking and destroying crosses, pictures, and images, and after

deliberation it was agreed that these might be reverenced. Orig-

inally, I did not know that there were among the nations these

differences in their religious practices. Now, with regard to the

religion of the Lord of Heaven, no matter whether the crosses,

pictures, and images, be reverenced or not reverenced, all who,

acting well, practice it, ought to be held blameless. All the great

western nations being placed on an equal footing, only let them

acting well practice their religion, and China will in no way pro-

hibit or impede their so doing. Whether their customs be alike

or unlike, certainly it is right that there should be no distinction,

and no obstruction."

Thus did this subject come three times before the civil authori-

ties of China, and the important distinction between Protestants

and Roman Catholics was thus brought to their notice ;
and much

to the credit of the Chinese government, all are equally protected.

Hong Kong, February 12th, 1845.

My Dear Father—
Your very welcome letter of August 30th, came to hand last

Sabbath, being the first I have received from you for four months,

the longest period of not hearing, since my first letters reached me.

It does begin to appear as if years had elapsed since I saw you.

Letters written home and answers received, answers written back,

and replies to those answers received, and soon I shall have re-

plies to these last.
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Having finished all I had to do in Macao, I left that place Jan-

uary 21st, and came here to take passage for Chusan. I expect

to have as a fellow-passenger, the Rev. T. McClatchie, missionary

of the Church Missionary Society, of whom I have formed a very

good opinion. The Rev. George Smith, liis colleague, is in very

poor health, and 1 fear can do no more than visit the different

ports, and then return to England. I shall regret this exceeding-

ly, for 1 have conceived a very high opinion of him. The connec-

tion of these excellent men with the Established Church of Eng-
land gives them much influence with the people from England in

China ;
but at the same time it requires them to be doubly cautious

not to give any ground of complaint against themselves. On this

subject, however, I feel daily that we have reason for gratitude in

our American citizenship, and the perfect freedom of the Church
from all connection with the State. It is not by might nor by
power, but by God's Spirit that our work is to be done. May God
grant the tijne soon to come when the kingdoms of this world shall

become the kingdoms of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I have never heard you express any opinion about the Millena-

rian scheme. But a remark you once made. " I think the Millen-

ium will be only a great revival of religion," leads me to suppose

either that you had not then examiued it, or thought unfavorably

of it. I have paid a good deal of attention to it of late, and with-

out being able to say I am convinced, I must say that my former

opinions are greatly shaken. That the Jews will be restored to

their owai country I firmly believe.

I wish you would examine the whole subject and let me know
what you think of it. The common opinion against this view is,

that it cuts the sinews of missionary effort. I do not feel this.

Several of the missionaries in China are Millenarians ; and look-

ing at it as I do, I feel that if I could think it true, it would give

me an additional inducement to the great work of preaching the

Gospel, and additional hopes of innnediate success.

February 14. Messrs. Loomis and Culbertson are going in the

Isabella Ann, to sail the 19th. I have taken passage in the

Rob Roy, to sail the 16th. I have been detained here a long
time, and it is important that 1 go up north as soon as possible.

I trust it will be the last voyage I may have to take for many
years to come. I have no fears as to the result of it, though
I confess I should not be surprised if I were landed in Japan.
" Man's heart deviseth his w^ay, but the Lord directeth his steps."

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

THE VOYAGE UP THE COAST.

Macao, January 19th, 1845.

It is three years to-day since I left my father's house. Many
changes have come over me since then

; trials and afflictions have
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befallen me, but out of tlioni all tlio Lord liatli delivered me, and
having obtained help of him I continue to this day. For nearly
two years I have been preaching- to a small congregation of
Englis'n and Americans, once every Sabbath. To-day I preached
my last sermon to them, and bade them farewell. How many of
them sluill I meet in peace at the great day of reckoning? As far

as they are concerned at least, I feel myself pure from tlieir blood.

I have not shunned to declare unto them the whole counsel of
God. And to some at least it has been a blessing ; would that
the same could be said of all

!

January 21st, 1845. I bade farewell to Macao, and turned my
face to the north. It was not without apj)rehensions that I con-
templated another voyage, and that against the strong north-east
monsoon, for nearly every voyage I have made since arriving in

China has heen attended with disaster, and not a few of my friends

shook their heads ominously when I spoke of tempting the sea
again. Yet the path of duty seemed clear. Nothing further of
any consequence remained for me to do in Macao, and it was de-

sirahle on several accounts, that I should as speedily as possible

proceed to Ningpo. Conunitting my way, therefore, to that God
who had heretolbre led me, even through the deep waters, and
preserved me in the most imminent perils, and led me by paths
that I knew not, I left Macao, a place that had become endeared
to me by many associations and recollections.

It was far from my intention to have spent so long a time in

Macao
; but various intimations of Providence had kept me there

nearly two years and a half. How many events have occurred in

that time ! When I arrived, there was war between England
and China, and most men thought it would be of long continu-

ance. Yet in a few months the war was ended, a treaty of peace
was negotiated, and five ports in China were thrown open to for-

eigners. Extravagant hopes began to till men's minds, and many
expectations were indulged, whicii have not been realized. When
the supplementary treaty was signed, (Oct. 8th, 1843,) boasts long

and loud were uttered, and hopes rose yet higher. But had men
been wise and studied God's law and providence, they must have
seen there was reason to fear that treaty could not prosper. The
Christian Plenipotentiary wdio negotiated it, agreed to the propo-

sal of a Heathen Statesman, and signed it on the Lord's day !

There was all the parade and circumstance of military pomp, and
men in tlieir joy forgot that there is a God who will not suller his

law to be violated with impunity. This treaty, far less than the

treaty of Nanking, has satisfied the expectations at iirst formed.

Rather it has bitterly disappointed them, for some of its clauses .

have nearly crushed the commercial importance of Hong Kong.

What changes and accessions in our own mission ! I have

seen McBryde go home, and have welcomed here, Hepburn and'

Cole, and McCartee and Way, and Loomis and Lloyd, and CuL
bertson and Happer. Several of them are already settled in theij:
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appointed stations, and now our Chinese mission, after various

fluctuations, wears a more settled and promising aspect, than at

any former time.

What changes in the other missions ! Mrs. Boone and Mrs.

Dean, Mr. Dyer, Mr. Morrison,* Mrs. Ball and Mrs. Shuck, liave

gone to their reward. Some have gone liome on visits, one no
more to return. Others have come in tlieir places. More than
half the missionaries now in China have arrived within the last

three years, though of these several had heen laboring in other

parts for the Chinese. It has been a time of breaking up and set-

thng down again ;
but like the sea whose waters heave, even

when the storm has died away, there is a heaving and a motion
yet. What shall the end of these things be? Little do we know,
and still less can we foresee, but " the Lord reigneth, let the earth

rejoice." Whatever changes may occur, all shall accomplish good.

"I will overturn and overturn and overturn until he come, whose
right it is : and I will give it him."—Ezek. xxi. 27.

Comparatively few vessels sail for the northern ports of China
during the N. E. monsoon, and I was detained nearly a montli in

Hong Kong. Yet the delay, thoucrh tedious, was not unpleasant,

for there were many friends there, and letters from home brought

me cheering news. At length I succeeded in getting a berth on
board the Rob Roy. She is a clipper bark, built in Calcutta, to

trade between India and China. The captain and mates are

F_]nglish, and her crew a motley mixture of Bengalis, Malays,

Manila men, with one or two Arabs, two Chinese, and a Portu-

guese from Goa, who is the blackest man on board.

I regretted much that the vessel sailed to-day, which is the

Sabbath, but this I could not prevent ; all my baggage of course

was put on board yesterday, and had she sailed early in the morn-
ing, I should have slept on board. But knowing that there

would be much bustle and confusion, I thought I could spend
the Sabbath morning more profitably on shore. Got a note from

the captain, saying she would leave anchorage at eleven, a. m.
;

so about ten I bade my kind friends farewell, and came on

board. It looks but little like the Sabbath here. The men were
washing the decks, officers busy, merchants and clerks from the

town on board, and altogether it was far, far from pleasant.

Shortly after eleven we started, but were detained nearly two
hours in getting out of the harbor, by the consignees not having
all the papers ready. How little of the Sabbath was kept by the

consignees, officers, and sixty-tliree Lascars and other persons con-

cerned in the sailing of this single vessel

!

We left Hong Kong on the IBth of February, with a fair wind,

which carried us out of the harbor, but it soon fell calm, and then

we had the N. E. monsoon directly in our teeth. Our vessel is a

* Although Mr. Morrison was not a missionary himself, he was one of our warmest

friends, and his death was as much a loss to tlie missionaries, as to any other class in

China.
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very fast sailer, and consequently in "beating passages," very wet,

and her deck was seldom dry. On the 18th we passed inunense
numbers of fishing-boats

; I counted one hundred and ninety-five

at one time in sight, and that was not nearly all. We k(^pt close

along the Chinese coast for several days, beating against the wind,

and making tolerably good progress. After reaching Hr(3aker

Point, we stretched across the Formosa Channel. The wind was
strong, and the sea liigb, and for two or three days we were
uncomfortable enough. In eight days after leaving Formosa,
we saw the high land on the southern end of Formosa. A
whole day was spent in beating about there, and then, getting a
favorable breeze, we sailed '• in a smother of foam," into tbe wide
Pacific Ocean. As we saw it, it did not correspond with its name,
for the restless heaving, and rolling, and tossing of the waves, agi-

tated as tbe}^ were by a strong wind, was anything but peaceful.

The wind and current still favoring us, we were soon as far on
our way as the northern end of Formosa. It is rather remark-
able that while a strong current sets to the southward on the

western side of Formosa, there is a current in the opposite direc-

tion on the east. The reason probably is, that the N. E. monsoon
drives a large body of water from the Yellow and Eastern seas,

down the Formosa Chamiel : and to supply the deficiency thus

caused, a current sets up from the eastern side of the same island.

We passed several islands on our route, but they were small and
rocky, and most probably barren. Of Formosa itself we saw noth-

ing after the first day. This large and populous island, which
may be called the granary of some of the eastern provinces of

China, is as yet without the presence of any missionary, either

Protestant or Roman Catholic. The western part is under the

dominion of the Emperor of China, but the inhabitants of the

mountains in the centre have not been subdued, and the eastern

shore is almost unknown.
We were so nnich favored in the first part of our voyage that

we reached the latitude of the Chusan islands in sixteen days,

which at this season of the 3^ear is a very quick run
;
but the re-

mainder of our voyage was not so speedy. We had then less

than two hundred miles further to go, but a succession of baffling

head winds caused us to spend a whole week in going that short

distance. It was not till Tuesday, March 11, that we cast anchor

at Woosung, tw^enty-three days after leaving Hong Kong. In the

favorable monsoon the voyage is made with ease in less than ten

days. It was a very rough voyage, and except in urgent cases

should not be attempted, especially by females. The rouirhness

of the passage renders it nearly impossible to spend one's time

profitably, and three or four w^eeks, or even five, for the voyage

is often that long, is too much time to be thrown away. There

is also all the risk, which is not small, and the exposure, which, com-

ing from the warm latitude of Canton, to the colder climate of the

north, is not a httle disasrreeable. Yet men of the world submit
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to all this, and much more, for the sake of earthly riches, and the

missionary should not he^^itate to do the same when the great ob-

ject of his life can be gained by the sacrifice of some personal ease

or comfort.

Most persons dislike the sea, and it is common to speak of the

monotony and tedium of long voyages. There is little to be seen

that is new after the first few days, and without caution and
watchfulness, one is apt to become impatient and fretful. Yet
with due care, it need not be so. The best of all expedients to

make the time pass pleasantly, is to liave something to do, and to

do it. It requires some resolution to keep one's self constantly

employed, but the exertion is amply repaid. And there is much,
even amidst the sameness of sea life, that is deeply instructive.

God has so ordered all things in nature, that they form a constant

commentary and illustration of invisible and eternal things. That
more of sucb analogies can be traced in the sailor's life than in

any other I will not presume to say, but I have often been sur-

prised, and oftener still instructed as well as gratified, with the

illustrations of the Christian's course which the voyage of a ship

aflTords. The various changes of the weather, now calm and sun-

shiny ; now stormy and dark
; now rapidly speeding on with

prosperous breezes, and anon, painfully laboring against the wind;
who has not felt such changes as these in his Christian course?

—

The unceasing diligence of all concerned, especially the captain and
officers, their constant study of the charts and books of directions,

and their anxiety to secure observations of the sun and stars, that

they may know their daily progress and position
;
who does not

recognize in this the duty of the Christian to study carefully the

great chart and book which God has given to direct us on our
way, and by earnest looking iipv)ard^ to gain wisdom from on
high to lead our steps?—The constant look-out for danger, and
the anxiety to avoid hidden shoals, to mark the progress and di-

rection of the currents, and to take advantage of every wind that

blows
;
how often have they reproved me for being so careless of

danger, and so negligent where Christ said, " Watch !" and so in-

dilferent to the Spirit's infiucnces, which, "like the wind," must
waft the soul to heaven. When the ship has dropped her anchor
in the port, universal joy possesses every heart. The dangers and
watchings and fatigues of the voyage are over, tJie rewards of labor

are now to be enjoyed, and the quietness and peace of home to

repay the toils and perils that are past. " They are glad because
they are quiet, and because they are brought to their desired ha-

ven," but how much more real and satisfying is the Christian's

joy, when he enters the haven of rest, his home in the skies.

There " there is no more sea."

The entrance of the great river Yang-tsze Keang [child of the

ocean) is ratlier difficult, especially to vessels drawing much
water. So much earth is brought down by this immense stream,

and deposited in the sea, that the water is quite shallow for many
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miles, and a vessel is in danger of riiniiing aground long before

the land is seen. The coasts of China in this latitude are low,

and perfectly level, and tlie land can scarcely be seen more than

ten miles off. The strength of the tides is also very great, and
several vessels have already been lost on the sands and rocks oil

the entrance of the river. Until lighthouses are erected, and
buoys properly placed, more than ordinary caution will be re-

quired of the officers of vessels visiting Shanghai.

After entering tiie river, the course is north-west, to Woosung.
Entering tlie Woosung river, the course is south-west, about

fourteen miles to Shanghai.
The whole country for many miles around the city is a perfect

plain, having only sufficient elevation and depression to carry off

the water. There is not a single hill within twenty miles of

Shanghai, which, of course, renders the appearance of the coun-

try uninteresting. The soil, however, is rich and productive, and
excepting the space occupied by the graves, is in a high state of

cultivation. There are no stones, nor even small pebbles, for in a

trip of some twenty miles along the Woosung river, not a stone

was to be seen, except such as had been brought from a distance.

Farm houses and small villages dot the country in every direc-

tion, and clumps of bamboos, wdth orchards of peaches and plum
trees, and willows by the water-courses, relieve the sameness of

the ground. Two crops, one of wheat, and the other of cotton,

are raised every year, and in some parts a third crop of rice is

also procured. Rice, however, is not so much cultivated liere as

in the more southern parts of China, and as there are few paddy

fields near the city, the ground is not so marshy as to render it

unhealthy.

The city of Shanghai is pleasantly situated at the junction of

the AVoosung and Hwangpoo rivers. It is of a circular form,

surrounded by walls, about fifteen feet high, and nearly four miles

in circumference. The suburbs near the rivers. are thickly in-

habited, and the population is estimated at about two hundred

thousand inhabitants. By the Woosung river it is connected

with the city of Soochow, the capital of the province, and one of

the most luxurious and wealthy in the empire, and also with the

Grand Canal which reaches to Peking. Hence its situation is

one of great importance, and its trade is inunense. Rows of

junks are moored for nearly two miles along the bank of the

Hwangpoo, on the east of the city, and vessels are constantly

arriving and departing. Already it is attracting a large share of

foreign connuerce, and many suppose that it will soon rival, if

not surpass Canton, as a place for foreign trade. Sixty-five for-

eign vessels have already entered the port, though it is but a year

and a half since business commenced to be done there. The
great tea and silk districts of China are nearer to Shanghai than

to Canton, and if proper encouragement be held out, a large part
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of those articles which were formerly carried at great expense to

the latter place, will find their way either to Shangliai or Ningpo.

Every foreigner who has visited this place, gives the inhabi-

tants a much belter character than those of Canton. They are

rather taller, of a more ruddy complexion, and much more civil

and well-disposed than tlieir southern countrymen. In passing

through the streets one is rarely insulted, and the opprobrious

epithets so common in Canton and Macao are scarcely ever heard

here.

The change that has come over tlie intercourse of the Chinese

with foreigners within the last few years, is indeed wonderful. Five

years ago we were confined to the suburbs of a single city. Ex-
posed to insult and scorn even there, and denied the privilege of

using the sedan cliair, which the poorest Chinese may have by
pacing a hundred cash.* While such a thing as the wives or

daughters of the foreign barbarians being allowed to enter the

precincts of the '• Celestial Empire," was out of the question.

In Shanghai, Dr. Lockhart and myself walked quietly to the

English consulate in the heart of the city, where divine service

was held, on the Sabbath, whilst his wife and sister went be-

fore us in the sedan chairs—and, excepting a few dogs wliich

had not yet become reconciled to the presence of foreigners, none
moved his tongue against us, and we felt as secure as though we
had been in the cities of our native lands.

The appearance of the city of Shanghai is not very prepossess-

ing. The houses are crowded close together, and there are few
buildings that make much pretensions to even Chinese ideas of

architectural beauty, while by the Chinese themselves it ranks
rather pre-eminent among the "dirty cities" of the Empire. Of
one house now occupied by a foreigner, I was assured that when
rented to him, it had not been cleaned for twenty years, and was
in consequence, '• unspeakably dirty," and with my own eyes, I

saw the dirt lying full four inches thick on the floor of a temple
in the heart of the city.

The Roman Catholics once had a strong footing in Shanghai.
Paul Siu, an officer of the highest rank, and his daughter Can-
dida, who were tlie two most powerful and liberal friends the

Jesuits ever possessed in China, were natives of this city, and
several monuments to his memory are still found within the walls.

In one place, the heathen descendants of Siu offer incense to his

image. One of the idol temples in the city was formerly a chapel
of the Roman Catholics, and is even now commonly called the
" Teen-choo-tang," or " Hall of the Lord of Heaven," the name
they give their places of worship in China. There are many
Roman Catholic converts in the province of Keang-su, and several

foreign priests, who dress in Chinese clothes, and live as the

Chinese do. The R. C. Bishop of Keang-nan and Shantung, an

* About nine cents.
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Italian, and a nephew of tlic Pope, by the way, resides within
live miles of Shanghai.

Saturday, 30th March, 1815. Left Shanjrliai on yesterday, and
leached Woosung to-day about eleven o'ch)ck. I went ashore,
and strolled up the banks of the Yang-tsze Keang about three

miles. The river is so wide, you cannot see the other bank. The
country being very low, higii embankments are raised to protect

the land from the high tides. The embankment along the Yan^"-
tsze Keang, is faced with solid masonry four feet thick and about
fifteen feet high, for several miles—how far exactly I cannot say,

but as far as I went or could see, it was so. The termination of

my walk was the little city of Paouhau, which is walled and has
four gates. The city is square, tlie circuit of the walls very little

more than a mile, and nearly all the houses are ranged along the

two streets that extend from the gates and intersect in the centre

of the town. The rest of the space within the walls is occupied
by gardens. I should not think the population was more than
two thousand. The houses outside the walls were larger and
more numerous than those within. I went right through the
town, then out at the same gate, a crowd of boys at my heels,

then half round the walls, and then back to the ship.

Tuesday, April 1st. About eleven o'clock in the morning, cast an-
chor in Chusan harbor, and my joy at finding myself safe at my
journey's end, was only equalled by that of finding the Isabella

Ann with Loomis and Culbt?rtson safe on board. She arrived on
Saturday, after a thirty-eight days' passage, which, from the ac-

counts they have given me, was not only very unpleasant, but
even dangerous

; but we are all safe here. Thanks to God, who
holds the winds and directs the storms.

In the day-time went through the city of Tinghai. Loomis
and his wife remain here for the present. The Culbertsons go to

Ningpo to-morrow. I shall remain several days and go to Ningpo
early next week.

Tinghai is in the centre of a large valley, with high hills on
three sides. At this time the valley is all green and yellow with
crops of beans, barley, and cabbage in flower, and looks very well.

The streets are, I think, cleaner than is usual in Chinese towns.
In the evening I walked with Loomis and Culbertson over the lit-

tle island just opposite Tinghai ; a splendid view from the top

;

(juite delighted to find some blue and white violets frrowinir on tlie

lull.

Wednesday, April 2d. Went to the Isabella Ann to see about
my freight. Found my mattress was missing, and several boxes
of my books wet. Had not time to open them, but shall doubt-

less find them much spoiled. The Rob Roy being so hill, I could
not bring tliem in her, and had to send them by the other. Mr.
Bates, an American merchant, the only American here, has very
kindly offered me a room while I stay here.

Thursday, April 3d. I had my boxes from the Isabella Ann



296 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

taken to Mr. Loomis's house, and as they had got wet on board
the ship, I had serious misgivings about their condition. I opened
them to-day ; but oh, what a mess ! My books, my noble books,

on which I prided myself so much; some were utterly ruined,

more than half are seriously injured, three-fourths are greatly de-

faced, and not one-fourth have escaped without some damage.
Five hundred dollars would not replace the injury they have
suilered.'

The mate of tlie vessel who stowed them away, "tliought they
were spirits or wine," and put them in the part of the vessel where
such articles are kept, where, if water should come, no harm is

done ! I fancy he had some spirits in his head when he thought
so. Well, there was no use of crying, or scolding, or fretting ; so

I did not lose my temper. I only wished I had not brought so

many; but as wishing was of no avail, I commenced .to rub and
air them. I got two Chinese to help me. They will be a pitiable

sight when all is done.

Friday, April 4tli. A wet, raining forenoon. Went to Loomis\s
house, and spent several hours among my damaged books. Alas!
alas !

Coming back, I heard a heavy regular tramp behind me, and
supposed it must be a company of six or eight soldiers going to

relieve guard. AVithout looking round, I walked as close as I

could to the houses, to let them pass. At last finding no one
passed, I looked round, and behold, it was a Chinaman with shoes
for rainy weather. These shoes are made like other Chinese
shoes, with the addition of a great many heavy iron nails in the

sole; the heads are of a conical shape, and about half an inch
thick.

Monday, April 7th. After breakfast, I started with Mr. Loomis
for a walk. Tinghai is built in a valley. We went through the
city, and out at the north gate, and then up through the largest

valley. What a delightful walk it was ! I do not think 1 have
had one so pleasant in China. There were farm-houses and
paddy-fields, and clover-patches, with red yellow flowers; and
some of the farmers were ploughing the clover in for manure.
There were patches of barley, and cabbages run to seed. I won-
der what they do with so many cabbage seeds? They make oil

for cooking and lamps. There were some beautifully built tombs,
with cedars planted round them. There were dandelions, and a
kind of wild honeysuckle, violets, and some flowers a little like

larkspurs. Then there was a beautiful little stream bubbling and
murmuring over the stones ; and altogether I have seen nothing
so much like home since I left the United States. The top of the

hills where we went, was about three miles from Tinghai, and
though the sun was warm, the north wind kept us pleasantly
cool. What a splendid climate is this. It is April now, and the

people in Macao are wearing white jackets, while here we have
all our winter clothing on yet.
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There was a large valley surrounded on all sides by hills, with
many houses, and highly cuhivated. As we did not wish to go
farther, we turned into a stone huttliatched with straw, and aslced

for a bowl of water, which was cheerhdly given. I tried my Clii-

nese on tlie man, and could get along after a fashion.

Tuesday, April 8th. After breakfast Loomis and 1 started for a
walk. AVent out of the east gate, and up the valley that runs
eastward from Tinghai. The valley is very rich, and highly cul-

tivated. They are just now letting the water on for a crop of rice,

and we saw the first bed in which the rice is sown, previous to

transplanting. Several fields of barley, all planted in bunches,

and some nearly ready for reaping
;
a patch of peas in blossom,

numerous beds of stalk beans, fields of clover, bufialos and buf-

falo cows, and numerous farm-houses, rendered the walk very ifi-

teresting. From the main valley numerous lesser ones run in

among the hills on either side, affording a large extent of cultiva-

ble land
;
and most of the lower hills were cultivated to the top,

while the larger hills are also studded over with cultivated spots,

very far up. This is certainly a very beautiful island. Much
more rice is produced than the inhabitants can use, and a great

part is consumed in making sam shoo, a highly intoxicating

liquor.

On our return w^e stopped at a large and neat private house, or

rather collection of houses, belonging to one person. On entering

the door, the females, who were sitting in one of the back rooms,

started up in some alarm, but as they saw us not very ferocious,

they stood and looked. Presently the father of the household
came out, and invited us to enter the reception hall, wliich was
designated as the Hall of Patience and Benevolence. He had tea

brought in, grown, as he said, on the island; and I tried my Chi-

nese on him, but not very successfully. The old man was very
polite, but rather deaf, and did not understand me so well as his

son or grandson, who stood outside. After sitting awhile, I gave
him a copy of Ephesians and came away, nuich gratified with
our visit.

Packed up my books, or at least part of them, to take to Ningpo.
About tw^o hundred volumes were in such a state that I must leave

them here for a while, and some fifty or more aie about useless.

" Three removes are as bad as a fire !"

Thursday, April 10th. Left Chusan at half-past nine, a. m.,

with fair tide but light wind. Chartered a native boat, and took

most of my goods and chattels, making twenty-one packages in

all; paid three dollars for the boat, which is about one-third of

what I should have had to pay in Macao. There were only a few

passengers, as I told the owner he must not crowd the boat.

Among the passengers were two inhabitants of the mainland
from near Chiidiai, a farmer, a Budhist priest, and a I'lihkeen

merchant, decidedly the most intelligent of (he whole. There
were several others, but I saw none of them except one, who came
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to me once with his breath smelHug so strong of opium, that I

gave him a lecture thereupon.

At first they showed vast curiosity about my clothes, shoes,

gloves, See, which they examined most minutely. The Fulikeen

merchant was more sensible. I could talk just a little with all of

them, and soon was on very good terms with them, and gave them
some tracts, but the Fuhkcen man was the only person who could

read understandingly. The priest said there was an oltl man at

his house who could read, and I gave him one for him. Our
course lay along the southern shore of Kentong, and ab«nit two

o'clock we entered the Ningpo river. A good many junks were
lying oir Chinhai, a walled city at the mouth of the river. Here
our passengers all left ; and as the tide turned against us, and the

wind was very light, we had to remain several hours. During the

night the tide changed, and we kept on. I slept until dayliglit,

Friday, April 11th, When I looked out, and found myself on
the eastern side of Ningpo. I soon found Mr. Way and ^Ir. Cul-

bertson, and in half an hour had my goods all ashore, without

taking them to the Custom-house.
Breakfast at eight o'clock. After prayers I soon found Dr.

McCartee, who is living in a monastery. Then took a walk
through the city, admired the straightness and width and com-
parative cleanness of the streets, and afterwards went to the Pa-
goda, or Tower of Ningpo, an immense tall tower, a hundred (eet

or more in height. Vast numbers of sw^allows have built their

nests in holes in the walls. Going up to the top, I enjoyed a mag-
nificent view of the country around. Ningpo is in a vast plain, a
perfect level ; but high hills are in sight on all sides but one.

The plain is so level that the hills look quite near, but they are
really from fifteen to eighteen miles distant.

At six o'clock, p. M., took a walk with AVay and Culbertson, and
their wives. There are but few houses in this part of the suburbs,

and we walked about perfectly unembarrassed with people. The
vegetation is very luxuriant here. Saw several tombs erected in

the time of the Ming Dynasty ; there was first a pair of stone rams
;

then of dogs
;
then of horses saddled and bridled

;
then of monks

;

and then of tombs. I have seen many of them at Shanghai.
Here endcth my first day in Ningpo. I am very much gratified

with all I have seen.

Saturday, April 12th. After breakfast, Way and Culbertson
and myself started for a walk round the city walls, commencing
at the north gate. The whole time occupied was one hour and
forty minutes; and as the day was cold and we walked fa^t, we
reckoned the circuit of the walls to be six miles. The walls are
about fifteen feet high, with a parapet six feet higher. Within
the parapet, the top of the wall is wide enough for four or five to

walk abreast. The wall is fianked with stone on both sides, and
paved on the top

;
the midille, I suppose, is filled with rubbish.

It is in a tolerably good state of preservation
; though in several
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places (lie parapet has fallen, and in many places jr^rassand l)uslies

are g-rowiiig aniono- the stones. The city is toh;rahly well tilled

with houses; tluni^h near the western and northern wiiHs, ihere

are many vacant places. The suhurbs at the eastern and western
gates are both very closely built and populous. Between tlic rivers

and a deep canal, the city is nearly surrounded with water. There
are also two lakes and a canal within the city, which communi-
cate with that outside by two water gates, -adjoining the south
and west gates.

In a liasty walk round the city, one cannot notice much. One
thing that particularly struck the eye was the mode of interment.

There are two in connnon practice. The first and most connnon
is to place the massive coffin on the surface of the ground, and
leave it there. Sometimes it is bound round with matting or

straw, and occasionally built up around with brick
; but connnonly

the cotlin is simply laid on the ground. Sonietimes you see only

one; sometimes a dozen; and occasionally, hundreds lying close

together, close by the houses both wnthin and without the walls.

The other mode is to cover the body with a conical mound of

earth, and plant evergreens, commonly cedars, around it. There
is quite a forest of such plantations on the west of the city. 1 am
not sure whether the body is interred in these mounds, or whether
the bones are taken out of the exposed coffin after the fltish has
decayed, and then interred. At Shangliai there is the same mode
of laying the coffins on the ground and of erecting earthen mounds,
but 1 do not remember the evergreens.

Came back to Dr. McCartee's establishment, which is just within

the northern gate. It is his prescribing day, and he had a great

crowd. 1 concluded to take a set of rooms, some four or five, which
the monks olTered to let me have, and to put some furniture in for

me, for five dollars a month, with possession on Tuesday or Wed-
nesday. It will be a capital place to learn the language, which is

my object at present.

A cold, rainy afternoon and evening, and all glad to gather round
a charcoal liie.

April 1 1th, 1S45. After a visit to the city, we sailed some dis-

tance up the north branch of the river, whose course is quite

crooked a short distance above the North Gate. At the distance

of twelve le,* we passed a large distillery, known by the usual

sign of a tall polo, with a small round bamboo sieve near the top,

and a small flag above it. Passing three le further, we went
ashore at a temple where the keeper received us full civilly, and
gave us tea to drink. The temple contained nothinLC of int<^rest,

but we were amused in watching a boat as it passed over a sluice.

As the tide rises and falls several feet in the river, tlu; small

streams and canals that empty into it would be nearly useless at

low water. To prevent this, they are all daimned up at the

* Tliree le are about one mile.
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mouth, and thus the water is made to stand always at nearly the

same level, so that they are always useful lor irrigation and navi-

gation. To enahle boats to enter the river, and come back into

the canals, the dam is rounded off, and by means of two rude

capsterns and bamboo ropes, the boats are hauled up to the top

of the dam. It consists simply of mud, beaten smooth and hard,

and rendered slippery by pouring" a little water over it. As soon as

the boats are once at the top, their own weight carries them down
the other side, and they enter the river like a ship launched from

the stocks. Each sluice is attended by two men and several boys,

and it requires but a minute or two to pass a boat in either direc-

tion. By these economical locks there is no loss of water, and
the wear of the llat-bottomed boats is small. The toll for passing

these sluices varies from five to ei^ht cents, accordin<2f to the size

of the boat.

1.5th. The wheat and barley are now in the ear, and the heads
begin to grow heavy.

l(3th. Crossed the ferry at the east gate, where a large number
of boats are constantly plying. This place, at the junction of the

two rivers, is the most busy part of Ningpo. Went over to the

eastern suburb, which is large and populous, and a place of much
business, but not remarkable for cleanliness. After strolling

through several streets, came by the Bridge of Boats, to the Ling
Keaou Nuw, or "Gate of the Etherial Bridge." The bridge,

which has not much that is very etherial about it, consists of a
flooring laid over a number of large boats, which are anchored in

the stream, with sufficient space for small boats to pass between.
Numerous stalls of what might be called " notions," occupy either

side of the bridge, and a great crowd is constantly passing and
repassing. There is no toil on this bridge.

The street from the liing Keaou Nuw is almost entirely occupied
by furniture shops, some of which present a very showy appear-
ance. The bedsteads, with their carved, painted, and gilded

frames, and gay decorations, are the most remarkable.
Continuing our walk through several streets, we were objects

of general curiosity. A foreigner is still " a sight worth seeing"
in Ningpo, and men and boys both cry out as"we pass, " Hang
ma nt/ui! himg ma nijhi P^ a term which Hterally means "red-
haired men," but is applied without exception to all foreigners. Oc-
casionally, a mischievous boy cries out, " Wailo P' a term derived
from foreigners, and equivalent to "be off!" but it often seems to

be done more with the intention of exciting our attention than of

insulting us. From hearing the soldiers and sailors calling to

their companions, " I say—look here," (fee, the natives have got
the idea that "I say" is equivalent to a proper name, and one is

often saluted with it in passing through the streets.

17th. In conversation with an old gentleman who is himself a
seiotsai, a literary degree o(|iuvalent to our Bachelor of Arts, he
informed me that there are about four hundred sewtsai in the city,
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and nearly a thousand in thisybo, or depailnicnt, wliicli contains

six Ju'oi^ or districts. He estimates the population of Ningpo at

forty myriads, or four hundred thousand, a large estimate prob-

ably. He knew something of other nations ;—a rare acquirement
even among the most educated of the Chinese, and seemed very

proud of displaying his geographic learning.

Afterwards went with Dr. McCartee to see the garden of Mr.

Kiang, a salt merchant, supposed to be the richest man in Ningpo.

It is visited by nearly every foreigner who comes here, and is very

beautiful, though not large. Artificial rock-work, caverns, pools

of water, sunnner-houses, green arbors, and sweet flowers, make
it a very pleasant place. The old gentleman was very polite, and
according to custom, gave us tea to drink, which, not accord-

ing to custom, was really excellent. The old man is hard of

hearing, and said little ; but one of his sons talked a great deal

about America and broadcloth. Nothing seems to take the fancy

of the Cliinese so much as the cloth we wear, whether woollen,

linen, or cotton, and it is usually one of the first topics on which
they begin to ask questions.

18th. Took up my quarters at the Yu shing kwan monastery,

belonging to the Taou sect, which is situated just within the

north gate of the city. There are, in all, five monks in the estab-

lishment. As soon as my baggage was brought in, the old abbot

sent in a wooden waiter with a pile of sponge cakes, and four

cups of tea, together with a red card, on the top of which was
written, " Congratulations," and beneath, •• The resident supporter

of the Yu shing kwan monastery. Hwang che hwuy bows his

head and worships." A small present was sent back in return.

In the morning, had an opportunity of seeing a '• small foot"

uncovered. One of the female patients had some disease, which
made it necessary to take the bandages off the foot, a thing they

are commonly unwilling to do before strangers. The sight was
by no means pleasant. All the toes except the largest were turned

under the sole of the foot ; the instep was greatly elevated, and
the hollow between the heel and the ball of the foot much deeper

than in the natural state. All the women here, excepting the

nuns, have their feet thus unnaturally compressed, and in conse-

quence, you never see a woman able to walk vv^ith even tolerable

ease and grace. They all go hobbling about like cripplee, and
frequently have to depend upon an umbrella, or the shoulder of a

female attendant whose feet are not quite so cruelly hampered as

their own, to support their steps.

For several days past, green peas in abundance have been sold

in the markets.

19th. In our walk after breakfast, we found some soldiers prac-

tising musketry under the direction of their ollicers. They were

merely firing blank cartridges, and the sohi objcict seemed to be to

accustom theni to load swiftly and fire with deiiberation. Nearly

every man shut his eyes, and turned away his head when he
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pulled the trigger. The guns were all matchlocks of the rudest

construction, and the touch-hole was large enough to admit a ten-

penny-nail, consequently nearly a third of (iie ciiarge escaped at

tlie wrong end. Each man, after tiring, lifted up his right foot,

made a how to the oiiicer commanding, and fell hack ;
but the

whole exhibition was poorly calculated to inspire one with respect

for their prowess or efftciency.

Afterwards went to the Hwuy-Hwuy Tang, or Mohammedan
Mosque. The keepers of the building were from Shantung; and
one old woman spoke Mandarin beautifully. (The purest Man-
darine dialect is spoken in Shantung.) The niosque is a small

building, with many Arabic inscriptions, and we w^ere informed

that there are some five hundred Mohammedans in Ningpo. They
have a larger mosque, and more numerous population in Hang-
chou, the capital of tbis province. There was formerly a Jewish
synagogue in Ningpo, as well as one in Hangchou, but no traces

of them are now discoverable, and the only Jews known to exist

in China, are in Kaifung foo, the capital of Honan.
Visited also a small flower-garden, but saw little worthy of no-

tice. There were some dwarf trees, and curiously-twisted and
gnarled shrubs, w^hich the Chinese take great delight in cultivat-

ing. By tying cords to the branches, so as to make them grow
crookedly, and other devices, they succeed in giving to young and
small trees the appearance of great age.

20th. Preached this morning to the largest congregation of for-

eigners that has yet met in Ningpo, sixteen persons in all.

21st. Dr. McCartee having occasion to go to Chusan to-day, I

am left alone in the monastery
;
but a smattering of Mandarin,

of which the people all understand a little, enables me to get
along without difficulty. Dr. McCartee has three boys under his

care, the two elder of whom are very interesting and affectionate

;

and his teacher is a kind-hearted, excellent man, " almost persua-
ded to be a Christian." We have prayers morning and evening
in Chinese, wiien the teacher reads and explains a chapter in

Chinese, and repeats or reads a prayer ; after which we have a
prayer in English. A-chang, the second boy, was greatly de-

lighted with my barometer, and repeated several times, " Heaou
tehfung! heaou teh yu !" '• It understands the wind ! It under-
stands tbe rain !" and finally, he declared there was nothing so

admirable in all Ningpo.
Shortly after Dr. McCartee started, a man came in great haste

to have liim go and see a man who had swallowed opium, a com-
mon mode of committing suicide. Dr. Macgowan happened to

be here, and w^ent immediately, but the man was dead before he
could see him.

22d. Teaching the boys English, who, in return, make capital

teachers in Chinese.

A man came for medicine to cure opium smoking, He had no
money to buy more opium, and the desire for it was so strong, as
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to be a torment. When told tluit 1 coulil do notliinc^ for him, not
being a physician, he asked with some asperity, " Tlien what did

you come liele for, since you are not a merchant?" My knowl-
edge of I he language was scarcely sufficient to answer his (jues-

tion satisfactorily.

23d. Arranging my rooms, and putting my clock up. Got a
servant to-day, who seems to be a very simple-hearted, good sort

of a fellow, and who looked with unbounded admiration at the

clock. Seeing one of the monks, he called out to him, " Here is

a clock !" It has been a great object of admiration all day.

25th. Along with Dr. McCartee, and Messrs. Way and Cul-

bertson, \vent out several miles into the country to see a patient of

the Doctor's, who is confined with a broken leg. The country is

intersected with innumerable canals, which supply the place of

high roads in other countries. Much ground is also covered with
tombs, so that the common saying, that tlie Chinese use no ground
for tombs which can be cultivated, is incorrect. In the south,

where barren hills abound, and only the valleys are fit for culti-

vation, the remark is true ; but about Shanghai, Chusan, and
Nins^po, it is not.

The canals are full of fish : to catch them, bamboo fences are

staked across them in numerous places, with only an opening for

boats. The opening itself is staked w^ith llexible reeds, w4iich al-

low the water to pass through, and boats to pass over, but effectu-

ally prevent the fish. Commonly, the fences are formed into a
kind of labyrinth, so that when the fish are driven to them, they
enter a trap, from which it is difliicult to escape, and they are then

scooped up with a small hand-net. The appearance of the coun-

try is very beautiful
;
crops of w^heat and barley nearly ready for

the reaper, patches of clover, beds of rice for transplanting, young
fields of reeds for mats, (a very important part of the trade of

Ningpo,) water-wheels, worked by buffaloes or men, the latter

sort somewhat on the principle of the tread-mill, a few water buf-

faloes and oxen, quiet farm-houses and numerous villages, with

some old trees, form a picture of great beauty. Oh ! that this

were indeed Immanuel's land ! that those wdiom we meet were
partakers of the same faith and hope with us !

" How long, O
Lord ! Return and visit these long desolations !"

3i)th. Invited to a Chinese dinner. The dishes were brought in

bowls, everything being cut up, and ready for use. Each guest

was })rovided with a small wine-cup, a spoon, and a pair of chop-

sticks. The guests were Dr. McCartee and his teacher, the old

abbot and one of the monks from the monastery, and myself.

The dishes were :—stewed chicken, cold goose, duck and bamboo-

s[)routs, pork, fish, cherries, water-chestnuts, pea-nuts, soup, beche

de-mer, ginger, preserved eggs, spinnage, and rice and tea to close

with
; besides, hot spirits distilled from rice. It was my first effort

with chop-sticks, which are awkward enough at first, especially

when you try to take up a hard-boiled egg. Several of the dishes
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were very palatable, but one or two of tlie customs were not par-

ticularly pleasant, e.g., the old abbot, after putting bis cbop-sticks

several times into his mouth, picked out a tempting piece of goose,

and offered it to me with the same sticks. I begged to be excused,

tliough it is a mark of polite attention to make sucli an offer ; also

,a wet cloth was handed round after dinner to wipe the fingers and
mouth, the same cloth for all.

May 2d, 1845. Observed some strawberries quite ripe. In size,

shape, and color, and in the leaf, they are much like ours ; but

they are quite tasteless, and so little used by the Chinese, that

njost of them think them poisonous. 1 have, however, eaten

some, and seen others do tije same, without any unpleasant effects.

While gathering them, a man came along, who accosted me, and
begged for medicine to cure him of opium smoking. Notwith-

standing my telling him that I had none, he followed me all the

way to my lodgings, repeating his request.

May 3. In the afternoon a respectable and interestinc^-looking

Chinese came to the Yushing kwan temple to perform some cere-

monies on the sixth birth-day of his son. The little fellow was
dressed in his best clothes, and seemed to enjoy the whole afTair.

His fatlier had brought gilt paper, printed prayers, and a large

number of bowls full of various meats, rice, vegetables, nuts, cups

of wine, and the like, which were spread out before the idols.

The ceremonies were performed in the apartment of the Toiv-f/ioo,

or Bushel Mother, who has special charge of young people, both

before and after birth. The old abbot clothed himself in a scarlet

robe, with a gilt image of a serpent fastened in his hair. One of the

monks wore a purple, and another an ash-colored robe. A multi-

tude of prayers, seemingly little else than a round of repetitions,

were read by the abbot. Occasionally he chanted a little, when
the attendants joined in chorus, and every few minutes a deafen-

ing clamor of bells, cymbals, and hollow^ blocks of wood, was
raised. Genuflexions and prostrations iimumerable accompanied
the whole ceremony. The most singular part was the passing of

a hve cock through a barrel which had both ends knocked out.

This was done several times by two assistants, who shouted some
strange words at each repetition of the ceremony. The meaning,
as I was afterwards told, was something like this : Prayers had
been offered to the idol that the child might escape certain dangers
through which he must pass; and each passing of the cock
through the barrel was intended to symbolize his passing safely

through one of these perils. It was a melancholy sight. In con-

clusion, some of the prayers were burnt, a cup of wine poured out
as a libation, and a grand chorus of bell, and gong, and drum,
and blocks, closed the scene.

May 8. Dr. McCartee was called this evening to see a young
man, who had poisoned himself, in the eastern suburbs, but he
was dead before his arrival. He was but seventeen years old
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and having- lost money by gambling, put an end to his life by
takini]^ arsenic.

May 12. Called with Dr. McCartee to see a dropsical patient

in a very respectable family. He had been consulting some native

doctors, one of whom thought he had within him some clotted

horse blood, uhich had feet and could walk
; and tiie oidy way in

which the clot of blood could be killed, was by taking internally a
prescription so indecent that it cannot be published. This he had
done, but unsuccessfully. He had also, at the reconnnendation of

another physician, eaten a toad, but with eciual want of success.

He was now so far gone that but little hope of his recovery re-

mained. After talking some time with his parents and brothers,

who were very agreeable people, and being peeped at by his sisters,

who were not allowed by Chinese etiquette to come into the same
room, we came away.
May 13. Engaged a teacher to-day. Hung seen sang. He is

forty-nine years old, has the degree of kung sang, or bachelor of

arts advanced, wears spectacles, being near-sighted, has already

gray and almost white hairs, and on the whole promises well,

though he is not as much of a talker as I could wish.

A young man from Shensi province, connected with the Taou-
lai's office, came to-day for medicine to cure him of opium smoking.
Speaking of the effects of smoking, he said it gave him pains in

tlie head, and made him stupid ; but he could not do without it.

When he smoked, he was revived for a while, "just like winding
up a clock ;" but he soon ran down again, and was worse than
ever. He seemed intelligent, and received Christian books with

much politeness.

May 14. A wet, rainy day. In the evening Dr. McCartee was
called in a great hurry to see a man who had poisoned himself by
taking opium. On going to the liouse, found the family in much
alarm. The man was in bed, looking very stupid, and his wife

attending him with some appearance of anxiety and care. He
had had a quarrel with his mother-in-law, and in revenge attempt-

ed to make away with himself by taking opium. There was,

however, some reason to suppose that it was partly a feint to

frighten the old woman, and after an emetic being given, we came
away. The Chinese have but little to deter them from the com-
mission of suicide, for they have very faint ideas of a future state,

or of punishment beyond the grave.

May 17. A great Hwuy, or festival of Too-shi?i, all the gods,

has been celebrated for the last day or two. Sa\v a part of the

procession to-day, though the narrow crowded streets gave but a

poor opportunity of seeing the different parts. There were iimu-

merable lanterns, three or four gaily ornamented dragons, a boat,

several chairs, idols, little boys carried on men's shoulders, and
various other sights. The most interesting were several gaily

dressed girls, who seemed to be standing on almost nothing at all.

One girl standing on a chariot, carried a branch of a tree careless-

20
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ly on her shoulder : on one of llie twigs of the branch stood a little

girl, on one foot, with the other in the air. Another girl held up
in her hand a plate of cakes, and a smaller girl stood with one

foot on the cakes, and was thus borne along. Of course all this

was done by means of iron or brass supporters around their bodies.

The crowd of people was immense, and numerous policemen

seemed to be busy, or rather to make themselves busy, for I never

saw so large a crowd, and so little disorder.

It was a curious sight to look over the crowd and see the forest

of pipe-stems. Nearly everybody carries a pipe with a stem from

two to four feet long, and when held up to keep them out of harm's

way, they looked like a forest of small sticks, or perhaps like a
cane-brake stripped of its leaves.

May 19. The ditch along the southern side of the monastery
being nearly dry, some boys made arrangements to catch the fish.

They dammed up a part of the ditch at a time, and having emp-
tied the water out of it, by groping among the stones and black

mud at the bottom, they procured quite a handsome mess of fish,

from three to seven inches long. There are numerous canals in

the city which abound with fish, as do the rivers and streams

without. Most of the canals in the city are navigable for small

boats, but so narrow, that two boats can pass only at certain

places. They connect with the moat and canals outside by two
water-gates, one of which is near the gate of the Etherial Bridge,

and the other near the west gate. In them the lower order of the

people wash all their dirty vessels, they also wash their clothes,

and the rice they eat, and they also wash their own bodies
;
con-

sequently they are not always very clean, and must prove un-
wholesome in summer.
May 21. Having occasion to be out at a prayer-meeting until

after eight o'clock in the evening, we found the north gate closed

on our return. It is closed sooner than the other gates, being less

of a thoroughfare: they are commonly open till nine or ten o'clock.

A present of a hundred cash (about nine cents) to the gate-keeper,

opened it for us. A Chinaman gets it opened for sixty cash, but

we have to pay more. Sometimes the officers of the city seal the

gates at night, by pasting a strip of paper across them, and then it

is more difiicult to get in or out.

May 27. It is amusing to observe the commotion excited by the

appearance of a foreigner in the retired parts of the city, where
few have yet wandered. Every one cries out, " Hung ma nying !

hung ma nyitig !"' a red-haired man ! a red-haired man ! this

being the name for all foreigners. The women and children

scatter in all directions ; the men stare and gaze, or pass their

comments, as the fancy strikes them. It is melancholy to witness

the fear of foreigners that still exists, especially on the part of the

women and children. Some of the men look as if they would be

glad to hide, and if you look at them, seem ready to sink into the

ground. Commonly, however, this fear is giving way to curiosity

;
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and nothing is more common tlian for those who see the stranger
to beckon to the women to come and have a look also. One Utile

boy, in his haste to do this, dropped his basket, overturned bis

playfellow, and running to the door, clapped bis liands and called

out, "Here's a red-haired man ! come ! quick, quick, quick !" The
titles they give, and the remarks they make, are sometimes amus-
ing, and sometimes provoking. '' Mantele !" for mandarin. " Wailo
fuhke, wailo !" Be off with you !

'• Lailo !" Come here. " Hung
ma nying !" are the common terms; and sometimes "Pah kwei/'
and " Kwei i^z^white devil, and deviVs child! Some few, on
the other hand, are polite enough to say, " Hungma seen saung,"
foreign teacher ; and the beggars say, " Hungma laou yay," for-

eign esquire.

The sun is sometimes called Kin woo, or "golden crow," from
its spots, which are thought to be crows ; and the moon is called

the Yah too, or "jewelled hare," because they say a hare is distinct-

ly seen in it. Hence, in poetical style, the setting of the sun and
rising of the moon is expressed by " The golden crow sank in the

w^est, and the jewelled hare arose in the east."

May 28. The Chinese are fond of high-sounding and poetical

names for everything, and this fancy displa3^s itself on the bridges,

as well as elsewhere. A little stone bridge over a ditch by the Yu
shing kwan monastery, is dignified with the title, "Bridge of Lon-
gevity and Happiness," and one at the w^est water-gate is call " the

Bridge of Extended Virtue." At Shanghai, I saw a bridge over a
canal with the inscription, Paoa sheu keaoii, " The excellent jewel
of a bridge !"

May 29. Went out w^ith Dr. McCartee several miles into the

country, by water of course. Stopped at a small village, and
went into a temple, when a crowd soon came round us, and notice

being given that Dr. McCartee would prescribe for the sick gratu-

itously, a number of patients applied for medicine and advice.

After this Dr. McCartee and his teacher both spoke to the people

on religion, and were listened to with good attention. Tracts
were then given to the eager crowd, and we took our departure,

much gratified with our visit and the behavior of the people.

Returning, saw a large house in the w^estern suburb on fire. It

seemed to be the family mansion of some wealthy person ;
but the

Chinese have little skill in putting out fires, and the owners were
removing their furniture, and leaving the house to its fate. The
Cheheen (mayor of the city) and several other military and civil

officers, were speedily on the ground with their retainers. Being

tired and hungry, we did not stop to see the end, but were inform-

ed that by breaking down parts of the adjoining houses, the flames

were prevented from spreading.

May 30. Spent part of the day in visiting acquaintances among
the Chinese, then went to the house of a Mr. Lin, to see his

garden, which is spoken of as very fine ; but w^ere rather disap-

pointed, as it had nothing remarkable in it. While in the garden
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Mr. Lin came out to see us, and politely took us over his house,

which is large, air}^, and well furnished. He had some six or

eight large clocks of European manufacture, but all out of order,

with numerous beautiful scrolls of writing and painting. His
father left him a fortune of some three hundred thousand taels,

(over four hundred thousand dollars,) but his extravagance has
diminished it to one hundred thousand. He smokes opium freel}^,

and looks sallow and thin. Some friends were with him at the

time, and he had an opium pipe, and lamp burning in the rootn to

which he led us. This opium is the curse of China. It is drain-

ing out their money from the land, sucking the heart's blood of

their industry, and destroying the constitutions and the lives of

their people.

May 31. A good deal of commotion in the city to-day, on ac-

count of the boldness of a gang of robbers last night. They
attacked the house next door to Mr. Lin's, which we visited yes-

terday, severely wounded some of the inmates, and carried oiF

nuich property. Some of the mayor's police went to disperse them,
but the robbers attacked and drove them off, and escaped with
their booty. This is the most daring outrage that has occurred

for some time. Robberies out of the city are not uncommon, but
within the walls, such daring attacks have seldom been attempted.

June 3, 1845. On Saturday, May 31st, Dr. McCartee was
called to see a woman in the country, w'ho had poisoned herself

by taking opium, but she was dead before he arrived. It seems
she was the concubine, or second wife, and had a quarrel with
the first wafe, which led to her destroying herself. This evening,

another case of poisoning occurred but a few doors from our resi-

dence. In this case he was in time, and some sulphate of zinc soon
relieved the man's stomach. The cause was a quarrel with some
of the neighbors.

Yesterday and to-day have been w^et and cold. Thermometer
down to 61 deg., wiiich is eighteen degrees lower than it was tlie

day before.

June 5. R,eading in the Kea Paou, or " Family Jewels," I came
across the following sentences, which are rather remarkable. "If
your parents treat you with unkindness, or even do what is w rong,

you must still, with the utmost quietness, submit. And if they
will not hear your attempts to correct their errors, you must not
become angry, and scold them

; but bear it in silence. For, re-

member, that below the skies, there is not such a thing as a father

or mother that does wrong. Your father is heaven^ and your
mother is earth, and where is the man that dares to contend with
heaven and earth? Is it right to do so? Therefore, it was well
said, by an ancient sage, 'Although a father should ill-treat his

son, yet must not the son cease his filial obedience.' " The fol-

lowing sentence is equally remarkable :
" Let not your love for

your wife and children prevent your paying all due respect to your
parents. Should your wife and children die, you may yet procure
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Others ; but if your father and mother depart, whence will you re-

place them?'' Kea Paou, vol. i. p. G. The seutinient of this last

line must remind (he student of history, of the saying ascribed to

a Persian lady, whose whole family had been condeiimed to deal h.

The monarch, permitting her to save the life of any one she cliose,

she selected a brother. On being asked why she had not rather

chose to save one of her children, siie replied, "1 may have other

children, but another brother I cannot have."

To-day being the first of the Chinese month, several people

have come to worship at tlie temple. Several travelling monks
assist at the devotions. Among the worshippers were some re-

spectably dressed females, one of whom took her lit lie child, that

knew not its right hand from its left, and making it kneel before

the idol, tauglit it to lift its hands and worship.

June 7. Another case of opium poisoning to-day. It was a

young man who could not collect money to pay his debts on the

tifth of the month, when, according to custom here, all debts must
be settled. The application for assistance was too late, as he was
dying when Dr. McCartee reached the house.

June IG. A visit from sundry official persons, and some schol-

ars, to-day. They were civil, very inquisitive, and not at all

backward in asking for anything they took a fancy to. One of

them requested a few sheets of writing paper, as a curiosity, and
when I took out half a quire, meaning to give him a sheet or two,

he held out both hands, and took all, exclaiming, " Oh, thank you,

thank you !" We gave them tracts, several of which were printed

on our own press, with the Parisian type. They expressed much
pleasure at the beauty and clearness of the type, as 1 have more
than once or twice heard scholars do, when they opened one of

our tracts.

June 18. An animated discussion with my teacher to-day on

idolatry. He is the most zealous defender of their idolatrous rites

that I have ever met among the Chinese, and does not, as most
of them do, assent to everything that we say on the subject. Ac-

cording to what he says, idols were not formerly worshipped in

China, nor are they now, by the literati, who pay their adoration

only to the souls of the deified persons, and not to the images.

When pressed in argument, he admitted that it was of no use,

except to show reverential feeling, for the souls of the idols being

in heaven, could not hear or enjoy the worship paid to then). At

last he confessed that it was only " long-established custom." I

rejoiced to be able to tell him distinctly, that it was only by re-

nouncing all idols, believing on Christ, and worshipping him, that

any man could be saved.

It is curious to see how they use the same arguments in favor

of their worship, which the Roman Catholics mge for the adora-

tion of the saints. Among other things, he said that it was better

to worship heroes, and sucli like, because God is too great to be

troubled with our prayers, and therefore, we must approach him
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by means of persons o^ieater than ourselves. Wlien asked if there

were any good and sinless men on earth, lie replied with empha-
sis, " There are few indeed !" When asked, " Did you ever see

one?" he replied, ^^ Never.'''' At this point he seemed to feel un-
comfortable, and admitted that man's natural disposition is not
good, though he was hardly willing to say this, without some
qualification.

June 19. Another long conversation wiih my teacher, on reli-

gion, in which I could not but admire his independence. He freely

admitted the dilference between Christianity and the religion of

China; but unlike most Chinese teachers, he would not compli-
ment me, by saying that ours was the best. He listened with in-

terest, while I spoke of the way of salvation, through the suffer-

ings and death of Christ. Oh, that he were himself a Christian !

He is acute to detect the inconsistencies of professed Christians,

and asked some questions to-day, respecting some, which were
hard to answer.

The Sz' family are in a good deal of trouble, from the youngest
brother having borrowed money, which he is now unable to repay.
The creditor insists on immediate payment, and the young man,
in despair, attempted to kill himself to-day, by swallowing opium.
The timely application of remedies saved him

;
but the whole

family are in great distress. By Chinese law, all the brothers are
responsible for each other, and for the father's debts ; but the father
is not responsible for the debts of his grown-up sons.

June 21. Went into the main building of the temple to-night,
and found all the monks busy at their devotions. Some person
was making an offering, and his gifts were spread out in order be-
fore the idol. Fourteen candles were burning. The old abbot
was beating the drum, and twelve monks, more than half of
whona were visitors, were chanting from the Sliangteking^ or
Classic of the Supreme Ruler. Each w^ore a long yellow, or
orange colored robe, fringed with black, and read from a copy of
the book beautifully written with red ink. They chanted, beat
their bells and blocks of wood, knelt, and rose again, and bowed
their heads. Oh, how melancholy to see it ! Some of the monks
were old and gray-headed. One was young, with the ruddiness
of boyhood still on his cheeks. I thought of the command, " Thou
shalt not bow down unto them—" and my heart sank within me,
as the question rose, "How long, oh Lord, how long?—" Will
this kind go out except by prayer and fasting?

June 26. Several conversations with my teacher, of late, on re-

ligion, which seem to have made some impression on him. He
was much struck with the idea of missionaries coming here, not to
make money, but simply to teach religion, and after a pause, said
seriously, " It requires great faith to do all this. 1 do not think our
Chinese would do it." Giving him an account of my being ship-
wrecked some years ago, he was much interested, and remarked,
" Truly, you would not have escaped, ifJesus had not preserved you."
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July 1. The warmest day we have yet had. Tliennom-
eter at 91° for a while, and now, at nine o'clock, p. m., at 88°.

Little wind, and weather very damp. It is what the Chinese call

the wang may teen^ or yellow plum season, hecause the plums
are then ripe, when the atmosphere is so overloaded with mois-
ture, that even when the sun is shining, tlie stone and wooden
floors are as damp as if they had but lately been scrubbed, and
had not time to dry.

July 3. The first sentence of the San trz Icings the first book
read b}^ children in the schools, asserts that " man's disposition,

originally good, becomes depraved by habit." The following sen-

tence, however, from the Kea Paou, or Family Jewels, asserts a
difierent doctrine. "In all the world where is there ever a good
man born ? All, by education alone, become perfect. Where is

there ever a bad man born? All from want of education become
bad. The gem uncut is but a useless gem. To what piupose
can it be applied? The field unwatered and untilled, is but a
weedy waste. How can it produce abundant and mature har-

vests ?" Vol. I.

July 6th, Sabbath. Greatly disturbed in our morning worship,

by a number of Chinese carrying alum, the property of a Chris-
tian merchant, out of a neighboring store-room to load a ship, the

property of a Christian owner. Verily, there is but little fear of

God in the eyes of many who do business in this heathen land.

Alas! for our work among this people, who know not how to dis-

tinguish among the professed and the real followers of Christ.

Very rainy, damp weather for some days, and so cold, notwith-

standing the heat a week ago, as to render thick clothes and
woollen stockings comfortable. But it is the last, probably, of the
cold weather for a while.

July 10. Warm weather now.
July 15. A visit from some inferior officer to-day, who had

nothing to distinguish him save a beautiful silk dress, and long
nails. The nail of one of his thumbs was more than two inches

long, and two of the fingers on the same hand, had nails nearly

as long.

July 19. Being the 15th of tlie Chinese month, there was a
great crowd of men and women in the temple, and the house was
filled with the smoke of the burning incense.

July 24. Had a visit to-day from a Mr. Lefevre, a French Ro-
man Catliolic missionary, who has spent five years in Keangse,
one in Nankin, and three in Macao. He seems to be about fifty-

five years old, and is now on his way to Tartary, to take charge

of their theological school at Si wan. He speaks Chinese, the

court dialect, fluently, and tolerably well, but with rather a French

accent. As lie knew no English, and I but little French, we talked

together in Chinese. He goes first to Shanghai, there changes
his garments and puts on a queue, with Chinese spectacles, to con-

ceal his eyes. From Shanghai he goes by the grand canal, and
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expresses no fear of being detected on the way. Though he
speaks lluently, he knows but httle of the written language, not

being able to write so connnon a character as Kung^ (noble.)

w^hich he has occasion to use every day.

He speaks iu the highest terms of ]\Ir. Ramaux, Rotnan Catho-

lic bishop of Keangse, and says he speaks Chinese better than even

his own language. (I have since heard that Mr. Ramaux was
lately drowned in Macao. From some of his letters, I had formed

a good opinion of him.) The Roman Catholics in China call their

priests ^li'in foo^ spiritual fathers, and the bishops Ckoo Keaou,
lords of the religion.

July 2.5. Went into the temple with a bundle of thirty or forty

gospels and tracts in my arm, and found many worshippers.

Presently some came and asked what books I had. On giving

one away, there was instantly a crowd of eager applicants, and
in a few minutes all were disposed of A hundred more would

have been taken, if I had thought lit to give them
;
but it seemed

better to stop while they were eager for more, than to give them
to satiety.

July 28. This is the birthday of the god of thunder, though,

as my teacher laughing said, " No one knows how old he is." A
crowd of men and women were in the temple. My teacher says,

" Most of the worshippers are women, who greatly fear the thun-

der, though there are some men. The women like these worship-

ping days, because it gives them an opportunity to see, and to be

seen in their fine clothes ; and most of the men who come, come
to amuse themselves, and look at the women." Among the crowd
of the common folks, there were many men and women in silks

and embroideries. Stalls were at every corner, where men were
selling candles, incense sticks, and paper for offerings. The tem-

ple was full of smoke ; and the crowd, together with the smoke
and the burning paper, renders the place almost insupportably hot.

I took some forty or fifty tracts, but the crowd was so great, and
the eagerness to get them so excessive, that there was little satis-

faction in distributing tliem.

In the Kea Paoii, vol. i., line 562, is this sentence. "Ancient
men have well said, ' A relation afar off is not so good as a neigh-

bor that is near.'" Almost word for word with Prov. xxvii. 10.

" Better is a neighbor that is near, than a brother afar off."

My teacher was gieatly shocked to-day, when I said that " Abra-

ham was the friend of God." "How can it be?" he exclaimed;
" how can a man be the friend of God ; for a friend implies equal-

ity. Such a thing ought not to be said." These poor heathen
have little idea of the exceeding grace and condescension of God.

The other day, talking with him, he advanced the sentiment that

the alTairs of the world to come, being beyond our personal obser-

vation, are of no importance to us ; that if we attend to our own
business in this life, the future may be safely left to take care of

itself. In confirmation of his opinion that the future world is en-
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tirely beyond our knowledge and concern, he quoted the i^aying

of Confucius, " Not knowiniJ- even hfe, how can we know death ?"

How truly it was said of Christ, " He hath brought hfe and ini-

mortahty to hghl through the Gospel;" for they were not known
before, and are not known where the Gospel is not heard.

Ningpo, April 30th, 1S15.

Mrs. C. M. Hepburn—
.... I have little sympathy for those who delight to say that

our blessed Saviour never smiled, for when he " rejoiced in spirit,"

and when he heard the little children cry, Hosanna ! it seems to

me as if a smile, strangely and yet sweetly blending the divine

and human, must have played upon those features. How pleas-

ant, more than "pleasant," to see those features, once marked
with the impress of pain and suffering and sorrow ! They are

not so marked now, for a glory covers tliem, such as the disciples

saw when they were with him in the holy mount, and that glory

I trust we shall ere long see.

My previous letter will have informed you of my arrival at Chu-
san, April 2. I stayed there a week, enjoying greatly the scenery

and appearance of the place. It quite surpassed my expectations,

and is vastly more beautiful than anything I have yet seen in

China, always excepting Chang-Chow and the country around.

You have nothing at Amoy or Kulangsu equal to Chusan.
There are some pious soldiers at Chusan, and, among others,

I was surprised to see Corporal R , who used to be such a con-

stant visitor of yours at Amoy. He asked very earnestly about

you all. They all seem very glad of Loomis's going there, and
he now preaclies in the chapel there every Sabbath. I left Chu-
san on the 10th of April, and go there the next day. Stayed a week
with Br. Way, and then came over to the Yu-Shing-Kwan mon-
astery, which is just within the north gate of the city. Dr.

McCartee has heen here for some three or four months, and I got

a suite of rooms just like his, on the same terms.

This is a very quiet part of the city, as there are few houses

near ; the mass of the population lies off in other parts of the city.

I calculate the inhabitants at two hundred and fifty thousand, in-

cluding the suburbs at the east and west gates, which aie very

extensive and populous. . . .

We propose observing next Friday as a day of fasting and

prayer, both for the mission, and as preparatory to the Lord's Sup-

per, whicli I am to administer on the Sabbath following. Miss

Aldersey has a fme girl's school, numbering fifteen pupils, and

sustains herself well. I hope for much good from the organization

of a churcli in these extreme ends of the earth. I tru.<t that ere

long we may admit some of the inhabitants of this place into our

fellowship. . . .

May 1st. " The laughing month of May ;" though we might al-
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most apply to it the term given to the following month, "The rose

encumbered June."

One of tiie monks brought me a bouquet of roses to-day, which
I have arranged in a tumbler beneath my looking-glass. I have
been busy fitting up my rooms to-day, and have everything now
arranged much to my mind.

.... I hope we are all settled now, and will not have to move
about any more, or make any other changes. I would like to see

you all ; but when shall it be ? As my sister E. says in her last let-

ter to me, "I aiu prepared to say, I hope you will not leave your field

of labor, even to come and see us." 1 am sure I am so glad to be

at my long-desired haven, that it would require no slight induce-

ment for rue to leave it. How nervous I used to feel sometimes,

on my last trip, for fear I should not get up after all. By what
strange ways we are led along, and sometimes hard ones to travel.

"Oh there are some rough ways to heaven." "In the world ye
shall have tribulation." So our blessed Lord himself said.

Friday, May 2d. We have been observing this as a day of fast-

ing and prayer for the mission, and also as preparatory to the

Lord's Supper. We met at 10 o'clock—only ourselves—six in all.

Bro. Culbertson conducted the services, and made some very good
remarks on the duties before us, and the disposition we should

have. I read a long letter which I have just received from my
father, in which he gives his views on several points in relation to

the missionary work in China. I wish you were nearer, Lwould
lend it to you. We all led in prayer. In the afternoon we had
another meeting at four o'clock, which I conducted ; subject of my
remarks, 1 Cor. xi. 23 ; the administration of the Lord's Supper.

What a beautiful and forcible passage it is. The Lord's Supper
was instituted "the same night in which he was betrayed." Oh
what a night was that ! It was the crisis in the world's history.

Had our Saviour then drawn back, had the cup passed by him,

where had w^e been ? Earth never saw a night like that. It was
on that night that Satan's malice and man's wickedness rose to

their highest point; and on that night the love of Christ was spe-

cially sbow^n in the appointment of this solemn and tender ordi-

nance. How the love of God in Christ stands in shining contrast

with the wickedness of man and Satan ! And wdiat a beautiful

sentence that is :
" Ye do show the Lord's death till he come."

He will come again " in the clouds of heaven." Yea, he has told

us, he will " come quickly." It will be " with power and great

glory." "We who are alive and remain, shall be caught up with
the risen saints to meet the Lord in the air." Now we are expect-

ing it. " We love his appearing," is the characteristic of Christians.

" Let the vain world pronounce it shame !

With joy we tell the scotiincr ai^e,

He that was dead hath left the tomb.
He lives above their utmost rage,

And we are waiting till he come."
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Herein is a beautiful feature of this ordinance. It was instituted

in the time of Christ's degradation and sorrow, as a memorial of
the same ; but it is to be observed until the time when he comes
in power and glory and joy. Every time we observe it we are
carried back to the scene of his sorrow, and pointed forward to the
time of his ifnd our joy, when it shall be said to us, "Enter ye
into the joy of the Lord." Oh that when the bridegroom cometh,
we m;iy be ready to enter in before the door is shut.

Our servants are greatly at a loss to find we have eaten so little

to-day. We tried to explain it, but they could not comprehend
why it was. I have a very simple-hearted servant, and as soon as

I came back from the morning service he said, " Mr. Lowrie, don't

you want something to eat?"

May 3. I have been witnessing an idolatrous ceremony in

another part of the monastery where I live, which has made my
heart sick. The old gray-headed Taou priest and three of the
monks were reciting prayers, beating gongs, cymbals, and the like,

and bowing before tlieir idols. A man had come to olFer thanks
on the birth-day of his son, and the little boy, six years old, sat

and watched the whole proceeding. Who made me to differ 1

Why have I such glorious hopes? What have I done to deserve
them? What am I now doing for him who died for me, and
called me into the ministry ?

It is a rainy afternoon. The sky is all of one dull, sombre hue
;

the rain comes gently yet quickly down A light wind blows the

damp air into my apartments, and some noisy birds are chattering
under the Kwai hwa trees in the court. I should hke to have a
social chat with you at such a time as this ; but we are far away,
and, moreover, the day draws to a close, and after hearing the boys
say their lesson, I must finish my preparations for the services of

to-morrow. Oh, how pleasant to sit at the Lord's table rather than
at the table of devils

;
to hope for God's favor rather than that of

idols which cannot save !

With my love to your husband, and to Lloyd and Brown,
I remain yours, ever affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, May 30th, 1845.

My Dear Father—

•

You will have heard, ere this reaches you, of the departure of

Messrs. Loomis, Culbertson and myself from Macao, and of our

safe arrival at Chusan about the first of April. Since that time,

all things have prospered with us, and we have found much cause

of encouragement in our field of labor.

On many accounts we thought it best, that part of the force for

this field should be stationed at Chusan. These reasons were, 1st.

The importance of the field itself, as the Chusan Archipelago is

large and populous, and at the present time, peculiarly open and
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accessible. The inhabitants of Tinc^hai, the chief city in Chusan
Island, are conmionly estimated at 30.000, though this is probably

a lars^e estimate. Judi^ina^ from what 1 saw of Chusan, I should

think the population of the whole island might he 50,000, and of

the whole archipelago perhaps 100,000. All this is only conjec-

ture, there may be more, but can hardly be less. This whole
population is at present without the Gospel, as there is no mission-

ary of any other Board there, nor did we know of any likely to go.

2d. As long as Chusan is retained by the English, it is a very

convenient station for attending to business matters, a considera-

tion of importance at the commencement of a mission like this.

3d. It is important as a healthy station during the warm months,
should any of us need a change at that time. 4th. If Chusan is

retained by the English, or if foreigners are allowed to remain
there after it is evacuated, it will continue to be an important sta-

tion, even more so than at present, for most of the trade of Ningpo
will then centre there, and it will be an excellent place to send off

our tracts by vessels that go and come. 5th. In case no one is al-

lowed to remain there after next January, no time will have been
lost ; for the dialect of Chusan so much resejiibles that of Ningpo,
that a person accustomed to the one can use the other without
difficulty.

Influenced by these reasons, Mr. and Mrs. Loomis have re-

mained in Chusan. They have a good and comfortable two-story

house in the city, for which they pay ten dollars monthly rent.

As Mr. Loomis will doubtless keep you informed of events there,

it is not needful for us to write much respecting that station.

Mr. and Mrs. Culbertson arrived here the fust week in April,

and myself the week following. We found Dr. McCartee and Mr.
and Mrs. Way enjoying good health. Mr. Way occupies a com-
fortable house, or rather part of one, at one hundred dollars a
year rent. Mr. Culbertson has another, at one hundred and
twenty dollars a year. Dr. McCartee and myself occupy rooms
in a monastery of the Taou sect, within the city walls, for which
we pay one hundred and twenty dollars a year. The rents are
one-half less than in Shanghai, and would be still less here, were it

not for the example of the English, w4io pay much more than is

needed. Our rents are twice as much as the Chinese pay.

As these rents are moderate, and the houses are on the whole
very passable, it is a question whether it is w^orth while to build

or not. For the present we are not disposed to take any steps

towards erecting houses. After some more experience we shall

know better, whether it is best to build houses for ourselves. The
points which we shall need to be assured about are, 1st. Security
of title and good location. 2d. Expense of building. 3d. Effect

of living in Chinese houses, which are not made as w^e would
make them, and which all need to be fitted up at some expense,
to make them correspond with our ideas of comfort, and even of

health. The houses of Mr. Way and Mr. Culbertson are each
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two Stories liigh. Dr. McCartee and myself have rooms both on
the £^round door and up stairs, but at present we occupy only the

former. The general impression is that living on the lirst, lloor is

not so healthy as living above, but Dr. McCartee and myself,

having a good dry pavement all around our house, and more con-

venient rooms, have preferred the lower story.

Dr. McCartee has informed you of his medical practice pre-

viously to the arrival of Mr. Culbertson and myself ; his j)roliciency

in the language is very creditable indeed.

We have decided on connnencing a boys' school, as soon as

suitable buildings can be procured. There is no dilliculty in

getting scholars, though there may be some in keeping tlicm
; but

the whole expense must come on the mission, as there is no foreign

community here, who could contribute anything to their support.

Mr, Culbertson and myself give our attention chiefly to the

language. In regard to this, it may be stated j)ositively that the

language boili here and at Shanghai is not Mandarin. There
are many who understand it, but the large majority do not.

In Ningpo there are, properly speaking, two dialects, the " too

hwa," or local dialect, which all understand, and the "Ningpo
koon hwa," which is used by such as make any pretensions to

learning and refinement. In regard to the former, I am scarcely

entitled to express an opinion as yet ; but it seems to me, that

the body of it is Mandarin, a good deal corrupted, while most
of the connectives, particles, and little words are totally different.

E. g. for ^^ Kinteen, say Kimml ; for^^ Mingteen, say

Mingtseaou ; for ^k uh Woteih, say Allah ; &c.

The consequence is, tliat a person speaking pure Mandarin
can scarcely understand them at all; but they can gather his

meaning in part. Now, as our business is with the poor and
the ignorant, this is the dialect we must learn. This is, however,
very ditficult to do. The colloquial is unwritten, i. e., for many
of the words there are no characters. Moreover, a teacher of any
abilities is generally averse to teaching the colloquial, and they
are almost sure not to give it, unless you dig it out of them.
The common people, such as boatmen and servants, are therefore

our best resources in getting at the colloquial ; but with them we
are not sure that the phrases we get will not be low and vulgar.

The Ningpo Koon Wha, {kwan hwa,) is also a corrupt form
of the pure court dialect, but so different, that at first I found my
acquaintance with the latter of but little use. I can now, after

more than a month's study, understand my teacher tolerably

well, but not so well as though he s()oke the purer form. It was
this corrupt form of the court dialect which Mr. Mihie had studied,

and that he had been studying for a year before he came, so that his

experience does not show what the true language of the j)]ace is.

I am half inclined to think it would have been more advan-

tageous if I had studied the Canton dialect ; for, though that
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differs more from this dialect than the Mandarin does, yet I

should have learned so much more of it, hearing it spoken on all

sides, that the fluency in speaking would have compensated for a

considerable difference in other respects. But as 1 do not mean
to neglect my Mandarin, hoping I may yet live to enter Pekin,

it is best perhaps that it should be as it is.

It is necessary, or at least highly desirable, that we should

acquire the Ningpo Mandarin, as well as the Too liwa. This it

is not difficult to do; for, while studying the latter, especially if

we study books at all, it is scarcely possible to avoid picking up
more or less of tlie former. I am not yet prepared to say that the

Ningpo Koon hwa does not bear the same relation to the Too
hwa, which the speech of a polished Englishman does to that of

a Yorkshireman, or even of the lower classes in London. If this

be the case, a question of some consequence will arise. How far

should we use the Too hwa in our prayers and solemn addresses?

For example, is it proper for a person addressing a congregation

of colored people in the United States, to pray in the broken
English which they use, when they can understand, though not

so well, the more chastened language we use in our addresses to

the Supreme Being?
I should be glad to know the custom and the views of the

English missionaries in the West Indies, or of some of the mis-

sionaries to the colored people in the south.

You may think this is a degrading comparison to the Chinese,

but the fact is that the educated classes look down with great

disdain on the common people; and much like the philosophers

of old, they can scarce conceive what the lower orders have to do
with learning and science, or what n^e want with the Too hwa.
Hence if our tracts are written in a plain and sijnple style,

ihe learned throw them away as trash
;
but eagerly peruse them

if written in what they call the classic style, a style of all others

most unfit to teach clearly that Gospel whicli is preached unto
the poor. The misfortune is, that the poor, for whom our tracts

are most suitable, are seldom able to read. Readers will multiply,

doubtless, but slowly; and the impression formed more than a
year ago gains strength in my m.ind, that a change must coms
over the Chinese literature like that which so totally transformed
the literature of Europe about the time of the reformation.

The ditference between the written and the spoken language,
even in Mandarin where it is least, is a serious obstacle in our
way. As but little is known respecting this, I will add a few
sentences explaining it, though I am not sure that I can convey
a very clear idea of what it is.

The spoken language of China, (my remarks are about the

Mandarin, but they are substantially true of all the dialects,) is

like all other languages in the world, polysyllabic. I am aware
that some of our best scholars, with whom I would not pretend

to compare myself, assert the contrary ; but to me it seems as
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plain as that two and two make four, tliat if words have any
meaninii:, the Chinese spoken language is not monosyllabic. For
example. If I want to say,

a thmg, th
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one conveys at a glance all that is wanted, provided you only

know it. Hence in writing, couinionly only one character of the

compound word is written ; and tlie man who reads aloud, in or-

der tijat others may understand, supplies the additional syllable

as he goes along. E. g. If a man in reading was simply to read

foo^ and some one of the hearers was at a loss as to the meaning,
he would say, Chay Ting, Shi Shih yin Foo Tsze, " what /oo
character is that?" And the only reply would be, Foo-Tsin, Teih
Foo. " The foo in ' footsin,' " or, Kwan Foo, Teih Foo. " The
foQ in K\van/oo." I have heard such expressions hundreds* of

times.

Here then is the radical difference between the written and
spoken language. Tlie classical style abbreviates as much as

possible, using only one syllable, whenever that one will convey
the meaning to the eye. The intermediate style is not so very

close
;
and tlie Seaou iShwo, or vulgar style, approaches closely

to the spoken language, in using very often both the characters

that form a word. But a scholar will scarcely degrade himself by
writing, and never by praising such a style.

When a boy goes to school, the first thing he does is? to learn

the names of the cliaracters, but not their meaning. Five years

are spent at this, and at the end of that time, he can perhaps re-

peat the whole of the Four Books, without knowing the meaning
of a solitary character. Then the characters are explained to

him. The teacher takes the Four Books, or some other volume,

and goes over each character one by one. " This -^7 foo char-

acter is the character for father—i. e. Foo-tsin." "This T^ foo

character is the character for officer—i. e. Kwan-foo." " This ^^
foo character is the character for husband, Chang-foo ;" and so he
goes on. explaining in the colloquial, which of course the boy knows,
the meaning of the written, which he can repeat, but does not
understand. There are a vast number of persons whose educa-
tion is not finished, i. e., who can read, but not understand. If

you see a boy reading, you may almost take it for granted, that

he does not know the meaning of what he reads. Dr. SicCartee has
three boys, aged, one sixteen years, and the others fourteen and fif-

teen, all of whom can read, and the two elder can write beautifully

;

but nearly all they know of the meaning of the characters, they
have learned within the last six months ; and though they know
the names of far more characters than I do, I doubt whether they
understand half as many.
This difference between the written and spoken dialects is the

radical one. There are others, however, not less perplexing'. The
greatest is, the pedantry of the Chinese, which is incomparably
worse than Dr. .Johnson's, and has nothing of his powerful intel-

lect and varied intelligence to render it tolerable. High-flown ex-

pressions are employed, and most laboriously concise sayings,

covering as common-place thoughts as you will meet with in the
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essays of a village nc\v.spaper. For example, there is the first

sentence from the Shang-Lun, or Sayings of Confucius,—Tse
yue, heo wrh she seih che poo yih shwo hoo ? "The philoso-

pher says, To learn, and times to practise it, not also gratifying,

eh ?'' Yue pang tsuh yuen fang tae poo yih yo hoo, " To have
friends from distant places come, not also joyful, eh?" gin poo
che urh poo, poo yeh ke tse hoo? " iMen not know, yet not
he displeased, not also a worthy man, ch ?" The ahove is literal :

here is the meaning. " Confucius says. 'That men shouhl learn

what is virtuous, and constantly practise the same, is not this grat-

ifying? That persons of the same sentimenls with myself, should
come to me from a distant place to learn, is not this a cause of

joy? But for men to be ignorant of the virtues of another, and
he, notwithstanding, be perfectly satisfied, and careless of applause

on account of his merits, is he not a worthy prince indeed?'" But
I have written more than I meant to do, and fear you are as tired

as I am myself. This subject may therefore pass, unless you write

for more particulars.

The city of Ningpolies nearly in the centre of a large plain, sur-

rounded on all sides by mountains, and intersected by innumerable
canals, which are nearly all navigable, and serve the double pur-

pose of irrigation and travelling. A covered boat and boatmen
can be had for a whole day for twenty-five cents, and whenever
we want to extend our ramble any distance beyond the city, we
find it most convenient to make use of them. The plain is at

least twenty miles in diameter in its narrowest part, and much
wider in otlier places. The whole of this great amphitheatre is

thickly studded over with villages and farm-houses, and has two
or three large cities besides Ningpo. Foreigners are not allowed

to wander beyond the heen,ov district of which Ningpo is the cap-

ital. Its exact dimensions we do not well know^, but w^e can go
at least three miles on every side, and in one direction as many
as twenty or thirty. By a little prudence and care, we shall

doubtless obtain a wider range for our excursions. For the pres-

ent, unable as we are to speak w^ith fiuency, the field is vastly

larger than we can profitably occupy; and whenever we can
speak well, we douljt not the door will be opened wider. Should
it not be opened, the question will arise, whether obedience to a

higher authority and covenant than any of human devising, will

not justify us in exceeding the limits that have been fixed, and
preaching in other cities the Kingdom of God. On this point there

is some diversity of opinion amongst us ;
but I am disposed to

think that a blessing would attend our efforts, if carried on. occa-

sionally at least, where the prince of this world now exercises su-

preme authority. Oj^position and excitement on tlie part of the

rulers w^ould i)ut rouse attention to our work. But it may be

thought that this is looking too far ahead.

The foreign trade of Ningpo is not so great as it once was. It

once carried on an important commerce with Manila, when South
21
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America belonged to Spain, as well as with other parts of the

Chinese Empire. But of late years Shanghai has greatly sur-

passed it, and the latter city is Hkely to possess by much the lar-

gest share of trade with western lands. When the treaty was
formed in 1842, it was supposed by Sir Henry Pottinger, Mr. Mor-
rison, and nearly every otber person, that Ningpo would be the

most important of the five ports
; but it has been found, that the

vicinity of Shanghai to the City of Loochow, and to the grand
canal, give it great advantages over any of the otlier ports. The
best days of Ningpo are probably past, and painful evidences of

decay are visible on all sides. Still it has a considerable trade with

Fuhkeen. and with the northern provinces ; and numerous junks
are constantly lying in the river. It offers more advantages to

Americans than to the EngHsh, as it lies nearer to the green tea

district, and offers a good market for the sale of American manu-
factured goods.

The people are as civil and obliging as could reasonably be ex-

pected, considering the severe and uncalled for treatment they re-

ceived during the war, and the thoughtless course of some of the

English officers, in destroying the public buildings for firewood.

We are better treated here, by far, than a Chinaman would be in

New York or London ;
though it does occasionally ruffle one's

temper to hear himself called a pah-kwei, or white devil^ with some
other such choice epithets. So far as I have seen, there is little

difference between this place and Shanghai in that respect; and
the difference in favor of this place, which was observed not long

ago, was probably owing to the fear of foreigners then fresh in

mind, hut now wearing off.

We have lately organized a church here, under the title, "Pres-
byterian Church of Ningpo," of which Mr. Cidbertson has been
elected pastor. It consists of seven members, to wit : D. B.

McCartee, Hingapoo, a Chinese servant of Mr. Way's, together

with Mrs. Way, Mrs. Culbertson, Miss Aldersey, Ruth Ati, and
Christiana Kit. The two latter are Chinese girls whom Miss
Aldersey has educated, and who were baptized by Mr. Medhurst in

Java. Dr. McCartee was elected ruling elder, and Mr. Way and
myself also act as ruling elders for the time being. The church
was regularly organized on the 18th inst., when Mr. Culbertson
preached a sermon on Acts ii. 42-47, and Dr. McCartee was or-

dained as ruling elder, with the laying on of hands of the bishop,

and the right hand of fellowship from Mr. Way and myself, in our
capacity as ruling elders. Ii was a good day to us all ; and
though the beginning is small, we trust the latter end will greatly

increase. It is a day of small things, but a day not to be despised.

As this is the first Presbyterian church in China, pray for us that

the small one may become a thousand, and the weak one a strong

nation.

May 31st. In regard to the facilities for distributing tracts a
good deal might be said, but the nature of it would depend much
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on the disposition of the person who writes. Any number niitrht

be given away. I would undertake to give to eager apphcants
more than as many as our press could possibly print, but tlie mis-
fortune is, that they would be just as eagerly sought after, if they
were copies of Paine's Age of Reason, or any other book in the
world. I think each member of our mission disapproves of indis-

criminate distribution. We do not yet know the proportion of the
people who can read, though it is probably small

;
yet we have an

excellent opportunity here of circulating tracts and gospels, and
there is rarely a day that Dr. McCartee and myself do not give

away one or more, where w^e are pretty sure they will be read.

We regard this, therefore, as an important means of circulating

the principles of our religion, though greatly inferior to the oral

preaching of the Word.
You have several times spoken of the ease with which a synon-

ymous character might be substituted, in case we could not make
the required one with the types on hand. This is a thing very

difficult to do ; for there are very few characters indeed, that are

properly speaking synonymous. It is much better to get the char-

acters wanted cut by the hand, on metal blocks, which we can
commonly have done without difficulty. I must stop now, for my
letter is swelling to an unreasonable length.

I remain your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, July 22d, 1845.

My Dear Mother—
.... Did you ever notice Psalm xxx. 5. " His anger endureth

but a moment, in his favor is life. Weeping may endure for a

night, but joy Cometh in the morning." Is not that beautiful?

But here is a literal translation of it, which is, if possible, still

more beautiful and expressive :

" A moment in his an^er,

But lifetimes in his Aivor :

In the eveninor, weeping will abide
;

But in the morning there is shouting."

Observe the force of the expression. ''In the evening, weeping
will abide." It "will abide." It threatens to remain long with

us ; sorrow seems as if it were about to take up its abode. Night

is before us, and we see no sun, no day, no joy beyond. But the

night quickly passes, "as a dream of the night," and what then?

"In the morning there is shouting." And how true it is. Just

compare Isaiali \\\\ 7, with 2 Corinthians iv. 17.

That a person can be a Christian, and yet afraid of death, I

have no doubt. Indeed, I suppose most Christians are so. But
why should it be so? It is hardly correct to say, " The Bible says
' Death is the king of terrors.' " Bildad the Shuhite said so, or some-
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thing" like it, for I am not sure thnt he meant death by that ex-

pression ; but if he did, I would not like to take all he said for the

Bible. The New Testament does not so represent it. It says

that Christ "gave up the ghost," and that Stephen "fell asleep."

The apostle says, even of the offending- Corinthian Christians,

"many sleep;" and of deceased Christians g-enerally, that they

"are asleep." Asleep! Vv'hat is so peaceful! quiet repose in

Christ ! how long or short it matters little. Soon the Lord will

come again, and them that are asleep will he bring with him.

How soon ? We know not ; but soon, not a thousand years off,

but so soon that we may not fall asleep, perhaps, before he
comes

As ever, affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, August 2d, 1845.

My Dear Father—
.... My health is better, so far, this year, than any year since

I came to China. Still, however, the warm w^eather has a weak-
ening effect, which we all feel more or less. There is too in this

place a constant tendency to diarrhoea in summer, which needs a

good deal of care to avoid it. In another month the cool weather
will commence. If this year be a fair specimen of Ningpo sum-
mer, I think there is every prospect of good health here. It is

said, however, to be cooler than usual. . . .

I am now engaged in preparing a copy of Luke for publication,

with short notices, which I hope will be ready by the end of the

year ; and perhaps I shall prepare also Acts in the same w^ay. I

am losing faith in the doctrine, " The Bible without note or com-
ment," at least as far as the Chinese are concerned, from the often

witnessed fact, that the most intelligent of them fall into frequent

and gross mistakes as to its meaning. For example, many think
we worship our ancestors, because the Lord's prayer conunences,
" Our Father, which art in heaven." If we only had enough of our
small type, Luke and the comments might make a volume of

seventy-five or one hundred pages. With Dyer's type, and the
Paris type, it will be one hundred and fifty or more, and conse-
quently far more expensive, and, as I think, not so good-looking.

Perhaps if we print it, we may get enough of small type cut by
hand to supply all we want. This will be expensive, but not
much more so than to use so much more paper, (fee, with larger

type.

. . . .
" The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice." His own cause

is infinitely dear to him, and our follies, weaknesses, sins, mis-
takes, all things shall not retard it ; no, not for one moment. His
way may be in darkness and storms, and the clouds may be but
the dust of his feet ; but in due time, at the appointed season, all

will be plain. Till then, " Wo unto the world because of offences.
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It must needs be that offences come ;" but I pray God that they
come not from us. Oh for that hapj)y time when they shall not
hurt nor destroy, nor cause to offend, in all God's holy mountain.

Ever affectionately your son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

LEAVES FROM THE NOTE-BOOK OF A MISSIONARY. NO. III.

It is a fact which can neither be denied, nor sufficiently lamented,
that the influence of nominal Christians in heathen lands is too

often adverse to Christianity. It is not necessary to refer to the
countenance, and in some instances open patronage which some
Christian governments have given to idolatry, nor to their exces-

sive scruples, lest their subjects should, in the slightest degree, in-

terfere with the religious belief or the prejudices of the heathen,
while equally reprehensible inteiference with their social customs
and laws and feelings are overlooked and neglected. Of the mass
of nominal Christians in heathen lands, it must be said, that while
often retaining, in a high degree, tiie character of gentlemen, up-
right as men of business, and most obliging in their deportment to

strangers, they, with few exceptions, drop that of a Christian. To
do business on the Sabbath, in many places, is so common, that it

is the rule rather than the exceptioji. In a frequented port I have
noticed that more ships were sent to sea on the Sabbath, than on
any other day of the week

;
and I have heard it said in reference

to this, " the better day the better deed !" while, with very many,
the Sabbath is the day for visiting and amusement. Where there

is divine service in English, a part of the community attend, and
generally give a most respectful attention

; but the large majority

are never seen in a house of worship, even where they have the

means of easiest access to it. Of profane swearing, and of some
vices of w^hich it is a shame even to speak, it is not my purpose
now to write anything, nor to add more on this topic than this:

that far too commonly, even w^here there is nothing outwardly in-

correct, the heathen W'Ould never suspect that those coming from
Christian lands had any more religion than a Mohammedan, or a
Parsee, or an infidel.

But though a regard to truth requires these melancholy facts to

be stated, it equally requires to be made known that there are

some bright and honorable exceptions. There are few places

where any number of foreign residents are collected, where there

are not afew who are "clothed in white;" and were it proper to

do so, the writer of this article, and perhaps nearly every mission-

ary, could speak of " honorable men and devout women," who are,

in their appropriate spheres, lights to the heathen, and examples

to their own countrymen. Without speaking of any who are now
living, or betraying the confidence reposed in me bv those who are

dead, I wish to trace a few lines respecting one with whom I spent
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many a pleasant hour, which, while they confirm the statements

just made, will give another evidence of the incidental benefits of

missionary operations.

During the greater part of my residence in ,
there was no

other clergyman there, and, as there was a small number of Eng-
hsh and American residents, several of whom had their famihes

with them, I was in the habit of conducting divine service on the

Sabbath morning, with some occasional meetings, and also admin-

istering the Lord's Supper once a month. The number of attend-

ants on the Sabbath varied from twenty to fifty, (there were one

hundred and fifty who might have attended), and from six to

twelve sat down at the Lord's table. Among the constant attend-

ants w^as a lady with whom I became slightly acquainted, and
whose earnest attention to the word preached, was such as I have

seldom seen equalled. Of a sweet disposition and polished man-
ners, she was a general favorite, and had so many visitors, that it

was seldom possible for me to see her alone
;
and this, joined to

an exceeding diffidence to speak on religious subjects, prevented

me, for a long time, from forming much acquaintance with her,

or seeing fully the character of her piety. She was a member of

an evangelical church in her own land, and, maintaining a con-

sistent deportment, she commonly met with us when the Lord's

Supper was administered. On one occasion, however, she declined

coming, without assigning any reason, and on the next occasion

did the same. Not feeling that I possessed the pastor^s right to

inquire into the matter, nor being sufficiently acquainted to do it

as a friend, I was at some loss what to do, and even wronged her

so much as to think that her refusal to come might have proceed-

ed from improper motives. After waiting several months, and ob-

serving no change in her consistent deportment, nor her attention

to the ordinances of the sanctuary, it seemed a duty to see her,

and, if in my power, to assist her. But the place was then full of

visitors ; and after some ineffectual attempts to see her alone, I

wrote her a note, urging on her the importance and benefit of

meeting with her fellow-Christians, and offering any assistance or

instruction in my power. An immediate answer was returned,

on the perusal of which it was difficult to refrain from tears. Her
declining to attend at the administration of the Lord's Supper
arose from no want of desire to do so, for it was her earnest wish
to be a disciple of the Saviour, but from some views of Christian

character and experience respecting which she had had no Chris-

tian friend to set her right. Being exceedingly afraid of death,

she thought this a proof that she could not be a Christian
;
but

her whole note breathed so thoroughly the spirit of one of " the

lambs of the flock," and exhibited so niany of the marks which
are found in all true believers, that, after pointing her attention

to them, in answer to her question, "Do you think I ought to

come to the Lord's table ?" I could not but reply, " For you, and
such as youj there is a special right, and a special place reserved,"
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or something to that elTect. The answer sent reheved her mind
SO much, that on the next day she met with us, and afterwards,

overcoming her natural rehictance to s|3eak of herself and her re-

ligious feelings to a stranger, she frequently applied to me for

counsel, and, during the few remaining months of my sojourn in

, gave me many opportunities of assisting her in her pilgrim-

age. It was delightful to witness her Clnistian character ex-

panding, and lier rapid growtli in grace and in knowledge. Timid
as a bird in an unknown region, or a child that is but just begin-

ning to walk, her chief anxiety seemed to be, to know and to do
the will of the Lord. Too delicate a plant to have braved the

winds that others might endure, I could not but notice how the

Lord " stayed his rough wind in tiie day of his east wind," and
caused the temptations that fell more heavily on others to turn

away from her. Ever anxious to know the truth, she put many
a question to me, which my own limited experience scarcely ena-

bled me to answer, while her gratitude for the assistance she re-

ceived, formed, at the time, one of the sw^eetest solaces, and now,
one of the pleasantest remembrances of my sojourn in . I

never heard an unkind or slighting expression from her lips, in

regard to any of her associates ; while for some, and especial!}^ for

her husband and children, her anxiety for their salvation was
deep and overpowering. She frequently asked respecting mission-

ary operations among the lieathen, and, when 1 came away, put

a considerable sum of money in my hands, to be used in any way
to facilitate labors among them.

Several months passed thus away, and it became needful for

me to leave . She did not attempt to conceal her deep regret

when she bade me farewell, for, owing to her natural diffidence,

she feared that it would be long before she should meet another

to whom she could so freely resort for counsel. One or two let-

ters, breathing the same deep and simple earnestness in seeking

the favor of God, followed me to my new place of residence ; but

ere the answer to her second note reached her, she was no more.

A sickness that she had foreseen, and from which she had scarcely

expected to recover, carried her away. She had, all her life, been

much afraid of death ; and this, as much as anything else, led her

to suspect her own piety
; nor could all my counsels enable her to

overcome it. But, as the pious Bunyan remarks, " The river [of

death] to some has had its flowings and its ebbings when others

have gone over. It has been, in a manner, dry for some, while it

has overflowed its banks for others." When the trying hour came,

her gentle spirit was sustained by an unseen hand ;
and, with the

utmost calmness, she made every arrangement for her departure,

spoke words of consolation to her weeping husband, and slept in

Jesus.



328 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

JOURNAL AT NINGPO.

August 7(h. Mr. and Mrs. Culbertson went toChusan yesterday,

and Dr. McCartee to-day, principally for health. I am left alone in

the temple. Commenced to-day for the first time explaining the por-

tion of tlie Scriptures read at prayers, and reading a prayer. Took
the " Two Friends," as being easier for me, and more colloquial

than the Gospels, and was told by Azhik, when done, that he un-

derstood all I said. This w-as encouraging, for I spoke "with

stammering lips," but it is likely to be a profitable exercise. Went
this afternoon to take a view from the "Teen fung ta," a tower of

Ningpo ; but though it was clear on one side, the other was so

covered with smoke that little could be seen. From the door to

the highest platform are one hundred and fifty steps, which, being

about eight inches each on an average, gives one hundred feet as

the height. To the roof of (he highest platform is perhaps ten

feet more, and ten feet above this for the top, with five feet for the

foundation above ground, gives about one hundred and twenty-

five feet as the total height. The walls are very thick, at the top

over five feet even. It has seven stories, each lighted by six win-

dows, with a w^ooden raihng in each to prevent accidents. It looks

old and ruinous, and suffers much for want of the wooden projec-

tions, w^ith which it was once ornamented.

The view from the top was magnificent, and in a clear day

must be enchanting. The citadel of Chinhai ; the hills all around,

except in the direction where the plain is lost in the sea
;
the nu-

merous towns and villages ; and the three rivers meandering

throTigh the plain, form a scene of beauty rarely witnessed. The
city and suburbs seem very extensive as seen from the summit.

There are a vast number of trees in all directions, principally the

small dark Junipers, over the tombs.

August 8. Exhibiting a microscope to my teacher and servants,

at which they were in great astonishnient. The beautiful work-

manship of the instrument itself, (a present from a kind friend in

New York.) attracted much admiration ; but its power in display-

ing minute objects was a thing of which they had formed no pre-

vious conception. The hairy leg of a fly was an object of especial

curiosity, and they exclaimed frequently, "Why, the fly's leg has

hairs ! the fly's leg has hairs !"

The weather is now warm, and w^eakening in its effects. One's

strength is easily exhausted, and two or three hours of close appli-

cation, either to the pen or one's books, is fatiguing.

August 9. A feast for the dead, who have no surviving children

to worship them, is just now (nine o'clock, p. m.) going on outside

of my rooms. Two long ropes, with numerous strips of colored

paper suspended, are hung along the sides of the streets, and tables

with various eatables, as eggs, water-lily roots, beans, fish, ginger,

rice, cups of spirits, and the like, are spread over them. At one

end is a hideous monster made of paper, and at the other a com-
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pany of priests are performing some monotonous ceremonies,
Budhist and Taoii priests mingle together in tlie rites, and the
Httle children look on it as a great •' raree-show.'' The object is

to feed the souls of dead men in this neighborhood, who have
110 children left to provide for their wants. Coiitril)utions have
been given by the neighbors around to the amount of four thousand
cash, and as all the expenses will scarcely amomit to one thousand,
the remainder will of course fall into the pockets of the priests.

It is now early harvest for millet and lice. The grain is threshed
very soon after being cut, and entirely by hand. Threshing-floors
seem unknown, though the paved fronts of large old tombs and
similar places are ofteu used for drying floors. After being cut, or

pulled up as the case may be, which is done handful by liandful,

the stalks are spread out to dry for a day or two, and then carried

to the threshing box, \\'hich is moved from place to place as it is

wanted. This box is about four feet square by two deep, being
wider at the top than at the bottom. In the box on one side there

is a strong frame of long strips of bamboo, against which the heads
of the grain are beaten, w^hile a large mat on the other three sides

prevents them from flying away, and they fall down to the bottom
of the box. It is slow and hard work, but seems quite effectual.

After drying this grain some days longer, it is winnowed, either in

sieves in the open air, or in a windmill, much the same as those

used bv farmers in the United States. After this the rice luust be
pounded in mortars, or rubbed between two wooden grinders to

reniove the husk adiiering to each separate grain. There is a vast

deal of labor in cultivating rice, as the Chinese do it. The grain
is first steeped in water, then sowed in nursery beds, then trans-

planted by hand, then loeeded, an operation which requires men
to go over the field on their hands and knees, in mud and u'ater a
foot deep, irrigated two or tlnee times by water-wheels, cut,

threshed, dried, winnowed, pounded, winnowed again, and I do
not know how many more operations.

Saturday evening, August 23. A warm oppressive day. Feel-

ing a slight headache in the evening, I went out and sat down on
'the wall by the north gate, to enjoy what little wind might be

stirring. Several workmen who lodged in the guard-house over

the gate, came up to me, and after a few questions and answers
we were on the best possible terms. The conversation, where all

were in a good-humor, and all wanted to talk, was very mixed,
and sometimes diverting enough. After a few ordinary phrases, I

began to find myself out of my depth, but still a wt)rd liere and
there, and half a sentence sometimes, kept us going. At last I

asked them " what gods they w^orshipped ?"' to which some replied,

" Yuh-kwang," (the Jewelled Emperor,) also " Kwan-yiu," and va-

rious others. On this I remarked that these Vv'ere all false gods,

mere wood and clay, they were unable to speak, hear, see or walk.

Of what use were they ? AVhy should they be worshipped ?

These remarks excited frequent bursts of laughter, with cxclama-
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tions, " True !" '' Just so !" and the like. They then asked if we
had no idols in our country, on which, " with stammering lips, and
in another tongue," I set before them the only object of worship,

the true God, tlie Supreme Ruler of all, the hearer of prayer, and
his son Jesus Christ. Tliey were astonished when told that he

could see, hear, and speak, and asked various questions, to many
of which I found it dillicult to reply. On coming away several of

them requested me to " come again to-morrow."

Wednesday, September 3. Dr. McCartee and myself started on

a trip of relaxation and exploration, meaning to visit Teentung, a

celebrated Budhist monastery, some twenty-five miles south of

Ningpo. We engaged a boat large enough to accommodate our-

selves, with my teacher, and a servant, besides the two boatmen.

The charge for the boat and boatmen is about half a dollar a day.

The boat being somewhat slow in starting, we strolled through

a large grave-yard near the landing. Numerous coffins were
lying about on the top of the ground with no covering whatever,

and some were almost fallen to pieces through age. There were
three stone buildings about ten or twelve feet square, and as many
high, intended for the reception of children's bones. One was the

"Children's Pagoda," and the others the "Boy's Pagoda," and
"Girls' Pagoda." Such buildings are common, for in China little

attention is paid to the burial of children, unless they happen to

be the first born. Instead of the massive coffins in which the re-

mains of adults are laid, a slight box is nailed together, in which
they are deposited, and laid anywhere, until, the frail structure

having decayed, and the liesh disappeared, the bones are collected

and put in such buildings as these.

Continuino^ our walk throuofh the suburb, which is lonsr and
wide, and near the city very populous, we gave away some tracts,

but refused many applicants, on the ground that they could not

read. It soon began to rain, and getting into our boat, we pro-

ceeded rapidly on our way. We slept rather uncomfortably in

the boat, and arrived during the night at the hills within six miles

of Teentung.
The next morning on awaking we found ourselves at the foot"

of some hills, and as far as the boat could go. The country around
had an inviting aspext, and we began to promise ourselves much
pleasure in rambling about among the hills. But to our dismay,
heavy showers of rain came up every few minutes, and it soon ap-

peared that there was small prospect of getting comfortably to

Teentung. There are no nice covered coaches here, nor good
broad roads, and the only conveyances to be had consisted of open
sedan chairs, in which ourselves, and what was worse, our bedding
and changes of raiment, were sure to be thoroughly w^et. After

some hesitation we deemed it best, since the weather was so un-
promising, to keep to the boat, and instead of going directly to

Teentung, to go to Tung-woo, a romantic lake among the hills,

and see what the prospect might be from there. The hills are less
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barren than those farther south, and procUice a good deal of long

coarse grass, and stunted brush, suitable for lire-wood, (" tlie grass

of the Held to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven ;") but

they are scarcely susceptible of profitable cultivation. All the val-

leys, however, which are large, and the hollows between the liills,

which are numerous, are well cultivated, and the population is

great. Villages are in profusion.

During the day we came to a large hill of coarse red sandstone,

Avhich has been worked as a stone quarry for some two hundred
years, and is more than half cut away. We went to see it in a

driving rain, and found it a singular scene. Avenues w^ere cut in

various directions, as the veins of the stone happened to be best

adapted for working. In some places, high rocks were left stand-

ing, like castles towering in the air, and close by there would be

excavations dug down in the solid rock as many as twenty feet

and more. Vast masses of rubbish were piled about on every side,

so as to render walking in some places difficult, while the driving

rain, and the wind rushing among the broken rocks, gave an air

of indescribable wildness to the scene. A number of men were
working in the rain, all of whom seemed cheerful and civil enough.

We left a few tracts, though there were but few who could read.

Thence we proceeded till we came in sight of Timg-woo
;
but

to our disappointment found the water in the canal so low, (not-

withstanding the late heavy rains,) that we could not reach the

lake in our boat, and the frequent showers precluded the idea of

walking. We turned our faces towards Yiih-ivang^ a large Bud-
hist monastery, with two high towers, which we had seen during

the morning.
We reached the monastery a little before sunset, and found it

so embowered in trees that the buildings were not visible till we
were close to them. The Budhist priests have certainly, what is

rather uncommon among other classes, a good deal of taste in the

selection of their residences. This monastery is beautifully situ-

ated in a gorge of two hills, with another hill directly in front.

This does not furnish a very wide prospect in any direction, but it

makes the place quiet and retired. A brick wall inclosing several

acres of ground goes round the monastery. Entering the main
gate, we went down to the bottom of the valley, crossed a little

bridge thrown over the valley stream, and ascending a slight ele-

vation of some twenty feet or more, entered the buildings, and pro-

ceeding through one or two large court-yards, were politely re-

ceived by the monks, and shown into the strangers' apartments, a

set of three or four rooms, with some chairs, tables, and bedsteads.

Monasteries and temples are the principal inns in China, though

they seldom furnish more than four walls and a roof. The trav-

eller is expected to furnish his own bedding and food, and to have

some one to prepare it for him, though the latter service can gen-

erally be performed for him by extempore cooks, if he is willing to

put up w^th the ignorance of foreign modes and dirty habits, by
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which they are generally {listiiisi'uishcd. It is, however, the safest

and cheapest plan for the traveller to have his o^vii servant along;

and tliough some good friend of missions at home may ask what
business a plain missionary has to carry a servant about with him,

yet such would do well to consider, that here we have no comfort-

able inns, with separate rooms which we can lock when we go
out, and where everything in the shape of bedding and food is

prepared for us by attentive landlords. But this is digression.

—

Being wearied by tlie confinement of our boat, we were glad to

get our supper ; and after a hasty glance at the buildings, as it

was now dark, we soon went to bed, but did not rest very well, for

there was an abundance of fleas, and havini^ neorlected our own
inusketo curtain^, we were fein to use some we found in the mon-
aster}^ which did not shelter us perfectly from the attacks of the

musketoes.

The first building is a large high structure of onl}' one story.

AVithin it is about one hundred feet long by seventy broad, and
the roof is supported by numerous wooden pillars, standing on
stone bases. The Chinese have not the art of supporting a roof

without using so many pillars as to diminish materially the effect

of a large room. The principal objects in this room were three

immense figures, the Th.ree Precious Buddhas. They were sit-

ting with their feet drawn up like tailors at work, and were of

immense size. Judging from the base of the seat on which they
sat, and which, though twelve feet square, they quite covered,

they must have been eighteen or twenty feet high, even in their

sitting posture. They were richly gilt, and between them stood

two attendants, gilt all over, and perhaps twelve feet high. They
did not seem to have much worship paid to them, and the spar-

rows which had made their nests in the roof above, defiled the

place with dirt. Behind these figures, and facing tlie other way,
was the image oi Kwan Yin, "She who regards the prayers of

the world," sitting on a horse, (or ass?) and carrying a child in her
arms. Several attendants stood round her shrine, which was al-

together a curious specimen of working in clay. It represented
the sea, with numerous rocks and islands, over which she was
crossing on horseback. Along the ends and back of this building,

sat thirty-four gilt images, each as large as the human figure, with
every variety of countenance and dress. In front of the door
stood the most curiously gnarled tree I ever saw. Its trunk was
more than a foot in diameter ; after rising up some six or eight

feet it bent back in a sharp angle to the ground, and then
stretched up again, while its branches stood out in every direction.

It was inclosed by a stone railing, and evidently was esteemed a
great curiosity. There was some story of miraculous appearances
connected with it; but I have forgotten what it is.

Directly behind this building, and separated from it by a large

square stone paved court, was another some sixty by eighty feet

in dimensions, and in much better keeping. The principal objects
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of interest were two reall}^ niagniiicent shrines, of a circular

pyraniitlal shape, one behind the other. Over the hinder one an
imnjcnse silken canopy was suspended, lights were constantly

burning before them, and some of the monies seemed to be always
in tlie building. And for what, think yon, was all this display?

Because one of the shrines contained a veritable ^liay-le of Huddh,
taken from his sacred body before his deification ! And what is a

Shaij-le I On this point I can get but little satisfaction. I am
told "it is neither gold nor brass, nor stone, nor yet bone nor llesh.

It is a small round thing, about as big as the lialf of a pea, and
looks somewhat like a scab from a sore that is healing up." For
a "consideration" the priests will allow you to see it, and if you
are a good man, or likely to be prosperous, its color is red, but if

the reverse, it will be black. As grc^at honors are paid to this

valuable relic, as to the blood of St. Januarius, and no doubt the

priests make much money out of it. My teaclier, who has of

iate some new views on some topics,) laughs at it as an imposition

to wheedle people out of their money. There are several idols in

this liall, one of which is a jolly fat old fellow with a continual

laugh on his face. The other buildings of the temple have little

in them worthy of notice, and the rain was so violent that we
were obliged to postpone to another time our purposed visit to the

towers and grounds of the temple. This we regretted, as the two
towers are each seven stories high, and the country had a very

pretty appearance.

There are about thirty monks in the establishment. Those we
saw were generally pale and sickly looking fellows, with counte-

nances betokening very little mental exertion or worth. The
routine of their duties is such, as must effectually quench every

noble aspiration, for it consists in an unceasing round of prostra-

tions and chants, generally in an unknown tongue, and almost

always performed without the slightest appearance of devotion or

zeal. It is marvellous how men can for years practise such in-

sipid ceremonies, without becoming utterly disgusted with them.

One of the monks had deprived himself of one of his fingers by
a very painful process

;
he had wrapped oiled llax aroiuul it down

to tlie middle of the joint next the hand, and burned it slowly,

another monk reciting prayers all the time, till the finger was
consumed. When we saw him the stump was not perfectly

healed. He had also seared the flesh of one arm in a dozen
places with a hot iron. He had a special vow of abstinence from

covetousness, wine, and lewdness, and these were the marks by

v.'hich he made his vow generally known. But notwithstanding

such evidences, which, by the way, are not uncommon, the char-

acter of those who bear them is by no means good. TIh' " for-

l)idding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats," by

which the Buddhist and Taou sects are distinguished, are followed

by just the consequences which all history teaches us to expect.

It was melancholy to meet even here, with traces of the injury
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done by foreigners to our religion. This temple has been visited

by several Englishmen, and some of other nations, (we were the

first American visitors,) and we had not been long there, before

the monks told us that a former visitor had gone and bowed down
before their idols, and then turning to one of his companions, as-

sured the monks that this was the god of England, and in their

presence performed acts of devotion to him, such as they performed

to their idols ! I give the story as it was told, without vouching
for its truth. If it be true, what shall be said? The excuse that

would be given by the persons concerned, would doubtless be, that

it was only in sport, or possibly, to throw contempt on idolatry

;

but who will deem this sufficient? You ask if I believe the story?

All I can say is, I have known of things nearly as bad, nor should

I feel surprised if even this were true. One thing is certain, the

story is generally believed by the Chinese who have been to the

temple, for the monks are fond of telling it, and is quoted by
them as a proof that foreigners worship idols. In saying this, I

testify to that I do know.
Having seen all we w^anted, and being tired of staying, we be-

gan to think of going,—but how^ to accomplish it? The rain fell

in torrents, and the road to our boat was flooded the greater part

of the way by a stream of water nearly a foot deep. It was a
regular scene in wading, and might have reminded one of trout-

fishing in the streams in Pennsylvania. Getting to the boat, we
changed our wet clothes for others, and going off in the rain,

reached home shortly before dark, greatly amused and profited by
our trip, though it had not turned out as we had expected.

Tuesday, October 14. Having occasion to visit Chusan, started

in a boat about midnight and reached Chusan at one o'clock,

p. M. Asking a boatman how far it was from Chinhai to Chu-
san, he replied, " It's all by water, and nobody knows." The
Chinese have no idea of any w^ay of measuring distances by
water, and though this man had gone between the two places

probably fifty times, he had not troubled himself even to guess

liow far apart they might be. Such, too, is the ignorance of even
learned men in China respecting Astronomy, that it is difficult to

give them any idea of tlie way of measuring distances by celes-

tial observations.

In walking through the streets of Chusan, I was singularly

affected by hearing a little girl, daughter of one of the English

soldiers now stationed here, saying, "my mother wants you to

come back directly." The familiar words and English accent

spoken by a young person, were so different from the "unknown
tongue" spoken by every one around, that they easily transported

my thoughts to a land where all speak my own mother ,tongue.

How strangely it would now seem, to be where everybody spoke

the same language with myself!

Tuesday, October 21. Started on a trip to Poo-too, one of the

most celebrated establishments of the Buddhists in China.
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Having a fair wind and tide, the boat proceeded rapidly along
the soulliern shore of Cluisan, towards its eastern extremity.

Numerous islands, large and small, stud the whole length of the
island, and the channels between them are generally deep. About
five miles east of Tinghai, there is a small village called Seaou
Yea, or "Salt Pans," from the quantity of salt manufactured
there. The shores of Chusan for many miles, and of some of

the opposite islands, are used for manufacturing salt. There is

not much level ground, but much of what there is being low, it is

covered at high water, and after the tide is fallen, the mud, satu-

rated with salt water, is drawn up in heaps, and the salt water
oozes out into large vessels sunk for that purpose into the earth.

This water is then boiled in concave iron pans, each holding

several gallons. The heaps of earth thus gathered are often

ten or twelve feet high, but the late long rains had so materially

interfered with the business, that I was unable to obtain any
satisfactory account of the various processes. Judging from the

number of piles of earth, there must be several thousand persons

employed in the business. The salt trade is a monopoly in

China, and some of the salt merchants are among the richest

men in the empire.

Poo-too lies east of the north-eastern extremity of Chusan. Ac-
cording to a Chinese history of the island, it is about a hundred
le, or a little over thirty miles, from Tinghai. Having an unfavora-

ble wind, we had to beat across the channel, and did not reach it till

after three o'clock, p. m. Its aspect from the sea is but little more
inviting than that of the other islands around, and what it has in

appearance that is pleasant is owing to art ; for excepting the

trees that show themselves in the valleys and among the rocks,

which have been planted by man, it is even wilder and rockier

than its companions. A deep cleft or valley near the middle of

the island reveals the yellow tiled roof of one of the principal

temples, from a great distance olF. but the principal landing-place

is at the south-eastern extremity.

No sooner does one step on shore than he has evidence on every
side that the place is '• wholly given to idolatry." A small wor-
shipping place stood close by the landing; shrines and inscriptions

were cut in the rocks by the roadside, and a large red gateway
covered with tiles announced the approach to a temple. Pursuing
the walk a hundred yards further over a broatl stone-paved path-

way overhung by trees, you enter the Plh-hwa-ijen, or " white

flowery monastery." Here I sought for lodging-;, but th(3 monks
seemed not to desire company, and complained of having niet

such uncivil treatment from foreigners who had recently been

there, that they did not wish to see any more. However, they

finally showed me a suite of three or four rooms, or rather closets,

up stairs, of whicii I took possession, and leaving niy servant to

keep watch and get dinner ready, I sallied out to see what might
be seen.
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The Pih-hwa-yen i? an old buildins: built on a foundation dug
out of the liili-side. and almost concealed from sig-ht by large over-

han:ring trees and shrubbery. It is now in bad repair, and has

an old and faded appearance. The number of monks is said to

be about forty, but 1 saw not more than ten or twelve. The idols

and ornaments of the temple are all old and shabby, and it has

little to interest a visitor. In one of the main courts under the

verandah were pasted up some twelve or fifteen large red cards,

presented by sliips* companies with other oderings in gratitude to

the o^ods who had brought them on so far. Two or three of the

vessels were from Hiruy-CJiow. in Canlon, most of them from

Chafisr-C/ww. Tseiten-choic. and Hiuo-hwa. in Fuhkeen, and
only one from a seaport in Cheh-keang. In the evening a rehg-

ious ceremony of some kind was performed by the old abbot, assisted

by some six of the monks, with several of the young candidates

for the Buddhist priesthood, some sailors and myself for spec-

tators. The abbot put on a scarlet robe and a crown, and taking

an incense stick in his hand, performed numerous ceremonies, ac-

companied with a repetition of prayers and chanting, in the chorus

of wliich the other monks joined. But there was not the slightest

appearance of devotion, except perhaps in the manner of the old

abbot. The others, in the intervals of the chanting, drank tea,

gazed about, and talked with one another, while the young can-

didates for the priesthood amused themselves with annoying one

of the officiating monks, and putting balls in his chair, to trouble

him v.hen he sat down. This called forth an angry reproof from

him. and produced a hearty laugh on their part. Seeing things

go on thus, I gave one of the spectators a tract, whereon several

others asked for some ; and finally one of the monks left his de-

votions and came for one. I then said something on the folly of

worshipping such idols, and a hearty laugh followed the exposure

of the helplessness of their gods. With some further remarks on
the way to worship the true God, and his son Jesus Christ, I left

them, glad to get away from the sin and folly of their unmeaning
ceremonies. They kept them up with the beating of gongs and
drums during the greater part of the night.

From tlie Pih-hwa-yen. a paved stone walk, some five feet broad,

extends over a hill and down to the central valley of the island,

where the principal estabhshment, called the Seen-sz\ is built. On
several of the large rocks along this road, inscriptions are cut in

large letters, and shrines are built against, or carved out of the

rocks. At one place is a little shrine with some characters in a

language I did not know, probably the Sanscrit, and beneath Na7i

woo oh ??ie to fnJi, words that are constantly and "vainly" re-

peated in the religious ceremonies of the Buddhists. Several paths

branched off from the main road, leading to smaller yen. or mon-
asteries, in the recesses of the hills.

Arrived at the bottom of the valley, you pass through a large

gateway, composed of four massive stone pillars, each a single block
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of granite about twenty feet liij^li. Beyond this a few steps and
you pass, at liii^lit angles, on the left another gateway leading into

the main buildings. Before coming to this gateway is an inscrip-

tion carved in stone to this ellect :
" Every otlker, whether civil

or miliiary, and all the conunon people, on arriving at this place,

must dismount from their horses." The reason of this, soon ap-

peared, for just within the second gateway, and inclosed within

an octagonal tower, covered with yellow tiles, was an immense
marble tablet, with a long inscription, presented by the Emperor
Kanghi. It is the custom in China for all to dismount and walk
when passing before anything that comes from the Emperor,
though there was but little occasion for the order in this instance,

seeing there is not a horse or ass upon the island.

Beyond this is a pond of water, with many of the broad-leaved

Lotus plants growing at each end, and a beautifully arched stone

bridge across it. Beyond this again, reaching clear to the base of

the hill, were several large yellow-tiled temples, with open courts

in front, and two-storied dormitories at either side of the courts

for the monks. In the temples were any number of huge hideous

idols, all once richly gilt, but now brown with age, and black and
dirty with the smoke of incense. Just within the door of the main
building was a shrine for drawing lots, and telling fortunes, with

the inscription above, " Yew hew peik yingy " He that seeketh

will certainly find an answer." Some two dozen monks were
kneeling and chanting in the main building, among whom were
several older than any I have ever seen. Outside one or two
monks were superintending the winnowing of some paddy; others

were watching men splitting up the roots of an old tree for fire-

wood, and others were doing notbing. So lazy and good-for-noth-

ing a set as the Buddhist and Taou priests, I have never seen
;

and I could not but admire the simple truth with w^hich one of

the boatmen described their occupations, w4ien I asked him what
they did, " Why sir, they eat rice, and read prayers." In one of

the side buildings, which is three stories high, there is a bell five

feet in diameter, and more than seven feet in height. It is beaten

with a wooden hanuner, (the Chinese bells rarely have clappers,)

and its sound when gently struck, amidst the chantings and chorus

of the monks below, was far from beitig unpleasant.

Everything about these buildings showed signs of age, neglect,

and decay. The yellow tiles, the gift of imperial favor, were

falling from the roofs, grass was growing in the stone-paved court-

yards, weeds encumbered the sacred Lotus pond, windows and
doors were falling to pieces, and the curtains and ornaments of

the idols were even browned with smoke and dust. Here, too,

there was but little evidence of devotion in their worship, and one

of the monks stopped in the midst of his chanting to ask me
w'bcn I arrived. 1 left the place with an aching heart ; for the

sight of these old men bending over the grave, and yet chanting

the praises of these wooden gods, was a painful subject for thought.

22
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From the Seen-sz', a stone pathway leads over ano'ther eleva-

tion, and through a valley into a deep recess among the hills,

where the next large establishment, the Hoio-sz\ is situated.

This is smaller than the Seen-sz', and exhibits even more traces

of neglect and decay. The roof of one of the buildings had partly

fallen in, and the broken tiles and mortar were lyhig about the

altar. Being somewhat wearied, 1 sat down in one of the court-

yards, and soon had five or six of the monks about me, with two
or three workmen and servants. One of the former, a man of

some fifty-four years of age, with a face full of curiosity, came up,

and with a very polite salutation said,

"I presume you are a Frenchman, sir?"

" No."
" No ! Oh, then you are an English officer ?"

" No, I am an American."
" Oh ! an American ! Pray how far is your honorable country

from England ?"

" It is about ten thousand le."

" Hi yah ! Ten thousand le ! What a vast distance !"

" Yes," said I, " it is a good distance
;
and my country is distant

from the ' Central Flow^ery Land' more than sixty thousand le."

" Prodigious ! More than sixty thousand le ! I presume your
Excellency has come to the Central Land to trade. I hope you
find the markets good."

"No, I have not come here to trade. I came here to propagate

religion."

"To what?" said he, looking puzzled.
" To propagate religion."

"Oh, I understand. To propagate religion. I congratulate

you, sir ! May I ask what is your religion?"
" I belong to the ' religion of Jesus.' We worship only one true

God, and believe on his son Jesus Christ,. We do not worship
idols. What are these idols which you worship here? They
have eyes, but they cannot see ; they have ears, but they cannot
hear

;
they have mouths, but they cannot speak

;
they have hands

and feet, but can neither move their hands nor walk. What is the

use of worshipping such things?" During this short talk, my ques-

tioner was looking more and more confused, and as the last ques-

tion was put, a hearty laugh was raised by all around, in which
he also joined, adding, "True, true, what you say is perfectly cor-

rect." I went on somewhat farther to speak of the sinfulness of

man, our desert of punishment, the mercy of God, the mission of

Christ to the world, together with the consequent obligation im-
posed on us, to believe on him and secure our salvation :. all of

which was listened to very respectfully, with numerous (thought-
less, it is to be feared, and hollow) expressions of assent. I

then took out some tracts, and gave them each one, which were
politely received, and one of the yoimger monks looking at the

tract " Two Friends," remarked, " There were some foreigners
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here several years ago, before the English came to Ningpo, who
left this tract here." He doubtless referred to tlie visit of Messrs.
Medhurst and Stevens, in 183G. Tea was now brought, and after

some further desultory conversation, I took my departure, exhibit-

ing as much politeness as possible, which was returned with inter-

est by them. Before going a hundred yards, however, one of them
came running after me, calling out with a loud voice, " Your Ex-
cellency ! please stop a little." I waited for him, and when he
came up, all out of breath w^ith his haste, he made a low bow and
said, " The great god in the temple where you have just been,

would be very much obliged by the donation of one small Canton
rupee, so small," he added, making a circle about as big as a rupee.

I told him I was very sorry not to oblige him, but the thing was
utterly impossible ; that I did not worship nor respect idols, nor
could I make any presents to them. With this assurance he pro-

fessed to be satisfied, and bowing, walked slowly back. But the

incident was painful, as showing their indilFerence to the truth. I

had the best evidence of their fully understanding and assenting
to what was said against idolatry, and yet in five minutes after

they could ask me to make an ofifering to their gods !

The next morning I went around to several of the smaller mon-
asteries, but saw little in them of interest. In one, the monks were
so busy divining for some sailors, that they had not time to speak
to strangers ; in another, they were all gone to some other part of

the island, and in a third I found no person except one old monk,
suffering from disease. He was sitting in a sheltered verandah,
with a little boy waiting on him, and received me quite politely,

ordering tea to be brought. He said he was seventy-one years

old ; and was as intelligent a man as I met on the island. In an-

swer to my inquiries, he said that the beginning of the monastic
establishments on the island dated as far back as the Leang dy-

nasty, some eight hundred years ago ; but that the Seen-sz' and
the How-sz' were built in the Sung dynasty. The total number
of monks on the island, he affirmed, did not exceed seven or eight

hundred. I had been told the evening before, at the How-sz' that

there were fifteen hundred, but the old man's statement is proba-

bly correct. There are four large, and one hundred and two small

establishments on the island. Allowing one hundred monks for the

largest, and thirty for the other three, each, we have about two
hundred. All accounts agreed that in the smaller establishments

there w^ere not over five or six in the average, being about seven

or eight hundred in all. This differs widely from the accounts of

former visitors, who make the number amount to " six thousand ;"

but 1 am satisfied that those accounts are much larger than is cor-

rect. There is not room in all the buildings on the island to ac-

commodate so many.
As the monk with whom I was now talking was old and sick,

and might soon die, I felt it to be a duty to point out to him, how-

ever imperfectly, the way of eternal hfe beyond the grave
;
but
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though he understood the most of what was said, and assented to it

as very good and proper, it seemed to make httle impression upon
him. He said that after death he expected still to abide among
the hills of this island, which had now been his home for more
than fifty years. When asked how he expected to secure happi-

ness beyond the grave, he rephed, "By worshipping Buddh, and
making many prayers." I set before him as well as I could the

way of life through Christ,—to which he listened attentively, and
remarked, "There were some foreigners here several years ago,

who taught the same doctrine that you do ;" referring doubtless to

the visit of Messrs. Medhurst and Stevens. On coming away I

gave him several tracts, which he received gratefully. Oh that

the truth which he has thus heard more than once, may be blessed

to him, even in this the eleventh hour ! After stroUing about a
little longer, I left the island at eleven o'clock, a. m., and reached
Tinghai near sunset.

Thursday, October 23. Started with Mr. Loomis for a walk
across the island. Went through the long and narrow valley,

back of Tinghai, and up the steep hill behind it. We finally

came out into a noble plain, two miles, or two and a half miles

broad, and four or five miles long, all covered with rice, while the

neighboring hill-sides, for a great distance up, were cultivated with
buckwheat, sweet-potatoes, and other vegetables. This valley

appears to be even larger than that in which Tinghai is situated,

and has some ten or fiifteen villages at the foot of the hills around
it. Probably five thousand persons derive their subsistence from
it. A large part of the men of the valley were at a theatre in one
of the temples, and we took the opportunity to give away some
tracts, but found few who could read.

After going down to the sea-shore we went back, and arrived at

home about five o'clock, p. m., having walked twenty-one miles.

We were foot-sore, and wearied enough.
October 27. Returned to Ningpo ; but not reaching the place

till near midnight, found the city gates shut, and the watchmen
going their rounds. Obliged to remain in the boat all night.

November .5. Walked some three miles or more down the bank
of the Ningpo river, which on the north-east side of the city makes
a remarkable bend, almost inclosing the ground on which the

English consulate stands. A canal half a mile long would save
six or seven miles saihng. There are vast numbers of graves on
this part of the Ningpo plain, though perhaps not more than may
be found in any other direction. They occupy many acres of

fertile soil, and cause one to doubt the truth of the remark so often

made, that " the Chinese seldom bury their dead except on the

sides of barren hills." This remark was generally found to be

true in the province of Canton, and in some parts of Fuhkeen, but

it is far from being correct in those of Keangsoo and Chehkeang.
About Shanghai the number of tumuh, or mounds, inclosing oof-
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fins, is so great, that in some places they remind one of haycocks
in a newly-mown meadow, w^iile about Ningpo there are thou-
sands of acres thus occupied. In the hills about Ningpo, none
of wbich are w^ithin ten miles of the city, there are comparatively
few tombs.

Nov. 22. The early part of this month was the season for tiie

harvest of the second crop of rice, and the farmers have now
nearly finished threshing it. The cotton is also gathered in, and
the wheat is in many places coming up, having been planted
early in the month. Tiiey do not sow it broadcast, but having
first prepared the ground in long beds, they drill holes at regular
intervals, with a heavy, sharp-pointed stone, and drop five or six

grains in each hole.

Nov. 20. Saw a wedding procession, which must have been
several hundred yards long, and numbered several hundreds of

people. A crowd of men and boys bearing banners aud inscrip-

tions went in front, some trumpets and cymbals followed, then
seven or eight men on horseback, then a couple of officers, one
bearing a white, and the other a gilt button in their caps

; then
the bride's chair, a really beautiful article, elegantly painted, carv-

ed and gilded, borne by eiglit men ; but the bride was quite too
well inclosed to be seen

;
then several men bearing ornamental

bedding-clothes and pillows, which form a part of the marriage
presents, and are always ostentatiously displayed ; while no less

than twenty-one sedan chairs brought up the rear. The lady was
said to be the daughter of an officer of rank.

Dec. 1. I congratulated my teacher on the birth of his daughter.

"No, no, w^e do not congratulate here on the birth of a daughter."

"No! why not?' '• Oh, they are a great expense, and very little

profit to us." This led to some conversation on the treatment of

females, and finally to the question, whether there was such a
thing as female infanticide in this part of the country, he replied

quickly, " No, not here, but there is in Canton, and in some parts

of Fuhkeen." " Is there none at all here ?" " No, not in Ningpo,
but in the city of P\mghwa, (a city about twenty miles off, and
under the jurisdiction of the Che-foo of, Ningpo,) there is. It is

called neili-sz\ or death by drowning, for wdien the child is born,

if it be a girl, the parents or assistants often heap water on it, in

pretence of washing it, but in such a way that it dies !" He made
this statement very unwillingly, and with many exclamations of

horror, and finally added, "But of late years, since tlie Funghwa
people have begun to understand right reason and propriety, there

is none of it." Notwithstanding this assertion, there is sufficient

reason to suppose that this horrid custom prevails, not only in

Funghwa, but in otlier places in this province ; but to nothing

like the extent in which it is common in some parts of Fuhkeen.
Dec. 11. A long and serious discussion with my teacher to-day

on some points in the systems of Confucius and Christ, particu-

larly in reference to human nature. Confucius and Mencius
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teach that every man is born with a heart good and pure, and
that it is only by the influence of evil example, and the giving

way to one's own wishes, that the heart becomes bad. They do

not suppose that it ever becomes totally depraved, but insist that

every man is able to rectify his own evil nature, by simply return-

ing to the principles of righteousness implanted in him. It is a

favorite expression of my teacher, that " the heart which heaven

gives us is pure;" and his comparison to illustrate it was, "a mir-

ror all clear and bright, reflecting perfectly the images of objects

presented to it. By degrees, through exposure to the air, neglect,

carelessness, or ill-usage, it becomes soiled, dirty and useless," and
his strong argument to uphold his position was, " If you tell men
that their nature is bad, they will at once turn round on you and
say, 'Since our nature is bad, then we can do nothing to correct

it, and may as well go on in sin.' " It was to avoid this reply

that Mencius insisted so much on the doctrine of the natural

goodness of man's heart. Another argument he used was, " It

cannot be supposed that heaven would give a man a bad heart."

The natural and correct answer, " Man was created upright, but

fell by his own sin, and drew his posterity after him," he seemed
to think unsatisfactory.

Discoursing still farther on the nature of good and evil, he gave
it as his opinion, that if a man obeyed his parents and his prince,

avoided theft, robbery, and licentiousness, and was kind to his

neighbors, such a man should be called a good man. When
asked w^ere all men of this character, he replied, " No, but there

are some such." When asked how many men were outwardly
moral, whose morality was caused more by the fears of the law,

and the opinion of men, than by any regard for virtue, as such, he
replied, '' Such men are not very numerous. I suppose in ten

thousand, nine thousand and nine hundred have no regard for

virtue as such." " Could such men be considered as good men ?"

" No, they could hardly be called good men, yet neither were
they worthy to be called bad." " What do you think of their

heart, their motives? Can these be called good?" " Mr. Low-
rie," said he, half angrily, " why do you talk about the heart so

much ? Why do not you content yourself with saying that men
should do good, and hve virtuously, without troubling yourself

about the heart, which nobody can see?" "Because the religion

of Christ, unlike that of Confucius and Mencius, teaches as one
of its first truths, that the heart is bad and nuist be changed, the

nature defiled and must be renovated, before a man can enter

heaven." " Oh ! that's very different from the doctrine we believe,

and I do not see the use of talking so much about the heart. Be-
sides," he added, ^^ I understand the doctrine of Jesus thoroughly,

a great deal better than you do that of Confucius. I have read

two or three volumes of yom- books, and think it all very good.

Christ taught just the same that Confucius does, that man should

do what is right,—there may be some little points of difiference,
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but ia all the essentials the doctrine of the two is the same." The
singular contradictions of these sentences show the character of the
Chinese mind, unwilling to admit the truth of a doctrine so un-
palatable to the human heart, and yet too polite to persist in open
contradiction of a friend.

My teacher is one of the " wise of this world." A more learned
man than is conunon, though a school-boy might justly laugh at
his knowledge of multitudes of things, he has a high opinion of
himself and his own intellect, and it is easy to see that he enter-
tains much contempt for the humbling doctrines of the cross.

What can man do without the aid of the Almighty? Already he
knows not quite so much as he thinks he does, but quite enough
of the way of salvation to be saved, but it is foolishness to him.
Neither can he know it aright. Oli for the life-giving Spirit to

breathe on these dry bones, and luake them live !

A slight spitting of snow to-day, the first I have seen for nearly
four years.

Dec. 14. A fall of snow last night, wdiich whitened the ground,
and made things look as natural as in former days.

Nins^po^ November 1st, 1845.
To THE Society of Inquiry, Princeton Theological

Seminary.
Dear Brethren—In a letter from the Corresponding Secretary

of your Committee on Foreign Missions, dated October 16th, 1844,
which has been lying by me since April lOth, 1845, there are
three definite questions and a carte blcmche, the answers and
'•filling up" of all of wdiich would occupy more time and paper
than I have to spare ; and, probably, more patience than you have
to give. Perhaps I shall not err in answering the questions first,

and then adding wdiat may come uppermost, or find room.
In regard to Morrison's translation of the Bible into Cljinese, a

singular misconception has long prevailed among the supporters

of missions, both in England and America. It is not three )^ears

since one of the warmest, and generally speaking, one of the best

informed friends of missions in England, asserted, in opposition to

the united and unanimous voice of the Protestant Missionaries in

China, that " Morrison's translation of the Scriptures was nearly

perfect, and another was unnecessary." This was, to say the least,

rather a venturesome remark from one who did not know a word
o( Chinese ! . . .

I can answer your question, "Is the translation useful or intel-

ligible?" by saying it is useful, but is not adapted for general cir-

cidation. When we are explaining the Scripture history or

doctrine in private conversation, it is of use, because it is sullicient-

ly intelligible, with such cautions and explanations as we can
give orally, to give those with whom we speak a fuller idea of the

truth. It is of use to give to our converts, for you know the
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converted man finds good when the impenitent turns away in dis-

gust
; a!id the converts will naturally come to us for explanation.

And it is also of use to those who may prepare a new translation.

But it is not, as I think, adapted for general circulation, nor would
I willingly give a copy to a heathen, except under favorable cir-

cumstances. These same remarks apply in great measure to Dr.

Marsh man's translation, which was finished about the same time

with Morrison's, and has never had an extensive circulation.

You also ask, "What progress has been made towards remedy-
ing its defects?" A ofood deal as regards the New Testament

;

but as it regards the Old, almost none. We have two other trans-

lations of the New Testament; one by Gutzlalf, which is not

much used ; and another by Medhurst, assisted by John R. Morri-

son, Bridgman, and others. The latter is the one in common use

;

and it is in general intelligible and good, though paraphrastic

sometimes, and far from being perfect. A number of the mission-

aries, both Ensflish and American, are now engasfed in a revision

of it ; but it may be several years before it is completed. When
the Old Testament will be revised and published, I have no idea.

I hope to live to see the time, and, perhaps, to take some part in

it, but it will not be soon. There is a great work yet to be done
in this respect, and perhaps some of you may be called to assist in

it. The translation of the Scriptures into Chinese is a great,

difficult, and most important work, and the preparation of Com-
ments and Notes upon them will require the labors of many men
for many years. You can have but little idea of the strange

notions they gather from expressions that are as common to us as

the air we breathe. ...

T have gone over the Gospel of Luke very carefully with my
teacher, who passes for a learned man in Ningpo, and his mistakes

and misconceptions have been both amusing and painful. This
arises in part from the imperfection of the translation; in part

from an utter and characteristic ignorance of the geography and
history of every other nation but China ; in part from the use of

figures and comparisons unknown in China. Some people say
"The Bible is an Oriental book, and the Chinese are an Oriental

people, therefore, they can easily understand it. But unfortunate-

ly the Chinese are as much beyond "the East'" on one side as

America is on the other
; and therefore the remark is very un-

founded, in part from inattention and want of interest in the sub-

ject, and in part from the " thick darkness" which idolatry and
superstition have enshrouded even the mental, and much more
the moral perceptions. Oh brethren ! if you were here but a few
days, you would understand something of the necessity for the

Spirit's influences to open the understanding, and pour light into

the heart ; and of the feelings of the prophet, when commanded
to prophesy to the dry bones. Pray for us. So deep is the " veil

of the covering cast over" the minds of the heathen, that were it

not for what God can do, the Missionary enterprise would be as
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fantastic a scheme of folly as the brain of man ever devised. If it

were not for tlie hope, the behef of what God will do, I would not
be a missionary for another day. It requires but a few years' ex-

perience in the missionary field to learn that it is not talents nor
learning, important as these are, but piety and prayer, that are
chiefly requisite in a missionar}^ "Not by might nor by power,
but by my spirit, saith the Lord." Oh that my own heart and
practice were more deeply influenced by this conviction, and that

the churches at home felt it more.

You ask for " my impressions regarding the climate of China."
Having not yet had a full experience of the climate so far north
as my present residence. I cannot answer you so fully as may be
desirable ; but what I know is briefly as follows : In the Canton
province, and the climate at Amoy is not materially different,

warm weather prevails for nine months in the year
; of which

four or five are oppressive, while the months of December, Jan-
uary, and February, are pleasant and cool. The natives and the

Portuguese at Macao do not use fires in their houses, but the
English and Americans find them very agreeable. During three

years, the lowest I ever saw the thermometer was 45°, while it

generally in the cool weather ranged between 50° and 60° of Fahren-
heit. 1 never used a cloak but once or twice, except in my room,
where, as I sat without a fire, it was needful. In the long warm
seasons my health suffered, and 1 became languid and thinner
than usual, in August and September. Most persons suffer in the
same way, but the winter or rather the cool weather, for ice and
snow are almost never seen, is invigorating, and many enjoy bet-

ter health than in their own land. I consider the chmate at

Macao and Canton as decidedly healthy; and expecting the in-

disposition above referred to, which, however, never confined me a
whole day to the couch, I never was better at home. The circum-
stances which have made Amoy and Hong Kong unheaUhy, I do
not think will have a permanent influence

; nor should I have the
slightest hesitation or fear in going to either of these places. It

would seem, however, from facts already observed, that northern
men bear the climate better than southern, though reasoning a
jjriori many would think differently.

In Shanghai and Ningpo, the climate is different. We have
pleasant, cool, and cold weather, for nine months, and warm
weather for three, July and August, and parts of June and Sep-
tember. Of the warm weather six weeks are uncomfortably hot,

if anything, worse than at Macao. I have not yet had the pleas-

ure of experiencing the cold weather here in its perfection, though
I retain a vivid recollection of the coldness of my fingers and ears

on approaching Shanghai in March, when the cold weather was
nearly over, and of the strange sensations excited, by seeing my
breath come out in thick steam, and sleeping under a load of bed-

clothes, things to which I had been a stranger for more than three

years. The thermometer falls below 25°
; ice and snow are seen
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every winter ; and fur clothes, wliicli are cheap and good, are

worn to an extent that would surprise you. Yet even liere, the

inhabitants do not use fires, but content themselves with abund-
ance of cotton garments, (ten and lifteen jackets worn at once are

not uncommon,) wadded clothes, and furs, with small foot-stove^,

and finger-stoves. But I do not see how we can do witliout fires.

The climate is subject to frequent and considerable changes. I

have seen the thermometer rise from 31° to 84° in a few days in

March, and fall back to 40° in forty hours
;
and after experiencing

warm weather in June, I have put on woollen stockings in July.

A fall of twenty degrees in a few hours is not uncommon, and is

sensibly felt. It is now quite cool, tlic thermometer being below
sixty, except in the middle of the day ; and the merchants' shops

present a busy and rich scene, from the quantity of fine furs dis-

played in them. I am looking forward with some interest to the

return of snow and ice, things which I have not seen for nearly

four years. My impressions of the climate of Ningpo are very

favorable, though the last summer being cooler than usual, did

not afl^ord a very good opportunity of knowing precisely what it is.

.... There are also two or three disagreeably damp seasons in

the summer, of two or three weeks' continuance, when rain pours

down in torrents; and if it does not rain, you feel as if the very

air was damp and cloudy
;
and the perspiration will gather on the

stones in the wall, even when the sun is shining outside. Such
weather is hard on books, clothes, and animal spirits ; but it is

of short continuance.

We get plenty to eat here, but not a very great variety, as the

inhabitants have not yet learned to provide for foreigners, as they

have at Macao and Canton. Goat's fiesh, pork, hams, chickens,

ducks, and geese, are our principal meats ; though in winter, wild-

ducks, pheasants, and hares, are cheaper than anything else.

Fish of several kinds we have all the year round
; wheat, rice,

and a little buck-wheat, form the staff of life ; sweet potatoes,

turnips, egg-plants, bean sprouts, bamboo sprouts, taro, beans, peas,

Kaou-bah, onions, and greens, are our chief vegetables ; and for

fruits we have peaches, pears, plums, lichees, persimmons, pome-
granates, and oranges, w'ith walnuts, chestnuts, and pea-nuts.

You will say, " This is a goodly list." True, and we are thank-
ful to enjoy so many of God's good gifts here; nor do we com-
plain when w^e remember tiiat few of them are so good as those

you eat in the United States ; Avhile beef, such at least as may be
called good, Irish potatoes, and apples, are seldom seen. I have
tasted none of either in many months, nor apples, which are

worth all the oranges of China, for years ; nor do we get all these

things at once. I find in my market-book, (for we bachebrs have
to attend to such things ourselves oftentimes.) that for weeks to-

gether. Dr. McCartee and 1 sat down together to a table, of v/hich

the chief dishes were, chickens, or fish, bamboo sprouts, turnips,

and bean sprouts, with bread, rice, and eggs. It is hard to say
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what we should do without eggs ! When the egg-plants came
we were delighted, and when the sweet potatoes were fit to eat
we were satisfied ! The married missionaries do not fare any
better than we bachelors, though they doub(4ess have some things
nicer !

For the particularity of the above statements, I do not think it

necessary to make any apology, though the pronoun " I," occurs
with a frequency that is somewhat startling

;
perhaps it may be

some excuse, that they are written in answer to the question,
"What are my impressions?"

Your last question, " The magnitude of the field and the pros-
pects of the mission ?" is one on which a volume might be written,
but the space already consumed warns me to be brief, the more so
as I may have an occasion hereafter to refer to it. I can only say
this : Few have any idea of the extent of the ground that is

opened and opening to our labors, and none know where the
things will end, whose beginnings we have lived to witness. The
opening of China to foreign intercourse, is an event which finds

few parallels in the history of the world. This country is a world
in itself; and tlie thought has often occurred to me, while travers-

ing its beautiful plains and crowded streets, " What a world has
been revolving here of which Christendom knows nothing !" I

have been led to make excursions of twenty or thirty miles into

the interior, from each of the cities of Amoy, Shanghai, and
Ningpo, and everywhere the country is like a vast beehive, swarm-
ing with inhabitants. It is the same about Canton, where I have
also been, and doubtless the same about Foo-chow. 1 have not
known what it is to be out of sight of a human habitation since

I have been in China, and where there is one there is commonly
ten. T have scarcely ever seen a httle valley, or a hollow among
the hills, where industry could cultivate a bed of rice, or a crop of
greens, that was not occupied. It is scarcely an exaggeration to

say, that temples and monasteries are as common here as farm-
houses in Pennsylvania, and I have seen the streets of Ningpo
crowded with many ten thousands of people, to see an idolatrous

procession in honor of "all the gods." Now all this vast and
teeming population of idolaters must have the gospel, or perish.

Books will not do the work. It is the living teacher who must
speak unto them the words of life. Such is tlie field we cultivate.

As to our prospects, you have them in the concluding verses of

Psalm cxxvi. :

They that sow in tears,

With shoutings shall gather the harvest.

Going he shall go, even with weeping, burdened with the seed to be sown

:

Coming he shall come, and with shouting, burdened with his sheaves.

It is nearly midnight, and I must draw to a close without refer-

ring to other topics, which, if this letter were not already full

enough, might be of interest. Full notices of the mission you



348 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

will probably see in the Chronicle before long, and I have omitted

them here.

Brethren, whatever your own course may be, whether to come
to the missionary tie^, or to cultivate the vineyard of the Lord at

home, there is one thing we pray you to bear in mind, "It is God
who giveth tlie increase," and if success do not attend one's labor,

the reason will probably be found in the fact that he is not inquired

of by his people respecting this thing, to do it for them. Pray
for us.

I am yours in the bonds of the Gospel,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, December 5th, 1845.

My Dear Father—
.... I have my commentary on Luke, which with the text will

make a handsome volume of a hundred pages, ready for the press,

and trust it will be of use. The style is pure and good Chinese,

for it is written b}^ my teacher, and I know the sentiments to be

correct, though sometimes not as full or clear as I could have
wished. My teacher said to me, I suppose, tw^enty times while
preparing it, "How can you expect us to understand this book? /
do not uiiderstand it, who have been reading books all my life, and
how can less learned persons comprehend it?" The doctrines,

historical allusions, geography, customs, e. g., washing the feet,

comparisons, everything is strange ; and when joined to an imper-
fect translation, it is not to be thought that a careless heathen can
understand such a book. At the risk of being thought a heretic,

1 must say I think the oft-repeated phrase, " The Bible without
note or comment," is in danger of being pushed so far, as to fall

over and do harm. However true it is and correct under limita-

tions, it is not correct in itself. It is not true in fact, that our peo-
ple at home read it "without note or comment;" for there is no
one w^ho does not hear many a note and comment from parent,

teacher, friend or minister, and there are few who do not form
their opinions of most of it from such "notes and comments."
If these and innumerable commentaries besides, are needed in a
land of so nnich light as America, w^iat must be the case in

China? "' Without note and connnent" is true, so far as authori-
tative and infallible exposition is intended ; and also, if it be
meant that the simple text, when understood, is to be carefully

studied and pondered in the Christian hours of devotion
;
but I

humbly conceive there is danger if it be extended much beyond
these limits. However, I ought to reflect that you have thought
on the subject long enough, not to need such a " lesson" from me.

... I was deeply grieved to hear of the accident you met, but
thankful it w^as no worse. How many strange accidents we
miss, witliin a hair's-breadth of them, though unawares. We
shall doubtless often wonder when we get to heaven, and look
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back on our past life, that, amidst so many dangers it was pro-

longed so long.

.... Af(er a gooil deal of tliougbt, I am about settling down to

the opinion, that I ougbt to aim at a pretty full knowledge of

books and writing in Chinese. In a mis:- ion so larg(^ as ours, and
wbere we have a press, tbere must be some one tolerably at home
on some points. Now, 1 have been so circumstanced, as to be

obliged to turn my thoughts much that way, somewhat to the

disadvantage of my speaking fluently, and I am po still. I have
laid such a foundation of acquaintance with the written lan-

guage, as enables me to go on with some ease, and such as the

otber brethren can scarcely be expected to do in some time. They
are accordingly outstripping me in the colloquial, tbough I have
the advantage in the books, and can easily keep it up. My edu-

cation and previous habits are also such as fit me more for this

than for mingling among men, unless actually obliged to do so.

I propose, therefore, not to neglect the colloquial, but to lay out a
good portion of my strength on reading and writing Chinese.

Keeping in view, chiefly, the translation of the Scriptures, and
works explanatory of them, and perhaps the preparation of ele-

mentary books, and it may be a dictionary, a thing we are greatly

in want of. What do you think of this plan? You will not

think I mean to neglect the great work of preaching, for I trust

to be able in the course of next year to undertake regular ser-

vices. I migbt do it now, if I had no accounts to keep, letters to

write, and advice and assistance to give to others, especially in

the matter of the printing office. That you may see how much
I have been hindered one way and another since coming to China, I

may say that though it is nearly four years since I left you, yet I

have had a teacher, and by consequence have been studying the

language effectively, only twenty-three months, and of those,

three are hardly worth counting from the interruptions I met. I

sometimes felt quite discouraged, and now feel ashamed to think

I have been here so long, and done so little ....

With many affectionate remembrances and prayers,

I am, as ever, your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Nmgpo, December 31st, 1845.

My Dear Father—
.... I have to-day finished a first revision of a little Tract on

the Sal)batli. It will be only four or five pages, and consists of

Gen. i., and some remarks on the S ibbath. with the Fourth and

Second Commandments; all of vvhicii I first put into such (Jhinese

as I was able, and then submitted to my teacher for a thorough

revision. He had previously read Morrison's Gen. i. ;
and afier

reading mine, made without any comparison with Morrison's, I

asked which lie would rather use for revision. "Oh," said he, "it
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don't make inuch difference, they are both very obscure !" He
found no difficulty, however, in understanding the subsequent

remarks, when I was not tied down to a form of words, and

even deigned to tell me. that two or three sentences were correct

!

1 thought it quite a compliment, for he is very proud of the

excellencies of Chinese literature. However, in writing it over,

he left very little of the poor thing in the dress I had given it at

first. I almost despair at times of ever getting through the laby-

rinth of Chinese literature. How glad I am that it was not my
own choice that brought me here. The remembrance of the way
by which I have been led, often holds me up, when I should fail,

if I thought I had chosen the path for myself.

It is tolerably cool just now ;
we have had frost in nearly every

night for three weeks past, and I find overcoat, cloak, foot-stove,

and finger-stove only enough to keep me going.

It is hard work writing sometimes, for I can scarcely keep my
fingers warm ;

but these are very minor affairs, so I will not

trouble you any more.

It is drawing near to eleven o'clock, p. m., and as I do not feel

like seeing the old year out, nor soliloquizing about it, I will close.

But I cannot help asking, Where are you all now, and how
engaged ?

I am as ever, your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.



CHAPTER VIII.

1846.

MISSIONARY LABORS AT NINGPO—HEATHEN CUSTOMS—WORSHIP—SUPERSTITIOUS
FEARS—PREACHING IN CHINESE.

During this year the missions in China were further strength-

ened by the arrival at Canton of the Rev. John B. French, and

the Rev. WilHam Speer and his wife, and at Ningpo, of the Rev.

J. W. Q,uarterman. The British troops were this year withdrawn

from Chusan, and as the Chinese authorities would not permit

foreigners to reside there, Mr. Loom is and his wife removed to

Ningpo.

Mr. Lowrie's study of the Chinese language, while in Macao, as

already stated, was much interrupted by the business matters of

the different missions. The Mandarin dialect, which he studied

at Macao, is not spoken in the south of China, and hence he could

converse in it with his teacher only. This he found to be a seri-

ous disadvantage. The Ningpo and Mandarin dialects are as dif-

ferent from each other as the French is from the Spanish. In

learning to speak the former, he had therefore to begin anew, with

the advantage however of hearing it daily spoken by the inhabi-

tants. But here also his time was a good deal taken up with the

business of the Ningpo Mission, and correcting the proof-sheets of

works issued from the press. So many, and such long-continued

adverse circumstances, at times almost produced discouragement

in his own mind, as it regarded the spoken language. But even

in it his progress was not slow ; in less than eighteen months he

commenced preaching in Chinese. His knowledge of tlie written

language was more satisfactory to himself. In August he wrote

several essays, which were published in the Chinese Repository,

on the proper Chinese words to be used in translating the name

of God into Chinese. These were among the first pieces that w^ere

published on the side of the question so ably sustained since by

Doctors Boone and Bridgeman.
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In September he commenced (he preparation of a dictionary of

the " Four Books," and afterwards he decided to inchide also the

" Five Classics." These books contain the body of the Chinese

language, and if his life had been spared, he would no doubt have

made it a dictionary of the whole language. He became much
interested in this work, and had even to guard himself against

being drawn aside from his appropriate work of preaching the

gospel.

The letters and journals of (his period throw much light on the

interior working of the mission at Ningpo, and still further tend

to elucidate the state and condition of the native population.

Other subjects are occasionally adverted to. One of much import-

ance, in relation to the return of missionaries, is noticed in a letter

to one of tb'3 members of the Executive Committee. It would be

out of place here to examine tlie views there presented; but the

whole su-jject is worthy of far more consideration than it has yet

received from tlie Church at home.

Niiis^po, January Ist, 1846.

A happy New Year to you, my dear mother, and^ very many of

them ! is a wisli that, if I had the power, would certainly be

accomplished
;
and yet, though I might have the power, I might

not have the wisdom necessary to make it a blessing. So I will

change it to the prayer, that He who knows what is best for us,

and loves us far better than any earthly friend can love another,

would give you such length of days, and such enjoyment therein

as will make you most useful here, and most blessed hereafter.

New Year's morning ! Although it be only an arbitrary distinc-

tion thit makes this day more important than any other of the

year, for each day is the point of "confluence of two eternities,"

yet consent has erected it into a sort of elevation to look back over

the past, so rapidly fading from view, and to strain our weak eyes

into the unknown future. How little we can know of the one,

and how feebly we estimate the importance of the other !

Although I always look forward to the New Year with some
such feelings as these, yet it always takes me by surprise, and I

find it difficult in looking back to the last one to realize the events

that have occurred and passed away. How many events must
have occurred in your larger circle of friends. Here, few as are

those I know, yet 1 find strange alterations in the last year. A
fellow-passenger in the Huntress (Mr. King) died, and was buried

in the Red Sea. One of my warmest friends, Mrs. Sword, has
been called home. She was always exceedingly afraid to die, and
yet when called av/ay, though fully sensible of it, fear had entirely

departed, and peace reigned. It makes me feel descdate sometimes
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to think of such friends departing-, and she is not the only one
whom tlie last year has removed me from, though the others are

not dead, but only farther olf, and to remember again that I am a
stranger in the earth ; but then it is pleasant, too, for the separa-

tion is but temporary. I have no patience with those stoics who
maintain that we shall not know our friends in heaven. Certain-

ly the Spirit of Christ alone would fill om* cup of joy even to over-

flowing, but why should not those who in tears and t(?mplations

and prayers served him hero, and encouraged each oilier in the

upward course, rejoice witli joy unspeakable together (here? We
shall remember the way by which we were led through ibis '-great

and terrible wilderness," and shall we forget the kind words
spoken, the cup of water, the lock of affection and encouragement
more eloquent than words, and more soothing than the sweetest

harmony ) I do not believe it. Christ said to his disciples that

those who had '-continued with him in his temptations," should

sit with him in his glory, and if we hold coiunmnion with Him in

this respect, why not with one another? We shall liave bodies

as well as souls in heaven, "spiritual" it is true, but "bodies"

still; we shall have human airections, too, freed from all sin
; and

if such affections form our sweetest and most satisfying solace

here, what will they be there? But I did not mean to write all

this, for I was thinking of otber things when I conmienced.

Here I am, after voyaging and tossing about again on the rough

sea. I am now settled down in the field I have long been looking

to. I have made some little progress in the language, and begin

to feel at home among the people; but shall I remain here? 1

do not know why it is, but I seem constantly to have a voice say-

ing, "Arise, this is not your rest!" Nor should I be surprised at

any time to receive an order to depart. Yet as such feelings are

not the rule by which we are to be guided, I endeavor to work on
as if this were to be my earthly home ; and be my abode long or

short, to be in readiness when He comes, vv^hose coming will not

tarry.

My teacber has just come in, and knovring that this is our new
year, he has been cogitating a salutation for me, v/hich was as

follows. Seen sang, shangte pongdzooe ne taou teendong cheaw.

"Sir, may God assist you and enable you to arrive at heaven!"

I was not a little surprised and gratified too. for I never heard him
utter such a sentiment before. Oh that the v\ish. which in

politeness he made for me, were fulfilled in reality to him ! If he

were but a Christian, or if I might but see him one, it seems to

me I should almost be ready to depart in peace; for his talents

and acquirements are such, that if tliey were sanctified they would

be invaluable. But alas, he is proud of his learning, temporizing

in his policy, and averse to know the plague of his own heart.

The doctrine of human depravity, he cannot away with
;

it is a

very abomination to him, and after all the instructions he has re-

ceived, if he r«^pents not. how nuich greater will be hi;- condemna-

23 '
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tion. I fear we shall prove a "savor of death unto death," to

more than we shall be the means of saving, in this land. . . .

Believe me, as ever, yours in kind remembrances,
And sincere affection, W. M. Lowrie.

Ningpo, January 17th, 1846.

My Dear Mother—
It is Saturday night, and thougli I might doubtless find some

Chinese study to occupy me during the hours that remain before

bed-time, yet I have an idea that a letter to you would be quite as

agreeable to myself, and more acceptable to you. I have been
moving this week, and now feel pretty well settled in my new
abode, having to-day done nearly all 1 intend, for the purpose of

making it comfortable. On Monday it will be four years since I

left home, and this is the first week since then that I have been in

a house I could, properly speaking, call my own. Even here, I

am only in "my own hired house," but I hope it will be "two full

years" at least before I have to leave it. While in Macao and
elsewhere, I have scarcely know^n from one month's end to another,

where I should be in two months more. So you may think I

begin to feel somewhat "settled."

Would you like a description of my house? Here it is. It is

situated in the "Howse," or back street, between the Salt Gate
and the East Gate, and within four minutes' walk of the busiest

part of the city. The street itself has few shops, but it is a great

thoroughfare. The house is separated from the east wall only by
a narrow lane, and by the aid of a pile of rubbish close by, I can
get up on the wall without difficulty. It looks toward the south-

west, or rather west-south-west. But please inspect this plan of

the house, which will give you a better idea of it.

This is the ground
floor. Entering by the

great door, is the front

court, stone paved, about
thirty bv fifteen feet.

Nos. 1 and 2 are small

chambers, perhaps ten

by eight, wiiich I have
no particular use for.

Nos. 3 and 7 are pas-

sage ways, in each of

which is a stair-case to

This wall is about nine feet high.



LETTERS. 355

1. ^c



356 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

rats were dancing- a jig on my bnd-room floor. I dare say, if you
would send me half a dozen igood rat-traps, I could dispose of them
all, for I am not the only sulferer ; hut do send me two, and I will

send you the first pretty vase I can find. I hope father will not

laugh at all this. . . .

Ever affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ning'po^ February 3d, 1846.

Rev. Levi Janvier—
Dear Brother :—Your very welcome letter of March and

April reached me September 9, in the midst of our annual meeting

here. I liad not intended to defer writing so long, but being sec-

retary, and having to copy all the minutes twMce, write the annual
report, and a copy of it, the circular of the mission, and other

things besides, I have had httle time or inclination for any corres-

pondence that I could at all postpone. I wish I had some way of

diminishing my correspondence, for it forms a pretty serious part

of my work here. I do not mean with you, and such as you, for

that is a relaxation and a pleasure ; but I am sometimes quite as-

tonished to find how much time is taken in writing to persons of

whom I know little or nothing. I find a hundred copies of the

circular of the mission not more than sufficient for my wants.

Why do I have so many ? you will say. Because I cannot help

it. Some I do not want to give up ; some do not want me to give

them up; and to some I can do a little good by Avriting, and per-

haps exert some good influence on them. But enough of this.

I was very sorry to hear of the death of your little boy. I saw
it, I think, in the Friend of India, before you wrote. I trust your
little girl is still spared to you. As to myself, I am still enjoying

the blessedness of single life, having a whole house to " Fanny"
(my dog) and myself, with tw^o Chinese servants, who speak not

a word of English, and not another foreigner within a mile of me,
and often for a day or two, or more, not seeing the face of one.

But with all these advantages, I am making but poor progress in

this language. I am hoping, w^ithin the present year, to be able

to commence preaching. You, I suppose, are quite fluent by this

time, in your new tongue, as you talk about "preaching." How^-
ever, I should have been preaching before now, had I all the time
since coming to China enjoyed half the advantages for learning the

language that I do now.

The weather here is real winter. For twelve days in succes-

sion, we had ice every night more than an inch thick. We have
had two or three light falls of snow, and a fire is very comfortable,

and I suppose will be so for two months yet. The lowest we have
had the thermometer has been 20°, but it generally ranges from
35° to 44° or 46°. I have not seen it above the latter point for

more than two months, except in the middle of the sunshiny days.
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.... Did you ever examine 2 Cor. ii. 14—17? I preached on it

yesterday, and it is a very solemn and almost avvl'ul suljtject, full

of consolation, and yet full of terror. Since writing to you last, I.

have adopted many of the millcnaiian views, in regard to the sec-

ond advent of Christ, return of the Jews, vfcc, and they seem to

make many things in the history of missions that were dark be-

fore, much more plain and encouraging. 1 fuid nmch satisfaction

in them, and ofiendong ijw.vprcsslblij for the '• coming and ajjpear-

ing" of our Lord. Oh, to be found doing his work when he comes,
and not idling in the field to which he has sent me ! With my
Christian regards to your wife and associates, believe me,

Ever yours in the ii'ospel and the ministry of Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, February 22d, 18 iG.

My Dear Father—
Your very welcome letter of August 4, came to hand January

26. The other articles sent at the same time, have not yet been
received. I am exceedingly grateful to you for the copy of the
" Exploring Expedition." 1 had been longing for a copy, and had
it at my iinger's end to send for it several times, but 1 was really

ashamed to do so. I have received so many things from you and
others, that it seems as if I ought not to get any more. Indeed, I

often think I fare far belter even in temporal things, than if I had
stayed at home, and the load of obligations to my heavenly Father
is often almost greater than I can bear. A sense of my ovrn un-
profitableness and uselessness, while receiving so many mercies,

has made me feel very unhappv-
In learning to read this diincuit language, I am getting on tol-

erably well—a multitude of petty occupations, connected with the

press, correcting font of type, accounts, &c., keeps me from giving

much time to composition.

I commenced a Chinese letter to you on my birthday, the 8ih

inst., but found it so hard that I gave it over, after a sentence or

two, and have not since h'ad time to resume it. However, I will

try and send you one soon.

I have read carefully your renjarks on Millenarianism, and the

article in the Chronicle, in which there ismuch that I beheve, and
some things from which I might differ. 1 think the expression

avpxeleuxv jou umipov a very diiferent one from ie\og tov xoauiov, and

it is a mystery to me how our going to the Lord at death, can be

equivalent to his -'coming to us," which he commands us to watch

for. The fact that there is such a remarkable difference between

the phraseology of the New Testament, and the phraseology of

Christians, strikes me as very strange. Christ and tlie apostles

constantly exhort to prepare, to watch for the coming of the Lord;

but most people say, "watch for the coming of death." I do not

think these two are the same thing. I have looked death in the
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face, and by the great grace of Christ, could do so without fear;

but I could not say to death what we are taught to say to Christ,
" Come Lord Jesus, come quickly."

I have no doubt, that until the awT&Xem zou uiutfov, the present

means, and only the present means for the conversion of sinners,

are to be used. I think he would do very wrong who would say,

that " The world will not be converted by these means, and there-

fore we need not use them," for though I do not expect the world

to be converted during tjie present dispensation, by such means,
yet I do expect that all the elect, be they few or many, will, by
the foolishness of preaching, be saved. The elect, too, during the

present dispensation, are scattered throughout the known world,

and millenarianism, as I have embraced it, makes it peculiarly the

duty of the church to go throughout the world and carry the gos-

pel, for until the gospel is preached unto all nations, the millenium
cannot come. What means shall be used after the coming of

Christ, I do not pretend to say. They may be the present means,
though that does not seem to be clearly revealed. But if they are

the present means, there must be a power and efficiency given to

thejn, such as was not witnessed even on the day of pentecost

;

otherwise, I do not see how the promises are to be fulfilled. Still

I do not pretend to make my weak vision the measure of omnip-
otence.

I do not think there will ever be any revelation from God sub-

verting the present Bible, but I do not see what there is in the

Bible saying that no further revelation will be given, or why we
may not expect a revelation as much in advance of the Christian

as the Christian is in advance of the Levitical. Certainly, when
" the people are all righteous," when " there are none to hurt or

destroy in all the holy mountain," it would sound strange to hear

a sermon on the text, " Broad is the gate, many go in thereat

;

strait is the way, few walk therein :" (I only quote the sense.)

When " Kings are nursing fathers, queens nursing mothers, and
great the peace of thy people," although it will be profitable to look

back to the times of trial, yet it can hardly be said, that " all that

will live godly shall suffer persecution." When Satan is " bound,"
even if only a figurative binding, he can hardly be said to " go
about as a roaring lion." Nov/ the greater part of the New Tes-
tament is intended for times of trial, just as the greater part of

the books of Moses was intended for the land of Palestine. Will
It be appropriate when " the wilderness shall rejoice and blossom
as the rose ?" But 1 did not mean to write all this. However
much in error you may deem me on some points, do not think me
in error on the grand ones of human depravity, the atonement of

Clirist, and the influences of the Spirit. These must always re-

main the same, whatever ditTerences there may be in the external

means by which they are regulated. It is to me a very pleasant

thought, that Christ shall reign in honor where he was crucified

in ignominy and scorn
;
that this fair and beautiful earth shall be
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redeemed
;
and that we may reasonably look for liis glorious ap-

pearing soon to take to iiim his great power and reign. How
soon, I do not pretend to say ; but it is my daily prayer, that if

you and I live to see it, we may each be found watcliing for him
in the sphere he has appointed, so that if he cometh we may be
ready. You will ask, " Why do T trouble myself with these new
notions ? Why is not the old belief, (though it is not the old be-

lief,) about our going to Him, good enough ?" It would be good
enough, and far too good, for such a creature as I feel myself to

be, and if it be the truth of Scripture, I am most heartily willing

to receive it ; but with such light as I have, after much prayer
and searching of the Scriptures, it does not seem to me to be all

that is promised. I should be most thankful to pick the crumbs,
but if called aud commanded to the feast, it does not seem to be
humility or obedience to turn away.
But I will stop now. Pray for me, that I may not embrace or

teach error, even on points not essential to salvation. With many
affectionate remembrances,

I am, as ever, your dutiful son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, March 6th, 1846.

Rev. Daniel Wells—
My Dear Brother :—The news you sent me from ]\[r. Ja-

cobus' church was deeply gratifying. Since the novelty of mission-

ary life has worn off, I have learned to prize more highly the

prayers of God's people at home. If those good people could but
see a little of a missionary's heart, and the crowd of thouglits that

pass there, they would think these prayers might be of much
service. When one's own corruptions fill his heart with sorrow;
when, amidst all his efforts at a strange language, he finds him-
self making but slow progress; when he finds the people utterly

dead to all his warnings, and intent only on gain
; when he sees

the laborers few, and the field so great, and occupied by those who
are sowing tares—O, wonder not if he asks almost despairingly,
" Can these dry bones live ?" Lord God, thou knowest ! It does

not require many months' experience among the heathen to be
satisfied, that it is "not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit

of the Lord," tbat our work is to become successful

Ever yours in Christian affection,

W. M. Lowrie.

Ningpo, April 21st, 1816.

Rev. John Lloyd—
My Dear Brother :—It is now near four months since I

wrote to you, but you will believe me wlien I say, that if I have
not written I have at least not forgotten you, and often try to
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remember you, where I trust you remember me, at a throne of

grace. I could give you the usual striug of apologies
; Chinese,

reading proofs, keeping accounts, answering letters
;
but I fear if

I did so, it would make you think I was doing a great deal, when
in fact weeks pass away and I seem to have done nothing, to

have really jnade no progress, and have to cry out for mercy to

the unprofitable servant. How would Calvin, or men of half his

mind, smile at the idea of all I do being called work ! I fancy

that hundreds of men do as much before breakfast as I do in a

whole day. I fmd it a very serious drawback in my study and
acquirement of the language, tliat so much of the best part of

my missionary life was spent where the dialect I was studying

was not spoken. Although I know more of books than any
other here, yet McCartee speaks incomparably better than I do,

and both Calbcrtson and Loomis will probably be preaching be-

fore me. What in the world should I do among the " tones" of

your delightful dialect? I fancy I should be among them like a

certain Presbyterian clergyman, who attempted to conduct the

Episcopal service once, and had it reported of him afterwards

that " he wandered up and down among the prayers, like a blind

man among the tombs."

This reminds me that in your last you speak of our having no
tones in this dialect. This is to a great extent, but not entirely,

the case. The tones are necessary in some words; but generally

speaking, if you get the idiomatic expression, you need not bother

your head about the tones; and none of us pay any theoretical

attention whatever to their acquisition. It is a pretty good proof

of their not being necessary, that the Fuhkeen men, of whom
there are many here, cannot learn to speak this dialect well.

The remark is often made that " you foreigners speak Ningpo
dialect better than the Fuhkeen people;" and imperfect as m}^

acquirements are in speaking, I have been told a dozen times that

I pronounce better than the Fuhkeen men. If I could only get

among the people, and not see a book or a foreigner for six

months or a year, I think there would be some hopes; and I

often half wish some person would run away with me, and keep
me captive" for a while, for otherwise I do not see how I am to

get awa3^ Well, all this is egotisjii, and much of it is nonsense

;

but I beg you to receive it as a proof how much I care for you,

that I let you see such effusions, and how much I do not care for

you, or I would not let you see them.

I have just been interrupted by a long talk from a couple of

Chinese, who talked so fast that the words came out like a mill-

stream, and all I could do was to gather the drift of the discourse

and let the particular words vanish into thin air. I wish I could talk

as much as I can understand ! But patience, perseverance, and
prayer ! Oh to be kept from growing weary or careless in God's

work. I did not feel afraid of this in the first year or two ; but

now" it requires much Vv^atchfulness and prayer, lest I become

i
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weary or discouraged. You have much reason for thankfuhiess
that you got to your field so soon, and have not quite so many
letters to write, as I had during my fust tv*'o years; hut I ought
not to complain of them, for it was my appointed work, since tlie

providence of God repeatedly prevented mo from (aking any other
course, and perhaps it was the best on the whole. But as I look over
my past life, and especially that part spent in missionary ground,
I have to pray, "pardon the unprofitable, erring, sinful servant !"

It is so late, having been so interrupted by the conversation
above referred to, that I must close my sheet for the night, hoping
to be able to finish to-morrow, though I know not when a letter

can be sent froiu here. If the overland route answers, we will

try and send in that way.
I think Mr. Smith has led you into a mistake, on the point of

the " two dialects." As far as I know, in all parts of China, the

written and the colloquial dialects differ so widely as to be really

two languages. This is the case here, for Ningpo colloquial can-
not be written with Chinese characters. True, many words,
perhaps one-half, are the same in the two ; but you never can
tell from seeing a character in a book whether it can be used in

speaking, unless 3^our teacher tells you. Jin is spoken nying

;

iirh tz is spoken 'ny tz ; chay-Jx-o is spoken klhko, while Joo-tsze

which is book Mandarin, and ckay-yang which is colloquial

Mandarin, meaning, " so fashion," or " in this way," in one dia-

lect is sz^-ka-go, which cannot be written at all, i. e., has no
characters to express it ; though characters might be arbitrarily

employed, which would give the sound. This is the case with
hundreds of words in common use.

I was both pleased and suiprised to hear how much missionary
work is done in Amoy. Vfould that we could report the half of

it here ! But except tract distributing, at which we all do a little,

there is no preaching excepting by Dr. McCartee, who has a service

every Saljbath, and talks to the people frequently during the

week. I have tried once or twice, but, like the man who tried to

swim before he had been in the water, succeeded so poorly, that I

feel afraid to try again. I conduct service with my servants

morning and evening, and hope I shall soon be able to set up a
meeting which might be called "a parish meeting," i. e., not a
regular preaching service, but a preparatory one, which will pre-

pare me for preaching. I have been mucli thrown back by not

having been able to get a teacher on whom I could depend for

giving me the colloquial expressions. The one I had for nine

months after coming was a capital scholar, but proud, disobliging,

or rather unobliging, and took no interest in anything of the

kind. After bearing with him till I could bear no longer, I turned

him off and got another, who was so stupid that I kept him only

a month. Yesterday I got a new one, and he has taken such
"strong hold" as ([uite astonishes me. "A new broom sweeps
clean ;" but this man is a scholar, appears to be a gentleman, is
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quite obliging, lively, patient, apt to teach, and on two days' ac-

quaintance 1 am greatly pleased. I hope he will hold out, but I

greatly fear. If he does well, and if he becomes a Christian, Oh,

how I should rejoice ! With a good teacher, who was a real

Christian, I think I might be of very much more use than I am
now.
You speak of "feeling as safe as if in New York or Philadel-

phia." I feel the same here. I live a mile from any foreigner, -

and have frequently walked two miles through the city after eight

or nine o'clock, p. m., \vithout a lantern or any company, with less

apprehension than I would go through many parts of New York
city. The people here are generally very well behaved, and very

civil.

As to mandarins, we see none of them
;
we do not visit them,

and are not visited by them. The Eiiglish consul has discour-

aged visiting, and foreigners, except officers, seldom go near them.

There is a white-buttoned one whom Dr. McOartee and I have

called on, and been called on by ; and last year we had frequent

calls from travelling mandarins with gilt and white buttons, who
came to see the strangers ;

but of late I have seen none, and do

not feel any anxiety to meet them. You get in witli tliem at

Amoy, because of the important fact that Abeel and Boone and

Cummings have had to act as interpreters, when there were none

but missionaries to interpret, and as the mandarins of course know
of no difference between you and others, they keep up the acquain-

tance.

We are all moving on very quietly and pleasantly. The weather

is getting pleasantly warm, but even yet I like to sit Avith my fur

coat on in the mornings and evenings, and have as yet laid aside

neither flannels nor woollen stockings. It has rained almost

every day this month, and in consequence of so much rain now,

and the probabihty of very little next month, when it will be much
wanted, fears of a scarcity of rice prevail, and it is already rising

in price. As to ships, there has not been one here, except men
of war, since last August. I do not know how we are to get our

funds after Chusan is given up. Our letters we shall manage to

get overland from Shanghai.
We have bought a bnrying-ground here, about one hundred

feet by fifty, for fifty dollars. Abraham's first possession in the

land where he w^as a stranger, was a burying-ground.

Your brother in Christ.

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, July 9th, 1846.

My Dear Father—
Your two most acceptable letters of November, 1845, and Febru-

ary, 1846, came, one in the end of May, and the other to-day. I

cannot tell you how much I am obliged for your good long letters :
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the journals of your trips to Washington and to Albany, were
dee|3ly interesting. I wish I could give you an account of half as

much done by myself, but all my performances seem to me of

small account. Here is a specimen of to-day's employment. Rose
before six. Our nights are warm, and following on warmer days,

I do not derive the refreshment from them that I could wish.

After breakfast and prayers, went over the river to see after the

printing office, got a proof to correct, and came back
; it was ten

o'clock wlien I got home, and thermometer then at 90°
; sat down

with my teacher and went over Acts xvii., on which he wrote
comments by my explanations. Then read some in Mencius, and
looked over some points in Chinese history, and some notices of

two or three of their sages. By this time it was one o'clock, and
the tbermometer had risen to 98° in my coolest room. I was
pretty well tired, and told my teacher that was enough for to-day;

came up stairs, corrected the proof for the press, and fmislied the

first draught of a letter, one of a series which 1 am preparing for

the Foreign Missionary. This and dinner kept me till three

o'clock; all this time tbe thermometer at blood heat; and though
a pleasant breeze blowing, yet coming in at times as if out of a
furnace. I have never known such w^arm weather since I have
been in China, and iU so relaxes the whole system, that a very

little labor is quite sufficient to lay a man by. At three I felt so

tired that I lay down, and between reading a little and dozing,

whiled away tbe time till five
; then got up, found it a little cooler,

sat in the breeze and read an account of the synod of Dort till six.

Went out then for a walk
;
went through a number of streets,

and found everybody out of doors, men all half naked, and many
of the children entirely so, and the heat given out from the stones

and houses so great as to be very oppressive. This, and the foul

odors arising from the filth common to every Chinese city, were
such that I was glad to get on the city wall, and turn my steps

homeward. Somewhat of a breeze on the wall, and getting to

m}^ own house about sunset, I sat down to enjoy it. Presently a

man came along and seemed anxious to say soinething ; so he
asked if I would take a smoke? I told him, no, I did not smoke,

and asked him to sit down. Then he asked how old I was?
Where I came from? Where I lived? (fcc, (fee. By this time

others came, one, two, five, ten, and soon there were about fifty

persons collected to see and hear the Hungnan-nying, (Red-haired

man, as they call all Englishmen.) Asked a good many ques-

tions, and in the course of the talk, gave me an opportunity of

saying several things very pointedly about the folly of idolatry,

the importance of attending to one's soul, and the way of salva-

tion through Christ. Speaking of Jesus, one of the men remarked

that he supposed Jesus was much such a person as Confucius.

"No, Confucius was only a man, but Christ was far superior to

men." Was listened to with as much attention and interest as I

have been at any time, and found it gave me some access to them.
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when they found that I had read ami coiikl give the sense of their

own books. There was one man there from Shantung, but I

could understand ver\^ little of what he said. He seemed, how-

ever, to have no difficulty in understanding all I said, and seemed

much interested. Gave away some tracts
;
gave a co}3y of "The

Two Friends," to one whose appearance had pleased me. He
looked at it and asked if all 1 had were alike, and begged for a

copy of another kind. Came away, ail of them giving me a

heaviy good-bf/, and one or two joining their hands and thanking

me for the books and doctrine. Came back home, got my tea, and
set down to this letter, which I suppose will take all the rest of the

evening. The thermometer is now down to 91°. I. am sitting

in a thm grass cloth suit, and feeling comparative!}^ comfortable

after the hot day.

In some of my previous letters, I have probably given you to

understand that I was much discouraged about learning to speak

this language. This arose in a measure from the unfaithfulness of

a teacher whom I employed after coming here. For a while I

learned a good deal, and as he was a capital scholar, I wanted to

keep him. But after being with me a few months he found out

what words I knew, and would use no others, so that during the

last four months 1 had h.im, I scarcely learned a new phrase. I

disliked to turn him off, because in some things he suited me ad-

mirably, being good at explaining the classics, and besides he was
poor: but at last I could endure it no longer. It was then some
two months before I could get a good teacher. If I could go
about as some others can, I should be less dependent on a teacher,

but my disposition does not lead me to delight in promiscuous

company; and somehow I have the knack of getting a large

share of the writing, book-keeping, proof correcting, &c., of the

mission into my hands, which gives me less time than I could

wish for visiting and going about. However, I have been favored

in getting a first-rate teacher, and have gained so much in the

last two months as quite encourages me ; and it is my present

expectation, (Deo volente,) to commence a regular religious service

in Chinese when the warm weather is over. I might do it now,
but prefer not undertaking what w^ould necessarily require a good
deal of labor in preparation, until the present oppressive season is

past, and in the mean time, go about a little and talk as I did to-

night, wliich is a help in perfecting my pronunciation, and en-

abling me to speak without embarrassment. In the course of the

present year, I Iiope we shall have several of our number actively

employed in preacliing.

... I quite agree witli you in the general principle, that a wife

should not always take her husband home. Still in many cases,

a wife cannot go alone. Dr. and Mrs. H
,
(of the L. M. S.,)

went home last year on account of her health, and she died be-

fore she got to England. Mrs. J. S
, went without her hus-

band, and took her children, (five or six, one very young;) she
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died on the voyae^e. I have not lieard liow the children c^ot home.
It is this that makes it so difficult for a woman to <ro alorje. Few
missionaries hav^e left China of late for their health, till they were
well nig-h broken down, and it requires no small resoluiion to send

OiT a sick wife on a long voyage, especially if she have children

to take care of What is to be done? For a while I was tempted
to wnsh that missionaries could live without wives; but after more
experience and reflection, I am satisfied that all men cannot re-

ceive this saying. Even if unmarried men could he contented

and happy, yet there are other, and serious objections. I have
seen more than one or two cases in which I thought the bachelor

missionary, merry and cheerful as he professed to be, would have
been not simply a happier man, but a more humane, thoughtful,

sober, useful missionary, and a far better example to the heathen,

if he had been married ;
and where example is of such vital im-

portance as it is here, whatever conduces to render it better, is not

to be overlooked

Your affectionate and obedient son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, August 10th, 1846.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Dear Brother :— . . . I heard of Mr. Dod's death, but had

not heard of Mrs. P.'s. How many gaps there are already in the cir-

cle of m}' acquaintances at home ! You will not perceive it so

much as you are constantly making new ones, but mine arc only

decreasing : so be it. " I am a stranger in the earth,'' and never

so happy as when I feel it most.

This has been an oppressingly hot summer. I will send you a

notice of it soon. I doubt whether you saw the equal of it in In-

dia. For days together we have had the thermometer up to 100°.

hut most providentially, it always fell 12° or 14° at night. June,

July, and the first w^eek of this month were roasters ; but the worst

is over now, and it felt quite delicious to-day when the thermome-
ter got up only to 88^^°. Then we have had a drought all sum-

mer
;
rumors of poisoning ; alarms of evil spirits, and an earth-

quake, a veritable earthquake, which shook the houses right mer-

rdy, and wakened every man, w^oman and child in INingpo. Such

screaming ! and beating of gongs ! and firing of crackers ! I will

send you accounts of all these presently. I have them all in my
journal. The earthquake was on the 4lh instant, about three

o'clock, A. M. It did no liarm, but it frightened the peoj)le terribly,

especiallv as they WH're then imder extreme alnrm, from a panic

occasioned by the belief that there are thousands of evil spirits bent

on mischief in the city. With all the melancholy arising from

seeing them so wholly given up to such superstition, it is yet most

ludicrous to see what tales they can invent. The panic is dying

away now, but when vre found the people giving credence to such
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tales, we began to fear that evil might come out of it. There is

no joke in it, however, for Mr. and Mrs. Loomis have just come
over from Chusan, not being allowed to remain there, and can get

no house here, on account of the panic and fear of evil spirits,

which are supposed to have some connection with foreigners. . . .

Pray for me, and believe me ever,

Your affectionate brother, W. M. Lowrie.

Ningpo, August 13th, 1846.

My Dear Mother—
Your long letter, February 11, came July 29, about a month af-

ter some letters sent in the same ship, which I received before

yours. I need not say how glad I was to get it. . . .

So many changes have occurred among my acquaintances in

New York, that I should feel quite like a stranger there. . . lean
hardly reahze that I am already in my twenty-eighth year. When
shall I grow to the stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus ?

Sometimes I feel lonely
;
sometimes long for a bosom Christian

friend
;
sometimes long for the wings of a dove to fly away ; and

then again, oh how cold, and dark, and dead. It seems to me the

longer I live the less I know or do, and the harder and worse I be-

come, so that I feel ashamed to get the kind letters that are sent

me from home, and almost hope you will not send any more books,

or papers, or remembrances, that seem almost thrown away on one
so worthless as I am. I seem to be getting selfish of late, and it

often distresses me. Perhaps you will say, " all this is but depres-
sion of spirits." Perhaps it is, and as I become stronger with the
returning cold weather, and can do more, it may go away. . .

Good night, and much love to all.

W. M. Lowrie.

Ningpo, August 26th, 1846.
My Dear Father—
.... Our excessive hot weather is now over, and though the

days are sometimes warm, the nights are delightful, and we are
all in the enjoyment of excellent health. My appetite and strength
are returning rapidly, and the summer, notwithstanding my fears

in June, has been the most comfortable I have spent in China. I

have not done much for two months past, however, for it is really too
much labor to study or work with the thermometer at blood heat.

Of late, I have been busily engaged in collating notes and quo-
tations, on the proper word for expressing the name of the Su-
preme Being, in Chinese. The weight of authority, i. e., most of
the most learned missionaries, have given their influence in favor
of using Sliang-te, but many others dislike the term exceedingly,
as being the proper name of the chief Chinesp god ; and when we
use it, the people at once say, " oh yes, that's our Shang-te." I
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have satisfied myself pretty well that tShin is the proper word to

use. ... If this word is adopted, it will then become almost neces-

sary to use the word Poo sd in collocjuial, thouij^h many have taken

up a strange prejudice against the word, as if it meant an idol, and

was a contemptuous or dishonorable term. Nothing can be njore

contrary to the fact, and I have found myself in my ellorts to talk

to the people, almost compelled to use it, there being no other term

in the language which expresses so well and so intelligibly, what
we mean by God. It is a little troublesome in preparing articles

of this kind, not to have the proper books at hand for reference.

My library is, I believe, the best in Ningpo, (unless Mr. T
has a better, which I doubt.) but I found it cpiite insufficient for

my wants, as I know of several books which would have materially

helped me, but had them not.

Everything goes on very pleasantly and harmoniously in the mis-

sion
;
but the great things, life, and vigor, and zeal, are lament-

ably wanting. How easy it is, even for the missionary, to seek for

pleasure in everything but in God. I am often cast down, and

sometimes deeply discouraged, to find in me so little love for my
Saviour, and so little disposition to active exertion. Instead of

coming nearer and nearer, and being more conformed to God, I

seem to be going farther and farther away. I trust that no one

else here is so low or so useless as I often feel myself to be. The
sense of my own worthlessness often makes me unwilling to send

for such things iti the way of books as I need, (and there is very

little else that I feel any want of,) and even unwilling to receive

all the kind presents and letters that are sent to me. Oh, for more

purity, and zeal, and love—to be like Christ. Do not cease to pray

for my spiritual well-being.

Believe me as ever, your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Niiigpo, September 3d, 1846.

My Dear Mother—
The clock has struck eleven, and I ought to be in bed, but I feel

as if I wanted to write to you, though I do not know that I have

nuich to say. I was writing a sermon this evening to preach on

the next Sabbath, for I still write sermons occasionally, and get-

ting it finished before eight o'clock, I was a little at a loss what to

do, for I did not feel like reading or studying after that. So 1 took

out a package containing the letters rec»Mved from fatiier and you,

during the first two years of my life in China. Getting interested,

I kept at them till nearly eleven o'clock, and then felt as if I

wanted to thank you more heartily than I had ever done for all

your affection, and sympathy, and kindness to me. 01 course I

could not read them all over, but I glanced over each, and read

parts of then), and many a tear fell as I recalled the scenes

through which I had passed, and your deep sympathies with me.
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It is good to weep sometimes, and 1 often wish I could weep
more over my own sinfulness and uselessness. It is nearly five

years since 1 have seen you ; sometimes I catch myself asking,
''•

Sliail I see you again ?" and then again, " l->ut liow is it possi-

ble ?" I was discouraged a few months ago, for fear I never

would learn this language, but for the last seven months 1 have

made such progress that I should be loath on any account to

leave this field of labor. I think now my prospects of acquiring a

pretty thorough and extensive knowledge of it are quite fair; and
if so, then here is iny field, and here would I gladly labor, and die,

or, if the Lord pleases, abide till he comes. It would be a sad

thing not to be at my post when he comes, though much I fear

that I sliall not stand before him without blusliing for my mani-

fold imperfections, and great iinprodtableness. Yet if I may be

of a little use here, it will abundantly repay me; and at present I

can conceive of scarcely anything tliat would be so painful as to

go back to tlie United States without an unmistakable call to do

so. It does seem to me as if I could not do it. How much of

this may be from a desire r.o pre-erve my reputation, I will not pre-

tend to say, but ajnong other motives, I trust that of preaching Christ

to these poor idolaters is not the least. How wretched is iheir

condition ! I stood at my u'indov*' the other day, and saw an idola-

trous procession goby, till my heart asked, "Oh, Lord, how long?"'

But I am vv-andering frou) niy purpose, which was more imme-
diately to tell you how I felt in recalling the trials and events of the

first few months of my life out in China. Somehow, they seem
to have happened much longer ago than is really the case. Most
of them seem to have occurred ten years ago; and I sometimes
think of them as if they had happened to another person. How
much goodness and mercy were mingled with them all. I was
mucli struck, too, in reading your letters, to notice how many that

I knew when with you are already dead : Miss P ,
Miss R

,

M T
,
II— Y , F , Miss H , and so many

others. Some that were careless then, are pious now. Changes,
breaking up, and settling down :—I am more at home here than I

should be in the United Sates.

I am commonly very happy, all but in one thing
; I have so little

grace. Pray for me. It is a hard thing to keep the flame of piety

burning bright when the sickening blasts of idolatry blow on the
soul, and there are few to speak of Christ. Oh for the time to

come when he will take to Himself his great power and reign. I

hope my Millenarianism will not oiTend you. I find unspeakable
comfort at times in thinking of his '-appearing," wilhng to labor

till he comes, but saying, "Lord Jesus, come quickly." What a
glorious time it will be ! He came once, and thougii he came to

suiTer and to die, yet even then the "groaning creation" was on
tip-toe to receive him. The winds heard his voice, the waves
became solid beneath his feet, the fish came at his command, the
tree shook down its leaves when he spoke. Good angels hovered
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near, and devils fled at his word. If all this happened when he
came to be "a servant," wliat will it be when he comes "to reign?"
and we shall reign with him. Yes, forever and ever. Now, you
believe all this, of course, as firmly as I do. though we may differ

as to the time. I think it may happen in our day, but it will
certainly happen some day. Oh to be accepted when he comes !

Who will tliink of labors, or trials, or sepaiations t!u;n ? '-So
shall we be ever with the TiOrd." It makes me wonder, how can
he condescend so low ? how is it possible we can be lifted up so
high ? But " fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleas-
ure to give you the kingdom." It is his ''good pleasure," and so
we shall have it. If it were our "good deeds," we might despair.

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

I do not write so much and so freely as I used to ; and I some-
times fear you may think I am forgetting, or losing my aiFection

for you
;
but it is not so. I have more to do than I used to have,

ihougli I do not seem to accomplisji much, and it is often of such
a kind as indisposes me for the free and easy letters I would like

to write. But nothiiig brings tears more easily to my eyes than to

recall past hours with you, and I sometimes seem to live them
over again. Well ! here is tlie last corner of tlie sheet, and though
I have not said much, yet it seems like a relief to say even this,

disjointed as it is. It is nearly midnight,—high noon with you.
How often is it so in life ! Bright noon and joy with one, and
perhaps his dearest friend at the same moment in midnight gloom,
but the Sun is still in his place, as bright and cheering as ever

;

and "when I awake, I am still with thee." I presume you know^
my meaning. I have not space to enlarge it, and so write here

Ever affectionately yours,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, September loth, 1846.
My Dear Father—

.... You will unite with us in thanksgiving, that we have
been permitted to receive a Chinese, a native of this place, into the
church. He was for a long time, eight or ten months, under
pretty constant instruction and examination, and gave us every
satisfaction before being admitted to the church. He is employed
by Miss Aldersey, who has been very faithful to him in teaching
him.

.... I got my head full of a notion of preparing a Dictionary
of the Four Books the other day, and ma} jierhaps try to make
something out of it. There is no existing dictionary by which a
Chinese student can read even the Four Books with satisfaction.

Morrison's is the best. My plan v/ould be to make a Dictionary,

1st. Of all the words in the Four Books, about 2500 : this would
be the great body of characters used in the language—Dyer's list

having only 3500. 2d. To give all the meanings of each word that
24
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occurs in the Four Books, which, as they are the foundation of

the Hterature of China, would be by much the greater part of the

important definitions needed. 3d. To give pretty full biographical

notices of all the persons, and notices also of the places mentioned

in the Four Books : this would give nearly everything that is

important in ancient Chinese history. The above is the better

half of what I have cut out. To do it, without interfering with

my more direct and more important missionary labors, would re-

quire between two and three years. Should this plan succeed, I

might afterwards try my hand at a more important and ambitious

elfort, i. e., a Dictionary of the language
;
but this is so vast an

undertaking, that at present I have little idea of trying it. The
Dictionary of the Four Books I think I can manage, and it would

be an important contribution towards a general dictionary. I

have not spoken of it to any one, and do not wish to do so, as

so many things may interfere, but I should be very glad to get all

the assistance possible in it, even if only for my own advance-

ment. I should like to get the translations published at Paris

and Berlin. I do not know where the money is to come from for

all these, but if you can manage to get them for me, or for the

mission, all the same, I should be very glad. I hope you will not

say 1 am engaged in any such work, for I am not yet so commit-

ted to it that I feel myself bound to continue it, even to myself;

and if I did commence it, I would not want it known, till I was
in a situation not to fear the reproach of beginning without count-

ing the cost.

I have been a good deal encouraged of late in my hopes of

learning the language, and if God spares my life, and gives me
health, I think there is a reasonable prospect of my becoming a

tolerably thorough scholar. My early education, for which, under
God, I am most indebted to you, gives me some qualifications for

it, which, I trust it is not vanity alone tells me, are not possessed

by all those who have gone before me to this field

Ever your affectionate son, W. M. Lowrie.

Ningpo, December 9th, 1846.

James I.enox, Esq..—
My Dear Sir :—Your letter of April 20th has been lying by

me for some three months, a longer period than usually elapses

before I answer letters
; but my time has been much occupied

with waiting appointed me by the mission, and with the prepara-
tion of my weekly Chinese discourses, which take much of the
time that I once gave to correspondents.

I am exceedingly obliged for your kindness in regard to the
books. On several occasions we have been very glad to have
some at hand ;

and I have no doubt they have been a means of

doing good, by being put in the hands of persons who would other-

wise have had few or no religious books near them.



LETTERS. 371

I do not think the books for the bhnd would be of service here.
They are, of course, in the Enghsh language, and it could hardly
be considered a profitable employment for us to turn from the
multitudes around us, and spend time in teaching a few blind
persons to read a strange language. One or two at eacli statioii,

as a curiosity, and to show the Chinese the comprehensive benev-
olence of Christian society, which regards even the dumb and the
blind, would doubtless be interesting. My teacher was exceed-
ingly astonished the other day, when I showed him a hynni for

the blind, which I happened to have, in raised letters. The idea
had never occurred to him before. I fear it would be impossible
to adapt it to the Chinese language. Even with " the skin burnt
off," the fingers could not appreciate the fine lines of our many
thousands of characters. They are trying enough even to the
eyes.

I have been trying to teach my teacher lessons in music, partly
with a view of finding thereby what are their ideas of music

; but the
experiment has not been very successful, partly, no doubt, because
I know so little of music myself I wish, (when will wishes end ?)

that we had some missionaries here, who were adepts in musical
composition, to study the nature of Chinese music, improve it, and
compose tunes suited to Chinese poetry. It seems to me rather
incongruous to tack Ortonvilie, Old Hundred, (fcc, tunes composed
for English words, to Chinese poetry. In Luther's judgment,
music composed for Latin poems was unsuited to German verse

;

and if so, foreign music must be still more unfit for Chinese verse.

But I feel at present comparatively little interest in singing Chi-
nese poetry, from the fact that it is so utteily unintelligible to the

mass of the people. This language, I mean as written, is one of

the greatest possible barriers to the spread of the gospel here. I

may be mistaken, but to me the conclusion seems irresistible, that

till a change as great as that which came over the languages of

Europe at the Reformation, comes over this language, it will be
unfit for the extensive dissemination of truth among the mass of

the people ;—I mean, of course, the written language. We can
now preach the gospel in the spoken language ; but the spoken
language is not a written language ; and thus, as far as the mass
of the people are concerned, we have no means of reaching them,
except by the living preacher, or such of their own educated peo-

ple as may feel interest enough in our books to explain them to

the people. Why not write the spoken language ? It may be

done, but not in a day, nor in a year. I hope to see a beginning

made in my day, but it must come gradually, and against strong

opposition and contempt from the literati of the country. We
think of preparing some books, or rather sheet tracts, in tlie col-

loquial language of this province ; and, as a means of making
them attractive, in spite of the contempt of the people for what
seems to them so low, we want to have them illustrated with pic-

tures. Pictures are like the corks which hold a man up in the
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water oftentimes ;
at least, many a book is read at home for the

sake of the pictures, and there is no reason why it should not be

so here ;
and we shall soon make an application to the Committee

to send us out a good supply of the pictures of birds, beasts, uten-

sils, and various figures, prepared by type-founders, which are pre-

cisely wliat we want; and I feel disposed to speak for your vote

in the Committee beforehand. Some might laugh at the idea of

sending such things to a mission-station ;
but really, a picture of

a steamboat, or raihoad car, with a suitable description, or pictures

of the costumes and customs of different countries, with short ac-

counts of them, would do more to arouse a spirit of inquiry, and

awaken the dormant mind of this people, than a person at home,

accustomed from infancy to such things, could well imagine.

Such a book as the New England Primer, well translated into the

colloquial dialects of this country, and with good pictures, would

be a national blessing. The book would be eagerly taken and

read for the sake of the pictures. It may be said, this is treating

the Chinese like children ;
but the fact is, the wisest of them are

ignorant of things which every child knows at home ;
and amidst

ail the diversity of talents which we require, and can employ here,

scarcely any is better than aptness to be an '- instructor of babes."

.... Much as the return of missionaries is deplored by our

friends at home, it can hardly be felt by you so much as it is by

us
;

its effects here are almost always more sensibly felt than at

home. Our little number diminished, men of experience taken

away, the remaining parties discouraged
;
the heathen, judging

from one, that all are equally uncertain to remain, and hence feel-

ing less interest in us ;
are only a part of the difficulties. But has

the question ever been fairly studied and looked at, at home 1 It

is felt that something is wrong, but who knows where to lay the

blame ? or where to apply the remedy ? A thought has often oc-

curred to me, which yet I feel some delicacy in expressing. The
difficulty, or one difficulty is, that the Church expects of the mis-

sionary what the mass of church-members would not do them-
selves. Now it is hard for the stream to rise higher than the foun-

tain ; and missionaries generally possess very little, if any more
piety than Christians at home. It does seem unreasonable for

those who stay at home, and know comparatively little of the

pains of separation from friends, of loneliness and isolation among
the heathen, to say to their missionaries, " Good brethren, go

;

and the blessing of God go with you. We will support you, and
pray for you, (?) and think of you, and read your letters ;

—

but

do not come back here. If you do, it must be at the risk of los-

ing much of your influence, and being thought to be tired of your
work, and you had better not come." Doubtless, many of the

best friends of missions would be far from using such language,
and yet if I am not mistaken, it is the feeling of the mass. It

is a serious question whether those who use such language, or

feel such sentiments, are entitled to use it ; or whether they should
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not first, pluck out the beam before they spy the mote. Now itstrikes me that it woukl be better to say, "Go brethren, and labor
faitlifully, and as long as you can. We will do our part. Wc donot expect, and we do not wish you, to forget your father landYou have the feelings of men and women, of sons and daucrhters
and It is natural and right, that you shoukl at times lolio- fo,'
Uiristian intercourse with t!ie great congregation, and the family
tireside. Should these feelmgs become strong in you we shall
not interfere with your once more visiting your aged parents • but
shall welcome you among your friends, and endeavor to fit' vou
to go forth again with renewed vigor to your work Onlv remember you are the Lord's, and may not needlessly or cKtiiiva-
gant y use his time, even for objects so sacred, as cultivatino- the
kindlier feelings of your hearts." Some such language as^this
expresses the teehng I would like to see among the chu'iches Mv
meaning is, that it ought to be understood and allowed, and inmany cases approved, that a missionary, after a certain time
should have the riglit to return home on a visit. The Churcii
ouoht not to require exile, as many seem disposed to do. 1 am
satisfied tliat to have it understood on all hands, that a man had
a right to see once more, those whom he cannot but lono- to see
would have no tendency to increase the number of returns home!
It would make most men and women better contented to stay and
labor ten years, if they felt that at the end of that time there
would be no obstacle to a visit home if desired. And a person
who had spent ten years in heathen land, would not, after that
want to leave it finally, if he had the smallest portion of true
missionary spirit. If he did, it would probably be better that he
should. It seems to me, that the prospect of a cheerful visit home
would encourage many a man to labor on, and to form his plans
tor life here, who might be appalled by the idea of a lifetime, unre-
lieved by any such prospect ; nor do I see how the mass of Chris-
tians can object to this, without either condemning themselves for
their own want of self-denial, or else requiring of their missionaries
to renounce many of the finest feelings of their nature.

In the English army in India, the olficers are allowed after ten
years' service, three years' furlough

; and after twenty years, to
retire finally. I should be sorry to see the latter regulation ap-
phed to our warfare; but at present it strikes me, that the priv-
ilege of a visit home, after every ten years of service, for a inuch
less period than three years, would be a saving both of meji and
money m the missionary cause. There are some who would not
embrace It; most persons probably would. It woidd make their
first ten years pass more pleasantlv away, and it would revive
them bodily, and mentally, aaid splrUuallf/Jov the next ten yedi's]
and at the end of twenty years, if they wanted to leave the mis-
sionary field it would probably be for sufficient reasons

Believe me, my dear sir, very truly yours, in Christian bonds,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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Ni7igpo, December Slst, 1846.

My Dear Father—
I have been writing my weekly Chinese sermon this evening;

and after writing rather more than half, finding that I had still

a spare hour before bed-time, I thought I could not do better than

spend it in a letter to yourself. I write a sermon in Chinese every

week ;
about eight pages ; not so large as a letter-paper sheet.

This I look over several times, especially on Sunday
;
put up a

notice on my doors, that in the afternoon there will be preaching

;

and open my doors shortly after dinner—say at half-past two. One
of my servants, or my teacher, stands at the door and invites pass-

ers-by to come in. The great difficulty is to get an audience to

begin with. My house is in a part of the city where there are not

many respectable residents near, but it is on a thoroughfare, with

many passers-by, and with any attraction there is no difficulty in

getting people to stop. I commonly commence as soon as there

are fiv^e or six present, and if the weather be at all fair, I am pretty

sure in five or ten minutes to have from fifteen to forty persons.

My discourses are extempore, i. e., I read my written sermon care-

fully, and then leaving it in my desk, go down stairs, and, as the

Scotch say, " overtake" as much of it as I can. It commonly
takes me twenty minutes to get through, but this is a strange

tongue, and to an audience not very attentive, is as fatiguing as a

sermon forty or fifty minutes long would be in a small church at

home. By the time 1 am done, it has several times happened that

the house and verandah were quite full ; and as people, seeing a

crowd, still keep coming in, I have several times, after giving

away a few books, and talking a little separately to a few persons,

got up and preached the same discourse right over to an entirely

new audience. In this way I have the opportunity of preaching

to from fifty to a hundred persons every Sabbath, and I expect

generally to adopt this course. After the discourse is over, I offer

a short prayer, all standing. As to my own fluency, perhaps the

less said the better; but I find these services, both in preparation

and in delivery, are not so appalling or difficult, as were my first

efforts at preaching at home
;
and this very polite people compli-

ment me exceedingly on speaking the language so well. It is not

at all uncommon to hear them say, " Why he speaks our language

with a full mouth! How can a foreigner learn to speak it so

well? Why, a Fuhkeen man would not speak so well in ten

years," 6cc. I think there can be no doubt that, difficult as this

dialect is, it is one of the easiest in China ; and were I less of a

recluse, or fonder of company, I might soon be a fluent speaker.

Dr. McCartee, who has more freedom of tongue than I have, talks

hke a native, and has a command of words quite unexampled in

a person who has been so short a time in China.

We are all talking of building now, but as yet no one has got

a place to build on. We find the present plan is Poo chung—
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"does not meet our wishe.^," as the Chinese say. The houses do
very well for a while, but they want so many repairs, and the rent

and repairs come to so much, that we begin to think building with
all its troubles better than renting.

The members of the mission are all in very good hcaltii. I

know of nothing of special interest among us. I am ordered by
the mission to write for a second printing press; but as the letter

will go overland, I suppose you will get it before this.

What is to be done about procuring Chinese books? I am now
beginning to be able to use a Chinese book, and want a library.

I have already two hundred volumes, (Chinese,) but my pocket is

empty now. Is there any appropriation for books? Hitherto I

have paid for all mine out of the money Mr. gave me, or

what I could save out of my own salary. But the former sum
was used up long ago, in buying elementary books, and a set of

the Chinese Repository, and 1 have now used up all of my salary

I can spare for the present year. To be sure, I shall not read all

I have got for many a year, but I shall want to refer to most of

them, and to others too, very soon. A good mission library would
obviate the necessity for any member of the mission buying a
number of works that would be contained in it ; but there are

others which each person should have for himself Hitherto none
of the books I have bought have been paid out of the mission

funds, and I should prefer not to get any with the mission money
if I can avoid it.

I still keep at preparing a dictionary of the Four Books, spend-

ing two or tlnee hours every day at it. It is a ver}^ pleasant recre-

ation, and I find it one of the best modes for getting accurate ideas

of the sense of characters, so that it will be time well spent, if never

a line sees the light. I thought at first that there were about

two thousand five hundred characters in the Four Books, but on
counting, as I have made out a list, I find there are about two
thousand two hundred and fifty. I have already noted down one
or more, sometimes eight or ten, significations to about one thou-

sand two hundred of them. But this is not the half, nor the hard-

est part of tlic work. I think, however, if I go on as I have
begun, that I may get all the significations noted down in four or

five months more; and then eight months' moderate work would
bring it into a state fit to see the light. Since writing to you at

first, however, I have thought of extending it so as to inchide the

Shoo-king and She-king, or Book of Records and Book of Odes.

This would increase the number of characters to about three thou-

sand five hundred. My plan would include pretty full biograph-

ical and historical notices of China, from the days of Yaou and

Shun to those of Mencius, say from B. C. 2100 to B. C. 300, and
would make a large quarto volume.

If the work were well done, it would be invaluable. If even

moderately well done, it would be of much utility. I have no idea

that I could do it well, and doubt whether I could do it moderately
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well. The actual expense of printing and binding five hundred
copies would be under a thousand dollars. After tlie first hundred
were sold, say at six to eight dollars a volume, it would have but a
slow sale. I would cheerfully make it over to the Mission or the

Board, if they would undertake the expense of publication. The
estimates alone are mere guesswork, as I have not yet made suf-

ficient progress to encourage me to think of looking seriously to

publication, nor would I trouble you with these accounts now,
were it not that by the time I can hear from you, I shall want to

know a little what your views are. I shall probably know defi-

nitely whether I shall be able to do anything or not ; and if then

I feel disposed to continue, a good deal will depend on the proba-

bilities of getting it published. The Shoo-King, She-King, and
Four Books, are pretty complete ;

and no other books would give

so full an account of ancient China, and the beginnings of many
customs and modes of speech that are common now. At present

there is no dictionary with which one could read even the Four
Books satisfactorily, and much less the Shoo-King, and She-King.
In saying this I make no exception, even for Morrison, much less

for M , who, though doubtless the best acquainted with
Chinese of any of the foreign sinologues, is not a very satisfactory

authority for philological purposes.

December 4. I do not know when this letter will get off, but I

must finish it to-night. My teacher was away all day, so I had
to study by myself. Spent the time principally at my dictionary,

and noted sixty-five new words, besides additional meanings to as

many more. This was a great day's work, for I seldom give

more than two hours a day, and in that time can note only from
ten to twenty new words. A visit across the river, airing and put-

ting up my Chinese books, and finishing my Chinese sermon, have
occupied the rest of the day. . .

I suppose the new brethren have arrived in Canton before now.
A letter from Mr, Morse informed me of his having heard of their

sailing in the Grafton in July. . .

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, September 13th, 1846.
To THE Rev. John Lloyd :

—

Dear Brother John :—You will judge from the date of this

letter (Sabbath evening,) that it is not to be about everything
under the sun. I do not know how it strikes every person, but
occasionally I like to spend a part of the Sabbath evening in Chris-
tian conversation with an absent friend; and I do not know that
it is more improper to converse with pen and ink, than by word
of mouth. . . . Your note of July 1, inclosing a letter from J. M. L.,

came two days ago, and your note of Aug. 27, reached me this

morning. ... In several notes you have spoken of a wish to be



LETTERS. 377

near me. I heartily wish it could be so, but I fear you would
find only a very weak and bruised reed to lean on, if you ex-

pected any good from me. You would not expect much if you
knew me better. God is showing me of late in a very painful way
that m myself I am nothing-,—can do nothing, and am utterly

sinful and vile ;
and the way he shows it is by leaving me to my-

self, to walk on in my Christian course, and to do my duties with-

out any sensible support of his grace; and the consequence is,

that I am very low. Oh, how many bitter things I wrile against

myself; but tlie worst is, my utter deadness—no life or delight in

prayer, the Scriptures, or meditation. What dreadful things

these hearts of ours are ! It amazes me to think that God can be

gracious to people naturally so vile, and who sin so grievously

after conversion. I preached a week ago on the prodigal son's

departing from his father's house. I felt the subject a good deal

myself, and several of the little audience were in tears; but alas, I

do not seem to have "come back" yet. To-day was our comnui-
nion, but I found little or no benefit. There has been much
strangeness between God and my soul for many months past, and
often a great reluctance to close and faithful dealing with myself.

So dead that I have lost the savor of spiritual things, and the per-

ception of the beauties of the Bible, and seldom draw nigh unto
God. I seem to satisfy myself with very faint services. Oh to be

revived ! and yet this lazy heart would be revived without effort

on my own part. Awake, thou that sleepest ! Alas ! I am so

soon wearied in my efforts. Like the little flying-fish, but a mo-
ment up. and then back in the troubled waters of this heaving, rest-

less world. Oh Lord God, give me wings, and enable me to breathe

the pure and spiritual atmosphere of heaven. I find myself by
nature diseased by sin, which, like the leprosy, affects my whole
frame. Yea, " the plague is in his head." Yea, the " whole
head is sick, and the whole heart faint ;" and thus I neither prop-

erly appreciate, nor comprehend spiritual things, nor feel them
aright; therefore I am unclean, separated from the society of the

holy, dwelling witliout the precincts where the people of God's

love are. Huw deep should be my sorrow, and self-loathing, and
abasement! and how should I come to him whose word can

cleanse.—Lev. xiii. 44-46.

But I trust I am one of God's people, and yet even this is but

renewed reason for humiliation. " My people have committed

two evils." " Forsaken God, the fountain of living waters ;" what
greater despite, contempt, unbelief, and sin, than this ? And
" hewn out broken cisterns which can hold no water." How true

is this ! It is so with me. Made for God ;
heart disfjuieted till

it rests in him ; and yet unwilling to come to him ;
and on the

contrary, seeking rest in creatuies ! Well may heaven and earth

be astonished at this !—Jer. ii. 12, 13.

I trust I have not wholly forsaken God's service, but there is

small comfort in this. It has been \vith but half a heart that I
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have served him. I have sought happiness in my study, books,

correspondence, business, friends ; and with a half heart to them
and a half heart to God, how miserably have I gone on ! Oh
Lord, unite my heart to fear thy name ! Psalm Ixxxvi. 11. It is

impossible to serve God if the whole heart be not his. If with

a half heart, then as good none at all. Thus with my half heart

I have fallen asleep, and am become dead. Oh let me now
awake, and arise from the dead, and may he who is the light of

the world give me light. Eph. v. 14. None but he can do it.

Blessed Jesus, raise me to thyself, and shine into my heart with

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, of which I now
know so little. 2 Cor. iv. 6. Let me rise with thee, and being risen,

let me seek those things which are above where thou sittest, Col.

iii. 1. I have too often forgotten that he who is risen with Christ,

must still seek and labor. Oh let me forget it no more, and thus

laboring and believing, praying and trusting, I beseech thee show
nie thy glory, Exod. xxxiii. 18 ;

xxxiv. 6, 7.

You will ask, why do I live thus ? Because, I am •' sold under
sin," and " the good I would I do not." I know I ought to do it,

and am guilty for not doing it. " Oh, wretched man that I am,
who shall deliver me from this body of death ?" Jesus Christ our

head? Yes, but there is the worst of it. Like the prodigal de-

parting from his father, I have gone away from Christ, and there-

fore have no life. Pray for me. I will continue this strain no
longer.

We have much reason for gratitude in not being left entirely

destitute of a blessing here. As many as three persons have hope-

fully experienced a change of heart here during the past year.

One of these is Azin, Miss Aldersey's Chinese servant, a native of

this place, who was baptized to-day. He has been inquiring for

nearly a year, and after a very satisfactory examination, was re-

ceived by the Session into the Church. God be praised for this !

Oh for more ! There are others who sometimes give us hopes,

but we are often grievously disappointed. My servant seems to

be somewhat serious, but I dare not hope that any leai impression

has been made on his mind. I think my teacher thinks more
than he is willing to admit, but I have as yet no hopes of him.
What a dreadful thing a backw^ardness to speak on religious topics

is ! There is no one thing that has troubled me in all my inter-

course so much as this. No duty I find so hard to perform, or

which I oftener fail in attending to. Nothing has caused me to

doul)t my piety so much as this one thing, and now I almost de-

spair of ever overcoming it. "Out of the abundance of the heart

the mouth speaketh," but if I am judged by this rule, I shall stand

very low. I am glad others are not so deficient in it as I am.
Monday, 14th. Your sunnner has been very cool, and ours ex-

cessively hot. Such hot weather, and so long, I have never

known. After having the thermometer up to 98'' and 100° every

day for six weeks, it was quite a luxury to find it rising no higher
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than 88° and 90°. It is now, however, and has been for three
weeks, very pleasant, and has been down as low as 74° at nio-ht
now orenerally below 80° at iii,<rht,, and even at the warmest there
was always a fall of 1U° to 15° at night. I do not think we could
have lived through it if it had not been for this.

Walsh, at Mynpurie, speaks of 122° ia the sun, as very hot.
VVe have had it much higher than that in the sun here- but in
India the hot weather lasts much longer than it does here.
Why do we never see your Incifbralions in the Chronicle, or

foreign Missionary? A man who holds as ready a pen as you
do, IS bound to let it speak pro bono publico. Tell Brother Brown
I am very glad he has commenced at the right end, and I hope he
w^iU keep on.

I am engaged of late in preparing a report on the word to be
used in speaking the name of Cxod. We are pretty unanimous
here in disapproving of the word Shang-te, as it is perpetually con-
founded with the Chinese idol of the same name. I believe we
are all in favor of Shin, and I have been quite surprised at the
amount of authorit}^, I mean from the Chinese classics, in favor
of its use. What words do you use? and how do they take with
the people ? I would like much to hear what your custom is.

When you write for the Chronicle, I mean you and Brown
both, would It not be well to spell Chinese words after the
Mandarin fashion, and Morrison's spehing? Part of Brown's
letter in the April Chronicle is Greek to me. Who is Giam la
ongi I suppose the first word is intended forYe/iin Mandarin
and the last for Wang. But I cannot make out the lo, and as for
the hok-sai, I have no idea what it is, unless it be Fuh-sze. Our
dialect comes much nearer the Mandarin than yours, but most of
us prefer 111 writing for the Chronicle, &c., to use the pure Manda-
rin, which all who study the characters are supposed to know a
httle about, even though they cannot speak it. I must close this
scrawl. You do not expect good penmanship from me, but I wish
for the sake of your eyes that it was better. Give much love to
Brown, for I take it you and he are pretty much one, and I do not
write to him, for nearly all 1 would say to him I say to you.

Believe me, ever yours, in the gospel and ministry of Cluist,

W. M. LOWRIE.

GENERAL REMARKS IN CONCLUSION OF THE THIRD ANNUAL
REPORT OF THE NINGPO MISSION; OCTOBER 1, 1816.

We have thus presented a brief sketch of our operations during
the year. It may strike you perhaps as exhibiting but a meagre
return for the labors of a year. It affords us, however, much
ground to thank God and take courage. True, indeed, most of
the work done has been of a preparatory nature, but we should
remember that the husbandman has long patience in waiting for
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the reward of his toils. He does not regard the time as thrown
away which is spent in breaking up the I'aliow ground, enriching

the soil, and putting in the seed, because he cannot immediately

reap. In the history of modern missionary enterprises, the season

of patience by which God has tried the faith of his people, has

generally been of many years' continuance. We have been more
highly favored. We have already been permitted to introduce

into the fold of Christ's flock by baptism, one, at least, of the for-

mer victims of superstition. Much has been gained too, in expe-

rience, in a knowledge of the habits, disposition and modes of

thought of the people, which may help to guide us hereafter to

the means of sfainins;" access to their hearts. We have laid a foun-

dation for such a knowledge of the language, as will enable us to

declare intelligibly the whole counsel of God. We have begun to

be favorably known among the people. Large numbers have had
opportunities of learning something of our character and habits,

and have particularly noticed our observance of the Sabbath.

Many have become acquainted with our object in residing among
them. Not a few have obtained a very considerable knowledge
of the doctrines we teach

;
while hundreds have learned enough

of the way of salvation, to put their trust in the Saviour and se-

cure eternal life, were it not for an evil heart of unbelief. The
year has not therefore been entirely barren of results.

The nature of the work to be done cannot, however, be learned

from a simple statement of labors performed. The missionary

work \n all lands must be essentially the same, but it assumes dif-

ferent phases, varying with the character and habits of different

nations. It is everywhere a conflict of truth against error—of the

word of God against the impure teachings of the corrupt heart.

But error does not everywhere manifest itself in the same form ; it

may not therefore be uninteresting or unprofitable, in connection
with the above statement of what we have endeavored to do, to

throw together a few notices, which may serve to exhibit more
clearly some of the most prominent features of the work in this

field, so far as its nature depends upon the character of the people

among whom we labor. It must be borne in mind that we are

speaking chiefly of Ningpo, and that many statements may be

true in one part of China, which are not true in other parts. We
confine ourselves to such observations as have a direct bearing on
missionary efl'ort.

To whatever land the missionary of Christ directs his steps,

bearing the religion of the cross, he is almost everywhere met by
a counterfeit religion. It is so here. Yet all religion, of what-
ever kind, sits liglitly upon the shoulders of the people. There is

no venerable system of superstition deeply rooted in the afl^ections

of the people, and sustained, as in India, by a crafty and influen-

tial priesthood, wielding a more than princely power : though the

number of the gods is countless, they are little reverenced even
by the most ignorant, and still less by the better informed. Even
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those who are most devout ami diligent in tlieir worsliip of tlie

gods, arc inlkienced solely by the hope that they will obtain some
personal benefit by it, and are not wedded to any }3aiticuiar sys-

tem. Tbey are (luiie willing to abandon the worship of one,' if

they CLin be induced to believe that greater advantages will accrue
to themselves by the worship of another. The religious feeliug

of the mass seems to be simply a vague notion that there are su-
perior powers, probably Heaven and Earth, which ought to be
worshijiped, and that it is expedient on particular occasions, to

seek their favor by ofFerings and prayers. Men are seldom found
worshipping at the temples. The priesthood is to a great extent
supported by the devotion of the women, who, though forbidden
to go to the temples, by laws which the indillerence and venality
of the mandarins render a dead letter, are often faitliful in reading
their prayers before the idols, and in observing the numerous fasts

imposed by the priests.

The homage paid to Confucius is undoubtedly idolatrous, yet it

can hardly be considered as holding a place among the rites of
rehgion. He is worshipped not as a god, but as a man

;
and he

is not regarded as possessing diviiie power, or exercising any im-
mediate control in the affairs of men. His followers may there-

fore be regarded as strictly atheists. Yet the strictest of this class

—the mandarins—do not scruple to repair regularly twice a month,
to present their offerings at the temples; and in times of public
distress, they worship every day. Twice during the present year
they have strictly prohibited the slaughter of animals ; once to

procure a cessation of excessive rains, and once to avert the evils

of long-continued drought. But they have gone further than this,

in sacrificing their own avowed religious views to those of the peo-
ple. We have witnessed the sad spectacle recentl}^, of all the
highest officers of the city repairing daily to an idol temple, to

prostrate themselves before a seiisclessjish, to procure the blessing
of rain. This is all done no doubt to keep the people quiet and
prop up their own weakness, but it shows how little importance is

attached to any particular set of rehgious tenets. In our work
among this people, therefore, the task of pulling down old systems
will probably not prove so great as in other parts of Asia. The
foundations on which idolatry rests are not laid so deep nor so firm,

and we may therefore devote our energies more completely to the
work of building up the glorious edifice which is built on the foun-
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner-stone.

Superstition, the offspring of ignorance, has a firmer hold on
the minds of the people than idolatry has upon their hearts.

Their minds are filled with vain imaginations, of things not visi-

ble
;
and the learned and the ignorant, the idolater and the atheist,

alike yield implicit credence to the system of auguries and portents,

lucky and unlucky days, and the whole round of future revealing

signs. The day and hour, the year and month of birth, clearly
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foreshadow the future destiny, and no one enters upon any im-
portant undertaking" in the face of an unlucky omen. Not a few
of the notions which prevail among the vulgar in more enlight-

ened nations, find their counterpart here ; but while they are there

confined to the few, they are here the guide-book of the many.
The belief and fear of supernatural powers, here as elsewhere, are

the cause of much suffering. The effects of this fear are more
terrible here from its universality. It is but recently that the

whole population of this region was thrown into consternation by
the belief that mysterious, powerful, invisible spirits, were sent

forth by myriads, by men dealing in magical arts. Thousands
were held in terror for weeks, and spent many nights in watching,

not daring to close their eyes in sleep. It is thus that Satan rules

in his kingdoiu. He brings the mind, as well as the heart, imder
his sway. It is not by any address to the reason that such ab-

surdities will be robbed of their influence. They address them-
selves to the feelings, and will be overcome with greater difficulty

than idolatry itself.

The combination of idolatry and superstition have produced
their usual terrible effects in degrading the mind. To them we
must attribute, in a great measure, the universal stagnation of

mental energy, and the general, almost childish imbecility, which
characterize the Chinese mind. The effect of this is to disqualify

for the enlightened and dispassionate search after truth ; to curb,

or wholly quench, the spirit of curiosity ; and to induce an entire

contentment with utter ignorance of all that it is most desirable

to know. Hence the difficulty of awakening a spirit of inquiry or

anxiety in reference to religious truth. The cold and heartless

assent to all that may be said, the careless nod of the head, or

equally careless word of approbation, too often the index of utter

indifference alike to truth and error, are even more discouraging,

more trying to the patience, than open and decided opposition.

All seem content with old thoughts, old customs, old modes of

doing things : and not only content, but in love with them. What-
ever is new is almost an object of suspicion and jealousy. Not
only do the farmer and mechanic ply their occupations with the

same rude instruments wdiich their fathers were wont to employ,
but even the man of letters is content to deal with the thoughts
of those who have gone before him, and ring the changes on the

words which express them, without caring to alter, amend, or add
to them. The end, in Chinese composition, is sound rather than
sense. At the examinations for literary degrees, the merit of the

essays produced is determined by the smoothness of the sentences,

and the acquaintance with the classics displayed. There is no
effort to elucidate a subject, to inquire after truth, or to present

new and striking thoughts. The classics are used for the purpose

of these essays, very much as the carpenter uses his lumber. The
material is all there. It is only required to make a display of in-

genuity in turning it into new forms. In consequence of this
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feature of the Chinese mind as we now find it, onr work will par-
take very Httle of an ar<^unientative character. We are not hkely
to be often drawn into disputes, either in public or in private. We
will be left to devote ourselves wholly to the more pleasin«r work,
though not less ditlicult, of giving instruction in the great doctrines
of revelation.

The idolatry of China consists not solely, nor chiefly, in the
worship of idols. The worship of ancestors, though a less revolt-
ing, is really a more dangerous form of idolatry. It is this that
rears itself like an impassable barrier in the way of the progress
of the Gospel. Permeating as it does every province, and every
hamlet of the empire, embracing all classes and conditions of men,
overstepj)ing the dividing lines of all religions, it closes every heart
against the entrance of the Gospel. Having its foundation deep
laid in the tenderest and most amiable feelings of our nature,

—

feelings which commend themselves as well to the conscience as
the heart,—it is a wonderful exhibition of the tendency of the de-
praved heart to convert virtue itself into crime, and of the art and
craft with which the great Adversary turns this tendency to the
accomplishment of his own diabolical purposes. Next to Popery,
it is one of Satan's greatest master-pieces. The strength of the
Papal delusion consists in the amount of revealed truth interwoven
with its falsehoods,—of this, in the amount of truth made known
by natural religion, which has been incorporated with it. As min-
isters of Christ we must denounce, as wicked and abominable, the
practice itself, while we must approve and commend as highly
pleasing to God, the principle—the feeling of the heart, on which
it is founded. Unlike heathen worship, it has a hold upon the
affections of the people, and the neglect of the idolatrous ancestral
rites, is almost universally looked upon with abhorrence, as the
index of a heart destitute of every right feeling. Add to this, that
the principle on which it depends is Hie very foundation on which
is built the fabric of Chinese law, the corner-stone on which rests
the security of the imperial throne, and that it is sustained by all
the power of an absolute despotism, backed by the overwhelming
force of universal public sentiment, and it may be conceived how
perfectly futile must be all the efforts of a few feeble missionaries
in the extreme borders of the empire, to overthrow it. We re-

member, however, that God is glorified in our weakness. When
the work is done, it will be manifest to all that the Son hath
wrought it.

Gross imj)urity of morals is ever the concomitant of heathenism.
Chinese pliilosophers teach a comparatively pure morality

; and
the code given by Confucius is perhaps as pure as ever proceeded,
among heathen philosophers, from any other source. But this is

not the morality of the people. Dark, indeed, would be the pic-

ture of public morals in China, if correctly drawn.
Deceit, fraud, and licentiousness prevail to an appalling extent.

To lie is not looked upon as a crime, and to accuse the most re-
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spectable men of falsehood is not even regarded as an insult. To
be detected in an attempt to defraud is attended witii greater
odium, and there is a tolerable measure of honesty in the transac-

tion of business, though it is tlie honesty of poHcy, not of principle.

Though we see but few of the evidences of infanticide, we have
every reason to believe that it is lamentably common. The poor
destroy by neglect, if not by actual violence, their female children,

who would only be a tax upon their resources, and the mother
always destroys the fruit of her dishonor.

We muet not however look only at tbe dark side of tlie picture.

The immorality of China is the immorality of its human nature,

not of its idolatry. It forms no part of her religion. Licentious-

ness and fraud are neither inculcated in their holy books, nor en-

couraged by legendary accounts of the example of their gods.

Cold-blooded murders, desperate encounters, and fatal affrays, in

this part of China, are seldom heard of; and violent mobs do not
often disturb the peace of society. Those which we have known,
have been but the popular resistance to the rapacity and oppres-

sion of unprincipled rulers. If deceit and fraud are prevalent,

you are not more liable to be over-reached and deceived by your
neighbor than in most other countries. In our denunciations of

vice we shall therefore have the public voice in our favor, and
practices which conscience reproves as immoral, will not be de-

fended by the voice of religion as virtuous.

The state of society affords us many grounds of encouragement.
No dividing walls of caste separate the people into different grades,

cut off from friendly intercourse with each other. The minds of
those who may be favorably impressed wilh the truth, will not be
filled with dread at the thought of scaling thor-e walls, and bra-

ving the consequences of a step which renders them outcasts from
society. There is even a higher degree of community of feeling,

and fewer divisions of society, than among the civilized nations of
the West. There is no titled aristocracy. Learning and wealth
do not draw so distinctly as in the West dividing lines of society,

and there are few, if any, great landed proprietors, who stand
aloof from the cultivators of the soil. The mandarins have little

friendly intercourse with the people. They are a class by them-
selves, shut out from the people, partly by the dignity of office,

partly by being sent to rule in provinces where the people speak a
dialect which they do not understand. This is one extreme of so-

ciety. The other extreme is composed of the vilest of the people,

the disgraced, the beggars, banished criminals, and those on whom
has been tiv'ed the ban of the government. All between these
two extremes may he regarded as a conglomerate mass, made up
of poor and rich, learned and unlearned. These may all associ-

ate on terms very nearly approaching equality. The master and
servant, the man of letters, the wealthy merchant and the com-
mon laborer, may meet together at the same table ; and no defer-

ence is exacted from one which is not returned by the other.
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As ill every Land where the iiifhience of the Gospel is not felt,

the female sex are not permitted to occupy the phice which he-
longs to them. They are excluded from all tlie advantages of
education, and for the most part are kept in a state little hetter
than servitude. Tiiey are compelled to submit to the usual badge
of servitude, exclusion from tlie table of the other sex, thouoh
this rule is often violated. Their situation, hov^^cver, is incom-
parably better than in most countries under the influence of
heathenism. The service imposed upon them is ordinarily in the
sphere of their appropriate duties, and they are commoidy treated
with civility and kindness, tliough it is not to be expected that
the authority assumed over tiiem sliould not be often abused.—In
view of these facts we may hope that when tlie truth shall have
begun to make an impression upon the public mind, it will run
and have free course and be glorified. An iniiucnco once com-
menced v/ill rapidly extend itself. Tiic stream of salvation will

flov/, not in a narrow channel hemmed in by rocks on all sides,

and constantly turned from its course by adamantine walls, but
will spread its fertilizing waters over the wide surface of a level

plain, and over the face of the whole land.

We tiiink, therefore, that in the midst of many of the peculiar
difficulties which belong to the nature of the missionary work in

all lands, we have some singular advantages which should ani-
mate us in our efforts and encourage the Church in her prayers.
Seldom have missionary operations been commenced among any
people under more favorable auspices, and there are fevv^ mission-
ary fields, if any, which present a less forbidding array of obsta-
cles, or afford greater encouragements. We are ni the midst of a
peaceful and quiet people, who always receive us politely and
treat us with civility. Though dwelling among a heathen peo-
ple, protected simply by the obligation of a treat}^—an obligation
not felt by the multitude—we feel as safe from laWless violence as
we would even in the peaceful cities of our own more favored
land. We may with as much freedom and boldness publish the
pure Gospel in all its simplicity, as in any city in America, and
with less fear of external interference than in many cities of
Christian Europe. The fields are white to the harvest. The
view of the field itself, and the developments of Providence, may
justify us in anticipating at no distant day glorious triumphs of

the Gospel. The victory, if gained, however, will not be gained
without a struggle. Already the ground is disjiuted with us by
that wonderful pov/er which has so often been drunk with the

blood of the saints, and which is now making such vigorous cllbrts

to extend itself in every part of the Vv^orld. France has recently,

in more than one instance appeared as the ally of Rome, and the

French ambassador, when in China, with a zeal wliicli is worthy
of all commendation, exerted himself in her Aivor. At Ningpo
he procured the restoration of a house and j)iece of ground which
belonged to the Papists during their palmy days in China, and

25
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which, unclaimed by them, has for many years been in the hands
of the mandarins. The house is now occupied by a French
priest, and several native priests from their mission in the province

of Sye-chuen. Their influence is already beginning to be felt,

and their name having so long been associated with the building

they occupy, is familiar to the people. We may therefore expect

to bear a part in the conflict with the Man of Sin which has
already commenced in every quarter of the world.

In the review of the year, we must acknowledge with gratitude

the kindness of God in moving the heart of him whom he has
placed upon the throne, to repeal those sanguinary laws which,

during several reigns, have made the profession of the religion of

the cross a capital offence. This is another of those providential

events by which the Great Head of the Church is preparing the

way for the establishment of his kingdom in this empire. Who
can doubt that he will carry on that which he has so wondrously
commenced ? We are far from anticipating that the tide of foreign

influence will be stayed, or that the gates of China will ever

again be closed against the Gospel. Yet we must not too confi-

dently expect that the onward progress of the Gospel will not

again be retarded. The political revolution which commenced in

the triumphant career of the British arms has not yet wrought
out its results, and it belongs not to us to say what will be its

future developments. Symptoms of instability already begin to

be manifested. The weakness of the government can no longer

be concealed, and the lowest of the people have not failed to ob-

serve it. When it is remembered that the reins of government
are in the hands of foreign usurpers, the overthrow of the present

political fabric may be regarded as an event brought within the
range of probabilities. In any event, we know that He to whom
all power is given in heaven and upon earth, will not be indiffer-

ent to the welfare of His Church. In His own good time the
promise will be made good, and they of the land of Sinim will

cast their idols to the bats and to the moles, and give glory to the
God of Heaven, who only doeth wonders.

The following paper, with a list of two hundred and seven cuts,

was drawn up by Mr. Lowrie, approved by the Mission, and laid be-

fore the Executive Committee, by whom it v/as favorably acted on :

1st. It is well known, that knowledge received by the eye, is

more easily comprehended and longer retained than that which
enters only by the ear. Hence pictures, as a means of instruction,

have been so long acknowledged to be of much utility. It is es-

pecially so with the young, and when describing things never seen
or heard of before. The members of this mission are already fully

aware how utterly ignorant the Chinese are of everything foreign,

and how exceedingly difficult it is for us to explain'multitudes of

things, on account of this ignorance. There can be no doubt that

a series of small books on various subjects of Geography, Natural
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History, History of different nations, and notices of the Customs,
Dress and Manners of different nations, if illustrated by cuts,
would be of great utilty here. The time we hope is not far dis-
tant, when the members of this mission will be able to prepare
such books, and when this is attempted, the want of cuts will be
found to be a serious obstacle. The list herewith furnished,
though far from complete, will yet be of material assistance.

2d. Although it may seem as if works such as those mentioned
above do not properly fall within the sphere of a missionary, yet
we remark, that even aside from the knowledge they communi-
cate, they will serve two valuable purposes, which are essential to
our work. First. They will in some measure assist to arouse the
dormant mind of this people. One of our greatest difficulties here
is found in the utter stagnation of the Chinese mind, with regard
to everything but money. Knowledge of almost anything under
the sun, by stimulating the faculties will rouse the mind, put it in
an inquiring state, and in this inquiring and awakened state, it

will more readily appreciate the truths of Christianity. In the
present state of the Chinese mind it is conceived that instructive
pictures, with appropriate descriptions, will be found to be one of
the best means of arousing it. Secondly. The Scriptures refer to a
multitude of objects in Natural History, and the history of society
and arts, which are unknown in China, and can scarcely be illus-

trated without pictures. Hence all the illustrations in our Bible
dictionaries and commentaries in Christian lands. We see not
why these are not more necessary here than there.

3d. In illustrating Bible history, few things would be of more
service than a series of pictures, with descriptions, such as are pub-
lished in immense numbers at home. Ever\r one will recollect the
instance of Dr. Doddridge, whose first knowledge of Scriptural
history was derived from some Dutch tiles that ornamented his
mother's fire-place. We regret that in the book of cuts, to which
we have had access, there have been almost no pictures on Scrip-
tural subjects, but as there are doubtless many to be had in the
United States, we trust the Mission will be furnished by the Com-
mittee wnth a full supply.

4th. By means of cuts, we shall be enabled to bring books written
in the colloquial language of the people, into some favor and re-

pute. It is well known that books in the colloquial language are
despised by the scholars in China. And yet, it can admit of but
little doubt, that if the press is ever to benefit the mass of the na-
tion, it must be by works in the familiar mother tongue of the peo-
ple. Now a book on an interesting subject, and illustrated by
good pictures, will command attention and perusal, even though
written in the most familiar style. And we deem it no ungrounded
expectation, that pictures will be of material service in preparing
the way for the publication of books in the spoken languages of
China.

5th. In support of the opinion of the utility of pictures to those
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engaged in a great work of reformation among any people, we
may appeal to the history of the Reformation from Popery in Eu-
rope in the sixteenth century. xVccording to Merle d'Aubigne,

vol. IV., page 17, " Hawkers were selling Christian pamphlets,

short and easy to read, written in Latin and in German, and onia-

mented with engravia^s^ in which the errors of Rome v/ere vigor-

ously attacked." And even Martin Luth.er thought it not beneath

his notice to prepare such books. We could not express more hap-

pily what we want, than in the words just quoted. We want
Christian tracts, short and easy to read, both in the book style,

and the colloquial language of this people ;—we want them illus-

trated with engravings, and we want them not only to attack the

nonsense and wickedness of idol worship, but to attack that sense-

less ignorance of this people, which teaches them that they are

the men, and wisdom exists only within the boundaries of the

Central Kingdom.
Among the cuts in the preceding list are eighteen giving repre-

sentations of English, French, German, Indian, African, Asiatic,

and Poljmesian costumes and pursuits. What could be more ap-

propriate than a little book containing those eighteen pictures,

with a short description attached to each, specifying where each

nation is found, its population, government, religion, arts, com-

merce, &c. We have seen respectable Chinese lost in astonish-

ment when told of only three or four nations besides their own

;

for they had no previous notion that there were any people under

the sun except the Chinese and a few outside barbarians.

We might pursue this subject further, and give many details to

illustrate our meaning, but perhaps this is sufficient. We only

add, that while for the present our list may be considered tolerably

complete, as far as the more important objects in natural history

and purely miscellaneous subjects are concerned, it is very defi-

cient in some that we are most anxious to possess, especially sub-

jects relating to Scripture history.

December 25th, 184G. W. M. LoWRIE.

Ningpo, December 31st, 1846.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Dear Brother :—A^our truly welcome letter of June 22d,

came to hand to-day. I know not why it was so long on the road.

A letter from another person in New York, written on the same
day, reached me six weeks ago. But we have to submit to some
inconvenience up here about our correspondence. As another ex-

ample, on the 18th of September, we received the papers contain-

ing the proceedings of the General Assembly, for about one-half

the meeting ;
the proceedings of the remaining half have not come

yet, though it is now three and a half months later, unless they

were received to-day, of which I have not been informed. What
has become of the Foreign Missionary? We have the Chronicle
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of Ma}^, June, and July, bul no Foreign Missionary for those

montlis.

... I perceive we shall not agree about niillonarianism, and I hardly

know whether it is worth while to open the .subject. I still find

much comfort and encouragement in it; but the c[uestion of com-
fort or encouragement is not the first one. Is it in the Scripture?

If it is, then " he that doeth his will shall know of the doctrine,"

and enjoy its fruits. I fear, however, that you misappreliend iny

views in regard to the use of means, such as preaching, (fcc. I

have lost none of my confidence in preaching, but rather have felt

it increased by means of these views. I think, as you do too of

course, that when Christ comes, we shall have fuller revelations

of his will than we have now. Until he comes, the New Testa-

ment is our rule, the preaching of the word our duty, and by th,e

word of God as it now is, and the preaching of that word, every

elect soul in the present dispensation must be saved. On this the

millenarian and the anti-miilenarian are both agreed, and I see

not how the views of either interfere with the connnand to go and
preach the gospel to every creature. We ditfer in this : the anti-

millenarian thinks the glorions promises of the prophets, ("blessed

is he that readcth and keepeth them,") will be fulfilled in the pres-

ent dispensation, and by the use of the present means
;
hut the

millenarian thinks not. " Man}^ are called but few are chosen,"

and as long as the New Testament is the only rule for our direc-

tion, I cannot see what righ.t we have to believe that the above

words will not be true—" many called, huifew chosen." It has

ever been so. No preacher, however faith hil. ever sees the major-

ity of his people for a course of years on the Lord's side. Payson
did not; Nettleton did not; Whitefield did not; t!ie Apostle Paul

did not. He preached the word in Ephcsus until " all that were

in Asia heard the word of the Lord," but even then it was true;

many were called, few Vv'cre chosen. When shall we see more
faithful, more successful preachers of the gospel than Paul? Yet
if we do not, what right have we to hope that more abundant suc-

cess will crown ministerial eiforts ? And suppose it should be true

;

suppose a nation be born in a day
;
suppose that " all shall know

the Lord," " thy people shall be all righteous," then what becomes

of our Saviour's words, " many are called but few chosen?"

I prefer supposing that there is a dispensation yet to come, as

far to surpass the present as the present surpasses the Levitical.

Nor do I think this opinion is justly liable to the charge of under-

valuing our present privileges : at least such is far from my inten-

tion ; and still less of throwing discredit on the work or power of

the ever blessed Spirit. But in the meantime, this glorious dis-

pensation is not come. And till it does come, he would be a most

unfaithful servant who should fold his hands, or neglect the work

("to every man his work," Mark xiii. 34) assigned him by his

Lord.

I cannot expect you should agree with all this. Some of it you
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may think enthusiastic, or even fantastic ; but at present I do not

see otherwise.

Shall we let this subject drop ? I am not anxious to drop it, nor

to continue it. Itry to hear calmly all that may be said against

it, and to state calmly all I have to say for it. Deeply important

as it seems to me to be, it is not a point of faith on whicli salva-

tion depends, and I should grieve extremely to make it a bone of

contention with those I love, and with whom I agree on so many
other points. I seldom speak of it here. I may be mistaken.

You may be mistaken
;

or w^e may both be in some mistake. If

your views be true, then at the inevitable death that awaits us,

and which in all ordinary cases nature must dread, or at least

cannot desire, we shall see alike. If my views be true, then at

that glorious coming which my soul longs for exceedingly, and
which may be before either of us shall die, we shall both think alike.

I think I have the advantage in the prospect to which I look for-

ward, and that advantage is not marred by thinking that your
different views will prevent your enjoying it when it comes, though
it is a pity not to enjoy what is held up that we may enjoy it.

By God's grace I am preaching, though it be with stammering
lips, and my prospects of mastering the language are now so fair

that I would be very unwilling to leave this mission. I am,
therefore, satisfied and anxious to remain ; and my present feel-

ing, which indeed has almost always been my feeling, is not to

leave unless the Committee, who took the responsibility of sending
me to China, will take the responsibility of sending me away. I

am glad and happy to be here. It is true I am lonely, sometimes
very lonely, but this loneliness is appointed to me by Him who
knows better than I do what is best for me. I have not sought it,

nor run into it rashly, and in due season it will be diminished
;
or

if not, then it is best that it be so, and I will, if not gladly, at least

resignedly, or if not resignedly, at least praying to be resigned,

confess myself a stranger and a pilgrim on the earth.

The clock strikes twelve, p. m., and 1847 has begun. I have
disobeyed your injunction

; but, in the first place, it is very seldom
that this happens. I am almost always in bed before eleven.

Second, I w^as anxious to write as much of this letter as possible,

for it must be closed to-morrow or next day. I must confess I did
hot mean to spin it out so long. Third, I do not disapprove of see-

ing the New Year in, and commencing it with prayer. I wish
you, and yours, a happy New Year.

I am always interested in the accounts of your church, and pray
for a blessing on it. If you are ever " disheartened" wii h any
among the people you have to deal with, just fancy what kind of
congregations / have. I will try and give you a peep at one, some
of these days, and you will not dare to say a word after that. That
leads me to ask, how much egotism is allowable occasionally
in articles for the Chronicle? I could write an article now, on
preaching to a heathen audience, which might surprise and edify
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some of your hearers, and give them juster views of the real
nature of missionary work, than fifty Tabernacle speeches. I am
not boasting, for I grieve over a vast many speeciies about mis-
sions tbat are published

;
they are well meant, but all wrong.

But to give such an article, I must enter into my own feelings
pretty deeply, and write just as I would talk to you, or any other
dear friend, and the little pronoun "1" must come forward pretty
often. This is rather hazardous; some really humble njcn, like
Brother Sawyer, could do it very well; but there are very few who
can do it. Yet really, as far as I can see, such relations of one's
own experience are among the most interesting and profitable
articles; for many a man, if he has only the right spiiit, may
write an article of that kind well, who, if he attempted to write an
edifying article on general principles, would soon become very
dull. ...

^

Your affectionate brother,

W. M. LOWRIE.

June 11th. There has been some talk of poisoning of late in a
district about a hundred miles from Ningpo, and some placards
have been sent here and pasted up in conspicuous places, warn-
ing the people not to take up articles of food that may be found
in the streets, lest they should contain poison. To-day my ser-
vant came in great trepidation, and said he had heard people say
that a man in the city, having eaten a cake, became suddenly
ill, and his body becoming black all over, he soon died. This
has aroused suspicion that the poisoners are abroad here. In
consequence of this, some persons have had a large number of
the above mentioned placards printed oif here and distributed
about. This is considered a very meritorious act, though almost
the only effect it can have, will be to create a panic terror anion "•

the people.
°

June 12th. The talk of poisoning is more general than ever

;

and a man having been taken sick after eating a cake bought in
a shop, the shopkeeper was taken before the^nayor of the city,
and sentenced to be beaten with forty strokes of the bamboo.
This was chiefly to pacify the people, for many say that even if

the cake was the cause of the sickness, there *is no proof that it

was not left in the shop by some evil-minded person without the
knowledge of the shopman. Among a multitude of reports that
are flying about, for the people are fairly panic-stricken, is one
which says that about one hundred persons have lost their lives
in Seaou-shan, and another, that a Buddhist priest there being de-
tected, or at least suspected of being concerned in the nefarious
business, was seized by the people, and on examination was found
to have cakes and rolls, and drugs of various kinds concealed
about his person. In all probability the whole affair is a panic,
originating from some persons having been taken with cholera
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morbus, a disease Avliich the abundance of unripe fruit in this

warm weather may easily produce. Had it been really a case of

poisoning", and half so serious as the placards represented it, the

officers at Seaou-shan would doubtless have issued some procla-

mations, and sent suitable warnings, duly certified, to put the

people on their guard, but as yet not a solitary official notice of

the affair has come to light.

June 22d. The talk of poisoning still continues to harass the

])eople, and when any man has the least syniptoms of colic or

cholera, he at once fancies himself poisoned. The poor strolling

venders find their " occupation gone,'' and the respectable shop-

men are putting up cards, stating that the people need not ap-

prehend any danger from the articles purchased at their shops
;

also, that they will in no case receive back articles of food which
they may have sold, for fear that some persons may have put drugs

in them, and then taken them back in order to injure the unwary.
It is reported to-day that a family of seven persons just across the

bridge of boats, having eaten a certain kind of yellow fish, and
feeling unpleasantly, they all resorted to the disgusting specific of

the day for cure.

The panic about the poisoners continued during all the month
of June and part of July; and far from being confined to Ningpo,

was as bad and even worse in places hundreds of miles off. In

Chusan, Ghinhai, Funghwa, Shaou-hing, Woo-chow, Hangchow,
in this province, and even as far as Shanghai in the province

north of this, it caused extreme terror among a.11 classes of the

people. It gradually died away during the month of July, but

was speedily succeeded by a report of a dilferent kind, which pre-

vailed almost as extensively, and caused even more distress.

The summer of 1346 is likely to he long memorable in Ningpo,

on account of the many calamities, some real and some imaginary,

with which it was accon^panied. The year has been fruitful in

terrors, and some were so wide-spread that it was impossible to

collect all the facts, or a tenth part of the reports concerning them.

Some of us heard one set of stories, and some another, and even
contradictory statements, which nmst account for some of the dis-

crepancies between the following sketch and some others that you
may have seen.

The month of April was distinguished by a season of unusually

rainy weather. There were but one or two fair days in the whole
month, and most of the time the rain fell in torrents. It is in the

month of April that the rice is transplanted, and though some rain

is required (or this purpose, a superabundance is a great evil,

which was the case this year. In consequence of the rain the

officers of the city, about the middle of the month, appointed sacri-

fices, and, by way of further propitiation, ordered that for the

space of seven days no swine should be slaughtered for food.

This is called the Kinloo, or prohil)ition of slaughtering, and is

frequently resorted to in times of dit.<tress. But their miserable
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idols did not hear their prayers, and, as a last resort, about the
end of the month, some of them were put out in the rain ! The
rain ceased soon after this, and the people continued mad on
their idols.

During the month of May but little rain fell, and the weather
became rather warm, though not oppressively so. The summer
of 1815 had been so mild and pleasant that we did not think of

the weather becoming unusually hot this year. But the months
of June, July, and August, were dreadfull}^ hot. None of us had
before experienced such long-continued hot weather. During the
three years that I was in Macao, although that place is eight de-

grees farther south than this, and in the torrid zone, the thermom-
eter never rose so high as it did here day after day, and even
week after week. Some houses and some situations were much
hotter than others. My house being in a favorable situation for

the wind, was perhaps as comfortable a house as any in Ningpo,
and several others were much warmer. The sitting-room of my
house had a ceiling to it, and a fresh current of air all the time,

and yet during those three months the thermometer, in the middle
of the day, commonly rose above ninety degrees, and on eleven

dilFerent days it stood for several hours above ninety-eight degrees.

This was in the coolest place in the house
;
in the open air, and

when exposed to the sun's rays, it rose rapidly to 130 degrees

and higher. You may imagine that it is not very conducive to

comfort to be breathing an atmosphere hotter than the tempera-
ture of one^s own blood. The winds came in like blasts from a
furnace ; and if the windov/s were shut, to keep out the hot air,

the beating of the sun on our roofs made the houses like so many
ovens. The lightest clothes were a burden, and we seldom vent-

ured out of the house except in the morning or after sunset. As
might be supposed, this weather was verv trying; several of our

number found it very hard to endure, and some were made quite

sick by it.

From the ex])erieuce of the past sunimer, we have been com-
pletely convinced that good houses are indispensable to healtli in

this climate. We are at present all living m Chinese houses,

which are not made for constitutions like ours. The low rooms
and thin roofs and walls, are miserable defences against the heat

of such burning suns. It is true we are not likely to liave many
sununers so hot as the past, for even the natives spoke of it as

"extraordinarily hot;" but we shall have them occasionally, and
houses built under our own inspection, might be so arranged as

to diminish much of their oppressiveness.

Next, added to the oppressiveness of the heat, v/as the fearful

drought. I have spoken of the abundant rains of April. They
were followed by a four months' drought whicli, like Pharaoh's

lean kine, devoured up every remembrance of the j)receding rains.

During the months of May, June, July, and August, but one copi-

ous shower fell ; and most of the time the heavens over us were
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as brass, and the earth as powder and dust beneath our feet.

Clouds sometimes sailed over our heads, or gathered on the hills

around the city, and sometimes the thunder and a few drops of

rain excited our hopes, but tliey passed away again, and more
than once I have heard natives of the place say, as they saw them
disappear : Teen puh kiitig lo yu^—" Heaven is unwilling to drop
rain." Vegetation suffered exceedingly. The deepest canals

were drained dry in the vain attempt to supply the wants of the "*

growing rice crops. The canals being dry, the internal navigation

of the country was in great measure stopped. Deep anxiety sat

on many faces. Public processions were appointed in honor of

the gods, and the officers of the city, on two or three separate oc-

casions issued the Kln-too, which was at last observed so rigidly,

that for nearly a month a pound of pork could be obtained only

by stealth and previous arrangement.

In my journal of August 17, I find the following entry :

The drought still continues with unabated severity. No rain

of any consequence has fallen for nearly three months, and the

summer has been one of unusual heat. The first crop of rice is

scant, and it is doubtful whether any amount of rain would now
save the second crop. In some places the people are in distress

for want of water to drink, and those in the city w4io have not

stored up a sufficient supply of rain water, are obliged to buy
w^ater for daily use, at a price that interferes materially with the

small gains of the poorer classes. In consequence of all this there

is great distress throughout the land, and the people are flocking

to tbe temples, and forming processions to beseech the gods to

grant rain. The country people and farmers who suffer most are

the most earnest. To-day I met one of the processions just come
in from the country, which must have numbered several thousands
of persons. It consisted of farmers and their sons, whose bronzed
skins bore witness to their daily occupations, and whose melan-
choly faces showed they were in earnest. I have seldom seen so

many really sad countenances. Nearly every person bore a long
bamboo with a few withered leaves on the end, and a napkin or

colored cloth attached to the middle. There w^ere also sedan
chairs, lanterns, a ship, and an idol god in a chair, with a table

and a smoking incense vessel before him. Gongs, and cymbals,
and drums, were beaten, and conch-shells and trumpets were
blown. A curious feature in the procession was the way in which
the windows of the sedan chairs and sides of the lanterns were
made. Across the frames were stretched large cobwebs, with nat-

ural flowers stuck on them, so that they looked like very fine em-
broidered gauze.

" When shall we have rain ? It assumes a very serious aspect,

now that for so long a time we have had none.

As if the real evils of the heat and drought were not enough,
the people added others from their own folly and superstitions. I

have already spoken of the alarm caused by the report of poison-
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ers. This foolish story gradually died away during the month of
July, but was succeeded by another equally appalling, of which
the following extracts, entered in my journal at the time, will give
some account

:

August 1, 1846. There has been no little excitement here for

a few days past, on account of a supposed visitation of evil spirits.

It seems that some persons living in the main street were awa-
kened a few nights ago by a great noise, as tliough a large body
of disorderly men were marcliing and carousing through the
streets. On looking out, however, nobody was seen, and the con-
clusion drawn was that the noise had been caused by die jin^ pa-
per men.* The story spread, and it was speedily reported that
there were three thousand evil spirits, that they had been to Yu-
yaou and Funghwa, and have now come here, and will soon visit

Chinhai and Chusan. Of course they can have come for no good
purpose, and to drive them away, gongs and drums liave been
beaten and crackers fired for several nights, filling the air with a
deafening noise for hours together. This has caused a great de-
mand for gongs, and it is said that the gong shops in the city have
disposed of nearly all (hey had on hand. In default of gongs,
brass kettles are supposed to be nearly as efficacious. Strips of
yellow paper with four mystical characters, whose sound and sig-

nification no one pretends to know, have been sold by myriads,
and pasted up over every door and window, hoping to prevent the
entrance of the evil spirits.

" The reason for beating the gongs is tlius explained : There
are two great principles called the Yang and the Yin, under which
all substances material or immaterial are supposed to be arranged.
These two are in perpetual opposition, and if either one of them
attams too much ascendency, great confusion is the inevitable re-

sult. It so happens that the evil spirits w^iich cause all the
present disturbance belong to the Yin principle, while the sound
of brass vessels belongs to the Yang. By beating the brass ves-

sels the Yang principle w^ill be enabled to resist the too great
ascendency of the Yin, which is shown in the present incursion

of evil spirits, and thus it is hoped order will be again restored.

* These paper men seem to hold the same position in the superstitions of China that
the " familiar spirits." held in the times of the Old Testament or the "evil spirits." un-
der the control of conjurers and witches of our own and other Christian lands. In the

History of the Three States, which is probably the most popular book of liifht reading
in the Chinese laniruage, is the following notice of them : 'When the battle began
Chang-paou commenced his magical arts, whereupon arose a great temoest of wind
and thunder; the dust flew about; the stones rolled over; a black cloud overspread
the heavens, and. as it revolved, men and horses came down from above. Thereupon,
at a convenient place, Heuenteh gave the signal, and his men poured out the mixture
of the blood of swine, sheep and dogs, previously prepared. IJy doing this the power
of the magic spell was broken, and nothing was seen in the heavens except paj)er men
and straw horses rapidly falling. The wind and thunder ceased to sound, the sand
and stones became quiet again, and Chang-paou seeing his schemes confounded,
turned his head to flee, and his followers were defeated with prodigious slaughter." In
the colloquial dialect of Ningpo, chejin is changed into Tsz' ank, and may be expressed
in English either by witches or evil spirits.
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Great excitement prevails in the city, and all the higher officers

are g"oing in state to the temples, to pray that the evil spirits may
be driven away.
August 3d. We were aroused shortly aft.er three o-clock, a. m.,

by an earthquake. Having been Gound asleep, it was some
moments before I became aware of the real cause of the disturb-

ance. There was a dull heavy roaring in the air, coming from
the north gate of the city, and the roof of the house moved as if

being gradually lifted off by a strong wind. Thinking it was a
strong wind, I was about to get up and close the windows, when
I perceived that the bed and the whole house were moving from
end to end. Jumping up, and going to the window, I ol3served

that the motion still continued, and being now sensible of what
it was, and fearing lest the house should fall, I ran down stairs

and out of doors, and called to my people, who were all awake,
to come out. The motion, however, had ceased before I got out.

All this took up probabl}^ less than a minute, though how long
the shock might have lasted before I was awaked, I do not know.
The consternation that prevailed in the cit}^ Vv^as indescribable.

Owing to the rumors and panic caused by the fear of the evil

spirits, many people have been sitting up for several nights past,

and when the shock came it was so violent that even the sleepers

were awakened, and the universal idea was that the evil spirits

were coming to take the city by storm. The inmates of the house
next door to mine set up a terrific shriek, and in an instant the
Avhole city with its quarter of a million of inhabitants, rang with
the beating of gongs, the firing of rockets and crackers, and the
shouts and crying of men in terror. To increase the alarm a
bright falling star shot from the zenith to the north, leaving a long
train of light beliind it, and to many terrified imaginations it

doubtless seemed as if the Yin and Yang principles were wrapped
in endless confusion, and heaven and earth about to end. The
noise and beating of gongs continued so long and loud that it was
impossible to distinguish any other sounds. I regretted this, for

once or twice I lluicied there was the same dull, heavy roar that
struck me on first awaking, and the Chinese, thinking^it was the
shouting of the evil spirits, cried out, "There they are! They
are coming !" It may have been, how^evcr, only the blended
sounds of rockets and gongs, and the cries of men in terror, as
they rose over the night air. It was with difficulty I could pre-

vent even my own servants from joining in the uproar, and one
of them asked me, with a trembling voice, "Teacher, is this the
evil spirit's coming?" Many cried like children when in fits of
the extremest terror. It was a solemn thought to think : if sucli

the terror occasioned by a single shock of an earthquake, what
will it be when the heavens and the earth shall pass away with a
great noise ?

August 9th. In consequence of the earthquake, and especially
the strange sounds accompanying it, the belief in the presence of
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evil spirits has taken a still firmer hold on (ho iniiul of the people.
Multitudes of them have prepared green !)raaches of trees, si/p-
posing they would he of use in warding- off the invisihle foes, and
the most ahsurd rumors are ahroad as to the cause of this visita-
tion. Many attribute their cominj]^ to the Roman Catliolics, who
are about rebuilding the chapel which thoy possej3sed here in the
reign of Kanglie, while others attribute them to tlie Prolcstant
missionaries.

One of our missionaries lives in the western part of th.c city,
and the people around him look with much suspicion on him, and
on his wife. Among other things, they have it reported that
when he and his wife walk on the wall of the city near his house,
in the evening, they carry a bottle containing a iiuniber of these
invisible people with them

;
it is further reported, that when they

take out the cork a number of evil spirits, of di'Jerent sizes, come
out and kneel down to receive his commands, and then, on a sig-
nal, disperse themselves over the city. Another of our niissiona-"
ries is reported to have forty-nine of the evil spirits under his con-
trol, and some of the worthy citizens who have i^een me walking
on the wall about sunset, have reported that they saw a long
white devil walking there. All this is very unpleasant; tlic peo'^

pie are becoming excited and alarmed, and if tl.ey were at nil of
the disposition of the mobs in Canto:i, it would not be didiciilt to
arouse them to wreak vengeance on the fev/ defenceless foreigners
here, whom tliey suppose to be the occasion of their calamities.
One immediate effect has been, quite to break up my soirees on
the wall. I had been in the habit, for some weeks, of sitting down
to enjoy the cool breeze at twilight, on the wallnear my\ouse,
and very frequently had quite a little congregation of the people
to talk to, and converse with on religion and general topics, but
now, when I sit down there, not one comes near me.
The sound of a shaken leaf terrifies them. My next door

neighbors heard their paper windows rattling last night, and sup-
posing the evil spirits were coming, they commenced the usual
shrieking, shouting, and beating of gongs,'much to my discomfort;
and there is scarcely a nigiu/in which I am not waked several
times by the noises around. Last nigiit and to-night are perhaps
the crisis of the affair, for there is a report abroad, that six persons
of particular classes, will die to-night, if they happen to fall asleep.
In consequence of this, all belonging to those classes (such as were
born under the influence of certain constellations) sat up all last
night, and will sit up all this night, fearing that if they sleep, they
will be of the number of the six that must die.

Verily, ' gross darkness covers the people.'

August 21. The rumors about the evil spirits have takej, a
firmer hold than ever of the people's minds, and the most ridicu-
lous stories are in circulation. Some men have had their queues
cut off at night— of course by the witches, and the people arc be-
coming excited. The drought still continues; we have been tan-
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talized by clouds, and a drizzling mist, yesterday and to-day, but
they are clouds without rain. The delusion about the witches
has spread all over the province, and it is everywhere attributed

to foreigners. Placards have even been posted up at Ningpo, say-

ing that there will be no peace here till the foreigners are extir-

pated. My teacher went home a few days ago, and found his

family in the greatest distress. He had not gone home for nearly
a month, and they thought I had either locked him up, or be-

witched him that he could not go. When he laughed at his

neighbors for their folly in believing in the spirits, they said, 'Oh
yes ! you are eating the bread of the foreigners, and it is very
well for you to say so.' One of Miss Aldersey's adopted orphan
children died a few days ago, and the common report is that she
murdered it. It is common here to keep the dates of people's

births in the temples for astrological purposes. It has been re-

ported that some foreigners have been copying these registers, and
that all whose names are copied, will surely die. In consequence
great numbers of the people have gone to blot their names out,

lest the foreigners should lay schemes against their lives.

August 22. A little rain last night and to-day supplies us with water
to drink, and is very reviving to the crops and to the hopes of the

people. But still there is not enough to fill the canals even partially.

August 25. As a last resort to drive away the evil spirits, a
procession has been got up in honor of Kwan-te, the god of war.
Two companies of it went past my house on the wall to-day, in

one of which the god was carried along in great state, in a chair
upborne by eight bearers. There were dragons, lanterns, gongs,
&c., &c., as in other processions

;
firing of crackers, and guns,

and noises of all kinds. Two or three companies of soldiers formed
part of the procession, marching in beautiful disregard of time and
order. The neighboring foo city of Shaou-hing having been cleared
of evil spirits by a procession in honor of Kwan-te, the people of
this city are induced to seek deliverance in the same manner.
How dreadful to see them so given up to idolatry ! I was deeply
pained as they passed my house, bearing their earthen gods, and
performing their silly rites. Oh Lord, how long ?

August 26. The procession is still kept up, going through
nearly every street in the city. As the neighborhood around my
house seems to have been particularly infested with the evil spirits,

probably on account of my being here, a second detachment came
past my house after eleven o'clock at night. The eflfect of the nu-
merous lanterns was very pretty, but it is sad to see such worship
paid to men. This Kwan-te flourished about sixteen hundred
years ago. He is one of the three great heroes in the San kwo
che, or History of the Three States, and was a native of the depart-
ment of Shaou-hing, which borders on Ningpo.

Nothing was heard of the evil spirits after the procession.
The people having full confidence in the power of Kwan-te, their

imaginations were at rest, and the evil spirits departed

!
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September 4. Rain at last! More rain has fallen to-day tlian

all that has fallen since the fust of May. It is a great blessing.

'He sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.'

September 5. In consequence of tlie rain tbe kin too, or pro-
hibition of slaughtering animals for food, after being in force for

several weeks, has been withdrawn. Images of the gods from all

the different temples had been collected at one place, for tlie con-
venience of the chief officers of the city, who went tliere daily to

pray to them altogether to send rain. In consequence of the rains,

they have now been all taken back to their respective temples.
October 3. 'It never rains but it pours.' Tlie long drou"-ht

of the summer has been followed by a month of rains, nearly as
fatal to the hopes of the husbandman. The canals are full and
overflowing, and the fields are flooded. Withal it is cool, and it

is now doubtful whether the crops will ripen. The first crop was
short, and the second crop, after being withered by the drought,
and nearly drowned by the rain, is not in a condition to come to

maturity in the moderate and cool weather now coming on. A
plain-looking man, in the ferry-boat, as I crossed over tonilay, was
expressing his belief that the gods pay no attention to what is done
on the earth. ' In the spring they heard not the prayers for dry
weather. In the summer they heard not the prayers for rain.

Now it is raining too much. I believe that heaven rains just to

please itself

In consequence of the cool weather, but a very small portion
of the second crop of rice was w^orth anything. In many fields

the farmers did not attempt to gatlier it.

October 4th, 1846. To-day commenced a Chinese service in
my house. Put up a notice at the door, inviting ckoo pang yew,
"all the friends," to come and hear; prepared seats for about
forty; and about the hour my servant went to the door and in-

vited the passers-by to come in. Except that the words were
spoken with a totally opposite intention, they were remarkably
apropos. See Prov. ix. 15, 16, to call passengers who go right on
their ways. "Whoso is simple let him turn" in hither, and as for

him that wanteth understanding," &c. Some came in with their
burdens

;
some looking half afraid

; some ran right out again
;

some stood up; some sat down; some smoked their pipes; some
said wbat is the use of staying, he is a foreigner, and we do not
understand foreign talk

; the attention was none of the best, for

it required all my courage and presence of mind to keep going,
and the people feeling quite free to talk and make remarks, I got
along no better than I anticipated. I am not discouraged, though
by no means flattered by the result of this day's experiment.
There were some forty persons present.

October 16th. A revolting instance of cruelty occurred opposite
my window. A poor beggar who had only a coarse thin pair of
trowsers, and a straw mat for his shoulders, in weather when I

find woollen clothes comfortable, had by some means obtained
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eighty cash, equal to five cents, from a Chinese of this place.

This moining tlie creditor came upon him for the money, and as

lie had not wherewith to pay him, began to beat him unmerci-

fully. First, he struck him on the head and face with his fist

;

then lie caught him by the hair, and beat him on the arms
;
then

he took his queue or tail in one hand, and putting his foot on the

poor man's back, pulled till I thougiit the man's hair would have
come all out ; then he struck him again fiercely in the face ; and
finall}'^ taking off his shoe, he began beating him on the bare

back. The beggar all this time made no resistance, but uttered

piteous cries, and falling down beat his liead on the pavement,

asking mercy ! Several Chinese passed, and some looked on, but

none jnade any attempt to interfere. Finding the brute con-

tinued his beating, I could stand it no longer, and going down, I

laid my stick on his back not very gently. He looked up in some
surprise, and seemed half enraged and half frightened, to find a

foreigner interfering. I asked him what he meant, and why he
beat the beggar so? He sputtered out some words, but began to

edge oif, as if he would like to be away
; so I told him to clear

out, and gave him another blow with my stick. I liad half a

notion to break it over his back. He seemed glad to get off so

well, and went away in a hurry. The poor beggar's gratitude

was inexpressible. He lay dov/n, boat his head on the ground,

and between his sobs and tears and bleeding face, let me know"

how much he was obliged to me. 1 gave him a few cash, and
one of my servants, who seemed much interested, gave him an
old garment. Quite a crowd had come around us, who seemed
quite pleased at the turn affairs had tal^en.

October 18th. A larger and better audience than I have yet

had and very attentive. Oh, for a blessing ! Otherwise it is only

speaking to dry bones. One young man among others who stayed

after the service, was anxious to defend himself from the charge

of the folly of idolatry, and declared the monks and nuns were a

great nuisance; that he thought the monks had better marry tlie

nuns, let tlieir hair grow, destroy the temples, and follow the

advice of Confucius, to " honor the gods and keep them at a

distance."

October 25th. Service not so well attended to-day ; more dis-

order, fewer persons, and less attention; must expect difficulty in

keeping up the services. If it is hard to command full and atten-

tive audiences at home, how much more so here, where the

preacher is at best but imperfectly understood, speaks of strange

subjects, sanctified in the mind of his hearers by no familiar or

early associations, and of which they see no possible use? Surely

were it not for the Word of God, the missionary enterprise were

the most foolish experiment of the age. Oh, for God's Spirit!

What can man do ?

November 1st. A rainy day, but a good many people in the

street, going past my house
;
though the most of them carried bur-
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dens or bundles. Tlic.e are many weddings about this time, and
I expected a smal audience; made all u^y preparations, however,and went to my chapel

; sat awhile, and one nlan came in and sadown
;
deternnned to keep hnn if I cou!,l ; I connnenced a conver-

sation, but he seemed Ir.ohtened at lindiug hiniself alone, and re-ma ked, -nobody has come yet, and I'll not stop now, I'll comeback soon !" So of he went, and no more came. Many pas cdhe door, a few looked at the notice, but all went thei. "L^ron

'

to his f^irm, another to his merchandise. After waiting till I wa.
satisfied that nobody would come, (my servant had already inviteda number of tln^ passers-by to come in,) I shut the door, and wentand prayed. Then pre]>ared a somewhat attractive card, both topaste up on the door, and to distribute about, stating that there ispreaching here, &c If this does not succeed, then I see no waybut to get a better location, or to go out into the streets and by-
ways, the riigh ways and hedges, and speak unto them. Probablv
a chapel m any place, after the novelty wore off, would be de~
serted; certain

y, I suppose unless the Spirit be poured out fromon high. Oh Lord, visit this people !

auite cold to-day; thermometer down to 5P, and a foot-stove
quite comfortable.

November 2d. Quite a wintry morning ; thermometer down to
A3

,
which IS much lower than we saw it during this whole month

last year; not prepared for it, not having my stove up, nor cracks
stopped; but it has moderated some towards evenino-
Went io call on the Sz' famil)-, the head of which has recently

died. He was, take him all in all, the most respectable man 'laye known in Ningpo He died of apoplexy
; mio-ht probablyhave been spared, had the family been willing to h^ve liiln bledbu as the Chmese have a great horror of blood-letting, they would

not consent, and the poor old man died by inches. Poor; verilv '

for he knew enough of the truth and rejected it. Oh how dread-
hil IS the reflection, that in the Vcist majority of cases, our labors,only seal this people in deeper destruction. Thev would have>perished if we had not come. We come and speak to them

; t^ev
refuse to receive our words, and sink into deeper misery. B >t arcwe free from all blame in this? Do they see us so in' earned as
to be convinced that we really mean what we say? I fear, often

My servant Azhih lias beengetting married
;
the process k.s been

about tins
: -It is the parents' duty to provide husbands and wives

for heir daughters and sons. His mother was old; had no one.
in the house to attend her; and it was thought, by hi-s marryin-
she might get a daugliter to wait on her. So after long searchin^r
and inquiring, a damsel was pitched upon. The Meilin, mid.li"
man, (or woman, for it may be either or both

; one is indispensable'
and yet it is not a very reputable occupation ;) recommended sev-
eral, whom Azhih's mother went to see; but one was too short
and another was lame, and another was valued at too hk-h a

26
^
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price, and another, being the daughter of a hterary man, her family

thought they would be degraded b\^ lier marrying a servant. Fi-

nally one was found who satisfied the demands of the careful

mother ; but a high price was asked. It was finally agreed to

give seventy-four dollars for her, and the bargain was concluded.

The bride was to be furnished by her friends, with a quantity of

good clothing and other things, and so the papers were wrirt.en, and

presents of cake, wine, &c., exchanged, which sealed tbe contract.

In the meantime, however, several messengers passed from each

party to the other, to see the height, appearance, manners, dispo-

sition, (fcc, of the man and woman, all which particulars were re-

spectively communicated.
It was' then necessary to select a wedding-day. This is com-

monly done by lot, and the ninth moon and twelfth day was
finally decided on. Several months passed between the contract

and the wedding, in which not much seems to have been done on

either side. At length the important day drew near. It is a time

of much more trouble to the groom than to the bride, for all the

arrangements are made at the house of the groom's parents
;
cards

of invkation were sent round in due form.

We went to the house of the groom's mother on the appointed

day, and found all things ready, and the groom v/aiting whh some

impatience for the arrival of the bride. The " flowered chair" had

been sent for her. About twelve o'clock a great cry was made, " the

flowered chair is coming !" Crackers were fired, and in the bustle

the groom disappeared. The chair was brought in and set just

before the main room, which was hung all round with inscriptions

and ornamented with lanterns, a table was spread with some can-

dlesticks and inscriptions.

Before this table was a mat and cushion for the leader of cere-

monies ;
and behind this, a mat and two cushions for the bride

and groom. The bride was dressed rather richly, but her face

was quite covered by a square red cloth, that hung over her head.

Her attendants led her to her cushion, where she stood a little

while, when out came an aunt of the groom, richly dressed, with

the rod of a Chinese steel-yard in her hand. With this she tap-

ped the bride lightly on the head, and then took olf the square cap

which covered her head. The bride, hov/ever, had another cloth

of the same kind on her head, which still kept her face concealed.

At this stage of the ceremonies, out stepped the groom, and took

his place beside the bride, on her right, and then commenced the

ceremony of Pae tang, worshipping in the hall When this

worshipping was finished, the bride's attendants spread five rice

bags on the ground, expressive of the wish, that for five genera-

tions there might be no lack of rice in the family. The groom
stepped in front of the bride, and one of her attendants took up

the skirt of his outer robe, and put it in the bride's hand, and

they walked slowly and in state over the rice bags, to the bride's

chamber, the bride supported by the two attendants all the way.
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Here the covering was taken ofT her face, and for the fust time
the groom saw his wife. The groom did not remain long, but
came out and sat down among the guests

; and in about half an
hour, the bride came out in another dress, witii her head covered
with an ornamental head-dress, and strings of beads hanging
down on all sides She was then supported to the reception-

room, and the attendants held back the strings of beads, to give
the guests an opportunity of looking at her. While this was
done, she shut her eyes, and then went into her own apartment

;

whereupon, after staying a short time longer, we came away,
leaving the native guests to feast on the dishes. We were most
earnestly invited to remain and partake of the feast ; bu^ as we
could not eat of the feast spread, which we knew was "oflcred in

sacrifice," and as we feared we would only be an unpleasant re-

straint on the compan}^, if we had another table spread for our-

selves, we came away.
All those who come to the wedding are expected to bring a

present; and a book is kept to record the names of the donors, and
things presented. A common present is two hundred cash, wrap-

ped up in red paper. Those who send any present are entitled to

receive a card.

Nov. 4th. Walking along the wall on my way home this even-

ing, I found one of the guard-houses, which is at present inhab-

ited by a man who lias often asked me to stop : so, having a little

time, I sat down, and had some little conversation with him
He and his wife are allowed to live in this house by the officers,

oil condition that they watch to see that the stones of the city-wall

are not carried away by thieves. The man is about thirty-nine

years old, and his wife is forty- two ;
has no sons, but two daugh-

ters, who are married to people in the city. He makes his living

by peddling fruits about the streets ; says he goes to the stores

and buys a quantity, which he retails at a small profit. Sells

about 1000 cash' worth a day, and makes about 100, equal to

seven cents and a half, on which he and his wife live
;
says it is

scarcely enough even to provide them food, while there are so

many thieves in his neighborhood, that he can keep nothing in

his house. He was very polite, and urged me to go and see a

great procession to be held to-morrow. This brought on a con-

versation about idolatry, and the worship of the true God, and I

told him of God and of Christ. He professed to approve highly

of what I said ; and his wife coming back just then, he repeated

to her a part of what I had told him, and both, as a matter of

course, pronounced it very good.

November 8th. A rather pleasant day. People seemed slow in

coming into chapel ;
and as several went out before I began

speaking, I thought it best to try and secure the rest, some four or

five, so I sat down and commenced. Had uttered but a few sen-

tences, when others, finding there was talking going on, came in;

and I soon had to stand up and address them. Presently I had
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some thirty persons, to whom I talked for twenty minutes, but not

very fluently, nor satisfactorily; and then, after prayer, gave notice

that I would preach on the next Sabbath, and most of them went
away. Gave tracts to a few, and some more passers-by came in

;

gave away more tracts, and more came in. Had some talk with

a Mr. Fang, the most respectable-looking man I have seen in

Ningpo. He complained that the style of our tracts is too low

and mean, but seemed pleased with the " Character of the true

God." One man came in, and asked if the talking was over? I

said yes. He expressed great sorrow, or rather regret, and then

said, " Well, since I can't hear you talk, won't you give me a

book ?" Of course I gave him one. I then talked some on the

folly of idolatry, with very good attention, after which Mr. Fang
and others went away. Mr. Fang gave up most of their idols, but

insisted that if the local gods were not worshipped, men would
get sick. Told him I did not worship them, and yet I was not

sick. " Oh, you are a foreigner," said somebody on one side.

Finding that more people were there, I commenced and talked

my sermon, the birth and preaching of John, over again, to about

forty persons
;
got along rather better than the first time. Thus

altogether, I have been enabled to give some fragments of truth

to about one hundred persons, and to distribute, and I hope pretty

advantageously, some forty tracts. Oh God, add thy blessing!

Afterwards, Ching Seensang, a native convert, assistant to Dr. Mac-
gowan, brought a couple of friends, whom he described as inquirers,

to ask for an explanation of "no man after drinking old wine, &c."

I gave them a copy of my Commentar}^ on Luke as far as printed,

and had some little conversation with them. One of them re-

marked, that a man could get over everytliing but giving up the

worship of ancestors
; but it was a hard thing to be a Christian,

because they must worship ancestors. Here was forcibly shown
the deficiency of this language, to express our religious ideas. The
same word is used both to worship the gods, and to pay respect to

men. And a person disposed to do so, might easily say, that

when he worships ancestors, he does it only in the latter sense.

It is certain, however, that it is done in the former ; but it is very

inconvenient to have no exclusive terjns for the worship of God.

He said they did not pay much veneration to ancestors above the

degree of grandfather's grandfather.

November 15th. In the afternoon I preached on the miracles of

Christ, to a small, fluctuating, and disorderly congregation. I was
greatly interrupted by their talking, and especially by a crowd of

boys, who came in, and behaved without manners. Spoke with
more fluency and satisfaction to myself than I have yet done

;

but it seems like speaking to the wind and waves, or writing one's

name on the sand. Spirit of God, breathe on these dry bones !

November 22d. Preached in the afternoon twice, on the death

of Christ. Commenced with three or four persons, but more
dropped in till there were twenty or thirty, by the middle of the
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discourse. Some were very attentive. So many kept coming in,

that after the first company were gone, I preached tlie same dis-

course over a second time, and liad some forty or fifty at the close.

Generally pretty good attention, hut I was excessively fatigued.

An hour's ahnost constant talking in a strange language, and to an
audience where there are always some unruly ones, is no easy work.
Some come in and go out ; some make remarks ; one or two smoked
pipes ; and one or two were rude enough to make remarks in a very
loud voice as they went out, apparently for the purpose of showing
how little they cared for what was going on. I have not yet
learned to talk at ease amidst all the interruptions which I foresee

I must expect in this work
;
but give me such a day as this—

I

mean in regard to numbers and attention—and for a w^iile at

least, I shall rejoice. Yet to many of the hearers, all they hear
must be the merest scraps ; something, to allude to Amos, like the
" two legs, or a piece of an ear," which others, more eager for some-
thing, have sometimes got. Well, "faith cometh by hearing ;" and
I do rejoice, that, however imperfectly, T can yet give some of this

people the opportunity of hearing. Oh for the living Spirit to

breathe on the dry bones, and bless the Word.
November 29th. Weather quite cold of late at night, and ther-

mometer twice down to 31° before sunrise, but a clear day to-day,

and it got up to 66°
; very pleasant.

Preached in the afternoon twice, on the resurrection and as-

cension of Christ, with pretty good attention both times. One
man, who came too late for the first service, said, " I don't care

about books, but I want to hear you talk." Yet there was more
eagerness for the books than I have often seen. How delightful

to be able to speak with any fluency. ^ There were some old

men there, tottering on the brink of the grave ; will the seed

thus sown ever spring up?
When I was in Macao, my great anxiety was to get here

;

arrived here, and was satisfied for a short time ; but then became
anxious to be able to talk, and thought I would be satisfied if I

could only talk
;
can talk a little, and for a while was almost sat-

isfied ;
but now 1 want to see fruit. Perhaps if permitted to see

it, I may be anxious to see it ripen
;

if it ripens, to see it safely

stored away. When shall I be freed from anxiety? When but

in heaven ? Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. I shall be satisfied

when I see thee, or awake in thy likeness.

December 6th. Preached on the divinity of Christ, with a good

deal of satisfaction to two different audiences ; the second very

full and generally very attentive, and very eager for tracts.

December 13th. Had the ejnptyings of a theatre to fill my
house, which it did to overflowing. It gave me a larger audience

than usual ; but those in the back seats were so incommoded by
the crowd, that they could have heard but little. Preached on

the Creation. One man seemed greatly struck by the account

of the institution of the Sabbath
;
and another, by a comparison
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of the sun to a candle. Would he thank the candle, or the man
who gave him the candle? "A true remark," he exclaimed very

earnestly. The crowd not being very orderly, I gave away no
books ; and having preached twice already in English, I did not

feel like adding a second Chinese service, as I should have been

glad to have done in ordinary circumstances.

December 20th. Preached on the Fall of Man
; but not very

satisfactorily ; several of the hearers looked as if they thought, I

was talking great nonsense.

December 27th. Preached on the Flood
; audience small, but

tolerably attentive ;
labored a good deal in the discourse, and

stumbled over it, not very fluently. Find myself advancing some-

what in command of the language, but still find it a hard thing

to " speak in another tongue."

We have had much fine weather this winter, and as yet scarcely

any ice. Only one unpleasant Sabbath since October 4th, so that

I have been much favored in my poor accommodations for my
audiences. In cold weather, I could scarcely have a service

;
but

hitherto, the Sundays have been delightful.



CHAPTER IX.

18-17.

MISSIONARY LABORS AT NINGPO—VOYAGE TO SKANGKAI— MAXCHU LANGUAGE

—

CHINESE TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE—IMPORTANCE OF SELECTING PROPER

TERMS.

Until tlie latter end of May, Mr. Lowric continued his regular

Chinese services on the Sabbath
;
and during the week he found

many opportunities of making known the truths of the Christian

system. A portion of each day was given, with increased interest,

to the preparation of his Chinese dictionary, his plan enlarging as

he advanced with the work.

Having been appointed one of the delegates for the revision of

tlie translation of the Bible, he reached Shanghai early in June
;

and when his colleagues assembled, he took part with them in tliis

important work. Zvluch time was taken up in deciding on the

proper Chinese word to be used for the Elohim of the Old Testa-

ment, and the Theos of the New. Tliis question lie had carefully

exainined before the meeting of the delegates, and his further re-

searches led him very clearly to prefer the Cliinese word iShh?.

It was his firm conviction, that to use the Chinese Sliang-te^ or

the word Te, for the true God, was only to confirm the Chinese

in their idolatry.

xVmong his last letters is one to his father, expressing his inten-

tion of studying the language of the Manchu Tartars, and request-

ing that the necessary books might l)e jMocured and fi.)r\varded.

He did not overrate the advantages wliich a knowledge of this

language would afford to the missionary cause ; and it will be for

those still laboring for the evangelization of this great people, to

carry out this and other important measures of usefulness which

he left unfinished.

The essay on the trials and discouragements of the foreign mis-

sionary, preceded by a note from his friend Mr. Culbertson, closes the

present selection from his writings. Although some of the senti-
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menls are expressed in his previous letters and journals, it was

deemed best to publish this paper entire. His trials and sorrows

were soon to cease. The work assigned to him by the Head of

the Church was all finished. On the 19th of August, he was

called, as we trust, to exchange this scene of conflict and of trial

for the joy of his Lord. The particulars of this mysterious and

distressing dispensation of Divine Providence,—the estimate of

his character by those who knew him well,—and the expression

of deep affliction caused by his deatli, will be given b}^ other pens

in the succeeding chapter. Whilst his relatives and friends bow

in humble submission to the will of God, and whilst they know
most assuredly that nothing happens by chance in the govern-

ment of Him who has all power in heaven and in earth, the stroke

is so severe, the wound so deep, and so many endeared ties have

been broken asunder, that they cannot but mourn and weep over the

early grave of this beloved missionary. He who wept at the grave

of Lazarus, does not forbid the hallowed tears of his bereaved and

afflicted servants.

Ningjm, January 18th, 1847.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Dear Brother :—I do not know that I have anything of

consequence to write at present. Everything moves on quietl3^

. . . . I find myself now making perceptible progress in reading

and speaking, and begin at last to feel as if I had mastered the

chief difficulties in the outset of this hard language. You will, I

trust, join with me in gratitude for this. Mind, I do not consider

myself a scholar, or anticipate no further difficulties, for I can see

enough to know that it is a rough and stony path yet, and up hill

too. I do not despair, however, if life, and health, and grace be

given, to make at least very respectable acquisitions in the lan-

guage. One of the greatest difficidties I meet now, is a tempta-

tion to devote myself too much to the merely literary part of the

work. For I find I have made such progress as, notwithstanding

all the difficulties, to find real pleasure in the study; and withal,

there is a field of investigation and thought, of philosophy and of

poetry in the language, which is well worthy of cultivation. Do
not smile at this. Notwithstanding the w^itty articles of the Re-

pertory, the Chinese are no fools, and they have said and done

things worthy of great renown. I begin to have a real veneration

for Confucius, and to doubt whether any heathen philosopher ever

saw so much truth as he did
; while my tastes are becoming so

Chinese, that I find eloquence and poetry, and what not, in multi-

tudes of forms. You may laugh as much as you please at my
tastes, but let those laugh that win. However, seriously, I do feel
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that there is danger of attending to merely hterary pursuit?, to the

neglect of the far more important duties of one whose chief busi-

ness it should be to know nothing but Christ, and him crucified.

Prayfor me.
Your affectionate brother,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Nlnrrpo, January 23d, 1847.

My Dear Father—
I had meant to write to you pretty fully on the 19tli, being the

anniversary of my departure from home five years ago ; but then

and since 1 have been so engaged, that it has been quite out of

my power, and I can only scribble off a few lines this evening.

My health is very good, but I find myself obliged to relax a little

in my studies for fear of injuring my eyes, which gave me some
symptoms of failing a few days ago that quite alarmed me. Tliey
are, however, nearly well now, and I hope will not sulfer. Your
letter of August 28th, and tbe list of characters sent by Mr. Sword,
came duly to hand January 9tb We shall endeavor to send
the list of characters back as soon as possible; it will require a
good many additions. I observe, too, several crossed out of tbe

printed list, and inserted in the manuscript, which I suppose must
be an error in copying. I am sorry you have struck out so many
of the primitives. Would it not be worth wbile to try and get a
font of tbe primitives for printing notes? I doubt whether the

plan of printing extensively vvitli tbe primitives of the Paris type

can be carried into effect, on account of the too great contraction

of many of the characters
; but this will not apply to the primitives

of tbe Berlin font. Hence I would advise that as many of them
be procured as possible. I made some progress, some time ago, in

making out a list of primitives and characters for such an addi-

tional font, but did not complete it ; and with what I have on hand
now, and the necessity of sparing my eyes, or at least not taxing

them any more, I would not like at present to undertake to finish

it. Probably, too, it is better to get tbe whole font first, and see

about the additional font afterwards ; but it might be well enough
to keep it in view, and see whether Mr. Byerhaus will undertake it.

I have nearly finished collecting the meaning of the different

words in Mencius, in pursuance of my scheme of a Dictionary of

the Four Books, and hope to be through with Mencius next week.

Thus far I have got meanings to eighteen hundred and fifly-eiglit

separate characters, and have noted many meanings to different

words, of which iMorrison's Dictionary takes no notice, and some
meanings which I have not met in (^///t/ dictionary. I tliink I bavegot

the correct meaning of tbe word \^ Taou, wliicli has bothered

me very often, and of which I liave been able to find no satisfac-

tion in any of tbe Lexicons. Its primary meaning seems to be a
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road, but its meaning as used ethically, wliich is its common and
most important one, I take to be Anthropology^—excuse the word,

it comes the nearest to express the idea. In Christianity, the most
important science is OeoXoyiu^ the science or word that treats of

God. Confuciusism keeps God at a distance, (King kwei shin urh

yuen che, as Confucius says,) and makes a God of man ; hence the

most important object of knowledge in tliis system is iW Taou, or

yfydooDnokoyux^ (he science or word that treats of man. I got tliis idea

from a passage in Mencius, which I was studying yesterday, " Jin

yay chay, jin yay, ho. urk che Taou yay," " This humanity is

man, uniting both in one description, it is Antliropology." The
note on this passage is. " Humanity is the principle which consti-

tutes man a man ;
man without humanity is a mere lump of flesh

and blood. Humanity without man is a mere abstraction
; but

humanity and man together constitute a perfect man, and are de-

scribed by Taou, Antliropology." I have not had time to investi-

gate how this new signification will correspond with the use of

the word in other places, nor do 1 know whether you care much
about such morsels of philology. They are dry enough to most
persons, but thinking it might possibly interest you, I throw it in

here.

I take a good deal of interest in tiiis Avork, because, whether 1

ever finish it or not, or, if finished, whether it is ever published or

not, I find it is giving me a considerable insight into the genius

and correct meaning of the language, audi find it time well spent.

]]ut it requires some care and self-denial, lest, by attending too

closely to it, I injure my eyes and health, and neglect more im-

portant duties. 1 find myself improving some in the ability to

prepare and deliver my weekly discourses in Chinese, and hope

ere long to be able to increase the number of my services. But
oh, for the Spirit's, influences ! I had a long talk with a young
man this afternoon, as we were walking along the road, but it

was like beating a bag of wool. He assented to everything, and
probably forgot everything before I was out of sight.

.... I nuist close now. My letter is not half so long as 1 feel

like writing it, but it is Saturday night, and 1 must prepare for

the Sabbath. That every blessing may rest on you, and all our

beloved family, is the daily prayer of

Your affectionate son, W. M. Lowrie.

Ningpo, January 25th, 1817.

Rev. Levi Janvier—
My Dear Brother Janvier :—Your very acceptable letter

of September 19th, reached me on the 9th inst. I could have
wished it had been longer, for though it was really " multum in

parvo," yet about letters I often l^eel like one of the charity boys in

Oliver Twist, '• Please, sir, I want some more."
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I sympathize with you sincerely in your repeated bereavements;
but how much nearer heaven you must feel with such messengers
sent before you. It will not be long. It often seems to me as if

few persons could have such anticipations of the bliss of heaven,
as we missionaries ouglit to have

;
for living in so much solitude,

or rather in a society more lonely than solitude, how ought we
to rejoice in the anticipation of that home where we shall rejoin

the friends we have lost, and mingle with the spirits we love for-

ever and ever. 1 feel more and more the loneliness of missionary
life to be one of its greatest trials. I suppose being single makes
me feel it still more, but the idea of walking day after day, for

years together, in crowded streets, without meeting among all the

people any who care for Jesus, or of looking out over crow^ded

graves, and being obliged to say, "none of these will rise to glory,"

is a very desolating reliection.

I am a good deal encouraged of late in my work, from having
at last got my moutli opened. You know I am rather a slow

speaker, and for a while 1 feared I never V\'ould learn this dreadful

language. This was increased a good deal by finding some of

my brethren who came out after me, outstripping me in learning

to talk. To be sure 1 had peculiar dithculties to contend with
;

but still it was very discouraging after being nearly four years in

China, to find myself so poor a talker, ilowever, 1 have now
been preaching regularl}^ for several months, and fmd myself im-

proving rapidly. I see no reason why, in ordinary cases, a per-

son may not speak pretty fluently in two years. It isdiiferent with

regard to the written language, and after live years' labor, one is

little better than a beginner.

We have, on the whole, a delightful climate here. A heavy
fall of snow last night made everything look liomelike, but it all

melted away during the day.

There is now a good deal of preaching going on here. Vfe are

all more or less engaged in it, except Brother Way, whose time is

very profitably employed in the school. I should do a good deal

more than I do, did I not feel it a duty to endeavor to master the

written language, which is not to be done in a day, or a year

either
;
but if life and health be spared, I hope to accomplish it in

due tiijje. Our congregations, however, arc not large, and they

fluctuate a great deal. The attendance varies from five to fifty,

and I seldom see the same faces more than two or three times.

It is seed sown by the w^ayside, literally and spiriiually
;

for my
house is on a thoroughfare, -'and those who go light on in their

ways,'' " turn in hither," to hear tliis new doctrine. At present it

is curiosity. 1 suppose by and by curiosity will give way to indif-

ference : then indilference to contempt ; and then to open opposi-

tion, before we see much fruit. Oh, for faith and patience ! I judge

from some of your letters which I have seen, that you know both
" hope deferred that maketh the heart sick," and deep discourage-

ment at apparently unsuccessful labor. I have some experience
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of both
;
but it is a blessed thing to ki-ow tliat if faithful " we are

a sweet savor in them that are saved, and in them that are lost."

Yet it is a melancholy thought that our coming here is likely to

be the occasion of aggravated condemnation to many more than
we shall probably benefit, by our labors. It is in a small degree
true of us, as of our Master, " if we had not come and spoken to

them they had not had sin, but now they liave no cloak for their

sin." However, we should not escape from tliis reliection by stay-

ing at home
;

for doubtless every clergyiuan may say the same.
Even Paul was no exception, for he preached in Ephesus until
" all that were in Asia heard the word," and yet how few were
saved ! You have doubtless thousrht all this before now.

I am very anxious to know what term you use for God. Is it

a name of any one heathen god
;
or the genuine name for God

;

or is it a new term introduced by missionaries .^ What is the San-
scrit term answering to our word God I and its precise meaning?
With kindest regards to Mrs. Janvier and your associates, be-

lieve me,
Ever yours in the Gospel of Christ,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, February 19th, 1847.

My Dear Mother—
.... The weeks slip by with a rapidity that would be frightful,

were it not for the calm and pleasing hope that they are wafting
me to a home where in all labor there is no sorrow. I can hardly
realize that six weeks of the present year are gone already, but

so it is. Yesterday too was my birthday
;
finished twenty-eight

years, and commenced my twenty-ninth
;
and it is more than five

years since I saw you last. You will ask, what am I doing that

makes me so busy ? Why, I write a sermon in English about
once a luonth

; a sermon in Chinese each week ; an average of

two or three letters each week, (full letters, notes not counted;)
correct two or three proofs in Chinese every week, each proof a
good hour's work; and then to fill up and overflow every hour
besides, I have this copious unfathomable language, which I find

I must study in winter, and take easily in summer. I am, how-
ever, now so far advanced, as to find a great deal of real satis-

faction in the study, and being thus encouraged by success, do
not again appreliend the tedium and labor which I found in it for

so long a time. I can now read an ordinary book without assist-

ance from a teacher, though of course I can read much faster and
easier with him by my side, and I hope ere long to be able in a
great measure to dispense with a teacher in translating from
Chinese into English. I am not yet begun to ask, when I can
do without one in translating from English into Chinese ; that

point is as yet many years otf. I do not know how much you
practise Chinese now, but a pretty little thought came into my
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head a few days ago; it may be in some boolc I have read but Ihave no recolleclion of havino- met it iiivul,,.,/ v„ ' V
know that the word neen n^^^lo ll^r^^ Jul c v!X th'"character ,n two, and yot, have /./.,, .in, ^w,,««Ii •'-,„:.snow ,a the bean, which is not a bad d,.linit o of ,1 ,Tn

,'

'

But perhaps Ins smells too mnch of the ian.p for yon So fo,-more domestic concerns, I have h,st n,y beanifulVo- Fa nvShe followed rne out mto the street one day, and .ot i'o his ,^.
about, and got lost m the crowd. I should In ve fdt cmUe ,e u fcholy had It happened a fe^v months sooner; bu.Tle fact isthough very beauffu, she was so utterly usele s Ua Tchd noi.egret her go.ng. Instead of barking, she lUwned on eve,

v

ti«':re'et'"s:",'"
'"' =^-'/°"°"-' --yhody tir:aiied'ir^the . leet. So it seems a fair exterior is no better proof of .roodquahues .u dogs than in men. I've got a liitle pup no' wl oyeloed incessantly when I got him, until at last tl e ca took i,y

^eiy iriuch and he is now famous (or eating rice and milk andworrying the cat, and gives prondso of being worllis e,'in .more before long. I call him //m.
un so.neinmg

Our w-intcr has been mild, and is now pretty much over Weave had both ice and snow, but no wea'ther so coid as a gooddeai that we had last year ; and as we all knew better how to

Kail not'l;:;:
''"' '"' ^'°"=^ '''"y -'"'-'^^l^'y- i think t.:« e snail not have so severe a summer

With much love and many warm' thoughts,
Ever alfectionately yours, ° W. M. Lowrie.

Mv Dear Father- ^"'^^''' *^'''''='' *^"^''' l^^^-

oJober ^T^l
°fJ»ly 29, September 1, September 11-29, andOctober 30, all came the same day, March 11. Manv thank"for every scrap of your pen is precious to me; especU v when 1know that you so often write when suffering friin s ckne s ooverwhelmed with business. I would like 1,o hear fro nvo.much oftener, and much more fuilv • l.msiiMn,„i •

i

an, only too glad to hear as much a^nl ':[^:T^ Z
''"' ""' '

beeT, ? MV5-'°T
''"''^'' «^^«"di"? l^y'l'e Grafton has somehow

wt ,n
"""

^''-''l'^
''"''S'''«' ^^'i'li 'I'e articles in my

A^evnnH ^t' "T'^'S ^''' ^''P"' ^'"^ l^o«'«. e^pccially theAlex.ander on Isa.ah a,jd Princeton Repertory E say's, an,l withK s Bibhcal Cyclopaedia. My own Encyciopa-dia o K,.li,.iou

l"7lf\^
"""'"

r '""f'' 'T''"^ ^'"""S niany other books, com-

gans Gieek Le.vicon but ,t has lost its cover, and the leaves areall coming apart, and besides it is much stained and spoiled, so Iwould much like a new one, especially as I see a new one basedon the Greek Lexicon of Passow, advertised in the paper
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I have looked over the notes on Millenarianism, but I hardly

know what to say about them. I do not know how much you
wish me to write oti the subject, and I have never felt that it was
a subject on which I was called either to go about making
proselytes, or giving my views wlierc tbey were not desired. . . .

I am aware that the presumption is against me, from the fact

that I hold views so different from the majority of good and wise

men. I atn sorry that it is so, and I recognize in it a duty im-

plied, that I should hold my own views with modest}^, and keep

nivself open to conviction.

When I first embraced these views, they were novel and ex-

citing, and perhaps I spoke warmly ; I trust I did not write or speak

dictatorially
;
if I did, I am sorry for it now. The novelty is worn

off. I do not feel any excitement on the subject ; but I fmd my-
self resting calmly and satisfactorily in them, and I trust I feel

benefits resulting from them. There are many things about ihmm
that I do not profess to understand, and many things that I do

not see clearly. But I suppose that many persons under the

Levitical dispensation, who firmly believed in the first advent of

our Lord, might have said the same. Yet their ignorance or

inability to say how certain things in the Levitical law could be

made to harmonize with the administration of a new dispensa-

tion, was no proof that He would not come.

I am distressed at some remarks you liave made, implying that

Millenarians think but lightly of the office of the Holy Spirit, or

rather that you think the tendency of their views is to bring the

importance of his work into question. I do not see what ground

there is for this. Millenarians do not call in question the indis-

pensable necessity of the Spirit's influences. As far as I can see,

which certainly is not far, a new dispensation, which I think is

clearly implied, may just as much exalt the Spirit's work, as the

Christian dispensation exalted the Saviour's work. . . .

Ningpo, as yet, has no prospect whatever of trade. There has

been less the past year than the year before, and it will in all

probability be several years before any business is done here.

We do not regret this, as we now get our funds and papers with

tolerable ease, though with some delay. Our quietness and seclu-

sion from the intercourse of ships is a great blessing, notwithstand-

ing its temporal disadvantages

I am sorry to hear of the trials in the mission to Africa, but I

trust there will be no talk of abandoning it. How often it is the

case, that the greatest troubles and discouragements precede the

reviving tokens of God's presence ! It may be so in Africa. I

do not mean that you are likely to talk of giving up the African

mission, but I saw in the Chronicle some notice of the mission-

aries there having told the people, that " the continuance of the

mission depended much on themselves."

Now I w^ill close off this letter and this week by the journal of

a day:
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Rose at six. Breakfast and prayers before seven
; at my Bible

and Cbabiiers on Romans till eight. Tben corrected a transla-

tion of tlie Sborter Catechism with my teacher till half-past nine.

1 first write it in as good Chinese as I can, and then copy it olK

and correct it two or three times, till I am pretty snre it o-ives tlu;

idea, and then talk it over with the teacher, and j^et him to correct

obscurities and errors in style; to-day finished down to qncstion
thirty-nine, which is by much the hardest part. Tiie Catechism
is so condensed, that it is a very hard thing- to translate; and it

is also very hard to find e(|uivalents for some of the terms. Mv
teacher was especially puzzled with tlie phrase " their bodies be-

ing still united to Christ," and wanted to alter it. But by a good
deal of explanation he got to see what it meant, and then said

that I had expressed it correctly. I am quite gratified to find that
I can write whole sentences, in which he does not alter a word,
especially in a case where so much care is required as in the
Catechism. After I get it finished^ it will prol)al)ly be reviewed
by the mission, and if we agree on it, will be published. 13ut it

will be necessary to publish a Commentary on it ; for niany of its

clauses and doctrines, even though correctly expressed, will be
unintelligible without explanation. The commentaries, in the
form of short questions and answers, will be much easier than the
text to write.

Then studied a part of the Four Books, noted the new words
in my '•' Collections for a Dictionary,'' and translated the part I

had gone over to-day. This kept me till one o'clock. I am
nearly through the Four Books, and hope to finish them in a
month. I think now of making my dictionary to comprise the

/Shoo king and the Woo king^ and of doing it pretty thoroughly.
This will require two or three years yet ; but the benefit to my-
self will repay the labor, and if I get the book done as I hope to,

it will be a valuable, or at least, an important contribution to

Chinese philology. I have not as yet told any of the brethren
here, that I am engaged in it, for I want to be sure of carrying it

on, before anything is said about it. I feel very little doubt now,
that I can do it somehow. How well, remains to be seen, and if

I cannot do it well, I do not wish it to see the light.

Mr. (iuarterman came and dined with me. After dinner we
Avent to the Ningpo tower, and then took a long walk into the

country, I suppose four or five miles. After getting out about
four miles, a very old respectable man in a boat hailed us, and
asked where we were going? How old? Were we married? 6cc.

I gave him a couple of tracts, and as he seemed anxious to talk,

told him something al)out our religion. He was greatly gratified

to meet a foreigner who could talk to him
;
and asked us to go to

his house and drink tea. We took him at his word. So as we
were now at his home, he got out of the boat and led us in, and
gave us tea. A crowd of men, women, and children came to see

us, I suppose two or three hundred. After drinking tea and chat-
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ling a little. I told bim I wanted to talk to the people. He was
very much pleased, and taking me by flie band, led me out to the

court, and commanded silence. Not expecting sucli an oppor-

tunity and such an audience, I had not prepared myself, but was
enabled to give a discourse some ten or fifteen minutes long, on
the main points of religion, which was listened to quite attentively

by some, and not so well by others. I then gave away all the

tracts I had, for whicli there was a regular rush, and we came
away and got home about dark, prett}^ tired, but well pleased. I

have spent the evening correcting my Chinese sermon for to-mor-

row, on the Fifth Commandnjent, and in writing this letter. It is

now late, and I am tired and am .2:oing to bed. With much love

to mother and all good friends, believe me as ever,

Your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

ON THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1846.

Ning-po, March 20th, 1847.

The Minutes of our venerable General Assembly, after being

long delayed on the wa}^, have at last reached this place, and are

now lying before me. The General Assembly ! How many pre-

cious and endearing associations are connected with that name

!

From this heathen land it recalls my thoughts back to the land of

my birth and early youth
; to the land of my first Christian hopes

and preparation for the ministry. It is the land of my parents, of

my brothers and my sisters. It is the land \vhere many w^arm
friends dwell. It is the land where the departed sleep; a land of

privileges and light ! Its external and physical advantages are

great; for it might be said as was said of Canaan in old times,
" it is a land fiowing with honey and milk," and •' the eye of God
is upon it from the beginning of the year to the end of the year."

It is a land of freedom, and of peace. But its Christian privileges

are greater still. It is a land of Bibles, and Sabbaths, and preach-

ing and revivals. It has its Sabbath schools and religious institu-

tions. It has its missionary and its Bible societies, to extend to

other lands the blessings enjoyed in its own borders. The influ-

ences of the Spirit, like currents of vital air, pervade the land.

From its hills and its vales go up the voices of prayer and praise,

and the saints of the Lord are resting in its graves. A land highly
favored—its God is Jehovali ! Compare that land with this, and
how painful is the contrast.

It is pleasant to think that the Church, the minutes of whose
highest judicatory are now before m^^ my own loved Church, holds

no mean place among those which, under God, have made that

once w^ilderness land, to bud and l)lossom as the rose. "The
General Assembly of the Church !" I love that name. How gen-
eral and extensive, stretching far and wide throughout the land,
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yet coiiiprohending and asscfnblin^ all together in one brother-

hood, llow goodly is the fellowship of the saints ! Tlie represen-

tatives of the Church throughout the length and breadth of a vast

land are assembled here, and that not for any sidfish purposes, but
for the highest and the noblest known on earth; they are met to

consult for the glory of Christ and his cause. When shall we
have such a general assembly in this heathen land? AVhen shall

all the earth see eye to eye, and have one General Assembly?
When shall we all go up to the General Assembly, and Church of

the first-born on h'ls-h ?

It has been a deeply interesting employment to look over the list

of ministers in connection with the General Assembly. 1 have
gone over the whole list, pencil in hand, and placed a mark against
each name of those I knew. I have looked to see how many of

God's people are under the care of each
;
how many additions to

the communion of their churches ; how many baptisms. I liave

looked farther, to see how active, how liberal, how benevolent, the
llock of each has been, and how nuich they have contributed to

spread the cause of Christ, at home and abroad. But let me recall

that word '• benevolent." With most persons it signifies a free

gift, or a disposition to give, where there is no claim on the giver.

But surely it is no benevolence to give aught to Him of whom we
receive our all, and to whom, if we give aught, we but give him
'•of his own." "All things come of Thee, and of thine own have
we given thee." To speak more properly, I have looked to see

how much eacli church of those I knew, has realized of its respon-
sibilities and its stewardship, and what answer it has given to the
question, "How much owest thou unto my lord ?" In some cases

1 have almost feared that an unfaithful steward has been there,

and in place of requiring the full amount, has said, "Take thy
bill, and sit dov/n quickly, and write fifty, or fourscore." But
charity requires me to suppose that tlie minutes of the General
Assembly give only an imperfect account of what each church has
done. The thought, however, occurs to me, man may see and
record what we do, or he may not, but there is One above who
sees and records it all, and he has said, "It is required in stew-
ards that a man be found faithful." See the whole context,

1 Cor. iv. 1-5.

1 love to look over the roll of the General Assembly. There are

many well-known names there. The venerable father in Christ,,

the strong man, the gentle, loving teacher, friends of my boyhood
were there : classmates and friends of my College days were there :.

beloved associates in the Theological Seminarv were there. If I

have numbered aright, there are ten with whom I met week after

week and month after month, to hear the instructions of our ven-
erated professors. AVith you I have sat in the same class-room,,

gone to the house of God in company, bowed together in the same
prayer-meeting, and sat down side by side at the same table of
the Lord. Tears fill my eyes, as with an overflowing heart, the-

27
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memory of those favored hoars comes back
;
and if it mig-ht be

so, I could wish for their retiun. Ye are dwelling in the house

of God, whilst I sojourn in Mescch ! Ye are going up with the

great congregation, whilst I sit in the tents of Kedar ! Yet will

I remember thee, oh God, from the land of Jordan, and the Her-

monites, and from the hill Mizar.

Years have passed away since then. Many billows roll be-

tween us now, and many billows have rolled over us since then,

yet many recollections of those days come up before me in long

array. What constant friendship did some of ns vow, when our

hearts were warmed as we communed together by the way ! And
there w^as our resolve to remember each other in our prayers

on Saturday evening. Do ye remember it yet ? God's blessing

rest on ye all, friends of my heart, associates of my earlier days,

fellow-laborers in the same church, and expectants of the same
crown ! And ye too, venerated elders of the churches ! Some of

you I have known in your own homes. Some of my earliest and

warmest friends were among you. Nor can I ever forget the deep

feeling with which one of your number, now gone to his rest, once

said to me, " Ever since I knew aught of Christ, it has been my
daily prayer that I might know more of him ;" or how another

of your number said on his death-bed, with an emphasis which

onfy the powers of the w^orld to come could give, " Oh what a

Saviour is Christ ! He is a rock !" May the spirit of those devo-

ted men rest on you all

!

I have read with much interest the proceedings of an Assembly,

to which I am bound by so many ties. How great a privilege it

would have been to have been even a doorkeeper there I It would

be tedious, and unreasonable, to tell you half my thoughts, on

reading over the proceedings. May I be pardoned for recording

some of my thoughts, on reading a part of them?
It is natural for each one to feel most interest in what most

nearly concerns himself and his own immediate pursuits. The
foreign missionary looks with peculiar interest to the proceedings

of the Assembly in relation to Foreign Missions. Shall I, or may
I, say what I thought? Perhaps it may be wrong, or presumptu-

ous, or censorious ;
if so, forgive me ; but there was an emotion

not unmixed with disappointment, on the perusal of the resolu-

tions about foreign missions. You know best whether so many
as nine resolutions were necessary, but it did strike me that

they were dull,—too many words, and the sentences too long. A
person almost loses his breath before he reads through some of

them. Would it not have been better, if, with less of the charac-

ter of a grave homily, there had been a more pointed application?

If, instead of merely " grieving" and " inviting" and " recommend-

ing," they had embodied in few words a glowing resolution to do,

and to act 7 But I will not criticise. Rather let me carefully

read them over again, and may God's blessing rest on their au-

thors, and on him who reads.
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It is well. The work of missions is important ; the Church
should unite under their own Board : missionary intelligence

should be diffused ; earnest prayer sliould be offered
;
and the

Jews should have an able and efficient mission. It is well that

the Church, through her highest judicatory, should give utterance
to these truths. I suppose they were adopted unanimously, as no
notice is given of any disapprobation or dissent.

But what shall be, or rather what has been, the result of these
resolutions ? They are your public testimony, and not merely re-

corded in your official records, but recorded by one who says,
" When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it ;" and
who will look to see how official resolutions, which bear the nature
of a vow, are performed. You have gone down from that high
position in the General Assembly, to your separate flocks. If you
cany not out your own resolutions, surely no others will. Have
you then in your separate fields carried out the principles, and
performed the duties you have publicly professed? Is interest in

the missionary cause deepening among your own people? Is mis-
sionary intelligence more widely diffused ? Do your flock take
more copies of the Chronicle and Foreign Missionary ? Is more
prayer offered ? Are more efforts made ? Or if not, are we to

understand that you have already attained to the measure of the
standard fixed in your resolutions, and need not to go beyond it ?

And how do your resolutions compare with those of the past or

previous years ? What advance has been made beyond the stand
taken ten, or five years ago ? The resolutions of the General As-
sembly of 1841 were very good. The Assembly of 1842 recom-
mended that one hundred thousand dollars should be raised in

that year
;
but that sum has never been raised in any year yet.

The resolutions of 1844 I have not yet seen, but a kind and cordial

notice of missionary operations, found a place in the narrative of

religion of that year.

I fear it must be said, that the resolutions of the General As-
sembly mark no perceptible advance in the state of missionary
feeling in the Church. There has been a slight increase of pecu-
niary contributions, but the Church has not yet come up to the

standard fixed by the Assembly of 1842, as then practicable.

Brethren, where is the fault? Your resolutions, to be of any
worth, must be acted out ; or in the end the people will become
hardened by them, and instead of good, they will do harm, and
" the rust of them" will be a witness against yourselves. Might I,

with all humility, suggest that instead of a long series of resolu-

tions, a few sentences, brief and pointed, would be amch better, if

each one who voted for them were to resolve that, let others do as

they may, he at least would carry them out in his own church.

Were this course adopted, in five successive General Assemblies,

nay, in only two, what prodigious results would be secured !

But there is one sentence in the last resolution, which calls forth

my warmest gratitude. The General Assembly of our Church
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solemnly assures us that your '• daily prayer is that the Saviour

may be present with us, and that the blessing of the Holy Spirit

may rest on our labors." Oh ye fathers and brethren ! this one

sentence is to us worth more tlian thousands of silver and gold. Let
others do as they may, we are here assured that in the dciily pray-

ers of one hvmdred and thirteen ministers, and seventy-six eiders,

we are remembered. Who woidd not rv^joice to be held in "daily"

remembrance by so many ministers and elders? Who would not

feel strengthened in his work, by the assurance from the highest

judicatory in the Church, that at least all those who composed
that body, every day invoke " the presence of the Saviour, and the

blessing of the Spirit" on his labors? In the name of every mis-

sionary of our Church, I thank you for tliat assurance; for surely

God will hear such prayers. May they be graciously answered by

tlim, in blessings on our heads, and may they return with tenfold

blessings on your own ! You are daily praying, and doubtless

daily looking for an answer to those prayers. God is the hearer

and the answerer of prayer, and our hearts are revived by the

thought. How glorious, how blessed to be a member of a Church,

so large as ours, where such a bond of union exists, and where
those who occup}^ the most conspicuous stations, assure those far-

thest off, and least known, of an interest in their daily prayers. I

cannot allow myself to harbor for one moment the thought, that

this assurance is a mere unmeaning form of words, passed in the

routine of business, and forgotten amidst succeeding occupations

or more interesting pursuits. It cannot so be.

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, April 10th, 1847.

My Dear Father—
Your letter of July 17-20, did not come till some ten days or

more after the things it mentioned had been received. I believe

everything has come safe. Some of the other brethren were not

so much favored, as some three or four boxes fell into the hands

of pirates between Canton and Macao. The pirates are getting

exceedingly bold all along the coast. I was told to-day that ten

out of the eighteen timber firms in Ningpo had shut up their shops

this year, as the pirates on the coast stopped their ships when
coming from Fuhkeen province, and required such jieavy ransom,

that it became a losing business. I hardly know how I shall get

to Shanghai this summer, as it is hardly safe to venture out to

sea, in our small passage boats, when such customers are abroad.

At present I propose applying for leave to go byway of Hangchou,

a place I want to see on many accounts.

The convention for the revision of the Translation of the New
Testament, is to meet on the 1st of June. I presume you will see

the accounts of it as soon as any other person. The most inter-

esting question likely to be discussed, is the one in reference to a



LETTERS. 421

p ope term fov ' God." Increasing dissatisfaction is felt bv manywuh Ihe term Sl>a„g-te, wind. Mr. Medhurst patronizes, and thed scuss.on of that sub|ect ,s hkely to be an earnest one. I should
hlce much ,f you could /.nd fme to make yourself familiar uuh i\ou wdl find m he Chmese Repository of 1810 and 1847 several

and Januaiy, 1847, shows my views. I think, if the pri iciplesa,d down m the article in the November number are gran ed

^Hd o'J,"T°"
"•''"'?'' '" f?7°'°<""Sl'in,"andIshouldbe

glad to get the opinion of some Biblical scholars on the subjectYou will see Mr. Medhurst's views in the January number of thk

^h';.,
"' "

""""tT
""" "^ "''' P«^"io"s is capable of a clear and

distinct answer. I hope some one will reply to it. I shall probably
write an answer myself, but do not expect to publish it. havingalready said as much as becomes so young a student of ihe lan-guage. As an evidence of the evil done by using the termShang-te for the name of God, is the following :_Not Ion.. a..o avery respectable man came to my house one Sabbath. I gotlnto

; , -.-.r ^^a fP''ed> '« liad heard he was the son of " Yuh hwan-
ta te, the "Jewelled Great Emperor." This is the chief god "fihe C iinese mythology. His birth-day is on the first month, tliird

indilierently by the name above given, or by (hat of Shan'>--to I

ZZ1Z% '"Tr''''^'^"'.^
"i"fo''"b' found that the' peoplesupposed I meant their own Shang-te ) K "=

Sabbath evening, April 11. Thi,s has been a very pleasant dayclear warm, and comfortable. Sermon at our Church by MnCulbe,ts,n,on "Joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth."
Aftei seimon, the eldest boy in the school, of whom you haveheard several times, and whose full name is Ynen Ko Keun made

rc'of'allli "b"^'"''
was received into the chuitir, m 7--

Af^.,. i i ,

^<=hool-mates and several other Chinese, by baptism.Afte. a short interval, the Lord's Supper was admin stered*^ All

anVunir? 1^'P''''" '^']'' ^h«L«''t'« Supper were in the Chineselanpage and were conducted by the pastor, Mr. Culbertson.
1 his i», I beheve, the first case in which any one whose first im-

IT^uZ ^'^<^"<^' ""'''': God to members of our Mission, has been

tTr, .
''""'^'- ^"""^ ''^^«' " i^ true,jeceiVed great

benefi from our mission
; but, humanly speaking, they wouldhave been savingly converted if we had not been in the field. Isuppase in this case, as hi the case of Apoo, baptized two years

ago, that the principal influence has been e.xerted by Mrs. Way
vo,,n! e-^ T'l^^f, ""."''

''°r
^""' '^^^ been pleased to use theyounge.t, feeblest, (as far as bodily health is concerned,) and themost unassuming member of our mission, to effect the purposes ofhis mercy. To his name be the glory. As an offset to the above

pleasing account, take the following :-AII the time we were en-gaged in our services, we were disturbed by some Chinese carpen-
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ters close b3^ building a pleasure-boat for a European resident. I

went out and requested tliem to cease, whicb they promised to do,

but for some reason did not. Coming home from church, I found
in one place a number of Buddhist priests reading and chanting
prayers over a person lately deceased

; and a few steps further on,

a table full of victuals spread before a new tomb, and a widow
woman wailing bitterly. They formed sad contrasts to the exer-

cises in which we had been engaged.
After a light dinner, I preached on the Eighth Commandment,

but the audience was neither large nor attentive. One man, how-
ever, evidently heard everything, and indeed so did another, who
was sitting by the door outside when I began, but became so

much interested, that he came close up, and sat down as near me
as he could. But most paid little attention, and went away as

they came
Monday, duite warm to-day. I hope this week to get through

my collection of significations of the words used in the Four Books.

There are about twenty-three hundred different characters. Most
of them occur in only one or two senses ; but several of them oc-

cur in such a variety of meanings, that it will take no little skill

to get them properly exhibited. After getting through the Four
Books, I think of laying the subject by for three or four months,
as T am pretty tired of it. In the fall, if life and health be spared,

I wish to resume it, and treat the Five Classics in the same man-
ner, which will be a large job, and I suppose will occupy two
years at least

As ever, your affectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Ningpo, May 9th, 1847.
My Dear Mother—

.... The city has been all in a hubbub for the last four days
with the [Too shin hiouy^ or] Procession in honor of all the Gods.
Great preparations have been made for it for weeks past, as it is

the greatest festival of the year, and crowds of people have flocked

in from all parts of the country to witness it. Perhaps there have
been five hundred thousand persons, residejits and strangers, con-
gregated in and about the city, and it has been a curious sight to

witness the crowds that collected where anything was to be seen.

Numerous companies of strolling play-actors have taken advantage
of the occasion, to display their talents and pick up cash. They
commonly have their theatres in the temples, nearly all of which
have a stage built for the purpose, but it is not uncommon for the
actors to erect a temporary stage in the street, occupying nearly
the whole breadth of the narrow passage, and with the crowd of
spectators, rendering it utterly impossible to go through the street.

In every street where the procession was expected to pass, such
numbers of people collected as made it a matter of no little difi[i-
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ciilty to force one's way throui^li. Parents were obliged to carry
their children on their shoulders, and one would be amused in

watching from an upper window the tides of men as they swept
backward and forward. Wherever any eminence offered a favor-

able location, it was so thickly covered with people, that it seemed
like some great pyramid of shaven heads and black eyes. Yet
with all this crowd there were few cases of disorder or fighting. I

saw but one example of the latter, in which there were only two
persons engaged, one of whom broke his pipe-stem over the head
of the other and drew blood, giving him a hearty pull by the tail

at the same time ; but the bystanders, instead of taking sides, and
having a '• regular row," as would have been the case in some
Christian countries, seemed only anxious to quiet the disturbance

as soon as possible. Everybody carries a pipe with a w^ooden

stem from two to four feet long, and it was a curious sight to see

the forest of pipe-stems which the living mass held up on every

side ; but the stems were too weak to have done much harm as

cudgels, and the people do not carry sticks or weapons. There
was no drunkenness seen, and New York on the Fourth of July
night would compare badly with Ningpo on the Festival of all the

gods.

It would be in vain to attempt to describe the procession, or to

enumerate its component parts, for the number of articles was too

great, and our language contains no terms to describe many of

them. It will suffice to mention the most conspicuous ; and if

you will form an idea of them arranged in any order to suit

yourself, you will have nearly as definite an impression of the

general features of the procession as those who have witnessed

the whole.

Imagine then, in the first place, a long narrow street not more
than twelve feet wide, and people standing three and four deep

on each side through its whole length, leaving room for only two
or three persons to walk abreast in the middle. When more
room was required to let any part of the procession pass, it was
obtained by a process familiarly known to school-boys by the

name of -• scrouging." But the Chinese pack well, as any one

would think wlio might see a passage boat going from one place

to another, and few complaints w^ere heard when fifty men were

crowded into a space where twenty could not stand with any com-

fort. Along this narrow passage way, came low, lean, scraggy

horses, half concealed by stuflfed saddles, which were covered with

rich embroidered silk and with festoons of silk and tinsel sticking

about over the neck and hind liauk in every imaginable shape.

The horses were generally led by a well-dressed little boy, who
held the sdken bridle, while the rough rope halter, but half con-

cealed, was held by a man who walked at the side to support the

rider. The riders \vere all boys, frequently so small as to be quite

unable to psit their feet in the short stirrups; they were gor-

geously dressed in silk robes, with highly ornamented caps, and a
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banner of some kind in a socket fastened on tlieir backs. There
was never more than one horse at a time, though theie were some
fifteen or twenty in all. Then came men and boys, w ith bkie or

white or yellow or green caps, and parti-colored dresses, beating
gongs, cymbals and drnms, and blowing trumpets and clarionets

which made one's ears tingle; a few had Ilutes, whose melody
was pleasant enough. These musicians were so thickly scattered

through the procession that the charms of music were never want-
ing, though sometimes they could have been spared well enougli.

A few men with grotesque masks and odd movements stalked

along or danced about, and here and there a man in dirty red

garments, doing penance (self-imposed) for his sins, gave vaiiety

to the scene.

The lanterns were among the most conspicuous parts of the

procession, for no show in China, either by day or night, is per-

fect without its lanterns. There were some called '' the nine col-

lected lanterns," and "the five connected lanterns," which con-

sisted of nine square or five round glass lanterns in a perpen-

dicular frame, ornamented with silken fringe and tassels, beads,

shells, streamers and grotesque figures on the glass, often giving
hidicrous caricatures of foreign soldiers and sailors. They were
also ornamented with pictures of clocks, and crowned with im-
ages of birds and beasts. Large single lanterns, each borne by
one man, were also carried about; but few of these were so hand-
some as those exhibited last year. Men bearing long staves or

wands, ornamented with tinsel or feather and flower work, filled up
vacant spaces. Some bore flags and streamers, and everywhere
men with rattans about a yard long, with pieces of colored cloth

or silk attached, like the feather of an arrow, were waving them
in the faces of the people to keep the pathwa}'^ clear : the number
of these was so great in all parts of tbe procession, that they
formed one of its most conspicuous objects.

Some eight or ten dragons, varying from thirty to fifty yards in

length, and each borne by from fifteen to fifty men, attracted due
attention. The heads of these monsters were made of a light

bamboo framework, lined with green, red, and yellow silks, great

staring eyes, large teeth, and diversified figures stuck about them,
while the bodies were made of parti-colored silks, red flannel, blue

cotton, or whatever else the maker chose. One which was par-

ticularly rich, was completely covered with scales made of pieces

of looking-glass. Clmnsy coaches and ships, borne by four or six

men, and carrying either a girl or a boy, or a drum which was
constantly beaten, or else a miniature table, with the dishes ar-

ranged and chairs around it, or a vessel of smoking incense, occu-

pied their due station in the show. The richest things were a
number of large ^silken canopies, very richly embroidered, with
beautiful fringes of silk thread; each of the canopies, of which
there were five or six, diff'ered from the others in color, embroid-
ery and fringes. The most amusing objects, perhaps, were a
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couple of long-billed birds, witli wliitobodic?, and green legs:, which
stood some ten or twelve feet bigli. The.-e were men wali<ing on
stilts, and so disguised as to present a good, though most grotesque
resemblance to birds. They walked on their stiUs witli niucb ap-

parent ease, clapped their wings, and moved tlieir heads about,
" very much hke nature, only a little more so." Bebind tliein fol-

lowed a nian on stilts, with a large trident, (looking, however,
very much like a three-pronged pitcbfork,) which he twirled about
witli great assiduity, but he was in an unfortunaie position, for

his innnediate predecessors, tbe birds, quite eclipsed liiiii.

Perhaps tbe most interesting parts of the exbibition were the

stages, on wbicb what migiit be called ••flying girls" were exhib-

ited. Of these stages were eight or ten, having perhaps twenty
girls, all supported in diiTerent modes. On one of tbe stages was
a vessel containing a lotus plant growing out of the water, and on
its broad leaves, some six feet from tbe stage, sat a couple of girls

apparently about sixteen years old. On another, two girls were
sitting on the outermost twigs of a green bush. On another sat

a young woman very much at her ease, holding a light ban^boo
wand in one band, and having another carelessl}^ resting over her

shoulder ; and on the outer ends of these two wands stood two
little girls, fanning themselves. On another stage, stood a little

girl with a gilt double ring ; on the upper ring stood another girl

on one foot. On another stage sat a young woman w^ith a guitar

on one knee, and having another slung across her back
;
and on

the end of each of these guitars stood a little girl. On anotber

stage stood a young girl holding in her hand a crooked serpent,

some four feet long, on the tail of which stood another girl. On
another stage stood a young woman holding up a rod, tbe end of

which was ten or fifteen feet from the ground, and on the upper end
of this rod stood another little girl. These little creatures v/ere

all gorgeously dressed, and some were very pretty
;
they seemed

much at their ease, and were delighted at the notice they attract-

ed. They had nothing to support them, except the single hand
or the single foot by which they stood or held to the sliglit poles

on which they were perched, though occasionally the men who
walked alongside held up a larger pole for them to steady them-
selves, and rest for a little while. Thus they were carried about

for several hours, passing through narrow crowded streets in the

hot sun, and often passing under arches so low that it was only

by stooping that they could get through them. They must have

been supported i)y iron framework, passing up through tiie poles

or twigs or rings on which they stood, and so arranged as to .sus-

tain their bodies, for the most expert rope-dancer could not long

have stood as they did without aid, but in most cases the support-

ing irons were so adroitly concealed, that they seemed borne along

through tlie air.

After speakin^: of the flying girls, it is scarcely worth while to

describe the little boys standing on men's shoulders, or tlie fire
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crackers that were occasionally fired ofT, as the procession passed
along. The whole affair occupied an hour and a half in pass-

ing one point, and must iiave been some two miles long, but

it is not probable that the whole of it passed through any one
street. The main body w^ent through the city gates, principal

streets, and in front of the offices of government, while detach-

ments passed tlirough some of the minor streets, where the inhab-
itants expressed a desire to have them do so. It is considered

lucky to have it pass through th« street where one lives, ai]d the

inhabitants often give presents to the conductors to have detach-

ments sent past their houses. Tiiere were no idols carried this

year, though last year a large number were exhibited, and formed
an important part of the procession

Yours affectionately,

W. M. LOWRIE.

JOURNAL AT NINGPO.

January 3d, 1847. Preached on the faith of Abraham, to a
strange kind of an audience

; most of them very respectable, but

disposed to talk and make remarks
; some were very attentive

;

but to some the story seemed amusing and almost ridiculous,

and the idea of so old a man iiaving a son only afforded

matter for a laugh. How hard it is to preach to such a people

—

so indifferent, so insensible ! I came from my address to my
knees

;
for I am made to feel that tlie treasure is committed to

earl hen vessels.

Have some encouragement with my servants, particularly Az-
hih, whom I am training carefully in religious instruction. They
take a good deal of interest in it, and I cannot but hope are be-

ginning to feel a little. Oh, for God's Spirit to be given to them.
January 10th. Preached on the character of God; audience

much as usual. It is no small trial of the spirit to one accus-

tomed to address attentive audiences, to have such as I com-
monly find

;
people coming in and going out, some making re-

marks, some laughing, some ruder, and only few attending, and
yet some of even these few taking up the strangest notions from
the plainest truth. To human eyes all such preaching must seem
very foolishness. Well, be it so. "The foolishness of God is

\viser than men," and by " the foolishness of preaching he will

save them that believe."

The external evidences of Christianity are of litJe use liere.

The people have as many and as famous miracles as we to boast

of; and their minds are not so trained as to perceive and appre-

ciate the evidence, which proves the truth of ours and the falsity

of theirs. Hence they make no scruple of believiiig whatever we
tell of deeds of wonder by Christ and his apostles. They can
produce parallels in their own history. I spoke of the miraculous
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coiiceptioii of Christ. " Oil, yes," said one, " that is true, it is just
hke a similar event in our history; let me see, where was it?"
And after some thought, and assisted hy one or two olhers pre-
sent, he produced the circumstance. How should he helieve my
story, or feel more interest in it than I in his .^ Oh, Spirit of
Life, coiiie down !

January 17th. A rainy day, and no one came to service.
January 18th. Crossing the ferry, I found a very simple-hearted

peddler of silk thread and trimmings, on the boat. He said he
sold about a thousand cash worth of articles in a day, and made
a profit of near two hundred, or about sixteen cents. He was
very curious to know all about my affairs. Had I a father and
mother 1 Did they consent to my coming away ? Did not they
cry very much when I came away? When was I going back ?
My answers gave him great satisfaction, but still more to a plain-
looking but very motherly woman also in the boat, who seemed at
a loss which to admire most, a foreigner speaking her own lan-
guage, or the evidence he gave of possessing the feelings of a
man. Nothing pleases the people better than our speaking their
language. Going over there were two or three men in the boat,
one of whom knew me, and asked some questions which I an-
swered

;
quite a respectable man by my side actually laughed

aloud from pleasure at hearing me speak Chinese, and asked me
several questions, apparently from no other motive than to hear a
foreigner answer them in Chinese. I gave him some tracts, which
he read very fluently.

Jan. 24th. A wet, rainy day, and apprehended having no con-
gregation again

;
however, on going down, found a very respect-

ably dressed middle-aged man named Chuh, who lives somewhere
in the city

;
he was very polite and respectful, told me he had

long "desired to see me, looked up to me for instruction," &c.,
according to the usual routine of Chinese ceremonial speech.
We had some talk, and as there w^ere three or four persons

present, I delivered my discourse to a very attentive, though small
audience. The man took a copy of Luke with comments, and
promising to come again, departed. 1 was very glad of the op-
portunity of talking which was afforded, for I sometimes feel
greatly cast down, especially when I find little opportunity of
speaking for Christ.

Knowledge that there is such a thing as Christianity is increas-
ing and spreading in this part of the country, as I fretpientlv meet
persons who have heard at least the name of Jesus.

Feb. 21st. For the last three or four Sabbaths, not hiiiir special
has occurred

;
audiences varying from ten to fifty ; commonly sit

and talk more after giving my sermon than I used to do, which
gives an opportunity of more pointed and personal aj>plication,
but also opens the door for any and every kind of (piestion, and is

very sure, in half an hour, to get off to questions about food and
clothing, &c. The natu\al man '• understandeth not the things
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of the Spirit.'' One man to-day seemed a very merry sort of a
fellow, but withal, as respectful as a man coulJ be whose only
object was to make sport ; asked a number of questions, and
started a hearty laugh after each of them, in which he was joined

by several others, who seemed to urge him on. At last, I asked
him why he asked such questions? And whether his only object

vras not to make sport of what I considered a very serious matter?
He was quite abashed: several persons around told him to be

quiet, and lie got up and went out. Had quite a full house as I

talked the second time; but, alas ! it is preaching to dry bones.

O, Spirit ! Breath of the Almighty ! breathe on these dry bones !

Feb. 2Gth. Took a long walk into the country, to some places

where I have not before been ; was exceedingly stared at in one
place, where the whole village turned out to see me, and the

women were the most forward and curious of all. Gtuite abashed
a little girl by asking her what her name was, as it seems she had
none. It is not common to give names to girls. But it is melan-
choly to see tlie dissipation of morals here Oh when shall

purity prevail, where there is so much vice?

Went afterwards and had a pleasant little talk witli some men
in a little resting-house, and then came home, well tired. Some
little yellow llowers are in blossom now\ I saw dandelions in full

bloom a month or more ago, though tho'-e had been a hard frost

before, and plenty of it since then; but the cold weather must be

nearly over now.
March 14l!i. Preached in the morning, in English, on Gal. iv.

7 ; in the alt.ernoon in Chinese, to some thirty or forty persons, oii

the Fourth Commandment
; was favored with as much fluency

as I have ever had, and fully as good if not better atfention. In-

deed, tlie congregation to-day would not have done discredit to

any similar congregation in a Christian land. One man came in

talking, and I supposed meant to keep on talking, but he behaved
very quietly, only putting in a word now and then. After I had
said that no \vork was to be done on the Sabbath, he asked,
" Then what shall we do—go to sleep?" This brought on the

next part of my subject—Duties to be done on the Sabbath. He
stayed after service. I talked some; but there were many who
wanted to talk about the news and trilling matters, and I found
so little opportunity of saying anything proQfable, that I soon left

them. The man above referred to, seemed a man of some learn-

ing. He insisted on it, that since I was so generous, as to come
out here, and preach to the people, and advise them to do good,

that I would surely become a god at last ! But how hard it is to

get a Christian idea into their heads, to say nothing of in) press-

ing it on their hearts. After repeating over and over again, the

statements about God as eternal, true, and holy, they are sure to

confound all you say with their own gods. This is not because
they do not understand what I say, for I find that I am pretty

well understood ; but because, first, they cannot conceive how it is
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that their own gods are false gods
; and, second, they have no

idea of the importance of the subject, to induce them to give a
serious thought to what they hear, and hence, when tliey hear of

the " true God," they take it as a matter of cour.-!;e that their own
gods are intended.

We are greatly at a loss for a word corrc:?ponding to our word

iporship. The Chinese J3^ J^ pai pai, which comes nearest to

it, is very far from expressing it; so that frecpienlly, when I

have been praying in public, some one says, why you did not

"pai pai," ''worship." By the use of the word, they mean prin-

cipally the motions of the hand and the body in bow.s and prostra-

tions before the idol.

March 2 1st. Opened my doors at three, p. m., and went down as

usual, but there were few passers-by. I sat alone for nearly half

an hour, having only one little boy carrying a baby in his arms,

to come near me. After a while, two or three well-dressed men
came in and one sat down, but the other two went away. I asked

him his name and residence, but he did not seem disposed for a

conversation. 1 then opened a copy of Luke, and began to read

it. He asked what it was, and we had something to talk about

it. Others came in ; he praised my llucncy of utterance and cor-

rectness of speech : and in answer to some questions, I had a good
opportunity of giving some outlines of creation and redemption.

But the subject had no charms for the natural heart; and as soon

as I was done, one of the men asked, " Is your sovereign a man
or a woman?" Q.uite a crowd had now collected, and I gave
them my sermon as well as I could, which was not very well.

Some heard it all ; some got enough before it was half done. One
quite respectable looking lady came in and sat, down, and she at

least heard everything that was said. Oh for a blessing on her

!

It is hard preaching, for the audience changes so much, that I

must go over the same simple truths every day, treating all the

time of first principles
; and this displeases the few who come more

than once, for having already heard all this, they want something

else.

March 24th. Started for a w^alk, got out of the south gate and

thought of going up into the country, when I recollected tliat there

were little wax representations of fruit, (fcc, to be had in the city,

which I wanted to get. So I turned olf and went through the

lowest gate towards the Koolowtseen. Passing by one of the pa-

rade grounds, I saw several persons with bows and arrows ; and

knowing that there were people practising archery there, L went

in to see what was going on. There were several groups, shoot-

ing at targets ; some of the archers pierced the centre, while others

shot very wide of the mark. As soon as I came in, several persons

gathered around me, and presently there was quite a crowd, mostly

wxll-dressed, and respectable men. The fust one that spoke to me
asked my opinion of some women, who were looking out ot a door
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not far off. At home I should not have thought much of such a
question, but here it could have only one meaninf^, and he saw in

a moment that I was displeased, and apologized for having spoken
so. Great merriment was caused by my speaking in their own
language, and several questions were put, apparently only for the

pleasure of hearing a foreigner speak in Chinese. I was not in

much humor for talking
; so I took out what few tracts I had with

me. They were gone in a moment. I thought of going too, but
a very pleasant looking young man said. " Oh do not go, stay and
talk." " What shall I talk about ?" said I ; and then seeing one
of them looking over a copy of the Ten Commandments I had just

given him, I took it, and gave tliem a little talk on them, and on
the redemption of Christ. They were very curious to know where
I lived. So I told them where, and that I should be happy to see

them at m}^ house, at my Chinese service on the Sabbath. Sev-
eral said they would come. We parted on the best terms.

I then went to the Koolowtseen street, and found a great crowd;
now is the time of the annual examination for Sewtsai. Stalls of

all kinds of coarse toys were set up on both sides of the street, and
the venders seemed to be making money. I was much interested

with the dexterity of the men who made wax figures. They had
half a dozen kinds of different colored wax balls, and a ver}^ small
furnace

;
and three men were busily emplo^^ed in making figures

of fish, four-footed beasts, &c. They also made flowers, fruits,

&c. The fruits were especially natural. Everything was done
by hand or by little sticks, and pieces of iron ; and the resem-
blances thus formed were surprisingly accurate. The articles

made were also very cheap, and for eleven cents I got seventeen
or eighteen of them.
March 27th. There is a great crowd of strangers in the city at

present, in consequence of the examinations. After dinner Ho
Keun, the oldest boy in the school, whom we hope to receive into

the church at our next communion, spent some time with me.
He thouglii there were a great many comparisons, or figurative

expressions, in the book of Revelation. I told him he would do
better not to attend to that so soon. He wanted to know how the
Lazarus whom Jesus loved could have been so poor as to be laid

at a rich man's gate. He had a number of other questions which
I answered. After speaking a while in Chinese, we conversed in

English. He speaks well for the time he has spent at it. It

seemed strange to hear a Chinese speak in my own language.
Our hope is that he will be a blessing to his own people.

Sabl)ath, 28th. Rose at half-past six o'clock. Morning occupa-
tions as usual. Breakfast at half-past seven. Read in Ihe Bible
till nine. Fell into a long train of thought about getting a Sab-
bath school in St. Louis to undertake my support, and many
thoughts on this subject crowded into my mind. Looked over my
Chinese sermon for the afternoon, and selected some short tracts

for distribution. English service as usual, and a good sermon by
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Mr. Culhertson. At three opened tlie doors of my Chinese room,

found almost the only constant hearer 1 liave, in the room. A
few others came in, and I commenced my discourse, which was
on the Sixth Commandment. I beheve I never got on better, or

had a more quiet and attentive audience. After speaking about

twenty minutes, we all rose, and I offered a short prayer, and dis-

missed them. Gave away all the tracts; and two young men
from Hangchow, the capital of the province, \vere highly gratified

at receiving some of them, and at my speaking in their own lan-

guage, and gave me many thanks.

I am teaching the Shorter Catechism to my servants, but find

It hard work
; first, the Chinese language has no suitable terms

for many things, and second, my command of the language is not

yet sufficient for the circumlocution in such a case. There are

more terms in the written language than in the spoken, but they

are of no more use to the common people than the Latin and

Greek terms in theological and philosophical books are to the un-

learned at home. I know of no term in the language to express

precisely "chief end." For '-decree," there is a good word, ming^

in the written language, but not in the spoken. For "covenant,"

yo is a good word, but it is understood only by scholars, nor is

there any good word for it in the colloquial. "Providence," "fall,"

" redemption," " original sin," " effectual caUing," "justification,"

" adoption," " sanctification," " privilege," " holy," are all very hard

words to be put into intelligible Chinese. Most of them may be

expressed, after a sort, in the written language, which is very co-

pious, but when it comes to the spoken language one is at a loss,

and a great deal of circumlocution is unavoidable. One of the

great difficulties in our work lies in this very want of proper terms,

and 1 see not how it is to be remedied excepting in long and pa-

tient use of the most suitable terms we can find
;
thus, at length,

"converting" them from their heathenish uses and associations to

Christian purposes.

How true are those words, " Sin has reigned unto death !" Its

power is shown even in forms of speech. The application of terms

to evil, is an evidence of sin reisfnino:. This language is an instru-

ment in Satan's hand to blind men to their ruin. But as sm hath

reigned, so shall grace reign, even in the terms of this language,

unto everlasting life. Wherever sin hath set up its throne and

swayed its sceptre, there shall grace come in and set up a higher

throne, and sway a mightier sceptre. Would that I might do

something for the conversion of this language, and through it of

this people unto God !

Monday, 29th. Busy in the fore part of the day with my teacher,

and at the Four Books. At three, visited Mr. Culbertson. Coming
back, was barked at unmercifully by several dogs. As soon as I

am three steps beyond them, they follow for a square or two, bark-

ing and yelping without ceasing. It does make one feel as a
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Stranger to be barked at in tliis way, for they do not move their

tongue to a CJiinanian.

March 30tli. All the missionaries in Ningpo met to discuss the

question of the marriage of Christian convert? with persons re-

n^ai^ing in heathenism. The question came up in consequence of

a letter from some missionaries iii Shanghai, who have a case of

the kind on hand, and wanted to know our views. After a com-
parison of views for four liours, we came to the conclusion that

such marriages were inexpecheiit and to be discouraged; but did

not feel prepared to make a term of conununion in all cases out

of the subject.

March 31st. All day at my Chinese studies, and at the Four
Books. At five, p. m., took a walk for relaxation. Gathered some
spring flowers for m}' flovrer-pot ; a few wild lemon flowers, some
clover, some yellow primrose, some parsley, and one or two others.

In one place came across a dead dog, and two other dogs lying by
him. In a few steps beyond, saw a flowering almond in full and
luxurious bloom. So it is in this strange, melancholy workl of

ours. When most pleasantly engaged, you are Vv^ounded and
grieved by some revolting spectacle, and again in a moment de-

lio:hted with some scene almost too fair and beautiful for au2,*ht but

heaven.

April 1st. In the evening looked over my Chinese sermon. At
ih'st it took me three evenings to prepare a discourse, but now I

commonly get through very easil}'- in one evening. I find I am
generally understood, but mistakes are often made by beginners.

I often wonder how the Chinese can keep such grave faces, when
they hear such queer combinations as we foreigners sometimes
make out of their language. The only time they ever laughed at

a mistake I made, was when I spoke of "Peter's mother's wife,"

instead of " Peter's v/ife's mother." Even then some of the elder

hearers seemed scandalized, that the young ones were amused at

a mistake of "the guest."

April 3d. Looked a little into a work in Chinese, on astronomy,

geograpiw, and watch-making, by some of the Roman Catholic

missionaries of Ibrmer days. It gives the Ptolemaic system of as-

tronomy, tliat the sun and stars move round the earth. In the

numerous books the} published in China, they always explained

astronomy in the old style, and published books with plates, repre-

senting the sun and stars revolving round the earth. I have seen

some of these books.

Went up to a Leang-ting, where I preached my first Chinese
sermon last year. These are covered restino-places witii stone

seats, where you may sit down and rest awhile. They are met
with cvory two or three miles, and might remind one of the arbor

on the hill Difiicult}^, made for the refreshment of the pilgrims, if

tiiey were not, in nine cases out of ten, built alongside of an idol

temple. In this populous country you cannot sit down five min-

utes in one of these places, without having several people gather
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round you. To-day there were twelve or fifteen persons, and I

talked to them on the folly of idolatry, the true God, the sinful-

ness of man, and Christ the only Saviour. After talking ten or

fifteen minutes, I gave away what tracts I had witii me, and left

them with a hearty good-by on both sides.

April 4th. Preached to-day, in course, on the Seventh Command-
ment to a pretty large audience.

April 17th. The people are now preparing their nursery beds for

rice ; in a few the rice is already sown, but in most the water is

merely let in, and the beds are little else than so many dishes of

wet nuid, six inches deep.

April 19th. x\n excessively hot day; thermometer at 97^ for

some hours. Ripe cherries to-day, but not very good.

April 21st. Green peas to-day. There are shad in the market,

but at present very dear, about half a dollar a pound.

April 24tli. A poor crazy man has been lingering about, near my
house, most of the day. He looks from his dress and counte-

nance, as if he suffered but little for want of the comforts of life.

When I first saw him he was kneeling on the grass by the side

of my house, and chanting a book of Buddhist prayers, makine*
occasional prostrations ; seeing me watching him he got up and
went farther off, and then walked backwards and forwards, chant-

ing his book, and making bows. Q.uite a crowd looked at him,

which seemed not to please him, for he hastily put his book under
his arm and went off. Just now, half-past eight, p. m., I hear
him again singing out lustily, O me to full ! but some of his

friends seem to be persuading him to go home. Is this a case of

religious madness ?

April 25lh. Preached to some twenty or thirty |)ersons on the

Tenth Commandment, and was favored witli a good deal of fluency

in speech. Several were very attentive ; and after sitting down, I

got into a conversation which lasted more than an hour, in refer-

ence to idolatry, creation, redemption, the creed, &c. On the

whole, it was a very satisfactory meeting, yet alas ! without the

Spirit of God, of what avail is it all? The people laugh at their

idols, but go and worship tliern still.

After dismissing the audience, I found a couple of natives

of the place, a Mr. Tai, and a Mr. Leu, waiting to speak with

jue. I had seen tliem both before, and the first of them several

times. He was first led to think about Christianity, by a Chinese

who came up here with Dr. Macgowan, and who first brought

him to my notice. Last week he sent me a letter requesting bap-

tism, and came to-day to speak about it. He said that himself

and his friend, Mr. Leu, and another, Mr. Chow, whom I have
also seen, are all pretty much decided for Christianity; and
though, as he says, he is much laughed at and reviled by his

friends, yet he professes a determination to persevere even until

death. I had a tolerably satisfactory conversation with them, and
we prayed together.

28
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Worship of ancestors is one of the great features of the Chinese

rehgion ;
every family has a picture of the father and mother, to

which incense is offered, and rehgious worship performed. Mr.

Tai asked what he should do? He said he had taken down the

pictures aud laid them away, and has fully determined not to

worship them any more ;
" and if I should deceive you hy saying

I do not worship them, when I do worship them, yet I could not

deceive God." He has, however, been told he should burn the

pictures. Now this seems hard, for being portraits of his parents,

he wishes to keep them just as we would. Does this case fall

under the rule of destroying every vestige of idolatry, no matter

what it be?
April 18th. Finished the fust draught of the Shorter Catechism

in Chinese, and May 11th, finished revision of it with teacher.

May 10th. Suffering greatly from drought ; very httle rain has
fallen during the winter, though as there was no cultivation of

any consequence and no irrigation, the canals have kept full.

But of late, since the planting of rice commenced, the water in the

canals has been in great measure nsed up, and some of them are

c^ite dry. The Kin too, or prohibition of slaughtering pork, has

been enforced of late, to propitiate the gods
;
but as yet very slight

showers mock our hopes, and some apprehension is felt for the

result on the crops.

In some fields, the rice is already transplanted
;
but in most of

them, the cabbage is only removed and the water being let in on
them.
May 16th. Preached to-day on Heaven ; but it was talking of

things in which the people seemed to feel that they had little con-

cern. Had more satisfaction in a short extempore address I made
afterwards, on the main object of Christianity. Two or three

inquirers were present, who have been attending at Dr. Macgow-
an's, but of late have shown a disposition, entirely of their own, to

come to me. I asked two of them to make some remarks, as I

knew they had been in the habit of talking on the subject of

Christianity. They both did so ; what they said was good
enough, but it did not seem very direct or impressive.

I find the Commentary on Luke takes very well ; one of them
inquired with much interest, if any more or other books would be
published, remarking that it was very hard to understand our
Scriptures without them, which is true. The drought still

continues.

May 22d. Very heavy rains. The prohibition of slaughtering
pork removed ; the rains, however, lasted only one day.

May 24th. Started with Mr. Cole in a boat for Chapoo, I.

meaning to go from thence to Shanghai, and he to Pooto. Left
Ningpo at ten o'clock, p. m., and expected to leave Cbinhai at

daylight next morning.

May 25th. Found the boatmen determined not to go till next
day ; many excuses ; first, that they did not know the route to
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Chapoo, and must get another boatman to go along ; then, that

they had some repairing to do, &c. Entreaties, threats, and
promises were useless, and we found ourselves under the necessity

of submitting. I suspect that they wish to smuggle some opium
from here to Chapoo, under cover of foreign protection, and having
made an agreement to do so, they are determined on so doing, as

they would thereby make money. There being no help, we went
ashore and rambled about Cbinhai, and up to Cho paou sau, a
Buddhist temple on top of the hill which overlooks the city, and
from which there is a splendid view by sea and by land ; nothing-

particular to see in the temple. It is ascended by three hundred
and twenty-three steps, many of them cut out of the rock. One of

the monks was quite unable to tell the names of the attendant

deities in the hall of Kwan Yin !

The city is apparently not more than a mile square, and not at all

thickly settled ; one-third of the interior is occupied with rice-fields.

The people, children, and dogs were very civil.

May 26th. Wednesday. Started about two o'clock, a. m., and
got out of the harbor of Chinhai, but found it so calm that we could

not make head against the tide, and came to anchor. Favorable
tide at six o'clock, a. m., and with light wind went on well till about
noon

;
got nearly half way to Chapoo

;
tide turning and wind light,

had to anchor. Wind becoming stronger and tide slackening, up
anchor at five, and went on : but the wind soon came out dead
ahead, and looked squally. About six, blew pretty hard, and all

at once the boatmen put the helm down and turned back to Chin-

hai ! They said it was going to blow hard, they could make no
progress against the wind, and there was no place to anchor during

the night. Several boats ahead of us also turned back, and as the

Chinese " are good barometers," we did not like to insist on their

going ahead. But though the wind was fair and strong for Chin-

hai, yet such was the strength of the adverse tide, that we could

make no progress whatever against it, and it was not till midnight
that we found ourselves going ahead. It was now blowing pretty

hard, raining, and a tolerably heavy sea, so that we were not

sorry when the anchor was dropped in Chinhai, twenty-four hours

after we had left it. I am not very successful in sea voyages.

May 27th. Thursday. Strong wind and dull weather, and no
prospect of getting off to-day. As Mr. Cole was anxious to go on

to Pooto, I looked about among the boats, and found another going

to Chapoo, as soon as the weather would permit. Altliough the

accommodations were of the most contracted kind possible, yet the

boat offered several advantages, and I engaged a passage. The
weather however continued such that going was quite inqjossible,

and as Mr. Cole could not go to Pooio, I spent the afternoon and
night in his boat.

May 2Sth. Friday morning opened with rain, as if it might con-

tinue long ; but about seven it cleared oiY somewhat, and as the

weather gave some indications of clearing off, and the wind came
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from the soiuli. the boatmen gave me some hopes of getting off to-

night or to-morrow morning ! Patience—" Let patience have her

perfect work." Azhih came down from Ningpo with some letters

for me from home, and I conchided to send Apuen back and take

Azhih along, as I had originally intended, but which his sickness

on Monday prevented.

May 29th. Saturday opened very dull indeed ; wind fair, but

weather dark, and raining at times. Boatmen said they could

not go to-day ; so I said, I could not go to-morrow, as it will be

Sunday. This brought them to a decision, and after some con-

sultation, the head man came and said they would start in the

evening, and if tlie wind continued fair, one tide would take us to

Chapoo. They were very anxious to have us go, for there are

many pirates about just now, and the presence and flag of a for-

eigner is a protection not to be despised. I carry no arms, but

such is the terror in all this part of the country of foreigners, that

it is thought no pirates would venture to attack a boat which had
one on board. Not only my own boatmen, but those of nine or

ten other boats which are going together to Chapoo, expect mate-

rial protection from my presence alone. I do not like going just

now, for it will oblige me to spend the Sabbath on the road ; but I

do not well know how to avoid this, for the Convention meets on
Tuesday, and for me to wait at Chinhai till Monday will make it

impossible to be there in time
;
doubtful whether I can be in time

as it is, but I hope to be in Chapoo during the night, and by get-

ting a boat early in the morning, and stopping at some quiet

place on the canal, I can spend the Sabbath in peace.

Left Chinhai at noon, and anchored under " Joshouse hill" till

about five, p. m., when the tide set fair for Chapoo, and with a fair

wind we made sail. It was a beautiful afternoon, and tbe sun set

without a cloud. My boat was filled up with one hundred and
sixteen bales of mats, each containing seventy-five mats, in all 8,700,

besides other things. This filled it so full as hardly to leave room
to move. There w^ere seven boatmen, six Chinese passengers,

and myself The apartment I occupied was about eight feet

square, and in the middle high enough for me to sit not very com-
fortably. This was occupied by myself, to whom was given the

back part, as the most retired, and by my servant, a Chinese
passenger and his servant, and another passenger, who turned out

to be an acquaintance of Azhih. It w^as " pretty thick" work
;

master and man were close together, and it was hard to say to

whom the various arms and legs belonged ; outside was no better,

for the boatmen were as crowded as we were. Among the boat-

men was one much given to story telling, and he amused the other

boatmen and the passengers for two or three hours, with an inces-

sant stream of talk.

We went on finely, and got to Chapoo very soon after midnight

;

but owing to the crowded and close state of the apartment, I slept
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Sabbath. In tl,e nmining fo.md the receding tide had left ourboat h,gh aud dry ,n the mud, and the only way to 4 to shorenearly a quarter of a .nile off, was by wa.ling tlrot^^ the mdor going n, a chair. Had the boal been at all i'omfonabr f

pl:-s o^ToSt-^borf^^si^^^^^^^^^^^

three'Lna rthel^ToT' '^ '''' °" '°"'- '•^°"^^"'' cai> ne'dy
..1^ , «t '

• y '° ''^ '?•="' ^^ ^o'ne quiet P'ace, and to pro-ceed to Shanghai to-morrow. It was about eight o'clock wien

lof r't\Tr''f- '^^ f"^' ''^d'""^ "> Shanghai andto
men wouM hi . n' H ' ^"'' ''.'""^ '°' Shanghai, and the boat-men would have hked much to have gone on, but as thev knewhe increase of the r pay depended partly on' stayrn. th^y "a d

ISrof^r^^l^ '"" "'=™ ^"^ ^"'" - ^ -"P"' «f ''~
I.l"""'''?^,';" ^"'"'r' 'i'^

'="'''='' "'"""' accommodations and sleep-lessness of the night, m a headache, which, though not severe

sku,,in, if''""'','
'" ''^'^'""= ''" ^l^""' "°°»- Otherwise mysituation was very pleasant, and the Sabbath passed quietlv awayI could no avoid noticing ,he immense number of boats of a^shapes and sizes, which went out from Chapoo, and passed us onheir u-ay to Shanghai, Soochow, and otherVlaces. It would cei"tamly be a moderate estimate to say that in four hours thJie w'e,eupwards of three hundred boats, and perhaps twice tliat'umter

oTrfer nf""T ' " ""'?' '"' '" "'^ ""'^ '-^'^1' °f ^^e anal, aM
Zt T Z^ '''"=' •'''"'•' '"-^ ^'^^^ '^ '»°°'<='1> 'here was neve

ir 'trramet^r'"^
'''-'"''' ^^^ ^.-equentlyfrom four^^

The dialect of Chapoo is so much like that of Nino-po that mv
sTInrg'ttin ° ut"' '"

'""'r^
"'"^ ,''>'' people 'a°;.dund:,^

,. rl ffi. !, f
' '"'"'' Pecuhanties, however, which makesitdiffic lit for me at present to understand it : and I find that Thevunderstand me much better than I do them

^
I did not go into the city. I„ fact my comino- this wav at all

oeitfnn "''
l"'' '^'

'

"""
^i

"° "«'''='' '"^^ been^ak n oV setemipe sons, who have passed and repassed without permits, I havemade no scruple in walking through such of the streets as wisnecessary in getting to the boat. Crowds collected to see m; buI observed no rudeness, and but seldom heard the term ^whitedevil,' which, indeed, is often used witho.it intending any i sul,Chapoo IS the town where the English met with the fiei^ce t
"":

sistance as
, is partly inhabited' by Manchus, who are muchbraver than the Chinese. It would seem, from the numb^of
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boats to be a place of some business and population, though I sup-

pose the canal I am now on, is the greatest of all the arteries that

issue from it.

May 31st. Monday. Started during the night, and on going out

in the morning about sunrise, found ourselves at a thriving town,

called San Kew, twenty-seven le from Ghapoo, or about nine miles.

The canal was here quite wide and deep, and at each end of

the town was crossed by a beautiful arched bridge. The hand-

somest tower I have seen in China stood by one of the bridges.

It was five stories high, had galleries all round in each story,

sounding bells attached to the cornices, ropes passing up and
down, wMth some beautiful trees close by, and the whole looked

new" and clean. For many miles we passed on through a country

occupied with fields of wheat, and stalk-beans nearly ripe. The
people have not yet commenced their rice, but will in a very few

davs ;
they are three weeks behind those of Ningpo. The banks

of the canal are lined with willows or mulberry trees to feed

silk-worms, and the water-wheels are generally covered with

thatched roofs, which is quite an improvement on the plan at

Ningpo, where no such care is shown. I did not observe when
we left the canal for the Hwangpoo river, but it was some time

during the forenoon. We made pretty good progress till about

noon, when we were thirty-seven miles from Shanghai, where we
found the tide unfavorable, and as we were now beating by long

tacks against the wind, we came to anchor and got dinner. Pro-

ceeded again about dark, but had to anchor during the next tide.

Went on again at daylight on Tuesday, and by seven o'clock

reached Shanghai. A forest of masts of junks filled the river,

but there were no foreign ships. Found my w^ay to Bishop
Boone's without difficulty, and after breakfast went out with Mr.

Syle, to call on some of the foreign merchants and the mission-

aries. The foreign residences form quite a town, and when all

are finished will be a settlement quite unequalled in China. Some
of them are very expensive, and everything indicates an expecta-

tion of this place becoming, at no distant day, the head-quarters

of influence in China. Called on Messrs. Medhurst, Milne, and
Lockhart, but did not stay long at either place.

In the evening, went over the river with Dr. Boone, Mrs. Boone,

and a number of others, and walked among the rice-fields
; after-

wards, all spent the evening at Dr. Boone's, and so closed the first

day of a residence in Slianghai, w'hich they all tell me will extend

to six months or a year, a length of time which I had not at all

anticipated.

tSharighai, June 3d, 1847.

My Dear Father—
In some of my previous letters, I mentioned to you my expec-

tation of visiting this place. The object is to be present at the
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Convention for the revision of the translation of the New Testa-
ment, to which I have been appointed one of the delegates. The
other delegates are Drs. Medhurst, Boone, Bridgenian, and Mr. J.
Stronach I do not yet know of any others, and presume there
are no o hers. Bridgeman and Stronach are not here yet, but are
expected daily. I supposed the Convention would not sit more
than SIX or seven weeks, but every one here seems to think that
SIX months is the shortest possible time, and a year is spoken of
as more probable. The work is important enough, no doubt to
deserve so much time, though I have some doubts as to the ex-
pediency of It just now. However, as I am the youngest and
least skilled in Chinese of all the members, I do not expect to do
very much, except to look on and see what is done. In the mean
time, I expect to pursue my Chinese studies, much as at Nincrpo
except that I fear I shall lose in the practice in the colloquiaF of
that place. The dialect here is a good deal like that of Nincrpo
and yet so much unlike, that while I can make myself tolerably
well understood, I find a good deal of difficulty in understandino-
others

;
but a little practice will assist me.

""

I left Ningpo, May 24f,h, but owing to adverse winds, had to lie
at the mouth of the river till the 29th. I then came by way of
Ohapoo to this place in three days, one of which, being the Sab-
bath, was spent at anchor in the canal. I did not apply for a per-
mit to come by the way of Chapoo, and met no molestation or
hinderance in passing through that place. The route from Ningpo
to Shanghai, via Chapoo, may now be considered an open route
as several foreigners have passed both ways, and no notice has
been taken of it by the Chinese authorities. It is a great con-
venience to us, and is one among the many evidences, how the
country is opening. Chang-Chow, where the visit of Mr. Abeel
and myself made so much noise, some years ago, has been vis-
ited several times of late, and I have no doubt that the country
wiU be as wide open in a few years as we can desire it.

Your letter of December 17th reached me last week, also two
mission letters of November and December

I have referred so often to my Dictionary, that I am afraid you
will be tired of the very mention of it, but I will trouble you once
inore. 1 have collected all the significations of all the words in
the h our Books, and have concluded to go on with the work so as
to inc.u( e the Five Classics, though perhaps I may not include
the Le Ae, a large and for the most part very trifiing and useless
work. In the Four Books there are in all two thousand three
hundred and forty-five difl^erent characters, and in the Four Books
and hive Classics, the Le Ke excepted, there are rather more than
four thousand and two hundred. I may perhaps send a list of
theni some day, from which you will see that the great body of
the language is contained in them, i. e., the great body of the
really useful characters. Now, my plan is to give each of these
characters with its pronunciation in Mandarin, and in the dialect
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of each of the five ports now open to forcig-ners. Then to give

the etymology of the word from native dictionaries, where I think

such etymology worth notice. Then to give the different signifi-

cations, whether as verhs, nouns, adjectives, &c., and at least one

quotation to illustrate each signification, with rel^irence to the

page and line where found. This will he the body of the work

:

but ray plan includes a good deal more, for as the whole of the

ancient history, geography, &c. of China is contained in these

Four Books and Five Classics, I want my work to be a sort of
'' Classical Dictionary*' on these points. Hence I propose short

biographical, historical, geographical sketches under the appro-

priate characters, with references to such native and foreign

authors as may give the student fuller details. You see this is a

pretty extensive plan. As to time, I have no idea that 1 can do it

in less than five years, without neglecting other works which I

think are entitled to the first place.

But here I am met by a greg,t difficulty. We have few books

in Ningpo. My library is by far the best there, and yet it is a

poor thing compared with some that are in China, and it is miser-

ably deficient in works relating to China, many of which are

quite essential to me, in carrying on my undertaking. Is there

any way of supplying this want ? The books I refer to would
cost I suppose some five hundred dollars, and would be of great

service, not merely to myself, but to all our mission, and I think

ought to be possessed in a mission like ours. I will make out a
list of them in a few days, and send to you by next mail. I

mentioned several of them in some former letters, which I hope
you will be able to procure. They are all to be had in Paris or

Berlin. . . .

My health is very good, and I remain as ever,

Your afiectionate son,

W. M. LOWRIE.

Shanghai, June 4th, 1847.

My Dear Mother—
.... I am now staying at Bishop Boone's, and see as much

company in a day as I did in Ningpo in a month. I do not know
yet how long I am to stay at Shanghai, but I suppose at least six

months, to my great regret. I shall be glad if it be not a year.

The change of scene and air and employment has done me good,

for I had begun to " run down" in Ningpo, and lost both appetite

and fiesh. This, however, did not alarm me, for it has been so

every sunnuer since my coming to China. . . .

The changes here since my visit two years ago, are quite sur-

prising. A wdiole new town of foreign houses has sprung up since

then, and some of them are quite magnificent. It will soon be

the Canton of the North, but give me Ningpo for a residence and
for missionary labors.
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I believe you do not know anybody here, so I liave notliing to

say about them to-day. . . .

Ever afTeclioiiately your.-^,

aV. M. Lowrie.

Shanghai^ July 23d, 1847.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Dear Brother :—I am in your debt for several letters,

which I must now endeavor to repay. I have been bere nearly

two months, and as yet am quite unable to give any definite idea

Avben we shall get tbrough. Owing to tlie uncertainty of travel-

ling up and down this coast, some members of tbe Convention did

not get here till the 28tb ult. ; while I, who was punctual to tbe

day, had to wait on my oars from the 1st ult. After we got to-

gether, all went on well for a week, when we were stopped by a

question wdiich has excited no little talk and writing for sonie time,

"What is the proper Vv^ord for God in Chinese?" Morrison and

Milne have adopted the word jjjlH Shin, which, according to the

best judgment I can form, means God^ or Divinity in general.

Mr. Medhurst for many years used the same term, and even so

late as this present year, 1847, has published a dictionary in which
he says, " The Chinese themselves, for God, and invisible beings

in general, use
jjjj

-j shin.'''' But some twelve years ago or more, he

began to use
f-

-jfe Shang Te, Supreme ruler^ for the true

God, and |j^ shin for false god. Mr. Gutslaff also did tbe same
;

and these two being the best and most experienced Chinese schol-

ars, had of course great weight. And most of the missionaries

were carried away by their example. For some years past, how-
ever, there has been a good deal said on the subject, and a strong

disposition manifested to return to the old way. ^
'if^

'^^^i^^'.?" Te

is objected to, first, as being the distinctive title of the national de-

ity of China, and hence something like the Jupiter of Ron)e
; and

second, it is not a generic term, and cannot be nsed in snch pas-

sages as "Chemosh thy God, and Jehovah our God," '-If Jehovah
be God," &c. "The unknown God, him declare I unto you,"

dec. Ii] fact there 5re many verses where the point and enii)hasis

rests on tiie use of the same ,ire//er/c word all throngii. a- in .lohn

X. 35. 36, 1 Cor. viii. 6, &c. Hence of late many ol" fii*' mission-

aries wish to return to the old word, and a good deal has been
written in the Chinese Re|)ository, and a great deal said on the

subject. Dr. xMedhuist, however, has taken up the cudij^els in

earnest, and printed a book of nearly three hundred pages, in

which he maintains lliat
j|j?[-j shin, never means god, much less

the supreme God. Tliis. bv the way, is in opposition to tiiree dic-

tionaries of his own, published in the last ten years. And he fur-
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ther maintains that f^ te, which properly means ruler, isthe,o-e/i-

er'ic term for God in Chinese
; and that p ^^ Shang Te, "High

or Supreme Ruler," is the proper word to translate Eloldm and
Theos, when they refer to the true God. So the case stood when
the Convention met. We went on with the revision very well, till

we came to Matt. i. 23, where the word Theos occurs. Dr. Bridg-

man then proposed that we use the word jlj|[-| Shin. Bishop Boone

seconded this
; and it was well known tliat my views coincided

with theirs. Dr. xMedhurst and Mr. Stronach, took decided ground

for y ^ Sluing Te: and so we have now been discussing this

question for three weeks, Medhurst and Boone being chief speak-

ers. The latter is a superior debater, and having a very quick

and logical mind, pressed Dr. Medhurst so closely, that he declared

he must have all down in black and white. We agreed to this,

and Bishop Boone and myself worked hard for a week, and wrote

out an argument for jjjHj Shin, covering twenty-six folio pages.

Mr. Medhurst, who had spent five months in writing his book,

and scarcely allowed us ten days to answer it, took our answer

so seriously, that lie said he must have some weeks to prepare a

reply. So he and Mr. Stronach are now engaged on this. I

greatly fear that the result of all will be, that each side will hold

their own views, and Dr. Medhurst and Mr. Stronach will secede.

In that case there will be two versions or none. A large majority

of the missionaries in China, I believe, are for
jjjf|^

Shin; most of

our missionaries are strongly for it, though one or two hesi-

tate a little; all the Baptists; all the Episcopalians, both Eng-
lish and Americans ; most of the American Board missionaries,

and several even of the London Missionary Society. This of it-

self is a strong proof for jjjm Shin, for it shows that even the ac-

knowledged Chinese scholarship of Medhnrst and GutzlaflTis not

able to command assent for p ^^ Shang Te. But I did not

mean to write so much on this.

. . . This summer, so far, has been very pleasant ; nothing like

so hot as last year. I am staying at Bishop Boone's, where they

make me feel very comfortable. Hitherto our agreement of views

on the question we have been discussing, has made us the V^est of

friends. He is of course a strong Episcopalian, but withal very

catholic, and speaks very cordially of " otiier churches" and their

ministers as " ministers of Christ." He has shown an excellent

spirit, thus far, in the convention.

Mr. Milne often speaks of you with much kindness. He and
Medhurst and Stronach, are all well. Believe me ever,

Your affectionate brother,

W. M. LOWRIE.
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Ningpo, 29th July, 1847.

My Dear Father—
.... I think it probable that we sliall have the remainder of the

discussions respecting tlie term for God next week. It is my daily

praver that we may be directed to a right conchision. The im-

portance of the subject seems to grow the more it is examined,

lliough tins is often the case, even in unimportant matters, when
the mind is intently lixed on them

;
and the more examination I

give it, the more I feel satisfied that without the generic term for

God, it will be extremely dillicult to give the Chinese correct ideas

of our theology. If that word be not Skin, I am utterly unable

to see wdiat it is. Dr. Medhurst now says it is Te, but this is an
idea taken up within the last five months, and is in opposition to

all his own dictionaries, and translations, and to all the experience

of all who have ever written in or on the language. I make my
remarks in this sweeping style, because convinced of their truth.

Even the Chinese say, "We don't use the word Te in that sense."

Oh for the Spirit of wisdom and grace to direct us ! It is a mat-

ter of much thankfulness that Dr. Boone's health permits him to

take an active part in the discussion ; as the character of his mind
and acquirements, and his readiness as a debater, are of the utmost

importance in discussing with Dr. Medhurst. Having no fondness

for such contests, I say but little
;
but spend a good deal of time

with Dr. B. in examining the subject in the native Chinese authors.

I hope in the next overland to be able to give an account of the

close of the discussion. In the meantime, I suppase it will be bet-

ter not to publish anything about it, beyond the general fact of

the Convention being in session.

I am anxious to study the Manchu Tartar, a language not

studied as yet by any one of the missionaries, but of great import-

ance in explaining Chinese, as the French scholars have shown
in their books published in France ; and wiiich, as this country

becomes open to us, and allows us to go further north, will be

found to be of great utility. See an article on this subject in the

Chinese Repository of 1844, by Mr. Gushing. For this, I would
like the following books :—Gerbillon, Elementa Lingua Tartarica

;

Amyot, Grannnaire Tartare Mantchou : liangles, Dictionnaire

Tartare Mantchou Francais, 3 vols. 4to
;

Klaproth, Chrestoma-

thie Mandchou : Paris, 1828.

So far the sunmier is very pleasant, and my health better than

in any previous summer. . . .

Your very affectionate son, W. M. Lowrie.

Shanghai, August 8th, 1847.

Rev. Joseph Owen—
Dear Brother :- -I wrote to you some time ago a letter which

I hope you have received. I now write on a special occasion, and
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shall be very glad if you can give me a pretty full answer by
return mail. I am here attending a Convention for revising the

Translation of the New Testament into Chinese. We are divi-

ded on one point of great importance. Some of us in transla-

ting D^mbx and B^o;^ wish to use the word
jljfjj

^Iilii. which is

the Chinese term for God, or Divinity in general. It is applied to

all their gods, from the highest to the lowest, and to the spirits of

ancestors, which are always deified and worshipped by their de-

scendants ; atid the being who is supposed to be in all their idols

is also called j|jU-| Shin. Hence it is the generic term for God,

just as Qf^og^ (" Gods many and Lords many, but to us one God,"

&.C.) Others of us prefer the term V- ^^ Shang-te. which means

Supreme Ruler, and is the name or title of the chief divinity

worshipped by the Chinese. This is not a generic term, nor ca-

pable of being applied alike to true and false gods, nor of being

used in the pkiral. Such is the state of the case.

What I want to ask is, wliat is the custom in India? Do you
fmd any term applied b}^ the natives to all their gods? And do

vou use this term, and say, "You worship AW^ny gods ^ but they

are false, and we preach to you the true God T Or do you use

a distinct term, in speaking of the true God, from that used to

designate false gods ?

Some say that in Arabic there is one term for the true God,

wliich is used for him alone, and others for false gods ; and that

in such sentences as " Chemosh thy god, and Jehovah our God,"'

(Judges xi. 24*) diiTerent words are used to express the word
c-^nibx. Is this so? Any light you can give us will be very

valuable. Please direct to me at this place, care of Rt. Rev.

W. J. Boone. D. D., Shanghai, as I shall probably be here when
3'^our answer comes.

The question is a very important one here, and has been a good

deal discussed. Medhurst, and Gutzlaff, and John Stronach, are

the chief advocates of V- fS" Shang-te ; Legge, Bridgman,

Boone, and myself, are among the supporters of j'jrfj >S/ii/L as were

Morrison and Milne before, and a majority of the present mission-

aries in China.

My health is very good, as is that of most of the members of

our mission, saving the languor produced by the heat of summer.
Poor Brother Speer has lost both his wife and daughter. Dr.

Medhurst preaches three times every Sabbath, and twice during

the week, to audiences varying from one hundred to four hundred
persons. Two or three persons have been baj)tized liere, and as

many in Ningpo, and, on the whole, we are encouraged.

With kind regards to Mrs. Owen, and a kiss to your son, be-

lieve me, in haste, ever

Affectionately yours, W. M. Lowrie.
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P. S. Do not delay to answer my inquiries. If you have any
pamphlets on this subject which you can spare, 1 would like to

see them.

Ningpo, November 3d, 1847.

Walter Lowrie, Esa.

—

My Dear Sir :—I send to you, by this opportunity, a lon^ ar-

ticle, wliich I found among the papers of your much laujcnted son,

which were sent down from Shanghai. I have been deej)ly inter-

ested in reading it, and if published, it will now speak with more
powerful elfect to those to w^hom it is addressed, because tl)e be-

loved author has gone to receive his reward where these trials will

be known no more forever. I have often, conversed with him on
the subject of which the paper treats, and many of the sentiments
it, contains, I have heard him repeat frequently in conversation

—

sentiments to which I can subscribe with all my heart, though to

many of them not qo feelingly as he could. . . .

iVlfectionately yours in Christ,

M. S. Culbertson.

It is high time that the romance of missions were done away.
It is high time that not merely the missionaries themselves, but
the churches who send them out and pray for them, and wait to

hear of their successes, should form sober and just views of the
various parts of the missionary work. Yet I know of few harder
things to be done than this. Owing to improper and highly col-

ored statements early laid before the Christian public, and to the

even yet too common practice of presenting only one side of the
picture, in platform speeches, the idea has become engrained in the

minds of multitudes of Christians, that the missionary work is

something radically different from that of the minister at home.
Moreover, there are comparatively few of the members of our
churches who appreciate aright the state of the heathen. Vague
general impressions ©f great wickedness, are nearly all that most
people have of the condition of idolaters. One of the worst conse-
quences of this vagueness of impression is, that Christians form no
definite or accurate conception of the nature of the work to be
performed. They are perpetually applying to the heathen their

knowledge of what exists among Christian communities ; or per-

haps more properly it is this : Many Christians think of missiona-

ries as beings almost above the ordinary vicissitudes and weak-
nesses of humanity ;

as having already " begun to enjoy heaven ;"

and they tliink of the heathen as certainly possessing much of the

general knowledge which is so commonly possessed at home, that

no one thinks of recollecting where he learned it.

Now the influence of these two mistakes is most injurious. It

is easy for the missionary to see the injury they produce; but it is

not so easy to remedy them. I know of hardly any way in which
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they can be remedied, except by the missionary openin;^ up and
spreading out his own heart and his own feehngs before the
Christian pubUc. Could our bretlnen at home but see the heathen
as we see them, and share our feehngs as we look upon them, a
more sober and practical view of things would soon possess the
minds of the ciiurches. It may be said, " Well, this is a very sim-

ple affair. Why do you not thus tell us what you think and feel?"

Because, brethren, simple though it seems, it is one of the hardest

and most perilous things a man can attempt to do. When a
man talks of himself and of his own feelings, he is almost sure

to be betrayed into egotism, and egotism will rarely fail to give

disgust. It is a very hard thing for a man to talk of his own say-

ings and doings, without mingling a little more of himself in what
he says than he ought ; and the consciousness of this keeps many
a man on mere generalities or descriptions, which excite little

interest, while his own feelings, which would thrill through your
very hearts, are carefully and purposely, and in many cases wisely

kept in the recesses of his own bosom.

It is a blessing to any Missionary Society when it possesses

among its missionaries one or more of those humble, simple-

minded, sincere laborers, who can talk of themselves, and reveal

their own feelings without offence, or giving rise to the thought
that they are seeking to make themselves conspicuous. Such a
man was the late Rev. R. W. Sawyer. Few communications
more deeply interesfing than his have appeared in our Missionary

Chronicle; and the reason mainly was, that the feelings of the

man were simply and truthfully depicted in his journals. There
was in them no effort at displa}^ ; those who knew the man would
never suspect him of such a motive. Had it pleased God to spare

his life, we might have hoped in a few years to have had a series

of communications from him, which, stating simply the true con-

dition of the heathen, and giving his own earnest feelings along
therewith, would have rectified the views of many respecting the

character of missionary labors in heathen lands. But he has gone
to an early grave, and to his crown in the heavens.

The writer of this is not competent to do what Brother Sawyer
might have done. He feels that he does not possess that meek,
unambitious spirit, and that for him to attempt to write thus

fully and frankly, would be to expose himself to the charge of os-

tentatiously parading his own emotions, a thing that would defeat

the very object of such communications. Yet being deeply anx-
ious to correct some of the misconceptions that prevail, I shall en-

deavor in this essay to give, in a somewhat general form, some of

the facts and feelings with which myself and other missionaries

have been conversant. If in doing this, I should after all fall into

the error above referred to, it will only be an additional proof of

the truth of the remark ;
and may I not hope that those who may

detect the error, or the sin, will at least be convinced by it, that

missionaries are men of like passions with others, and must be
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sustained by God's grace, and tlie jiniyers of Ctod's people, that

they may rightly prosecute their work among the heatlien.

Much misapprehension exists at home as to the nature of the

trials of missionaries in heathen lands. Even yet there are tliose

who fancy that they consist almost wholly in temporal or bodily

privations. Now the truth is, that though there are outward trials

experienced by missionaries, and some which would call forth

many complaints from some who dwell in their "ceiled houses" at

home, yet in most missions these are the trials that give least un-
easiness. In fact, in most mission stations, the missionary lives in

a state of bodily comfort, such as your backwoods' ministers and
domestic missionaries might envy. The new missionary, with his

romantic feelings fresh in him, and his ignorance of the wants of a
strange climate, is sometimes surprised at the state of comfort in

which he finds his predecessors living; and cases have occurred,

where, on the details of their mode of life being communicated at

home, no small ill-feeling and dissatisfaction has been produced
among warm friends of missions. I will not deny that, in some
cases, more time and more expense have been bestowed by the

missionary, in making his nest comfortable, than ought to have
been given

;
but I am persuaded that, were the churches fully

aware of the state of things produced by the climate, character of

the people, and nature of the work to be performed, they would
feel that too liitle attention has been given by the missionaries to

their bodily condition. The remark is frequently made in the

East, by those who have longest lived here, that American mis-

sionaries are too economical ; and I certainly know of cases, where
the spending of a few more dollars in procuring attendance of ser-

vants and bodily comforts would have, humanly speaking, averted

many an hpur of suffering and sickness, and perhaps would have
prevented some of those " returns of missionaries" of which so

many complaints have been made.
In hot climates, good houses and a sufficient number of ser-

vants, are not mere matters of luxury. I have brought on myself
an atttack of sickness, by going on foot only a short distance in

the middle of the day, when prudence would have ordered me to

spend a quarter or a half dollar, and go in a chair carried on
men's shoulders. It would have been economy too, for the time

lost by the sickness was of far more value than the few cents

saved by the course adopted. Some of the complaints made at

home respecting the extravagance of missionaries strike us here,

as inconsistent with the expectations entertained by those who make
them. We are sent here, having among our secondary objects, to

teach civilization
; and some complain that we live in a civilized

style. We are sent here to introduce among the people some of

those refinements that adorn civilized life; and yet, there are act-

ually some who complain of a missionary's wife for cultivating

flowers in her garden, or hanging pictures round her room !

Possibly too, some of these austere censors would object to the
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practice that some of us have, of spending an evening occasionally

in visiting at a friend's, where hvely conversation occupies the

time, and httle or no direct allusion is made to the great work in

wiiich we are engaged. I do not refer to these things in a cap-

tious or fault-finding spirit. Prohably there are few who make
such complaints, and those more from thoughtlessness than from
settled distrust of the self-denying and laborious spirit of those who
are the objects of their censures.

The object of the rei^iainder of this essay will be, to give some
of the real trials of a missionary. 1 do not do this as complaining
of them, but partly for the sake of setting those right, who may
entertain romantic and consequently erroneous views ; and chiefly

to beg an interest in the prayers of those who read. Knowing
our trials, you will know what we need. Knowing what we
need, you will not fail to beseech God to supply our necessities.

The missionary's first trial is commonly in the language he has
to learn, and that in several respects. He comes to his station

and feels himself on missionary ground. He is astonished and
almost sickened by sights of idolatry which he had heard of, in-

deed, at home, but which he now sees with his own eyes. His
heart is overflowing with tiie" desire to testify against the sins he
sees, and burning with zeal to urge upon the people repentance
towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. Oh for

the tongue of an angel to speak unto them the words of life !

Alas ! my brother, your mouth is closed, your tongue is tied. You
cannot speak with even "stammering lips'' in this "other tongue."

What would you not give now" for the gift of tongues ! But there is

no help for it, and restraining your zeal as you may, or employing
it in prayer to God, since you cannot speak to men, j^ou sit down
to your books, with your heathen teacher at your sideband work
away, in a hot climate, sustained by hope. You are all anxiety
to learn the language, and you toil away, day and night, forget-

ting or neglecting the advice and warning of yoiu' more expe-
rienced predecessors. The stock of health and the vigor you have
brought from your native land, and your sea voyage, sustain you,
and you feel no particular need of extra care to preserve your
health. Months pass aw^ay. If you are in India, you begin to

talk some in less than a year ; if in China, during your second
year. But about this time the impression steals over you, that
you have not quite so much bodily vigor as you once had

; and if

you are thoughtful, the fact that you catch yourself reclining on
a couch at times, when in your own country you would never
have thought of such an indulgence, leaves the unpleasant con-
viction on your mind, that though all things in the way of hard
study may be possible or lawful, yet certainly "all things are not
expedient ;" and that if you wish for length of years and prolonged
usefulness in your heathen abode, it must be at the sacrifice of
some of the diligent and close application that your own cUmate
would allow, and your own country would require.
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Sooner or later yoii begin to talk with your teacher and serv-

ants, and by degrees you get them to understand that you really

have not come out to make money, or seek j)leasure, or gain
honor. Perhaps they will think that you are some sort of a re-

ligious devotee, who expects to merit heaven by the performance
of good works, and that you have chosen the profession of a mis-

sionary as that in which your energies are to be spent. How often

have I heard it said of me, that I w^as the son of a very rich man,
who came out here to see the world, and amuse myself! Others,

again, could not be persuaded that I was not the agent of our

government, with some confidential errand. Others, again, that

at the longest I should remain but four or five years, and then go
back home. If, surmounting all these misapprehensions, you at

last get those around you to understand your motive, you will

scarcely avoid being cut to the heart by fmding that they do not

appreciate it in the slightest degree. Although you have come
out to do them good, and j^our heart's desire and prayer is, that

they may be saved, yet you will be highly favored indeed if you
do not find yourself cheated by your servants, and ridiculed by
your teacher behind your back, and regarded as an " outside for-

eigner," and fair game by the community in general.

You will find, too, (hat the study of a hard, dry language has

a disheartening effect on your zeal and ardor as a missionary.

It is not easy to study out declensions, and cases, and tenses, and
conjugations, and particles, and to wade througli dull tomes of

heathen learning, nonsensical speculations, and unintelligible

metaphysics, and at the same time to keep up the freshness and
simplicity of spirit and the earnestness, that are necessary in

speaking face to foce with an unconverted man. The two things

are certainly not incompatible
;
but it will not be surprising, if,

when engaged in such studies, under the infiuence of an exhaust-

ing climate, you find yourself losing some of that ardor you felt

when your foot first rested on a heathen soil, and your eye first

saw men bownng down to idols. And as by this time you. will,

have had the sad proof which experience gives, that the hearts of-

the heathen are not naturally open to receive the gospel, and that

they are more ready to laugh at your blunders in pronunciation

than to practise your exhortations to piety, it will not be strange

if you find some disinclination to open your moutli at all. As.

this is an unexpected dilficulty, it may cost you many a painful

refliection ere you find it removed.

Here is another difficulty which meets you in the language, and

one which you never dreamed of when you were preaching or

talking on religion at home. You are learning a heathen lan-

guage, and it has few terms to express Christian, ideas. What
word will you use to speak of God ? There is no word in the

language which is not polluted by associations with idolatry. If

you use the name of the higliest divinity known to the people,

they will think you favor their own system of religion. If you
29
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use the abstract term for God, tliey will ask, " What God do you
mean ?" and perhaps will run over the names of half a dozen of

their principal gods, to see if it be not some one of these you in-

tend. You say, no
;
you mean " tbe true God." Why, they

never thought of such a thing as a false god ! They will very

willingly allow that your God is a true God, but they expect equal

toleration for their own ;
and you will fmd it no easy matter to

convince them that when you speak of God, you mean only one.

How will you tell them of Jesus, that dear name on which all

your hopes are centered ? It is a stranger to them, and, I speak with

reverence and with sorrow, the mention of it excites no more emo-

tion in their minds, than of Caesar, or Pompey, or William, or James.

How will you tell them of the Spirit? They have not so much
as heard whether ihere be a Holy Ghost. Nay, so materialized has

become their language, that it is very doubtful whether you can

find a word that means Spirit in it. What will you do for "justi-

fication," " adoption," " sanctification," " effectual calling," " elec-

tion," " salvation," " faith," and fifty other terms, without which

no sermon is ever composed, and no prayer ever offered at home?
You will not find them. You will be surprised to find that even

the most experienced missionaries are not perfectly agreed as to

what are the best terms to be used; and you will at last find your-

self obliged to settle down on the conviction that the language of the

people must be converted and Christianized, as well as the people

themselves.

You have not the gift of tongues, but must learn the language

by a slow^ and laborious process ;
for the dictionaries, grammars,

and other helps for learning it, are not quite so good as those

for learning Latin and Greek. When it is learned, you find it

is not an instrument all ready for use; but that you must
mould and polish it, to make it express ideas that it never expressed

before.

But we will suppose that these first difficulties are overcome
;

and though you are still far from being a ready speaker, yet you
can delay no longer, but must deliver your message, whether men
will hear, or whether they will forbear. You have your first ser-

mon prepared. You have studied it carefully. You have prayed

over it. You have wept over it. You prepare your house, or

chapel, or whatever it may be. You open your doors, and with a

heart not wholly calm and at ease, you wait for your hearers.

Do they come, " like clouds, and like doves to their windows ?"

Not at all. If your house is on a frequented thoroughfare, they

come tumbling in, as if to a theatre, or a puppet-show. If in a

more retired situation, they drop in by twos and threes, to see the

stranger, or to hear and tell of some new thing. After getting

something like order established, you commence to talk to them
;

and if you get on better than you expected, you are nmch gratified.

Some few give a fixed attention
;
and yet if your own eyes are

about you, you must see that even they are occasionalhT^ puzzled
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to know what you mean. The most of your audience, however,
stare vacantly ;

or Hsten as they would to the chattering of a

monkey, or the voice of a strange animal. Perhaps some one
may audibly say he does not understand you ; or perhaps others

may praise your correct pronunciation, and declare that you mu>t
be a very talented man to be able to speak their language so well.

But probably in the midst of your discourse, it may be, whilst you
are delivering some of your most earnest exhortations, two or three

get up and walk out ; or one man commences an audible conver-

sation with his neighbor
;
another smokes his pipe ; and another

takes nuts out of his pocket, and very deliberately employs him-
self in munching them.

Nevertheless, you are encouraged. Your mouth is at last

opened ; and you pour out to God the fulness of a grateful heart,

that to one who is less than the least of all saints is this grace

given, to preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of

Christ. On the next Sabbath you go to your place with rather

more confidence and hope. But perhaps it is a rainy day, and no
one comes, and you are dreadfully cast down.

After a few days' experience you begin to be accustomed to the

fluctuations and turbulence of a heathen audience, and to feel less

anxiety as to your own ability to speak to them. You can now
observe some things better than at first. One thing that you soon

notice, is, that few come a second time. Once is enough, when
they find you are talking of subjects that will neither fill their bel-

lies, nor clothe their backs, nor put money in their purses. Prob-

ably enough, a few will come more than once
;
but rarely will

any come regularly. You might care less for this, if those that

did come, would stay to hear all you have to say at one time
;

but unless you use some art, or assume some authority, or lock

your door, you will probably find that half of those who heard the

beginning, will not hear the end of your discourse
;
while all that

some will get, might not inappropriately be compared to the '' two
legs, or a piece of an ear," that the shepherd taketh out of the

mouth of the lion.

You find too, that your hearers are utterly ignorant of most of

the first principles of the oracles of God. It will take you some
time to appreciate the thick darkness that covers them. There is

" a covering over them, a veil spread over the nations," of which
those educated in a Christian land can form little conception. No
child in your Sabbath-schools at home is so ignorant, as is every

man and woman to whom you preach here. Nor is this strange

No mother ever taught them a Catechism ;
no church-going bell

ever sounded in their ears
; no Sabbath ever disturbed their cease-

less round of business, amusement, and sin. They have bowed

down to idols, until they think their gods are like themselves; and

when you attempt to speak to them of Him who made the heavens,

you bring strange things to their ears. Talk of Jehovah, and they

at once suppose he is your national god, or perhaps some god of
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the hills, but not of the valleys. Talk of Jesus and the Resurrec-

tion, and they will say you are " a setter forth of strange gods."

They never heard of Jesus. Tell them he is the Son of God,

and they begin to ask about God's wife, and how many children

he has. Tell them of Abraham, and Moses, and David, and Eli-

jah, and Paul, and John, and the names are totally new. They
never heard them before, and they awaken no associations in their

minds. Tell them of the wonders of the creation and the deluge,

of the plagues of Egypt and the llames of Sinai, (he desert and
the Jordan, and the Promised Land, and if they find no difficulty

in believing you, it is because their own books tell them tales as

wonderful as these, and believed with as implicit a faith as the

Bible is by us. Tell them of the miraculous conception of our

Lord, and they are rather pleased to hear it; for in their histories

ihere are several instances of the same nature recorded. Miracles

make little impression on their minds, for they have read of many
equally wonderful, and their minds, untrained to weigh evidence

and balance testimonies, place the same confidence in lying le-

gends as in the Scriptures of truth. What hold have you on such

minds as these? And when, leaving the sphere of miracles and
external evidences, you come to the holy law auf^ Lhe internal evi-

dences of religion, which after all are the only ones you have to

depend on here, you are met by new difficulties. It is said of the

Indians of America, that when discovered by Columbus, they were

so ignorant of the character and power of their new visitors, that

they played with the most dangerous tools, and caught the naked
sword blades with their hands, not knowing that they would cut. It

is so here. Wield the " sword of the Spirit," as you will, if it is you
alone that wields it, it will make no impression. Their seared

consciences will suffer its sharpest edge and turn it aside, and they

will smile under your most solemn appeals, apparently unconscious

that the message can be for them. You find few among your
hearers in the United States, who cannot understand the allusions

lo Scripture which you make, and not unfrequently it happens
that a bow drawn at a venture, sends a shaft to the obdurate heart.

h\ the life of the devoted McCheyne. it is said that he once took

shelter during a shower in a forge, where a man was attending a
furnace. Pointing to the blazing liame, he said to one of the

workmen, " What does that remind you of ?" That one simple

sentence, for he said no more, was under God the means of his

conversion. But the conversion of a heathen from hearing such
a remark, would be a miracle. He would not understand the al-

lusion. It would excite no fears in his breast. Hence you must
be a teacher of babes—but no, for that would be a luxury com-
pared with this. You must be a teacher of those who are as igno-

rant of God's truth as babes are, and as full of sin as years and
heathenism can make them, and with hearts as firm as a stone,

yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone. If you are a

Christian, if you desire the glory of God, if you desire the salva-
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tion of men, you cannol labor amon<]^ such a people as this, witb-
011 1 some feelitii^s of sorrow, which a table scantily supplied, or a
patched coat, or even a bed of sickness, has never told you of.

Our fluctuating audiences and constant new-comers keep us
always on the very simplest truths

; for few of those who heard
tlie sermon on the last iSabbath, come to hear the one of to-day.

Hence the same tale must be repeated every day, and without
nuicli care to present the oft-told tale in a new light, the few who
may have come more than once or twice, become dissatisfied

at the repetition of the same truths, and come no more. In the

midst of all these discouragements, it will be very strange, if after

a few months or even less, you do not feel the thought rising up,

"Well, there is no use in talking to a people like this."

Depend upon it, my brother, you will not lind yourself in heaven,
with the garments of your sinful mortality or liability to Satan's

temptations left behind you, merely because you are a missionary

to the heathen. While you are thus discouraged by seeing no
fruit to your labors, and apparently no eflfect produced, you will

not fail to find Satan busy with you, and your own heart second-

ing his assaults. You must not think that he will suffer you to

batter the walls where he has so long entrenched himself, without

an answering charge. The captives of the mighty and the prey

of the terrible one, will not be so easily let go. He will come to

you, and tell you that you are doing no good, and never will do
any ;

that you had better cease at once, or go where you can do
more. He Avill fix your mind so strongly oq the difficulties, as to

keep you from seeing the promises. He will fix your attention on
the weakness of the earthen vessel, and keep you from looking to

Him whose is the power and the glory ; and at times you will feel

such a repugnance to open your lips before a heathen audience,

such a shrinking from the work, that like Jonah when he fainted

and wished in himself to die, you will say, " It is better for me to

die than to live."

How long you may have to labor in thus gathering out the

stones, and clearing away the jungle, is of course not for man to

say. One might indeed conjecture, that it will be until you are

brought fully to feel, not only your own utter helplessness, but

also to long for the blessing and presence of the Spirit, " with

groanings that cannot be uttered." As long as there remains in

you any part of that spirit which will not give all the glory of suc-

cess to God, you can hardly expect a blessing on your labors ; and
perhaps God may see fit to humble you, by long failure of appar-

ent success, until your only wish be, "Let what may become of

the poor worm, but oh God, glorify thy name." But in the mean
time, if your heart is at all liglit, it will be no small trial to labor

thus. I speak not of the mere feeling of anxiety lest the expec-

tations of friends at home, anxious to hear of your success, should

be disappointed. There may be some with whom this is a main
motive to exertion ; but it is one of such inferior moment, com-
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pared with that of commending one's self to God as a faithful

steward, that I should be sorry to see much prominence given to

it. But there are other considerations connected with such labors.

There is that of "hope deferred which maketh the heart sick,"

and there is that of loneliness.

Bear with me a moment. You look over your congregations,

and there are some whose faces beam back to you the emotions

you feel in your own hearts. There are some who love Jesus
;

some who are awakened ;
some who are serious ;

some who are

inquiring. You go out among your people, and you find at least

here and there a" family altar erected. You may grieve as you

pass by the dram-shop ; but you never have to avert your face as

you pass an idol's temple. You go into the burying-grounds, and

can say, "This one sleeps in Jesus, and that loved friend I shall

meet in heaven." You look over a wide-spread nig valley, as you

chmb some hill in your pastoral visitations, and as you look over

the scattered houses, you can say, " In this and that house there

is one who can say, ' Christ is mine.' " How sweet are some of the

reflections excited by such objects, in the " Dairyman's Daughter !"

And there are few neighborhoods in your highly favored land,

v/here the faithful pastor is not privileged to make some such re-

flections. You are not alone. The Spirit of God moves among
you ;

and the very air you breathe wafts sighs, and prayers, and

praise to heaven.

It is not so here. Our congregations are dead. We have no

Christian families to visit. It is not pleasant to go through the

crowded burial grounds here, or to look out over the plains.

Death reigns. An idol temple deforms every scene. The air is

loaded with the smoke of incense offered to devils.
^
The breezes

waft sounds of idolatrous worship to our ears. We look over a

region where there are thousands and myriads of people, and we
feel that we are alone here. Oh, the loneliness, the utter desola-

tion of soul, I have sometimes felt in walking through these

crowded streets, the very dogs barking at me for a foreigner, and

not one among all these thousands to whom I could utter the name
of Jesus withany hope of a response. Dry bones ! Very many
in the open valley ! Very dry ! We are walking among decay-

ing skeletons, and grinning skulls, and death reigns. This is

loneliness. Brethren, I have read many accounts of the destitu-

tions and sorrows of domestic missionaries in the West, and the

times have not been few in which the unbidden thought has fiUc.l

my heart, and almost found utterance from my mouth, "Give me
your privileges and I will share your sorrows." What are food

and drink compared to trials such as these ?

How long ! Oh Lord, how long ! these " long desolations ?"

Satan mocks ! As with a sword in my bones he reproacheth

me. He saith daily unto me, " AVhere is your God ?"

It may be that some, on reading these lines, will feel an emotion

of surprise, not unmixed with censure. " Is it a missionary who
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writes thus? Arc these the joys that missionaries feel? Are
tliese the complaints they uiter? We thought they had heeii

men of stronger faith, of lirmer nerve than this !"' It may be you
have thought so. Many do, forgetting that we are men of like

passions with yourselves, and tliat we have not a healthful, vigor-

ous public sentiment to support us as you have. We have tempta-

tions hke yours, perhaps worse, without your abundant external

means of guarding against them. Our souls are polluted by the

abominations with which we are surrounded. We have to look

on idolatry and vice as conuTion things, and to accustom ourselves

to see with comparatively little concern things that would deprive

you of your rest. We must do this, for human nature could not

always bear up under the fresh horror, with which the new mis-

sionary looks on these dark places so filled with the habitations of

cruelty. We must also more or less feel the influence of the

public sentiment of these heathen lands ; which, so unlike yours,

like the hot blasts of summer that weaken our bodies, blows over

our souls with its sickening influences, like the poisonous breath

of Ill-pause in the Holy War.
Say that we have converts. They do not speedily rise to the

stature of full-grown men, as so many of yours do. Far more
than ourselves, they are under the influence of the evil public

spirit that prevails here. It is hard for them to rise, as you see

men rising. We have no such richly stored libraries of books of

devotion to spread before them as you have. No Baxter, or

Flavel, or Doddridge ;
nay, as yet, hardly even the blessed Bible

to put in their hands. We have not the Sabbath school, and the

bible class, the monthly tract visitor, the faithful elder, the mother

in Israel, and the goodly company of the church, to assist the

pastor in his work, as you have ; for almost the only Christian

example they can see is our own.
These discouragements and trials are inseparable from the

nature of our work. Some of them will wear away after a few

years, and others will give place to those of a difljerent character

;

but in the commencement of a new mission there nuist be such as

these. Some missionaries will feel them more than others
;
but

as yet I have met with none who would not more or less sympa-
thize in the most of what is written above.

Fathers and brethren, mothers in Israel, and sisters in Christ,

make your own connnents and reflections on what has been been

written ; but forget not to pray for those who are often trou-

bled on every side, though not distressed
;
perplexed, though not

in despair
;
persecuted, but not forsaken ;

cast down, but not

destroyed.

W. M. LOWRIE.



CHAPTER X.

LETTERS FROM MISSIONARIES, AND OTHERS. ON THE DEATH AND CHARACTER

OF THE REV. W. M. LOWRIE.

From the Rev. A. W. Loo?7iis, of the Ningpo Mission.

Ning-po, August 25th, 1847.

Walter Lowrie, Esq..—
Honored and Very Dear Sir:—It has become my painful

duty to act on this occasion as the bearer of mournful tidings, and
may you, my dear sir, and your family be enabled to say, -'It is

the Lord, let him do as seemeth him good." I need not attempt

to hide anything from you : for your God, who has enabled you
cheerfully to consecrate one after another of your dear children to

his service here below, will enable you submissively to resign them
when they are called to his service above. I trust you will be able

to say, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : blessed

be the name of tlie Lord."

Our brother, Walter M. Lowrie. whom we loved, is no more, for

God has taken him. We have confidence that our loss is his un-

speakable gain. The stroke has fallen heavily upon us, yet He
who loved him infinitely more than we could, saw fit to take him
to himself

The news of this melancholy event reached here yesterday,

brought by Mr. Lowrie's long tried and faithful servant, and by
another Chinaman in the employment of the mission. [Mr. Loo-

mis then mentions that this man had been sent from Ningpo to

Shanghai, where Mr. Lowrie was attending the Convention for the

revised translation of tlie New Testament, requesting his return to

the station at Ningpo, witli reference to certain occurrences at that

station.] Mr. Lowrie, with tliese two attendants, set out from

Shanghai on Monday, August 16th, by the canal to Chapoo.

They arrived, all well, at Chapoo, on the morning of the 18th.

A boat was engaged, one of the regular passenger boats, and on

the evening of the I8th all went on board with their baggage, to

be in readiness for an early departure next morning. During the

day of the 18th inst., lie had been about through the city with-

out anything unpleasant having occurred in liis treatment by the

Chinese. On the morning of the 19l!i, the boat in which they
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had taken passage set sail very early. The wind was unfavor-

able, being strong from the soutli. Accordingly it was necessary

to beat, and the boat sailed, as is supposed, about twelve miles in

a south-easterly direction
;
when suddenly a vessel was seen i)car-

ing down upon them very rapidly. It was a craft like those which
belong to Chapoo, with three masts and eight oars. At the sight

of this vessel the boatmen and other Chinamen (passengers) in ihe

boat, were greatly terrilied, and were for turning hack, but Mr.
Lowrie endeavored to allay their fears. As they drew nearer, he

showed a small American flag which he had with him, but still

they came on, and soon discharged their firearms. Upon tiiis, he

w^ent to the inner part of the boat, having been |)reviously stand-

ing in the open part of the boat in the bow. When the pirates

came, they Ijoarded the l)oat with swords and spears, and l)egan

to thrust and beat all who stood in their way; especially they

seemed to seek out and maim the sailors, or the strong and able-

bodied, to put an end to their interference. All agree in stating that

they did not see a single blow inflicted upon Mr. Lowrie. lie is

said to have seated himself on a chair or box, and remained qui-

etly
;
and when they were breaking open a trunk with their lieavy

spears, he took out the key and gave it to them, saying, "There
is no need to break it open, here is the key." The pirates con-

tinued their work of plunder, breaking open everything and taking

out such things as they wished, and stripping even the clothes

from the Chinamen. Yet they did not touch anything that was
on him ; even his watch, and perhaps seven or eight dollars

that were in his pocket, they did not take. They stripped and
beat his servant, which he requested them to stop, as the poor

man was sick. Being probably unable to stay and witness such

cruelty, he then went out and sat on the bow of the boat.

Before they had finished plundering, something seemed to have

awakened a fear in the minds of the pirates, lest when he reached

Shanghai they would be reported to the authorities, whereuj)o]i

they debated for a moment whether they would kill him or throw

him alive into the sea. They hastily determined upon the latter,

and two men seized him; and they being unable to eflect their

purpose, another came up, and he was thrown overboard. One
of the boatmen, who was near to him during his last moments,

states that while the pirates were ransacking the boat, he was en-

gaged in reading his pocket Bi!)le, and when tliey seized him on

deck, he had it still in his hand. As they were in the act of cast-

ing Iiiin into the sea, he turned himself partially around, and

threw his Bible upon the deck.* He had also the presence of

mind, as he was going overboard, to throw off his shoes, and he

swam about for some time in the water. He was seen to turn

* Thi«! Bible was afterwards found and taken to Ningpo. It is a copy of Bagster's

12mo. edition in Hebrew. Greek, and En<rlish. It is the same copy he preserved with

so much difficulty and care in his shipwreck in the Harmony.
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several times, as if he would stiui^irle towards the boat ; but as

one of the pirates stood witli a loni( pole, having on iron hook at

the end, in his hands, ready to strike him when he approached,

lie desisted, and soon sank. Such lias been the sad end of our

dear brother. . . .

I will not add to };our distress by alluding to the deep gloom
caused by this most melancholy news. May our Lord remember
us in this bereavement. May his parents and relatives be able to

say, " Though he slay me yet will I trust in him."

With much respect,

I am yours in the Lord,

A. W. Loom IS.

From the Right Rev. W. J. Boone, D. D,, of the Protestant

Episcopal Mission at Shanghai.

iShanghai, August 31st, 1847.

Walter Lowrie, Esq :

—

My Dear Sir:—I cannot resist the strong impulse of my
heart to commune with you, and to mingle my sorrows and tears

with yours at this time. Our merciful and loving heavenly Fa-
ther has seen good, in his infinite wisdom, to afflict us all in a
very tender point. To you especially, my dear sir, he has sent a

very heavy trial. May his grace be abundantly bestowed to en-

able you to bear it with entire submission to his will. Indeed, my
dear sir, he is too wise to err : too good to do what is unkind.

In his infinite wisdom it has seemed good to him to take to

himself your beloved Walter ; and that, too, under circumstances

which have wrung our hearts with anguish. My heart's prayer

for you is, that when you hear the snd story, you may be enabled

to say with tiie aged Eli. "It is the Lord
;

let him do whatsoever
seemeth to him good."

He has done so, and, in this case, not in wrath, but in mercy
and in loving kindness. He has removed your dear son from his

vineyard on earth to a nobler service in his sanctuary above.

His work was done. The time of his removal arrived, and the

circumstances thereof I am persuaded were ordered for the benefit

of us who survive, rather than for anything to be effected thereby

on our dear brother liimself.

You will no doubt receive full particulars from your brethren

at Ningpo, but lest their letters may not reach you by this over-

land mail, I will mention them. You are aw^are that he was at

Shanghai as a member of the translating committee. On Satur-

day, the 14th August, he received a letter from his brethren at

Ningpo, requesting him to join them immediately. [Dr. Boone
here relates the particulars of this melancholy event, as given in

the letter of Mr. Loomis.] . . . His servant escaped to Ningpo, and
communicated these particulars, which we devoutly thank God
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he has permitted to reach us, so that we hear of him to the last

moment, and that these vioh:;nt men did not mangle his body.

Oh, my dear brother, I feel that these are sad tiding"s to write

to an allectionate father of a son, and of snch a son ; but for our
consolation we can surely say that the linger of God was never
more manifest in the removal of any of his servants than in tiiis

case. To my mind, the very sli^''/(iness of the secondary causes
upon which his life and death seemed to turn, manifest the clear-

ness of the Divine Decree to take him to his Heavenly Home.
This event has thrown my family, who had the privilege to en-

joy his company for the last two months and a half of his earthly

existence, into the deepest affliction. Dearly as I know he was
beloved by the mission with which he was connected, yet I be-

lieve no one in China mourns his loss as I do. We were together

daily for two months and a half, laboring together in what we
both believed to be the most important matter connected with

our Master's cause in China, with which we had ever been con-

nected.

Circumstances occurred when he was under my roof which
drew our hearts very closely together, and which now, as I look

back upon them after what has just transpired, 1 cannot but re-

gard as a merciful preparation to him for his sudden death.

Whilst he was with me I was twice threatened with attacks of

the brain, whicli 1 tliought would prove fatal in a few days. On
these occasions we had much conversation on the subject of a sud-

den summons, and how a Christian should live and feel in view
of such an event. The person whose call was supposed to be

near at hand was myself. We never dreamt that he was so near

the confines of eternity ; but he entered into the subject with me
wnth all his heart. Never have I heard any one converse, who
had a more delightful state of child-like simplicity of heart in re-

lying upon the Saviour. I remember particularly our conversa-

tion, when we were sitting alone one moonlight night, upon my
terrace. We were speaking of the case of a man removed from

his field of labor in the prime of early manhood, when he gave
promise of daily increasing usefulness. His train of thought was
striking, and much impressed my mind ;

it was intended for con-

solation to me. God grant it nuiy prove so to you, my dear sir,

when you read it. He said he could not view this matter as most
Christians seemed to do. He could not call it mysterious, pccu-

Uarly distressing, as was commonly done. On the contrary, to

his mind, there was something pecuharly cheering to survivors in

such a death. In tlie case of an old man, he was removed in the

common course of events. Even to our eyes his work was done.

But not so with the case of which he was speaking. The pecu-

liarity of it was, that there was promise of nmch more to be done
Jiere for the glory of Christ. This world, however, we may be

well assured, is but the first stage of our existence : God's children

are employed in services infinitely more glorious, and that con-
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dace much more to the i^lory of his Holy name, in the sanctuary
above, than any employments entrusted to them on earth. Should
we not then, said he, use their earl}^ manhood, their manifest ca-

pacity, for usefulness in the vineyard here below,—indeed, every
argument which can be pleaded, derived from their prospective

usefulness to the Church on earth, to assure ourselves that God
has called them to a more than common post of usefulness in the

Church triumphant. His modesty and deep humility would have
prevented his applying this to his own death, but from my heart I

adopt it as tlie true interpretation of our Heavenly Father's deal-

ing with him and with his cause in China in this instance.

If tliis be the true view of the case, most cheering indeed is

the assurance it affords us of his present happy state and glorious

position.

No one in China promised to do more for the cause of our Di-
vine master than he. Just brought out by his brethren's choice

to a participation in the work of revising the translation of the

Scriptures, this call upon him was having the happiest effect in

overcoming his disposition to modest retirement, and making him
feel the necessity that was laid upon him, to take a moie promi-
nent stand among those whose aMainments in the language quali-

fied the:n to participate in all of a general character that was
doing to advance the Saviour's cause. In the unhappy division

of opinion wliich exists with respect to the proper wM)rd by which
to render Theos [God] he took a prominent part in the discussion,

and wrote on this subject one of the ablest articles that appeared
in the Chinese Repository.

He was daily growing in power, and the field of usefulness was
continually opening wider and wider before him; but God had
work for him above this vale of tears, and now leaves us n^ourn-

ing and sorrowing, to do the great work without his aid. O, that

by the Spirit's gracious influences he may more than supply this

loss to us, and that the work, for which our beloved brother was
laboring with all his powers when he was taken away, may be so

accomplished that his own most Hol}'^ name may be glorified

thereby.

We had promised each other, that if my life was spared, we
v/ould labor much together to set the plain doctrines of the cross,

by UK^ans of tracts, before this people
;

but, alas ! he is not, for

God has taken him.

May we not suppose that the object of our gracious Saviour, in

giving us, in addition to the general promise of the resurrection

of all at the last day, the special assurance that "the sea shall

give up its dead," is to assuage the grief of those who have been
bereaved as you are, and whose precious ones lie buried in the

deep.

Believe me, my dear sir, very sincerely yours, in the hope of a
common resurrection with our beloved brother,

Wm. J. BoONE.
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From the Rev. W. Speer^ of the Canton Mission.

Canton, September 25tli, 1847.

My Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lowrie—
By this mail you will receive intelligence of an event which

has bowed the hearts of the little company of brethren here with

the deepest sorrow. How may we expect it to allect the parents

of one so worthy of their love, and doubly endeared by his sacri-

fices of home and the advantages of a Christian country for his

duty to Christ.

To the Lord, my dear friends, you gave your son, to be dis-

posed of entirely for His glory. It was a contract in which there

w^as no proviso for long life or any other particular favor ; but a

wdiole consecration of your most precious gift, your own child, to

live, to toil, to die, in such way and time as God should decree in

the exercise of infinite wisdom and benevolence to our race. I

have been made myself deeply to feel that, in the great moral

government of the Almighty, sacrifices of life or happiness or

property of individuals are small matters, compared to the divine

schemes for the everlasting salvation of multitudes, and finally of

our whole race. Kings, even, and the interests of empires are as

"small dust." The dreamy hopes, joys, and sorrows of this pre-

paratory existence will sink into the utmost littleness, w4ien be-

held from the midst of the glorious and vast mansions whose
doors are yet unopened to us.

Your departed son was, you will allow me to say, one of the

ornaments of our branch of the Church, one of the missionaries

most dear to its heart, and whose labors and writings had at-

tracted most attention and interest. To our mission in China his

loss is at present irreparable. His mind was cultivated
;
his aims

truly noble. He gave promise of the largest usefulness. My
former personal friend and College-mate, residing in the same
house, and members of the same Literary Society, I had become
much attached to him and honored his character. I feel in my
heart the greatness of the loss. He had written to me twice,

wnthin the short time I have been here, letters full of affection

and piety. I can realize in some measure how severe will be

the blow to you, his parents. I can only point you, my loved,

respected friends, to the same source of consolation that I have

found under afflictions that almost crush the heart. My all is

gone ; a wife whose tender and patient love for me, and whose

many virtues, my pen cannot express ; my lovely infant daugliter,

just putting on the sweet smiles of intelligence and alfcction
;

and I am left alone. But I feel that they are taken by God.

They are in heaven, really, now, in heaven; and very happy.

They were removed also to make me more holy : and above all

in the accomplishment of His unsearchable plans for the re-

demption of the heathen, which are beyond my comprehension,
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but which I " shall know hereafter." The sources of consolation

to you are the same. It is my fervent prayer that God would
mercifully sanctify them to your comfort.

I desire to present my most affectionate regards to Mrs. liowrie,

the memory of whose kindness to Mrs. Specr and myself is grate-

ful, and to whom I ought before this to have written particu-

larly. . . .

I remain, with sincere affection and respect.

Yours in the work of the Lord Jesus,

William Speer.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE CANTON MISSION.

Whereas, We have heard with the deepest sorrow of the death

of our beloved brother, the Rev. Walter M. Lowrie, of the Ningpo
Mission ;

and whereas, it has pleased an infinitely wise and
gracious Providence to remove one who was so much beloved and
esteemed, and who was so well qualified by his eminent talents,

his ripe scholarship, sound judgment, and devoted piety, to be

eminently useful, and an efficient laborer in this great field

:

therefore,

Resolved as follows, viz.,

1. That while with deep humiliation and resignation we ac-

knowledge the hand of God, and say, O Lord, '' thy will be done,"

yet we do deeply deplore the death of our dear brother as a great

loss to our missions in China ; as a great loss to the cause of God
here where the harvest is so great, and the laborers so few; and
as a great loss to the Church, of which he was an able and faith-

ful minister.

2. That we will affectionately cherish the memory of our de-

parted brother, liis services, his worth, his devotedness and zeal

;

and that we thank God for the precious memorial of faith and
patience he has left us.

3. That whilst our hearts are deeply pained that he should

have perished by the hands of violent men, yet we rejoice in the

assurance, '-blessed are the dead who die in tlie Lord from hence-

forth, yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors,

and their works do follow them."

4. That we present to the respected and esteemed father and
family of our beloved brother our tenderest sympathy in this

heavy affliction ;
and assure them of our constant and fervent

prayers that abundant grace may be given to support and com-
fort them under this trying bereavement.

5. That to our beloved brethren of the Ningpo Mission we
express our deep sympathy and condijlence in the severe afflic-

tions through which they have been called to pass ;
and assure

them of our constant and earnest prayers in their behalf; that

God w^ould mercifully and graciously guide and support them.
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and cause all these things to work together for their own good and
the furtherance of the gospel.

From the Rev. John Lloyd^ of tlie Amoy Mission*

Amoy^ Septemher 17tli, 1817.

Walter Lowrie, Esa.

—

My Dear Mr. Lowrie :—Yesterday I received the sad, the

very sad intelligence of Waher's death. T need not tell you how
much I was affected hy this afflictive event. Walter was very

dear to me. I loved him with a brother's love. He was my
dearest earthly friend. We were born into God's glorious family

about the same time. We entered the church on the same day. We
formed the resolution of devoting ourselves to the work of foreign

missions about the same time. We often took sweet counsel to-

gether, and walked to the house of God. We often talked togctlier

of God's kind dealings with us. We often spoke of our hopes. I

recollect one instance of this kind which occurred at Jefferson Col-

lege. We went out into tlie groves to commune with each other,

and as we talked by the way, our hearts did burn witliin us. Wal-
ter often alluded to this walk and talk in the groves of Canonsburgh
in his letters, and spoke of it as an antepast of the joys of heaven.

All this intimacy with him while we were in college gave me op-

portunities of learning his worth. I knew his inward mind on those

subjects which were nearest and dearest to his heart, and I can

most freely say that the more I knew him the more I loved him.

After Walter left college, I saw no more of him till I met him
in Macao, in October, 1844. In the providence of God our meet-

ing was of short duration. I soon left that place for Amoy. What
I saw of him there, gave me higher notions of his piety, of his

sound judgment, and of his intellectual character, than ever I

entertained before. My love and admiration could not but be

increased. I heard him preach and address religious meetings

only two or three times. He was very solemn, and his solemnity

was contagious, if 1 may use the expression. It possessed the

rare quahty of radiating from its centre, and entering the hearts

of all around. Hence his discourses, which were plain and prac-

tical, always took hold of the feelings as well as tiie intellect.

One never wearied listening to them, and one always left the

meeting feeling that he had received both instruction and sj)iritual

benefit from what he had heard.

My dear Mr. Lowrie, it is not my intention to write an eulogy

upon Walter; but I cannot but feel that you, and T, and the Church
of God have sustained a very great loss. This loss more nearly

* This able and beloved Missionary has also finished the work which his Master had
for him to do in China. He died at Amo)^ ol'typhus iVver, on the Gth day of Decem-
ber, l8tS. Thus after a short interval, tliese two friends met. as we trust, in the pres-

ence of the Saviour, to be separated no more forever.
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concerns you, and though I cannot fully appreciate a parent's

tender feelings and yearnings in behalf of his beloved offspring,

yet I can realize in some degree the depth of that grief which the

news of this severe allliction will produce in your mind. I most
deeply s\anpathize with you. My heart bleeds for you. I feel

totally unfitted to administer consolation. The blow is too heavy
to admit of alleviation by anything that 1 can say. I can but
weep with you over the loss sustained. But, though I cannot
afford relief to your mind in this season of sorrowful bereavement,
yet there is one who sympatliizes with you, and who is fully able

to console you in this hour of iieavy affliction. That Jesus, whom
Walter loved, knows the depth of your grief. He knew it before

the sad event occurred. He has consolation for all the sons and
daughters of afiliction. He is a tender comforter. The bruised

reed will he not break, the smoking flax will he not quench. To
him you can go with all conlidence. He is waiting to hear your
cries. What a privilege God's dear children possess !

When God afflicts them, he does it as a tender, loving parent

—

he does it for their good. This affliction is for our good. I feel it

to be intended for my good. I had wrong views in relation to

God^s work in China ; I almost felt that it could not go forward

without Walter. I felt that we must have him to control and
counsel us, to manage our operations, to rebuke us when wrong,
to encourage us when right. I felt tliat we needed him to oversee

the press, to prepare tracts, to assist in revising the Scriptures. I

knew that God had endowed him wilii a noble intellect, had given

a sound judgment, had bestowed upon Inm much grace, and had
eminently litted him for a high station in this great harvest field.

I knew all this, and felt that we could not spare him. But God's

thoughts and ways are not as ours. He has taught me that he
can do without us, even the best of us. He has no need of our
poor assistance. When he sees fit, he calls us to himself He
has called Walter thus. We idolized him. God has rebuked us.

But he has taken Walter to himself This is my consolation. I

have no doubts on this point. I feel as sure as I can on any sub-

ject based on moral evidence, of the safety of Walter. He is

happy beyond conception. We mourn his loss and feel our spirits

depressed, but he is beyond the influence of sorrow's pains. Wal-
ter wrote me not long ago a letter, in which he spoke freely of his

feelings. He was mourning over inbred corruption, and found all

his hope in Christ. 1 thouglit for a moment of sending this letter

to you, but what need is there for this? You have many letters

from him, the spirit and sentiment of which leave your own mind
free from all doubt as to Walter's personal interest in the blood of

the precious Saviour.

I love to think of Walter. Many of the sweetest spots of my
existence teem with delightful recollections of him. It may seem
strange but it is true, that the thought of being saved with Wal-
ter and dweUing with him forever in heaven, has often filled my



LETTER OP THE REV. T. L. m'bRYDE. 465

soul with peculiar emotions of joyful satisfaction, and has aroused

into life a sweeter alfection for the blessed Saviour, who was
pleased to give me a title to the same inheritance which he has

conferred on him. Walter has already entered upon the enjoy-

ment of that inheritance, and is now employed witli the patriarchs

and prophets, with the apostles and martyrs, and with the General

Assembly of the first born in heaven, sounding the high praises of

him who loved him and washed him in liis own blood, and made
him a king and a priest unto God and his father. lie was ripe

for the kingdom and his work was done, and so God took him to

himself, and now employs him in the upper sanctuary in a higher

and holier service.

Would that I could fill up the void which this sad bereavement
will make in your parental heart ! But I have hopes that God
will sustain you. He enabled you to give up Walter with cheer-

fulness to the work of Missions. He enabled you to bear up under
the distress of a long separation. Surely he will not now forsake

you in this the extremity of your grief! I trust you will feel

that the cause of missions still needs your aid
;
that the Church

has work for you still to do
;
and especially that God, by tliis dark

and mysterious dispensation of his providence, is preparing you
for more self-denying labors in the station which he has called

you to occupy. God may intend by this event to accomplish more
for that cause whicli Walter so dearly loved, than (speaking

humanly,) could have been accomplished by him if he had been
spared many years. Of one thing we are sure, God does nothing

wrong. He brings good out of evil ; all his ways and all his deal-

ings with the children of men are right and holy. May we there-

fore be submissive; may we bow and kiss the rod and him that

hath appointed it; may the blessed Spirit save us from all mur-
muring on account of his dispensations ;

may he give us meek
and lowly minds ; may he sanctify to us all his heavy aflilictions,

and may he make them work out for us a far more exceeding

and eternal weight of glory ! May the God of grace sustain you.

Yours with all sympathy, John Lloyd.

From the Rev. Thomas L. McBryde, of the Amoy Mission

Lowiidesville, >S. C, February 1st, 1848.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Dear Brother :— I wish to commingle my sorrows with

yours and those of your father and (he family, on account of the

deep affliction that has been sent upon you, and not only upon you,

but upon the whole Church. As one who loves the cause of mis-

sions, I feel it deeply ; for this cause has received a heavy stroke

indeed. I have ever looked upon our departed brother as one of

the pillars of the China mission, and my hopes were that he would

be long spared, with his eminent qualifications for such a work,

30
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But our trust is in God. If we can only, as ministers and as

Christians, improve this event, as our venerable father, Dr. Alex-

ander, exhorts us to do in the last number of the Chronicle, it will

redound to the greatest good of missions, and the glory of our

blessed Lord. The faith and zeal of the Church has not been

what tbey ought to have been, else God would not thus chastise

her. She needs such trials to bring her up to that standard which

is required of her in God's w^ord. But I need not comment on

this subject.

This event has not only afflicted me as a lover of that cause

from which our brother has been taken away, but I am afflicted

as a friend, I might say as a relative, for he was very nearly re-

lated to me, much nearer than the common ties of birth and blood.

He had a place in my heart, and in the heart of my dear compan-

ion too, which few others have. We loved him like a brother and
a sister. And well might we love him ; for he was with us in our

sorrows, and helped to dry up those tears which were wont to

flow so freely in yonder distant land, when sunk by disease, and
pressed down by the still heavier weight of being compelled to

leave the field of our early and ardent choice. The sympathy
and the counsel of our dear Walter under such circumstances, can

never be forgotten. But we shall meet again, and

" There, on a green and flowery mount,

Our weary souls shall sit

;

And with transporting joys recount

The labors of our feet."

Yes, dear brother, I expect to meet him there, and you too ; let

us, then, be up and doing. Excuse me for breaking up the foun-

tain of grief once more : it is by no means dried up in my bosom.

Ever since the reception of this mournful intelligence, the boat

and the scene have been almost perpetually before my mind.

And since this intelligence came, I have received a letter from our

brother, dated Shanghai, July 20— I suppose one of the last letters

he ever wrote. It contains nothing more than his usual friendly,

cheerful letters do, else 1 w^ould send it to you.

Yours most sincerely,

Tiios. L. McBryde.

From the Rev. Thomas McClatchie, Missionary of the Church
Missionary Society.

Shanghai^ November 20th, 1847.

Walter Lowrie, Esa.

—

My Dear Sir :—The accompanying volume has been for-

warded to me to be given to your son, as a token of esteem and
friendship. Mr. Smith and I arrived in China about three years

ago, from the Church Missionary Society. Shortly after our ar-

rival, we formed an acquaintance with your son, whose amiable
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qualities and Christian character commanded the respect and
esteem of all who knew him. Mr. S. has been obliged to return

home in consequence of ill health, and having published a work
on China, he sent me some copies to be distributed here as pres-

ents to his friends, and amongst others one for our dear deceased
brother. A brother truly he was in every respect to those who
knew him, and who cultivated so desirable a friendship as his.

His consistent Christian walk while amongst us, when called to

remembrance, assures us beyond the possibility of doubt, that

he has gone to that glorious abode where his Saviour Christ hath
gone before him. May we who survive him, be enabled to follow

in his footsteps as he foUow^ed Jesus !

But not only had our dear brother gained the esteem and love

of the members of the foreign community, who had the privilege

of being acquainted with him, but he also established for himself
a high character amongst those poor heathen who were the espe-

cial objects of his ministrations. I accidentally met with a lad

the other day, who had but a short time ago arrived here from
Ningpo. In alluding to our dear friend, he said, " Ah ! he was
an excellent man." We have also suffered a severe loss indeed,

in a literary point of view, in his removal from amongst us. He
was a good Chinese scholar, and, in a late essay which appeared
in the Chinese Repository, he threw much light upon a most mo-
mentous question, now under discussion amongst the missionaries.

As he is now taken to that rest which is his, as one of the peo-

ple of God, I beg leave to present you with the accompanying vol-

ume, which will perhaps sometimes call to mind the esteem and
love which we all felt for him who is not lost to us, but only ^^ gone
heforeP

Believe me, my dear sir, truly sympathizing with you in your
irreparable loss,

Yours most sincerely, Thomas McClatchie.

From the Rev. E. W. Si/le, Missionary of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church.

Shanghai^ China, September 20th, 1817.

My Dear Sir—
Knowing that Bishop Boone had written to you immediately

after we were made acquainted with the bereavement wliich falls

so heavily upon us all, but heaviest on you, I have delayed the

offering of my small mite of consolation, until I should have an
opportunity of sending you what, I suppose, will be to his family

an interesting memento of your early, but not prematurely sum-
moned son, Walter. It is a copy of the inscription on a large stone

tablet, which stands close by the wall of an old Romish Ciiapel in

our immediate neighborhood
; and also, of tlie epitaphs on the tomb-

stones of six priests, vv'ho lie buried at the rear of the house.
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During his sojourn at Bishop Boone's, I was his conductor in a
number of short excursions, made for the purpose of seeing what-
ever objects of interest lay in our immediate neighborhood. One
of these excursions was to the old, half-ruined chapel above men-
tioned ;

and at tlie time, our lamented brother requested me to

send a copyist to the place, and direct him to transcribe the in-

scriptions for him.

I send the first, rather than the later copy, thinking that un-

der the circumstances I have mentioned, it would have an especial

value in your eyes.

Many were the brief morning visits which I paid to your son's

little study while he was \vith us, and many are the remarks made
by him on those occasions, which now come back upon my mind
with a weight which they seemed to lack at the time 1 heard

them, because of the gentleness of manner and modulation of lan-

guage with which they w^ere expressed. . . .

Knowing that he had given the subject of the Millennium much
attention, 1 asked him to come over one evening and make me ac-

quainted with the views he had adopted. He came accordingly, bring-

ing wdth him the w^ell-worn Bible, with the pages of which he was so

familiar, and we spent two or three hours of, to me, most interesting

intercourse, and comparison of Scripture with Scripture, bearing on

the question of the speedy coming of the Millennial period and reign

of Christ. I cannot say that I w- as led to adopt his views
;
but I w^as

much impressed with the illustration afforded by his own case, of

the elevating eflects of the study of this subject. His entire free-

dom from asperity, the marked moderation of his views, his sober-

mindedness, and the greater readiness with which he took the

spiritual, rather than the intellectual or ecclesiastical view of any
subject—all these excellencies (and they were peculiarly his) were,

I am sure, greatly fostered by his dwelling, as it were, among the
" goodly fellowship of the Prophets," and by his daily habit of look-

ing for those great things which, as he expected, were soon coming
on the earth. From the earthly realization of these expectations

he has been taken away ; but doubtless he now understands better

than any of us the things that shall be hereafter.

I often found him writing, and have heard him remark that he

supposed he had averaged four pages of writing a day since he had
been in China. He advised me to pay a good deal of attention to

the children of Sunday Schools at home, and to send them letters

as often as 1 could. He seemed to feel little hope of interesting

those in the Church, who had grown up in the habit of not caring

for the work of making the Gospel known to all the inhabitants

of the earth.

I must now close my letter. In doing so I hope I need not

apologize for not having said more in the w^ay of consolation than

I have done. Be assured that it is with the sincerest sympathy
Mrs. Syle and myself offer our condolences to yourself and your

family. Other, and far better comfort than we can offer will, we
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know, be vouchsafed to you. We have little fear that this dispen-
sation of Providence will have the effect of dampening your zeal
or discouraging your hopes in the work of missions ; and our
prayer is that others may not read amiss the meaning of this be-

reavement.
BeHeve me to be, my dear sir,

With much respect and affection,

Yours in the Lord, E. W. Syle.

Fi^om the Rev. Joseph Owen, of the Allahabad Mission.

Allahabad^ November 19th, 1847.

My Dear Mr. Lowrie—
We have just received from China the distressing news of

your beloved son's death, and there is in the Mission a deep
and universal feeling of sorrow and sympathy, which I have
been requested on their behalf, to express to you. Some of

us knew your dear son personally, and are thus in some meas-
ure prepared to appreciate the loss to you and all your family
and friends, caused by his death. We all knew him, through the

Missionary Chronicle, as a faithful ambassador for Christ, in perils

often, perils of water, perils of robbers, suffering shipwreck, and
spending nights and days on the deep. I had the privilege of

knowing him as a beloved fellow-student, and, since we have been
in the eastern world, as a dear friend and correspondent. Four
days ago, on the 15th inst., I received from him a letter, dated
Shanghai, Aug. 8th, where he was attending a Convention for the

revision of the New Testament in Chinese. He wished an an-

swer by return mail, to some inquiries respecting the terms we
use in the India dialects to represent the Supreme Being, and
wrote in good health, and encouraged with his prospects of use-

fulness. On the envelope I found with sad surprise, the following

lines from Brother Happer, dated Canton, Sept. 21st. " You will

excuse my opening this envelope to inform you of the lamented
death of the beloved writer of this note. He was murdered by
pirates, when returning from Shanghai to Ningpo, Aug. 19th,

near Chapoo. They threw him into the sea, and he was drowned.
All our Missions are in deep grief. Our ablest and best man has
fallen." These sad tidings were confirmed the next day by the

Friend of India, in which we found an extract from the China
Mail of September, wiiich I have had copied, and will send to you
with this. You will no doubt have heard directly from China
before this reaches you, yet every scrap of intelligence on the sub-

ject will be valued by you, and therefore I send you all that we have
IMiis is indeed a mysterious dispensation of Divine Providence.

Truly God's ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our

thoughts. Dear Walter was qualified in no ordinary degree for the

great work in which he was engaged. His excellent scholarship,



470 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

ripe judgment, extensive and matured knowledge of Chinaj the

deep foundation which he had laid in its difficult language, and
above all his unwavering and ardent love to the Redeemer and his

Church, prepared him to be very extensively useful in that im-

mense field. But God has again shown us. that the excellency

of the power in the great work of the world's conversion, is to be,

not of us, but of Him, and given anotber illustration of that great

truth, " Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit." I feel

that another tie to earth is broken. I loved Walter most sincerely,

and have known and loved him ever since he was nineteen years

old. Many of our pleasant interviews I shall never forget, and
I trust we shall with deligbt converse about them hereafter. In

particular, I remember the kind visit he paid me, at my father's, a
short time before I left America. We took a long ramble together

in the fields, enjoying the sweet fresh air of spring, part of tlie time

on the winding, beautiful banks of the Croloa, and conversing of

our futme prospects. His heart was then towards Africa, but sub-

sequently God directed him to that glorious field in which he has

now fallen. His usefulness, however, has not terminated with his

sojourn on earth. His name is precious, not only to those who in-

timately knew him, but it must be to thousands. His career was
short, but very eventful. He was called not only to do, but to

suffer much for the Lord Jesus, and he did it as a good soldier,

falling eventually as a leader in one of the foremost ranks. A
breach has been made by his fall, not easily filled. God grant

that his example of labor and patience, of zeal and wisdom, of

faith and love, may call forth many dear youth from our Ameri-
can Zion, to count not their lives dear to themselves in publishing

the glorious gospel to the land of Sinim. He has been removed
from a lower to a higher sphere of service. Though he rests

from his labors, yet he is not inactive. But we see through a
glass darkly. We know little, and in our present state are capable

of knowing but little, of the glorious service in which he has
joined the redeemed around the throne. The dark, fearful billows

that closed above him as he sank into the sea could not contain

his spirit. In a few minutes his ransomed soul was with the

blessed Redeemer, forever beyond the violence of earth and of hell.

And if the kind, considerate authorities at Ningpo should not suc-

ceed in recovering his remains, it will matter little after a while ; the

day will soon come when the sea shall give up its dead, when the

members of Christ's body scattered throughout its immense, dismul
caverns shall all be recovered, brought and joined to their Head,
and forever made like to his glorious body. We may be sure that

the Omniscient and Omnipotent Saviour will not allow^ one particle

of his purchased possession to be lost. We hope soon to be with
him in the midst of the glorified throng. We are repeatedly and
emphatically reminded that the fashion of this world passeth away.
The tidings that you conveyed to me a little more than two

months ago, were some of the most painful that I ever received.



LETTER OP THE REV. JOHN WRAY. 471

I was looking forward with very great happiness to having my
own dear brother with me here. But the disappointment, with

the ahiiost certain prospect of his speedy death, is a deep afllic-

tion. I bless God wlio has not allowed a murmuring thought to

arise in my heart. He knows what is best for his Church, infi-

nitely better than we do, and the multitude of his ransomed ones

in India and China, shall surely be brought home, though we and
all others now on the field should fall. God is trying his Church by
terrible things in righteousness. He has taken to himself some of

our most useful fellow-missionaries of late. On the 19th of Aug.
your son ; on the 1st of Sept. the Rev. J. Macdonald of the Free
Church Mission, Calcutta, a very holy, useful man ; on the 7th

of Sept. Mrs. Hill, who had been for twenty years a faithful mis-

sionary at Berhampore ; and not long ago Mr. Whittlesey, a very

useful missionary of the American Board, died in Ceylon. Other
useful laborers are obliged to leave the field, as dear Brother Ran-
kin, and Mrs. Scott. And others God is keeping from coming.

Ought not the Church to think of these things ? These are loud

calls to us here, to the Committee at home, to the ministers and
elders, to the sons of the prophets, to every individual in the

Church, to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that

in due time he may lift us up. Trusting, my dear friend, that

God will sustain you and all your family under the afilictive stroke

of his holy providence of which you are soon to hear, and assuring

you that this is the united prayer of us all, 1 remain as ever

Yours affectionately,

Joseph Owen.

From the Rev. John Wray^ of the Allahabad Mission.

Allahabad, November 18th, 1847.

My Dear Mr. Lowrie—
It is with the most sincere and heartfelt sorrow, that I take up

my pen on the present occasion. The recent melancholy news
from China is calculated to call forth our sympathy on your be-

half, and that of the different members of your family.

Although you will receive a letter from our mission through

brother J. Owen, expressing our united sympathy, I cannot deny
myself the privilege of expressing my feelings, when one who
stands in so near a relation to us is suffering under an unusually

severe and trying bereavement. It was my privilege to be a fel-

low-student with your son in the Theological Seminary at Prince-

ton. I often met with him at our missionary conferences
;
well

do I remember the spirit witli which he entered into every subject

connected with foreign mission operations. We all then felt, that

our dear brother possessed those qualifications which would make
him an eminently useful missionary, in any part of the mission

field ; but more especially in China, where natural talents, energy,
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and perseverance were essentially necessary. We were not dis-

appointed in the estimate we had then formed of his quaUfica-

tions. From time to time, I have read his valuable contributions

in the Missionary Chronicle, with no ordinary degree of pleasure

and profit, for his pieces seemed to possess the rare quality of im-

parting at the same time edification and pleasure.

It has pleased the Master whom we serve to bring to a speedy

termination the labors of our dear brother. Painfid and distress-

ing as has been the way in which he has been taken from his

family, the Church, and the heathen, among whom he labored so

successfully, there is this consolation, that he has been removed

from the toils and labors of the Church below to the enjoyment

of the unspeakable bliss of the Church above, forever to stand in

the presence of that Saviour, whom he so ardently loved and so

faithfully served on earth, the advancement of w4iose kingdom

and glory appeared to him as the only object worth living for.

No doubt the Lord will overrule this sad event to the advance-

ment of his own glory ;
his purposes are often to us dark and

mysterious, but as nothing happens by chance in his government,

vve may conclude, that either the Church in America, or the mis-

sionaries in the foreign fields, needed to be urged to a proper dis-

charge of their duty by some striking dispensation of his provi-

dence ;
and surely the one under consideration speaks to the

Church, and to us missionaries, in a language not to be misunder-

stood or disregarded.

My dear and esteemed friend, may the Lord who has sent this

more than usually severe affliction on you and your family, with

the affliction bestow all needed grace, comfort, and consolation !

May the sympathizing Saviour pour abundantly into your

wounded hearts the consolations of his Gospel, which have ever

been found so refreshing to his tried and afflicted people. I may
add, that all the Lord's dear people at this station have expressed,

in the kindest manner, the deep interest they feel in your severe

affliction, and I am sure you will not be forgotten at a throne of

grace, by those who love the Saviour and his cause.

My dear wife unites with me in expressing our most sincere re-

gards to yourself, Mrs. Lowrie, the Rev. J. C. Lowrie, and the

other members of your deeply afflicted family.

Yours in much Christian affection,

John Wray.

From the Rev. Levi Janvier of the Lodiana Mission.

Lodiana, January 17th, 1848.

My Dear Mr. Loavrie—
.... When 1 wrote last, I made no allusion to the agonizing

bereavement with which the Lord has seen fit to visit you; for I

wrote in much haste, and I felt that it was not a subject to be thus
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lightly touched ;
but indeed I still feel that nothing which I can

say is adequate to the case. What can I say, except " the liord

gave, and the Lord hath taken away." I refeired to the matter in

writing to Mr. J. C. Lowrie, still hoping that the whole might
prove a rumor; but there has been nothing to countenance bucli

a hope. 1 feel it a personal loss
;
but what is my loss comparod

with yours, and with that of the Church ! Dear sir, my mind
shrinks from the contemplation of the lamcntal)lc tragedy; but

still you know as well as I, that the beloved departed must be

viewed, not as the prey of ferocious men or bnlVeting elements, but

as he is, the blessed tenant of a heavenly mansion, to which he
has been called before you, and where he awaits your arrival. By
what route he arrived tliere, is now to him a most unimportant
and secondary consideration; nay, a matter of complacency, and
a theme for praise. He was engaged in his '•Fatlier^s business,"

and bis Father permitted, yea, appointed the method of calling

him into his presence. And as for ourselves, faith nuist say, ''It

is well," "It is the Lord," while to the flesh it is a dreadful blow.

Dear sir, you have my deepest sympathy, though I know full

well what a poor alleviation that is. But the consolations of God
are substantial; they are "neither few nor small." May He sus-

tain you : He is able to do it.

Now, dear sir, \w\\\\ Mrs. Janvier's and my own alTectionate re-

gards, I remain in Christian bonds.

Most sincerely yours,

L. Janvier.

From the Rev. James Wilson^ of the Furriilchabad Mission,

Agra, February 20th, 1848.

My Dear Mr. Lowrie—
.... I have refrained for two months past from any allusion to

the afflicting intelligence from China, wdiicli you must have heard
before this time, from the feeling that 1 could not touch upon it,

without opening up afresh a wound which was but too deep before.

I trust before this reaches you, you will have accustomed yourself

to look at the subject in that calm and mellowed light, which Chris-

tianity throws over those parts of Divine Providence, which ap-

pear dark and heavy in their bearing. The loss of a so?i who is

amial)le, intelligent, and pious, is under any circunistances a heavy
affliction. But when in addition to all this, he was just becoming
thoroughly prepared f(»r the performance of a work, which tiie Bi-

ble has taught us to believe of vast and inMneasurai)le importance,

the affliction is rendered more deep and poignant, by the dark, un-

fathomable character of the providence which accompanies it. I

trust you will be enabled to keep your mind in a position to say,

Avith the mother in Israel whose only son was cut down in his

youth, "It is well." "The Judge of all the earth" will do what is
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well. How hard it, is to learn, and how often it has to bo re-learned,

that the Lord does not depend on, or choose his instrumentalities

for the accomplishment of his purposes, as we would choose them.
How often he, in liis perfect knowledge of the subject, lays aside

or removes the very instruiuentaiity, which we think ihe best

suited to accomplish an object of great importance. This, I doubt
not, is the light in whicii nearly all of those most familiar with
the character of the work to be accomplished in China, will look

upon the removal of your son from that important field of benev-
olent enterprise. Yet the Lord will show in the end, that this was
the best means which he had of preparing others to perform the

work for which we thought him so well prepared. The Lord does

not undervalue talents and ac(iuirements and fitness for the dis-

charge of important duties, but he often uses these in a way which
we thought not of, and for wliich we were not prepared. I sup-

pose the churches at home, and the Board, and the missionaries

abroad, were looking and trusting too much to the fitness of the

instrumentality. The Lord selected that portion of the instru-

mentality which they thought the fittest, and removed it. May
he himself enable the churches, the Board, and the missionaries,

to make such improvement of the subject, as shall make them to

be a prepared instrumentality for the accomplishment of the pur-

poses of grace, which we have no liberty to doubt that he has tow-

ards the people of China. If this sad stroke be only the means
of leading the churches, the Board, and the missionaries, to a
deeper tone of piety, and a more humble dependence on Divine
wisdom for help and guidance and success, and to more earnest

prayer for these, then it will be seen in the end that your son is

not dead in vain. You have had many things connected with the

missionary enterprise to try your spirit. This last is of a deeper

tone than they all. Yet I have no doubt that you will in the

end, find that it has been the means of greater blessing to you
than any of them.

Eternity will throw a brightness around the subject, which our
dim-sightedncss prevents us from seeing amid the clouds and dark-

ness of this world. Glimpses of that you will be permitted to see

even in this world. But the full brightness which will beam upon
it when the curtain is removed, will be such as to remove from
your mind all regrets as to the premature and painful removal of

your son. The Lord will bring out the problem, both to your sur-

prise and satisfaction. Leave it then with him, till he brings out

the result.

I am yours with afFectionate regard,

James Wilson.
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From the Rev. James B. Rainscy^ of the Choctaw Mission.

Spencer Academy, February 5tli, 1848.

Walter Lowrie, Esa.

—

Dearest Sir:—Penuit us to iiunglc our tears with yours on

account of the mournful intelhgence from China. The paper

containing the intelligence had been lying for nearly a week on

the table unread, when, feeling unwell, I picked it up, and almost

the first thing tliat met my eye was the notice of your son's death.

It came indeed like a thunderstroke ;
and it was not tin 1 had re-

tired to another room, and returned, that I could speak of it to

Mrs. Ramsey. I knew^ him, and loved him, and cannot now
think of him but with tears. How, then, must his sudden death

pierce a father's heart !
- When one of the members sulTer, all

the members sutTer with it." Tliis we now deeply feel, and it is

to assure you of our sympathy and our prayers that I now write;

not to comfort, for consolation must come from another source

;

and how to draw it thence, your long experience in the Christian

life, and of the Spirit's consolations, has doubtless fully taught

you. While your heart bleeds, as it must to a degree the stranger

knows not of, may the Spirit's consolations abound, and the bless-

ed Saviour's voice of love sweetly soothe and abundantly sustain

you !

'

We feel his loss to be a common one, and one which the Church
must deeply feel, more deeply in proportion as his worth was
known. But still, why should we speak of a loss ? The work in

which he was, and we are engaged, is carried on under the aus-

pices of a Leader who loves his cause and his people far better

than we, and who can make these things all instrumental in

hastening on the accomplishment of the great and glorious result.

'• The Lord reigneth
; let the earth rejoice." Surely, then, his

people may at all times rejoice in his dispensations, even when
clouds and darkness are round about them.

His work was quickly done, and the Master has taken him to

himself We would feel it to be a loud call upon ourselves to give

all diligence to do our Master's work, as we may have but a short

time to honor our Saviour in.

Yours affectionately,

Jas. B. Ramsey.

From the Rev. R. M. Long-hridge, of the Creek Mission.

Creek Mission, January 21th, 1818.

Walter Lowrie, Esq.—
My Dear Sir:—I have just heard of your great bereaveinent,

and the great loss of the Church, in the death of your son Walter.

Is it true? The account came here in the New York Observer.
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Can it be that he is laid aside froin that great work in which he
was engaged, and for which lie was so eminently qualified

!

Truly the Lord's ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our
thoughts. I have read the accounts of the deaths of many mis-

sionaries, but I have never felt the death of any brother so much
as that of Brother Lowrie, in China. I was for a short time a
classmate of his, so that I had an opportunity of knowing some-
thing of his talents and acquirements. It always seemed to me
that he was the very man for the important station which he
filled, suited in every way to be a missionary to the Chinese. But
he is gone. How soon is his work ended ! The Lord had need
of him. How dark and mysterious is this providence ! Why is

he so soon called away? What are u^e to learn from this dispen-

sation ? Although a violent act by a band of pirates, yet it is all

ordered of God for some wise purpose. It is our duty to bow in

humble submission to his will. I know, my dear brother, that it

is a trial, a severe trial, to you. But you know where to go for

consolation. You have the best of evidence that your son was
ready, and it is now well with him. "It is the Lord ; let him do
what seemeth him good." Soon we will meet our dear friends in

heaven. Your brother, R. M. Lougiiridge.

From the Rev. J. L. Wilson^ of the Gaboon Mission, Africa.

Mount Clio, January 13th, 1848.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Dear Brother :—The papers brought us yesterday the

astounding intelligence of the deatli of your dear brother. If it is

the slightest alleviation of the grief that you must all feel, be as-

sured of our most cordial sympathies, and 1 have no doubt but
thousands of other Christian hearts feel equally as much.
Your honored father jnust have been almost overwhelmed by

this event. And yet, why should he? It was under the sove-

reign eye of a most merciful God that this deed of violence was
perpetrated

;
and as inexplicable as it may be to us, I have no con-

viction more firmly made on my mind, than that this very event
will be overruled, so as to subserve the cause of missions and the
salvation of the heathen more effectually even than the life of

your brother.

My own aged father, who could more easily enter into the feel-

ings of your father than most persons, could scarcely compose him-
self to sleep last night after hearing the painful intelligence read;
and if such w^ere his feelings, what must have been those of your
own family ? God grant you all grace to recognize his hand in this

event, and to exercise the most cheerful resignation to his holy will

!

Accept of my sincere sympathies, and believe me, as ever,

Your affectionate brother in Christ,

J. L. Wilson.
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Frcym the Rev. James Read Eckard, of the Ceylon Mission.

Philadelphia^ December 30th, 1847.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Dear Brother :—It was not until this morning that I as-

certained the truth of the report in the newspapers of yo\.u brotlier's

death in the service of his Heavenly Master. I went twice to the

Mission Rooms, but they were vacant each time. This morning
I went again, and was told that no doubt was entertained of the

painful tidings. I did not wish to write on the subject while

there was, or miglit possibly be, any room for doubt.

I had no personal acquaintance with your brother, Init have re-

peatedly thought of him with interest, not only from his relation-

ship to you, but from what 1 had learned of his character for piety

and talents from others. Although, when he perished by the hand
of violence, it was not directly on account of his being a mission-

ary, yet indirectly and really it was. Had he not been led by the

love of Christ and of the souls of men to that distant field of half-

civilized heathen, the peril would have been avoided. It was
doubtless with a full view of all the dangers to be encountered

—

whether from disease, or the sea, or the evil passions of lawless

men, that he went. When, in the last ccutury, the Moravian
missionaries were massacred by the Indians of North America,

when, in modern times, Lyman, Munson, and Williams, died by
violence, the sentiments and voice of the cluuches added their

names to the long list of the martyrs of Jesus Christ. In spirit

they were such, and also in their mode of deatii. They were in a

very real sense witnesses for Christ, not only in their death, but in

its peculiar circumstances. The name of your brother is now
written on that glorious list. That it was long since written in

the Lamb's book of life, and that he now is in the enjoyment of

his Saviour's presence in Paradise, must be your chief consolation.

And it is a sufficient one. The other thought, however, of the

honor put on your brother by the Saviour, in permitting him thus

to glorify him, may tend to abate the pain arising from the fact

that he was removed by violent hands. I trust that through the

grace of God your consolations may abound in this trial.

Please express to your father my deep sympathy with him in

this bereavement, and my hope that God will make clear to his

soul the manifold sources of consolation which are secured by cove-

nant through Jesus Christ.

Yours, very truly,

James Read Eckard.
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From the Rev. John O. Procter.

Williamsport, Md., February 8th, 1849.
Walter Lowrie, Esq..—
Dear Sir :— .... Very frequently have I thought of your

dear son, as a dear brother in the Lord. The first Sabbatli that I

spent in Princeton, he invited me to teach a class in his Sabbath
school in (iueenston, wliich I did, and every Sabbatli after that,

that I spent at the Seminary, I spent the after part of the day in

his Sabbath school. He was a most excellent superintendent.
We generally went to the school toi^^ether, and returned toirether,

and ottentmies was our religious conversation most entertaining

and comforting. I very frequently have thought of one remark
made by him when we were walking thus together. We were
speaking of the prospect before us in this life ; of the deceit-

fulness of the heart, of the wickedness of men, of the trials

of the Christian, &c., when he remarked, "Sometimes when I

think of these things, I feel inchned to wish, if it were the will of

my Master, just to lie down and die. The thought of having to

spend, probably, eight or ten years in this wricked world, is not
very pleasing. But, if it be my Master's will, I will cheerfully

obey." Was he not ripening rapidly for heaven ? Even though
he was then laboriously preparing for his Master's service in His
vineyard here below, aiid w^as so far as w^e could judge from his

conduct anxious to go to the heathen as a missionary ; still, if God
had willed it so, he w^ould cheerfully have left this troublesome
world and have gone to his rest.

I never w^as so faithful a Sabbath school teacher as I was when
engaged as a co-worker with him

; and I do believe it vv^as greatly

owing to his faithful remarks made in my bearing when I ac-

cepted the invitation to become a teacher. Among other tilings,

he gave me a most earnest, anxious look, and said, " Well, brother

Proctor, remember, I shall want you to do your duty." That
look, and those words, I never expect to forget. They had a
most happy effect upon me ; and, with the blessing of God, I

may say, indirectly, they had a most happy elTcct on my class.

Perhaps some remarks as to the way of his conducting his school

will not be out of place. We had a teachers' meeting every
Saturday evening in some private house, wdien, after singing and
prayer, he called upon the male teachers to answer questions on
the lesson for the next day. By this means all were brought to

prepare their lessons by Saturday evening
; and the ladies, hear-

ing our views, would be still better prepared to instruct their

scholars. After the lesson was thus gone over, we again sung;
when the teachers were called upon individually to report respect-

ing their classes. If any of the scholars w^ere concerned about
their souls, we would make such the special subjects of our pray-
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ers before we closed. By that means also all the teachers became
acquainted and interested in each other. . . .

Yours in the bonds of Christ,

John O. Procter.

From the Rev. John M. Lowrie.

Wellsville, Ohio, January 26th, 1849.

Dear Uncle—
I enclose several letters to me from cousin Walter. As we

were so much together while he was in the College and in the

Seminary, our communications were chiefly personal and not

written. I will tlierefore give you some of his religious experi-

ence and views during these periods.

If I were drawing off a sketch of his character as a student at

College and in the Theological Seminary I would notice some
such points as these.

His first care was attention to his own spiritual wants. I never

knew a man more scrupulously careful to maintain punctual and
deliberate habits of private devotion. We were for a short time

occupants of the same room ; and it was arranged that our hours

of exercise should leave the room private to each of us in turn.

Many times when this arrangement was interrupted, I have
known him enter a literal closet in one corner of the room, that

no eye might see him while he sought his Father's face.

It was chiefly his desire to secure uninterrupted hours and sea-

sons, unknown to any, for devotional duties, which led him to

secure a room by himself during the greater part of bis course,

after his profession of piety. His seasons of fasting I sometimes

knew, because we ate at the same table
;
but at other times, I

think, he so arranged them in connection with visits to friends in

the country, that we supposed him not yet returned from a visit,

when, in truth, he had exchanged his social intercourse for a sea-

son of solitary communion with his God. And I have often

knocked at his door for admittance, when 1 knew he was within,

but he would not reply, for he wished uninterrupted his seasons

of devotion and of study. It seemed also remarkable to me that

he so well maintained his devotional habits when absent from

home. I have no knowledge of any friend whose habit of medi-

tation upon the Bible after reading it was so fixed. At the foun-

dation of his Christian character, was an ardent love for his closet.

Next to his attention to private duties, 1 would rank his aflfec-

tionate concern for the piety of his fellow-professors of religion.

There was at JefTerson College a small religious society, still in

existence, bearing the name of the missionary Brainerd Of this

he was an active member, and he ever regarded it as a means

both of profit and influence. But outside of this little band, he

exerted no ordinary influence upon Christian students. He was
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especially beloved by those who were associated with him in the

support of Sabbath Schools and prayer-meetings, for he was nat-

urally more with them. And as from the very first his was a
missionary spirit, so those brethren both at Canonsburg and Prince-

ton, whose minds turned towards the great field whitening to the

liarvest, were his peculiar companions. There was one room at

Canonsburg that was the place of many a conference for the land

of Sinim, and many a prayer that it might be opened to the her-

alds of salvation. And there are brethren in China and India,

and I believe in heaven too, who will long remember room No.

29, in Princeton Seminary, hallowed as it has been by conference,

by tears and prayers. I scarcely know one whose influence upon
the piety of the institutions, both at the College and the Seminary,

was more consistent and healthful than his was.

His influence was also exerted over those who made no pro-

fession of religion. He was deeply impressed with the truth, that

to every young man the period of College life was the golden op-

portunity to secure salvation, or to strengthen pious habits and a

pious character. He was well aware, also, of the many insidious

and dangerous snares which beset those who are so early in life

set free from the restraints and the wholesome discipline of a par-

ent's control. Many a time has he expressed deep anxiety on

learning that some interesting and inexperienced youth had taken

his boarding in dangerous company
Worthy of notice, also, are his zeal and devotion to improve op-

portunities for usefulness. The Sabbath School at Miller's Run,
where he attended church, and of which he was superintendent,

was about six miles from Canonsburg. Under his control it was
a thriving and most interesting school. Accompanied by a band
of alfectionate teachers, his fellow-students, he went to the school,

sustained meetings for exhortation and prayer, visited the sick,

and was ever welcome to the firesides and the tables of an attach-

ed people. Beyond doubt, there are precious souls in that congre-

gation, who retain the sweet savor of his memory. They will

remember the crowded prayer-meeting, the solenni Bible-class, the

simple address, and the fixct that many young persons, almost all

from the Sabbath School, united with the Church during his so-

journ with them, as evidence of his influence and usefulness

among that people. These labors were a delight to him, though

they were toilsome. Often he would walk as many as eight miles

on Saturday evening to hold a prayer-meeting, and return to the

church on Sabbath morning to the school.

There remains one other matter which I have in lively, and I

may add, grateful remembrance.—this is his faithfulness in dis-

charging the important but unpleasant duty of admonition. I

have lying before me a letter, which cannot be made public, but

which is an excellent instance and evidence of his watchfulness

over his brethren, and of his kindness and prudence to warn and
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correct. Nor was he less ready to receive than to administer

reproof. ....
Yours affectionately,

J. M. LOWRIE.

From the Rev. Charles Hodge ^ D. D.

Princeton^ December 29th, 1817.

Walter Lowrie, Esci.

—

My Dear Sir :—Dr. Alexander mentioned to mc yesterday, his

seeing the most distressing account, in the paper, concerning your
precious son. I could hardly credit it ; and yet it was so circum-

stantial, 1 fear there is little room to hope it is unfounded.

I feel impelled to express to you my sympathy in your profound

affliction, though I know such expressions are of no avail. There
is no othei- comforter in such cases than the Holy Ghost. It is his

ollice to give consolation, to fill the soul with sucli views of God,

and Christ, and eternity, as to enable it to feel tliat our afflictions,

which are but for a moment, will work out an exceeding weight

of glory. As he filled the martyrs with peace and joy in the midst

of death, he can fill even a father's heart with gratitude and calm
resignation, in yielding a son to death for Christ's sake. Alas, my
dear sir, suppose your son had fallen in battle, or been cut down
unprepared in the midst of his sins, how different would be your

feelings ! Now you can think of him, not only as having lived

for the Lord, but as dying for him, and rejoice in the assurance

that living or dying he is the Lord's.

It must also be a comfort to you to have had such a son, and to

know that the whole of our Church held him in such honor,

looked upon him as one of their most valued and useful mission-

aries, as pre-eminently qualified for his work, and promising to ac-

complish more than almost any other man for the cause of Christ

in China. This consideration must indeed enhance the sense of

the greatness of your loss, but at the same time it must be a con-

solation to know that his value was appreciated.

You do not weep alone; tlie whole Church mourns with you
;

thousands of prayers will ascend for you, for your children, for

China, for the remaining missionaries, which otherwise had not

been offered, or offered with far less fervor and sincerity. 131essecl

be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

mercies, and the God of all comfort; may he comfort you in all

your tribulation, that you may be able to comfort them which are

in any trouble, with the comfort wherewith you yourself are com-

forted of God. Those whom God exercises with great afflictions,

are those whom he designs greatly to bless. If we suffer, we shall

also reign with him. When we see him, and receive the assu-

rance of his love, we shall forget all we ever suffered for his sake.

To Mrs. Lowrie, and to Mr. John C. Lowrie, I would beg tc

31
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present my sincere condolence—were, at such a time, any expres-

sion of fellowship of any account.

Praying God to fill your heart with his own fulness, I am, dear

sir, very truly.

Your sympathizing friend and fellow-servant,

Charles Hodge.

From the Rev. Samuel Miller^ D. D.

Princeton^ December 31st, 1847.

Walter Lowrie, Esq.—
My Very Dear Sir :—I trust I need not say, that the last

melancholy news from China filled me with heartfelt sorrow
;
and

that the tenderest sympathy for you, and for the brothers of the

beloved man, whom a sovereign God has taken to himself, has

occupied my mind ever since I received the mournful intelli-

gence.

Truly clouds and darkness are round about the doings of our

Master in heaven; but righteousness and judgment are the habi-

tation of his throne. What He does we know not now, but we
shall know hereafter. Had I been left to name a foreign uiission-

ary, whose talents, and zeal, and peculiar adaptedness to the work
in which he was engaged, promised the largest amount of perma-

nent usefulness, 1 should, without hesitation, have mentioned your

lamented son as that man. But an infinitely wise God, who loves

the missionary cause unspeakably more than you or I, and who
understands the best means of promoting that cause unspeakably

better than either of us, has seen fit to call him away, before he

had reached the meridian of life, and translate him to a different

and higher field of service.

This is indeed, to the eye of man, a dark and mysterious dis-

pensation. But we know that He who is infinite in wisdom, and
unlimited in power, has seen proper to order it so. This is enough.

If we could see the whole matter just as it lies before the mind of

the King of Zion, to whom you and I have, without reserve, I

trust, dedicated ourselves, we should be ready to say, with unmin-
gled joy, " He hath done all things well."

The sources of consolation, my dear friend, which present them-

selves to you on this occasion, are so multiplied and rich, that I

cannot attempt to enumerate them. Truly you have reason to be

thankful that you had such a son,—that he was spared to you so long,

—that he was enabled to give so many testimonies of his zeal and
fidelity,—and that you have so much reason confidently to believe,

that the unfeeling violence of barbarians was made the means of

more speedily introducing him to eternal and unmingied blessed-

ness.

That the consolations of the Gospel may abound in your heart,
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and in your family on this mouinful occasion, is the sincere wish
and prayer of, my dear sir,

Your sympathizing friend and brother in Christian bonds,

Samuel Miller.

From the Rev. John A. Savage.

Ogdeiisburg, N. Y., January 3d, 1848.
Walter Lowrie, Esa.

—

My Dear Sir :—To my inexpressible sorrow I this morning
saw announced in a New York paper the shocking death of your
son Walter. From the circumstances narrated, I cannot doubt
but its truth will be confirmed by the papers which we shall get

by to-night's mail. I will not undertake the office of condolence
with you under this sad, sad affliction, any further than simply
to say, that in this your affliction I am afflicted. The first parox-

ysms of your grief, before this reaches you, will have been suc-

ceeded, I doubt not, by a calm, submissive resignation, leaning
on the arm of that Comforter, to whose fellowship you have long
had familiar access, of whom it is written, " In all their affliction

he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them."

On his visit to western and northern New York, just prior to

his departure for the East, he was domesticated with us long
enough to endear him to every member of my family, and many
in my congregation

;
even my cbildren that were just beginning

to prattle, retain a vivid recollection of him, and up to the present

time have been in the habit of inspecting the Chronicle to find

some notice of, or communication from him. His memory will

be cherished by them, I doubt not. As 1 spoke to them to-day of

the scene of his death, the big tears gathered in their eyes, and
one of them with an expression of deep emotion said, "I thought
we should see him again, but now we shall not till the sea gives

up its dead."

He had taught them to sing that beautiful hymn commencing
with "I would not live alway,"

;
and as a singular coinci-

dence, last evening when the family were together, it was sung by
them, unconscious of the sad tidings that would reach them on
the morrow

Your very aflfectionate friend and brother,

John A. Savage.

Prom the Rev. Jo.seph H. Jone.9, D. D.

Philadelphia, December 29th, 1847.

Walter Lowrie, Esq..—
My Dear Friend and Brother:—The papers of this

morning confirm the news of yesterday, and I cannot doubt its
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truth. It fills US all with the deepest sorrow, when we take any
view of this dark Providence, hut of the gain that it brings to

him. What a trial of the faith of the Church ! Why, oh, why,
was this permitted? Truly the footsteps of God are in the deep,

and he giveth no account of his matters to any of us. You are

assured, dear brother, of the hearty condolence of all who know
you, and know how great your personal loss. But what a privi-

lege and honor to have had such a son, and to have had him of-

fered to God on the altar of such a glorious cause ! Indeed, much
as our liearts ache icith you and for you, we rejoice more. We
think that God has called him out of the vineyard lyrematurely ;

but we are not to be judges of the dispensations of Omniscience.

May this removal of an instrument on which we were tempted
to lean so much, prove a wholesome admonition to the Church,

and bring us nearer to Christ. W^e are prone to forget that He
can fulfil his purposes by " few" as well as by "many," and that

He looks more at the state of our hearts tban to the number of

our agencies. Perhaps I ought to apologize for this intrusion at

a time when the proffered sympathy of friends can do little more
than interrupt your communion with God

; but I know that you
will suffer tliis liberty for our sake, if not your own. May He
" who comforteth us in all our tribulation" be your comforter in

this
;
and " as the sufferings of Christ abound in " you, " so may

your consolation abound by Christ." What a precious sentiment,

that " it is given us in behalf of Christ not only to believe on Him
but also to suffer for his sake."

Affectionately and fraternally yours,

Joseph H. Jones.

From the Rev. Williani S. Plmner^ D. D.

Baltimore^ Md., January 1st, 1848.

Walter Lowrie, Esq..—
My Dear Brother :—My heart has been filled w^ith sorrow for

you and for tbe cause of Christ, at the sad intelligence which has
just reached us. I feel confounded, and called to more than usual
humiliation and sorrow. Why should one so young, so devoted,

and so promising, be taken, and I who am so unprofitable, and
whose days must end in the course of nature so much sooner than
his would have done, be spared ? I cannot tell. He doeth all

things well. Some years ago I wrote a letter to a bereaved friend.

It was afterwards printed as a tract. I enclose a copy, hoping it

may comfort or soothe one who has my highest respect and ten-

derest sympathy.* The Lord sustain you and cheer you and bless

you ! Do not feel under any obligation to answer this. I wish
not to intrude upon your privacy and the sacred ness of your sor-

* American Tract Society, No. 372.
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row. My family, especially Mis. Plumer, seem to be as much
afflicted as if we had lost a relative. The Lord bless you and
your wife and all yours

!

Very truly and affectionately yours,

Wm. S. Plumer.

From Joseph P. Engles^ Esq.

Philadelphia^ January 2d, 1848.

Rev. John C. Lowrie—

•

My Dear Brother :—If I had obeyed the impulse of my
feelings, I would have addressed you immediately after reading in

the daily paper, the astounding intelligence of the loss which your

family have suffered in the death of a beloved son and brother,

and the Church and the heathen world, in the departure of a zeal-

ous and devoted missionary. But circumstances hindered, and
now that I have devoted the closing hour of the Sabbath to this

office of fraternal affection, I am at a loss in what terms to speak

of this solemn event. Shall I condole with you on having lost a

brother so dearly and justly beloved ? Or shall I congratulate you
on having another of your loved ones safely housed from the

storms of time in a mansion of eternal rest ? I have no doubt,

however opposite the states of feeling which would call for one or

the other of these expressions, you have experienced them both.

May the latter prevail, and moderate the intensity of the former.

M}^ object is not to suggest grounds of consolation. You are as

fully aware of them as I can be, and have already experienced

them. I only want to give expression to my own feelings of sor-

row under this dark and mysterious dispensation of Divine Provi-

dence, and to assure you that you do not mourn alone. I had not

the pleasure of a personal acquaintance wilh your brother, but I

loved liim for your sake and his work's sake. I beg you to assure

your father of the deep sympathy which I, in common with the

whole Christian world so far as the event is known, feel for his

bereavement. At his time of life it comes with fearful weight, but

God, who has enabled him to make so many sacrifices for the mis-

sionary cause, will not leave him to bear this burden alone. I

trust it will stimulate him and us all, to take a still deeper interest

in the cause. Dr. J. A. Alexander alluded beautifully to the

event in his sermon this afternoon. I wish I could repeat the pas-

sage. Perhaps you may get it from him. His text was. Rom.
X. 16. Mr. Macklin also alluded to it to-night, and got me to read

to the congregation the impressive address of a missionary in

China to the churches
; I hope not without effect.

Mrs. Engles joins me in these expressions of affectionate sympa-

thy. We have drunk deep of the cup of affliction, but the circum-

stances of our bereavements do not furnish the same strong

grounds of consolation which yours do. Still it is the same wise.
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holy, gracious God who has afflicted us both, and his will be

done.

O that we may be enabled so to improve the joys and sorrows

of this hfe. that they may result in eternal joy.

Believe me to be truly

Your friend and brother,

Jos. P. Engles.

From the Rev. W. M. Atkinson, D. D.

Winchester, Va., January 3d, 1848.

Walter Lowrie, Esa.

—

Dear Sir :—In common with myriads of your brethren, I

mourn with you. In common with them, I strive to pray for you.

And we pray, as I trust i/ou " sorrow," " not as they who have no
hope!" We hope that the Lord will bless this dispensation to

your own soul, and to the cause lo whicli, in subordination to Him
whose cause it is, your soul is devoted. The blood of the martyrs

has ever been the seed of tiie Church, and we trust that the death

of our first martyr, may prove to be life to our beloved Zion.

Nothing-, you know, tended so much to the first great spread of the

Apostolic church, as the death of Stephen and tlie accompanying
persecution. So niai/ it be, so we hope it 7vill be, in the present

instance. We trust that your expiring Walter may prove to have
been, in his holy warfare, a dying Samson. And we are assured

that He who bade Peter come to liim on the boisterous sea, caused

his young servant to meet him there ; and if He selected for him
that way as the best way to heaven, and that hour as the best

time, what are ive that we should gainsay it? The sea cannot

hold his body always, for the sea shall give up its dead
;
and even

now his spirit is with God who gave it. If God has been pleased

early to give him the victory, and to crown him with the glory of

the conqueror, why should we desire him to have been kept longer

in the strife and the turmoil of the battle-field?

Think of him as faith now tells you he is,—with Christ, which
is far better than even to labor successfully for the Church : think

of him in glory, and far more wisely than old Ormond said them,

may ]/oii repeat /ii5 words over his accomplished son. "So much,"
I have sometimes thought, wlien I have mourned over a dcnr

child snatched from me, "so much I have realized; one mooi.

precious portion of my wealth is safe—forever !"

I never met your son personally, but John, my brother, who
was his fellow-student, loved and honored him, and had taught

me to do the same ; and all that I have heard from others, seemed
but to deepen the impression his statements made. To death, the

universal token of God's hatred of sin, he must at some time have
bowed, and God knew the best time.

The narrative given by Mr. Loomis of the calm and fearless
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dignity with which lie met it, under circumstances so appalHng to

flesh and blood, is most impressively sublime. It was an end be-

fitting yuch a life. And when my mind dwells upon it, I feel that

congratulation is almost as much called for as condolence. And
yet, the more admirable he was, the greater is the bereavement.
But there is a comforter, whose presence would compensate for the

removal of the human body and soul of Christ himself. To that
comforter I conunend you and your afHicted family, especially

those of them I have the privilege to know, Mrs. Lowrie and Mr.
and Mrs. J. C. Lowrie.

I am, my dear sir,

Your friend and brother in Christ,

W. M. Atkinson.

N. B. Can w^e be truly said to be bereaved or desolate, while
Christ lives and is ours 7

W. M. A.

From the Rev. W. H. Foote, D. D.

Romney^ Va., January 6th, 1848.

Brother Lowrie—
On Monday I read the letter from China. My wife and myself

have sympathized with you and your family in this sacrifice for

the cause of God. I can but hope that your faith has already

gotten the victory over nature. It seems to me that there would
be a bitterness in the manner of his death, that would be unal-

loyed but for the blessed fact, that the Lord God Omnipotent
reigns, and has given all things into the hands of Christ, who has
permitted this event to take place as one of the preparatory ones
in the conversion of China. Looking at it thus, the grace of God
can make you feel, the ivill of God be done. I do not say, my
brother, that I could say so in any such trial : I know myself too

well to say I could bear any cross. But I know God can help you
to bear yours

;
and our prayer is, that God will enable you to re-

joice in his government and grace.

You have long desired the conversion of China, and God has

set it at a terrible price. I do not say that I could pay it, but I

pray that you may. And when was a nation bought without

blood,—the blood of Christ first, and of Christians afterwards?

What did Paul mean by filling up in his flesh a measure of suf-

fering ? Not that h(; added anything to Christ's, but that tlie suf-

ferings of his Lord flowed tbrough that channel. O who can tell

but the channel is opened from your veins to let the peace-speaking

blood of (Jhribt fl(nv to that poor, perishing nation ?

My wife joins her sympathies with mine, and has been a?king

herself, if she could give up her little child a sacrifice for God.
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What a blessed text is that wliich promises strength according to

our day. May God help you in this day of your trouble

!

Yours sincerely, in the best of bonds,

W. Henry Foote.

From the Rev. William C. Anderson, D. D.

Dayton, Ohio, January 7th, 1848.

Walter Lowrte, Esa.

—

My Dear Brother :—God's " ways are not as ours, neither

are his thoughts as our thoughts." To our poor, finite minds,

these ways of his are often in the deep waters
;
yet are they right

ways. Although the journey of Israel was to them inexplicable,

yet it was the right way :
" He led them forth by the right way."

And so, my dear brother, is it now. He has ever led you by the

right way ; and even this last painful path along which he has

carried you, is a right one. I cannot see how; but I know it is

a right way.
My object in this note, however, is not to offer consolation, or

in any way intrude upon your domestic griefs : the source of con-

solation you know, without advice, and your griefs a stranger

may not meddle with. I write simply to assure you of my pro-

found sympathy with you in this strange visitation of your Master.

I try to pray that God may bestow upon you all the consolation

you need. Please accept the assurance of the sympathies of Mrs.

Anderson and myself with yourself and family in this hour of

your affliction.

In addition to the great consolation which the certainty of your
dear son's everlasting safety furnishes, let me name the fact, that

he fell at his post. My dear brother, is tliere not much comfort

in this fact? When the Master came, he found your son with the

armor on

—

he fell in the trenches ; and, like iiis blessed Master,

fell by the hands of those he went to save. We can ill spare him,

but thy will, O God, be done !

My brother, you long since gave up yourself, and family, and
all, to the great work of missions ;—well, the Master, you see, is

taking you at your offer. Be strong in the Lord, and toil on.

Mrs. A. joins in much love to you and your family. We would
be pleased always to hear from you, if your many and heavy
labors would allow it.

In the bonds of the Gospel of Christ, your brother,

W. C. Anderson.

From Rev. Loyal Young:

Butler, Pa. January 26th, 1848.
Rev. John C. Lowrie—
My Very Dear Brother :—I trust that it is not altogether

too late to express to you what I have felt and still feel, in view of
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the violent death of your—of our—brother, endeared to the cliurch

of Christ, and to none more than to myself. Never has a death
occurred since my residence here, that produced such a sensation

in Butler. The people of God have many of them often spoken
to me about his last visit to us as pecuharly interestini^. Some
of them when leading in prayer at the Monthly Concert, always
remembered him in their petitions. They all hoped that since he
outrode the storms in safety, and escaped the dangers of the

ocean, he was destined to be preserved still further for great use-

fulness to the Church. But God's method of accomplishing his

purposes is altogether different from our expectations. I need
not say to you^ dear brother, that it is all ris^Jit^— all /or the best,—all in mercy. I know that you have already gone, and often

gone, to the fountain of consolation
; and heard tlie Saviour say,

'• Peace I leave wnth you, my peace I give unto you
;
not as the

world giveth give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,

neither let it be afraid." I know that you long since committed
that dear brother to the care of the Lord, and felt perfectly satis-

fied that he w^ould do with him what was right. And now that

He has taken him to his own arms, to the abode of your beloved
Louisa, of your precious mother, of your babes, of your dear sis-

ter Eliza, and of your noble brother Mathew, you have it not in

your heart to repine. Dear brother, the attractions of heaven are

gathering strength continually. How joyous will be the meeting
at last

!

But we could have w-ished that Walter had met with a diOerent
death. The first account must have been painful to you in the

extreme. Well did our Saviour exhort his disciples, " Beware of

menP The elements might combine to destroy
; the sea might

threaten to devour, during that terrific storm which lasted for

days and nights, when your brother Avas in the long-boat, tossed

about as a feather ; but there was no evil to be appreliended from
them. It belonged to men, cruel me«, to do the deed. " Beirare

of fnen.''^ But the last struggle w^as soon over, no doubt ; and his

spirit received to rest. All that is painful now, in the case, is the

loss of sKch a missionary. We thought he could not be spared.

God thought otherwise. " His thoughts are not as our thoughts,

nor his ways as our w'ays." ....

Yours in Christ,

Loyal Young.

From the Rev. John N. Campbell, D. D.

Albany, N. Y., January 31st, 1848.

Walter Lowrie, Esq.—
My Dear Sir :—I have been quite sick for several weeks past

with influenza, or I would not have delayed so long to express to

you how sincerely I sympathize with you in the very sore afflic-
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tioii with which it has seemed i^ood to our ilcavcaly Father to

try you. I have a vivid recollection of your son, whom I saw
during the examinations of the Seminary in two successive years.

He made a strong impression on me, and I remember well the

surprise and pleasure with which I learned that one so well quali-

fied by natural eiulowments and accomplisiiments, and apparently

so well fitted by grace for the missionary work, had devoted iiim-

self to the Master in that s(;lf-deaying and laborious department

of the ministry. How mysterious his renioval and manner of it

—so early—at a moment of such promise—by violence ! But
what we know not now about the Master's doings we shall know
hereafter. We shall see then, and say with unutterable gratitude

and joy, \vhat we can utter now often only with a trembling

voice and a broken heart, " He hath done all things well."

I have read l^ishop Boone's letter with great interest. He has

there a favorite rhous^ht of my own, that the work of the Church
triumphant is the work of missions. I confidently believe that

your son has changed, not his occupation, but only the sphere of

his labors.

I beg you to accept for yourself and family, particularly for my
friend, your elder son, the assurance of my deep sympathy in

your affliction, and to believe me.

Very truly, John N. Campbell.

From Mrs. A. H. Richardson, England.

Newcastle-on-Tf/ne, 1st month, 13th, 1848.

My Dear AxVd Honored Friend—
My heart ached as I read thy kind letter of the llth ult., for its

calm and cheerful tone sliowed but too plainly that the afflicting

intelligence that had reached us some weeks previous, had not

arrived at New York wlien that letter was penned, i suppose the

news must have come by the overland mail. It met my eye in-

cidentally in one of our local newspapers, but every circumstance

connected with the afflictive event seemed too surely marked to

admit of a doubt as to its correctness.

AVe have grieved for, and with you all, my dear and beloved

friend, but more especially for the fond and affectionate father,

whose heart will have been wrung to the very uttermost. And
yet, perhaps, I should hardly use that word, for thy son has fallen

as one of " the noble army of martyrs,"—true to his God—true

to the last, to the cause of his Saviour, and when the first shock is

over, this will be a cause of thankful rejoicing.

I must not say much. The wound is too recent, and your hearts

will still be bleeding most sorely, and yet I think I cannot let another

post go out, without assuring you, one and all, of our deep, and
tender, and affectionate sympathy, and of our fervent desires that

this intense trial may be overruled for your own good, and for the
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good of the Cliiisliaii Chinch. "The blood of tlie niartyis is the

seed of that Churcli/' and who is to say how unseen good may
be permitted to arise out of this most severe and bitter trial ? . . .

As the account came to us, however alflicting, it bore a beautiful

and voluntary testimony to tlie noble bearing of the departed—that

there had not been the smallest aggravation or provocation against

these cruel men on his part, or on the part of those around him. How
increasingly impressive does this render the event! No bad man's
soul was sent into eternity on this sad occasion, but tln^ sulferer

cahnly bowed his head, and presently was welcomed by ministering

angels from a world of wickedness to one of everlasting blessedness.

O my friend, through all the sorrow there must be joy in this. His

God and thy God will not forsake, nor hide his face from any one

of you in this hour of nature's severest agony, but will smile gra-

ciously uj)on you, and Jesus will again utter the words—" In the

world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer. I have over-

come the world."

I know quite well that 1 ought not to look for a letter for a good
while to conae, but whenever thou canst kindly favor me with a

few lines to say how you all are, they would be very gratefully

received.

With cordial, affectionate, and sympathizing regards, thine, my
dear friend, with the sincerest esteem,

Anna H. Richardson.

REMARKS ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. WALTER M. LOWRIE.

% the Rt. Rev. George Smith, D.D.

The following article is taken from an English Magazine, of

August, 184S, the Church Missionary Gleaner, where it appeared

as a tribute to the memory of the departed missionary. It will be

read with interest, as coming from the pen of an English Episco-

pal missionary in China, and a personal friend of the deceased,

the Right Rev. George Smith, Bishop of the Church of England
at Hong Kong:

The dispensations of Providence are often enveloped in a depth

of mystery, which the poor fallible comprehension of man is un-

able to fathom. This is in an especial manner the case in reference

to missionary labors. Human instruments, of whose adaptation

to missionary usefulness great hopes were entertained, are one by

one removed from the scene of their labors, by the failure of

health, or l)y the hand of premature death. Aii important lesson

is conveyinl to our minds—that God is independent of the instru-

ment in the carrying forward His purposes o{ love to our fal en

world ;
and, by snapping asunder the cord of human expectations,

He sounds in mortal ears the often-needed admonition. Cease ye

from man!
These remarks have been drawn forth by a piece of intelligence
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of a most afTecting and heart-rending nature. The subject of

this brief notice is the late Rev. W. M. Lowrie, a missionary of

the American General Assembly's Board of Foreign Missions.

Highly gifted with mental endowments of the first order, and
eminent for his simple and unaffected piety, Mr. Lowrie seemed,
to liuman eye, likely to become a laborer of no ordinary value in

the missionary vineyard.

His father was for many years a member of the Senate of the

United States. His eldest son went to India as a missionary,

where, his wife having been removed from this life in Calcutta,

the insalubrity of the chmate soon removed himself from the

missionary field. His third son, the subject of this memoir, went
to China in 1842, as one of the first missionaries from the Ameri-
can Presbyterian Church to that vast field of missionary enter-

prise. Here many dangers awaited him, from which a gracious

Providence interposed to deliver him until his appointed work was
done. The first occurred in his voyage to Singapore; but the

vessel struck on a shoal, and in a few hours went to pieces. Mr.
Lowrie and his fellow-passengers with difficulty escaped from the

wreck in two small open boats. With only the clothes they had
on their bodies, and a small stock of provisions, they found them-
selves alone on the broad ocean, at a distance of five hundred
miles from the nearest land. While in this unprotected state they

were exposed to the violence of a severe typlioon
; and their pres-

ervation from a watery grave was almost miraculous. They at

length readied the shore of one of tlie Phillipine islands, where
they were kindly treated by the Indians; but they lost four men
in approaching the surf, by which one of the boats was capsized.

The moment after they reached the land, by an almost involun-

tary act of thankfulness, every man in that mingled company fell

on his knees on the unknown soil, and offered up his praise to the

great Author of their deliverance. Mr. Lowrie subsequently ar-

rived at the vSpanish Colony of Manila, from which he found an
opportunity of returning to Macao. At another period he em-
barked for the north of China, when he was overtaken by a vio-

lent gale, and compelled to return to Macao. Here he pursued his

ministerial labors among the European and American residents,

to some of whom his niinistrations were greatly blessed. After a
course of Chinese studies, he proceeded, in 1845, to the newly-
formed station of Ningpo, where the writer of this short account
renewed his acquaintance with a friend whose catholicity of

spirit, self-denying zeal, unwearied industry, and cordial co-opera-

tion in every good work, will ever endear his name to the whole
body of his fellow-laborers, and will, it is hoped, embalm his

memory in the grateful recollections of many Chinese listeners to

the messag^e of redeemins;" love.

In the month of June last, Mr. Lowrie proceeded from Ningpo
to Shanghai, as the delegate from his station to the General Com-
mittee of Protestant missionaries assembled at the latter station,



NOTICE FROM THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN. 493

to complete the revised translation of the New Testament into

Chinese. For this important work his superior education and
diligent studies had peculiarly fitted him. This last duty lie had
heen enabled to aid in accomplishing; and a part of tlie New
Testament was now given to the Chinese in their own tongue,

as the result of the united labors of the various Protestant mis-

sionary societies in China. He then sailed from Shanghai on his

return, as he thought, to Ningpo ; but he was about to take a

more important voyage, which was to conduct him to those peace-

ful shores where there would be no tempests nor storms, " where
there would be no more sorrow, and no more sin." He had
passed through the Bay of Chapoo, when the vessel in which he
was sailing was attacked by a Chinese pirate-boat. The pirates

succeeded in boarding the vessel, and our dear departed l)rother

was thrown into the deep, and found a watery grave in the ocean's

billows.

His loss will be deeply deplored, and not least by his aged and
beloved parents ; who, however, can reflect, for their comfort, that

their son has fallen in the noblest of causes. But a few years will

have passed away when the most successful votaries of this world,

and the most distinguished heroes of martial fame, would gladly

exchange all the laurels entwined by mortal hands around their

brow for one ray of that heavenly peace, and one gleam of that

unfading joy, which silently irradiates a missionary's grave.

SUNDAY THOUGHTS OF A LAYMAN.

Rev. Walter M. Lowrie.

The death of this eminent man, and devoted Missionary of the

Cross, is an event which has more deeply moved the sensibilities

of the Church than any other of recent occurrence. The death of

any man under such revolting circumstances, would excite the

sympathies, and deeply pain the hearts of all who knew him.

Here is one whose piety, talents and position made him known to

the whole Christian world, suddenly taken from time to eternity,

by murder. The horrors of such a death, to any but the real

Christian, must be inconceivably great. To him, even such a

death was peaceful. It came without warning, amid the soli-

tude of a dreary sea, far, far away from kindred—from sympathy
—from the rites of CInistian society—from the means of Christian

sepulture—from all the charities and endearments of that sweet

and sacred place, home. Yet he quailed not before the destroyer.

He fell with his armor on. He died in sacred harness. His lamp
was trimmed and burning. God was with him. The moan of

the deep sea was his requiem, and the winds which swept wildly

over its wastes, pealed his song of triumph. He now stands be-

fore the Almighty throne. He sees as he is seen—he knows as
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he is known, and realizes the bliss and the glory of Heaven. As
Christians, we may not lament on his account. For ourselves,

our children, and the bereaved heathen, we ought to weep.
In many particulars Mr. Lowrie was a remarkable man. His

natural gifts, which were eminent in tbeir variety and richness,

were elaborately cultivated. He was a thoroughly educated man.
Genius and culture, like his, could have commanded the wealth,

the honors, and the admiration of the world. He preferred the

riches of grace, the honor of God's favor, the admiration of angels.

He was lovely and attractive in iiis temper and manners. This
is manifest in the affectionate regrets, which have already poured
spontaneously forth, from every sect, realm and region, where he
was known.

His taste in letters was accurate and refined. Those who have
perused his letters, essays, sermons, and the admirable narrative

of the wreck of the Harmony, as well as those who were favored

with his personal acquaintance, attest that he was not only a
scholar, but an eminent rhetorician.

He is said to have been a profound scholar, thoroughly furnished

with the learning of the age, and particularly well informed in the-

ology and sacred literature. The venerable school of the Prophets
at Princeton, sent him forth with the spirit and the intellectual

furniture of such men as Doctor Alexander, and Doctor Miller.

He was remarkable in his early and absolute consecration to the

service of God as a missionary. His own wish seems to have
been to labor in Africa, the darkest of all the continents ; choosing
that field, as it would seem, because of the greater sacrifice which
it would require. Yielding to the washes of the Cliurch, he gave
himself to China, and there he became remarkable for his Clu-is-

tian enterprise, discretion, courage, patience, and laborious studies.

His death is remarkable for the manner of it, by piracy and
murder, and at the time wlien it occurred. When he was begin-

ning to be fitted for his work,—when the eyes of all Cliristendom
were bent upon him,—when that hitherto closed empire was open-
ing wide her arms to receive him and to embrace the Gospel,—in

the prime of early manhood
; then it was that the summons came,

and he departed, leaving the world amazed and awe-stricken with
the mystery of the Providence. God seems to have raised him
high, very high, that the attention of all men might be drawn to

him, in order to make his death impressive, and as I think, in-

structive. It is not my purpose to sketch, even in outline, the life

of our beloved brother, or to attempt an analysis of his character.

These remarks are intended to introduce the foUowinsr brief re-

flections :

—

Mysterious as is the providence of God in taking from his own
work such a man, and at such a time, there are reasons for it

which lie open to Christian observation. We are to refiiect that he
had already accomplished much, and that his name and charac-
ter, his life and labors, do not die. Though dead he yet speaketh.
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He is still a grcnt teaclier upon earth
; his example will he a stimu-

lant and an encouragement to all missionaries for ages to come.
He is one of the martyrs whose hlood is the seed of the Church.
His ocean grave will he the point around which will rally the

faith, the energies, and (he triumphs of the missionary spirit. His

name helongs to that scroll where are inscrihed the names of Mar-
tyn, Morrison, and Mills. Tlie memory of such men is the unc-

Hon of the missionary cajise.

We are to reniember that he is not dead, but changed and re-

moved. Who shall say, that the great Parent, in the sublime
benevolence of his nature, looked not upon his toilinsc and sufTer-

ing child, and saw him ripe for glory, and in inapprecial)le tender-

ness, called him home to his own bosom ! Who shall say, that

in the eternal ordinations, the time for his reward had not arrived !

And why should we repine that he, a star in our n)oral firmament,

is removed to burn more gloriously in the firmament of Heaven ?

Let us beware lest our sorrows assume the character of selfishness.

He is removed to some higher, holier, and happier sphere of

service. This life is hut the starting point of being—this theatre

of action, but a place of pupilage. The training of time is pre-

paratory discipline, to fit us for the duties which await us in eter-

nity. We do not realize this, yet it is true. Wliat that service is,

we know not. But this we believe, that it is adapted to the ener-

gies and capabilities of a ransomed and disembodied spirit ; it is

consistent with the will of God, and compatible with supreme
happiness and perfect holiness. Had the Missionary Board removed
Mr. Lowrie from China to some other station of higher responsi-

bility and more happy adaptation to his capabilities for serving,

however his co-laborers there mi"cht have reoretted his absence

from them, they could not condemn the act ; they could not,

therefore, believe him dead, or lost to the Church, or insensible to

their affection. And why should they now ? God has removed
him. Shall not the Lord of all the earth do right? He required

him at some point in the boundless range of his dominion, to do
something for which his intellectual development, and his maturity

in grace, when adapted to his new state of being, precisely fitted

him. So that he lives yet, and still works, but suffers not. A
little bold and decided thought, a little more than our accustomed
abstraction from things sensual, a little more determined exercise

of faith, will enable us to unite things temporal with things eter-

nal—to blend times past, present, and to come, and to reconcile

us to the ways of God.

The reason why so little comparatively is done by our churches

for foreign missions, why our j)rayers are so powerless—our at-

tendance upon the Montldy Concert so constrained and laggard, is

the want of a clear, strong, and abiding conviction that God in-

tends to convert the heathen world. Upon this subject we are

prone to be skeptical. We are staggered by the greatness of the

work, by the sinallness of the visible results, and the dis[)roportion
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of the means to the end. We forget that the work is his as well

as ours, that the resources of all tlie earth belong to him, that

commerce is his agent, and nations are his ministers ; tliat his

onmipotence is pledged to its accomplisliment, and that with liiin

one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

Tlie consequence is a temporizing, lame performance of mission-

ary duties. Another consequence is, dependence upon the means,
a looking to tliem and not to God. The missionary spirit is as

much a grace in the heart as it is a virtue in tlie life. We ought
to do our duty, and leave results with God. Whether they follow

in one or a thousand years, is absolutely, unconditionally, with

Him. Now the sudden and signal death of Mr. Lowrie i/;«.9, no
doubt, designed to withdraw our confidencefrom inen and means,
and fix it upon God.

Again, the lukewarmness of the Church—be the cause what it

may—in the cause of missions, nmst be conceded. May we not,

are we not constrained to believe, that Providence intends this

event to arouse the Church to effort ! It is a rebuke uttered by
the voice of the Almighty, the blast of a trunq^et, which shall wax
louder and louder, until its peals shall awake the dead energies

of Protestantism. It is the sign of the Divine anger, hung so

high that all may see it. Under the chastisements of Heaven, let

the spirit of the good man bow down in deep contrition ;
but let

his faith revive with elastic power, and display its energies in

every good word and work.

—

Southern Presbyterian, Feb. 23, 1849.

REMARKS ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. W^ALTER M. LOWRIE,

By the Rev. A. Alexander, D. Z>.

The mournful tidings of this disastrous event has sent a pang
of grief to the hearts of thousands in our Church and in our coun-
try. The loss of such a man, and in such a way, is, indeed, a
deplorable thing. Christianity was never intended to destroy the
natural feelings of humanity, but to regulate and refine them. In
Holy Scripture we find that tlie pious gave free indulgence to their

feehngs of sorrow, on account of the death of good and great

men. When Abner was treacherously murdered by Joab, king
David " lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner ; and
all the people wept. And the king lamented over Abner." So,

also, when the pious king Josiah was slain in the flower of his

age, '• All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah : and Jere-

miah lamented for Josiah. And all the singing men and singing
women spake of Josiah in their lamentations." We have, more-
over, in the New Testament an example of the same kind in

the primitive church at Jerusalem, when Stephen, " a man full

of wisdom and of the Holy Ghost," was stoned to death by the

Jews. This man stood conspicuous among the disciples of Christ
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on account of the miraculous gifts with which he was endowed,

and the holy boldness and eloquence witii which he defended the

truth, for " being full of faith and power, he did great wonders

and miracles among tlic people. And his enemies were unable

to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake." But
when confounded in argument, they liad recourse to violence, and
cast him out of the city and stoned Stephen, calling on God, and
saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." And he kneeled

down and cried with a loud voice, "Lord, lay not this sin to
their charge ;" and when he had said this, he fell asleep.

"And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made
great lamentation over him."

Here we find, that in the early infancy of the Church, good
and useful men were suffered by divine providence to be cut off,

when their services were more needed than they could be at any
future time. God would teach us that he is not dependent on any
instruments for the accomplishment of his purposes. The death

of Stephen, probably, had a mighty elTect on the minds of many
who were present ; and from among his bitterest enemies, there

was one whom God had determined to make " a chosen vessel" to

carry the Gospel not only to the Jews, but to a multitude of the

Gentile nations.

And we learn from this part of Sacred Scripture, that God
does not forsake his devoted servants, when surrounded by ene-

mies, and while sufiering the agonies of death. Stephen saw
heaven opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand
of God. And he was enabled to die in the full assurance of hope;

and, with his last breath, to imitate his divine Master, by invok-

ing mercy for his murderers. And although we are not permitted

to know in what state of mind our dear young brother met death,

we have good reason to conclude that his covenant God did not

forsake him in that trying hour. Very likely his last breath was
spent in prayers for the salvation of his murderers.

That the death of Mr. Lowrie is a great loss to the Church,
and particularly to the cause of missions, none will doubt. Re-

ligiously educated from his youth, and in a family imbued with

the missionary spirit, he early turned his thoughts to the condition

of the blinded, perishing heathen. With this object in view, he

commenced his theological education. During his whole course,

it is believed, his purpose remained unshaken ;
and all his plans

and studies were prosecuted with a direct view to this object.

Possessed of a vigorous and well-balanced mind, and of cheerful,

equable temper, his progress in learning was rapid, and what ha

acquired, he retained. With him no time was wasted, for even

his hours of relaxation from severe study were spent in some use-

ful employment.
He was willing to encounter all the dangers of the deleterious

climate of Africa, and would have made that dark region the

field of his labors, had it not appeared to all his friends that he

32
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was eminently qualified for the China mission, that great country

having unexpectedly been opened for the preaching of the Gospel.

Our young brother accordingly embarked for that important field;

but before his station was finally chosen, he met with extraordi-

nary ditficulties and dangers. In one of his voyages he was ship-

wrecked ;
the vessel was abandoned at sea, and the crew and

himself were exposed to a rough sea, in an open boat, for many
days ; and when they approached the shore, were, by a mani-

fest interposition of providence, enabled to land, when at almost

any other tijne their boat must have been swamped.
Since his arrival in China, he devoted himself assiduously to the

acquisition of the very difficult language of the country ; and there

is reason to believe with uncommon success. But not contented

merely to acquire the language, he deemed it very important to

make himself acquainted with the literature, and especially with

what may be termed the classical literature of the Chinese. From
communications received in this country, there is reason to think

that he was making rapid progress in this species of knowledge.

Besides the acquisition of the provincial dialect of Ningpo, where
he had his station, he had formed the purpose of learning the Man-
chu Tartar language, which differs from that of China in that an
alphabetical character is used ; and it is understood that this is

becoming more and more popular, and from its superior conve-

nience, will probably prevail. From these and other considera-

tions it is evident that our Church and the cause of missions has

experienced a great loss in the death of Mr. Lowrie. It ought to

be mentioned, also, that with other missionaries, he was, when
called away, earnestly engaged in revising and correcting the ver-

sion of the New Testament into the Chinese tongue. For this

work he was eminently qualified by his learning, and by his nice

discrimination and turn for accuracy in matters of this kind.

When s(Mit for to Ningpo, he had been for between two and three

months at Shanghai, engaged with Bishop Boone, Dr. Bridgeman
and others in this work.

It is, then, neither unreasonable nor unscriptural that great

lamentation should be made on account of his death. Though
none can be expected to experience the same kind and degree of

grief as his venerable father and near kindred, yet many others

deeply sympathize with them in their lamentations
; and it may

be presumed none have felt this stroke more pungently than his

brethren of the mission. To them the bereavement is indeed

great and lamentable. But this feeling is not confined to the

missionaries of the Presbyterian church
; others will feel sorely

that a heavy judgment 1ms fallen upon them. This is manifest

from the affectionate and excellent letter of Bishop Boone to Mr.
Lowrie's father. He says :

" This event has thrown my family, who
had the privilege toenjoy his company for the last two months and
a half, into the deepest affliction. Dearly as I know he was be-

loved by the mission \vith which he was connected, yet, I beheve,



REMARKS BY THE REV. DR. A. ALEXANDER. 499

no one in China mourns his loss as I do." And no douht the

same feehng pervades the wliole of the missionaries wlio iiave had
any opportunity of acquaintance with our departed brother.

We may, therefore, lament the death of such a man, so beloved,

and so well qualified to be useful in the most importaut work
which is going on in this world. But though we are permitted to

sorrow, yet not to repine. When Aaron's impious sons were struck

dead in the sanctuary, " he held his peace ;" he uttered no com-
plaint. And when Eh heard the prophet's prediction respecting

the judgment about to be inflicted on his wicked sons, he said, "It

is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good." Perfect sub-

mission is consistent with the most lieart-felt sorrow. Indeed, the

deeper the grief, the more virtuous the submission.

This event, I think, is a solemn call of Providence to our whole
Church. It is evidently a token of the displeasure of our heavenly

Father. God, by thus taking away one of the most eminent of

our missionary corps, evidently calls the Presbyterian church to a

solemn consideration of their ways ; to an earnest inquiry whether,

as a body, we have done our duty ; and especially in relation to

China. Some twenty years ago, the writer heard a speaker at a

missionary meeting in Philadelphia, say, " If a hundred missiona-

ries should now enter China, at different points, and every one of

them should immediately be put to death, this would be a cheap

sacrifice, if thereby that populous country should be opened for the

preaching of the Gospel." At that time, the most sanguine did

not dare to hope for such an event in their day. But God, by a
w^onderful Providence, has set the door wide open. Not merely

one, but five great cities are made accessible, and the right of resi-

dence and Christian w-orship secured by treaty. In consequence,

a number of the most promising and best educated men offered

their services, and were sent. But did the Church appreciate the

importance of this extraordinary dispensation of Providence ? Did
she arouse herself from her long sleep, and come to the help of the

Lord against the mighty
; did she enlarge her spirit of liberality,

and begin to wrestle with God in fervent, incessant prater for this

empire, which contains one third of the population of the globe?
She did not. Had it not been for the generous donation of a few
individuals, the Board would not have been able to send out the

promising men who offered. And even now, there exists a gen-

eral apathy. A few churches and a few individuals seem to be

sensible of the solemn, responsible circumstances in which we who
live in this age are placed. Professors of religion are too gener-

ally occupied with their own concerns
;
every one is attending to

his farm or his merchandise
; few have any deep feeling for the

ark of God. Each one will build and decorate his own house,

while the house of God is desolate.

Let the churches, then, consider this awful dispensation, as one
in which they have a deep concern. Let the solemn incpiiry be

made in all our churches, and through all our borders, whether



500 MEMOIR OF WALTER M. LOWRIE.

they have not been delinquent in their duty to the missionaries in

China. Yea, let every individual ask himself, Have I done my
duty ? Have I remembered daily, as I ought, those devoted men?
Have I borne them feelingly on my heart to tlie throne of grace ?

Have I given as liberally of my substance to promote this object

as I ought? Such inquiries, honestly made, would. I believe,

bring conviction home to almost every bosom. What, then, sball

be the result ? Having done amiss, is it our solemn purpose, by

the help of the Lord, to do so no more ? Let us, then, take words

and return unto the Lord vvbo hath smitten us. "Let the priests

weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say. spare thy

people, O Lord."

If it should please our heavenly Father to make this distressing

bereavement the means of awakening all our churches to the sol-

emn consideration of their duty, as it relates to missions in gen-

eral, and to China in particular, then will this sore judgment be

turned into mercy. Let all the friends of Zion wrestle with God
until he grant this result. Let them say, " For Zion's sake I will

not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be silent,

until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the sal-

vation thereof as a lamp that burneth." Such importunity is never

offensive. Jacob said to the Angel of the Covenant, " I will not

let thee go until thou bless me." And God commands us "to give

him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise

in the earth." Let every true Presbyterian resolve that, during

the year, now commenced, he will bear on his heart before the

throne of grace, the perishing condition of the heathen, and the

wants of our foreign missionaries, with far greater frequency and
fervency than during the year which is past. And, as oiu' mission-

aries may be recalled unless funds are provided by the Church for

their support, let every man, and woman, and child consider whether

God does not require of them to do much more in the way of con-

tribution than they have heretofore done
;
and see whether, from

the very day from which you commence a new course, God will

not bless you in a special manner. "Bring ye all the tithes into

the storehouse that there may be meat in mine house, and prove

me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that there

shall not be room enough to receive it." Mai. iii. 10.

—

Missionary/

Chronicle: February, 1848.



THE

REV. WALTER M. LOWRIE,

A MISSIONARY
TO

THE CHINESE.

Born Feb. ]8th, 1819.

Died Aug. 19th, 1847.

"I am a Stranger In the Earth."—Ps. cxix.



SECOND SIDE.
IN CHINESE.

The American teacher of tlie reliarion of Jesus, Low-le-wha, Seen Sans^,

[i. e. Mr. Lowrie.] Born in [the reign of] Kea-King, 24th year, 1st month,

26th day. Died in [tlie reign of] Taou-Kwang, 27th year, 7th month,

9th day. Reckoning back in [the reign of] Taou-Kwang, the 22d year,

4th month, 18th day, he arrived at Macao, China. The 25th year, 3d

month, 5th day, he reached Ningpo ; in order to propagate the holy re-

ligion. How can we know whether a long or a short life is appointed for

us ? He had but attained the age of twenty-nine years, when, travelhng

by sea, he was drowned by pirates. Of all his associates there is none

who does not cherish his memory, and they have accordingly erected this

stone as a testimony of their affection.

THIRD SIDE.

He was attacked by pirates near Chapoo, and being thrown overboard,

perished in the sea.

FOURTH SIDE.

IN CHINESE.

The Holy Book says—It is appointed unto man once to die, and after

this the judgment, for the hour is coming in whicli all that are in the

graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and shall come forth, they

that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done

evil unto the resurrection of damnation.

The shaft is 4 feet 6 inches high ; 2 feet 7 inches wide at the bottom,

and 1 foot 9 inches at the top. The stone is a hard and smooth kind of

granite, capable of a tolerable polish.
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